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Overview 

• Existing System 
• Project Description 
• Environmental Assessment Process 
• Sustainable Development 
• Construction Planning 
• BPIII: Solution to our Energy Shortfall 

Problem 
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High level - how 
it works 

Pine Falls 
Great Falls 
McArthur Falls 
Seven Sisters 
Pointe du Bois 
Slave Falls 

Existing System 
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Pine Falls 
Great Falls 
McArthur Falls 
Seven Sisters 
Pointe du Bois 
Slave Falls 

Pine Falls 
Great Falls 
McArthur Falls 
Seven Sisters 
Pointe du Bois 
Slave Falls 

Existing System 

Installed 18,500 kilometres (km) of 
ac transmission lines from 33 kV to 

500 kV in last 60 years  
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Existing System 
Environment Act 
proclaimed in force 
March 31, 1988. 
 
• Requires 
assessment of 
transmission lines 
115kV and over.  
• Licensing &  
Environmental 
Assessment Dept. 
10 professionals 
Expert 

consultants 
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• Northern Converter 
- Keewatinoow CS 
 79 km from Gillam 

 Converts AC power to DC 
(rectifier) 

• Southern Converter - Riel CS 
 just outside Winnipeg 

 Converts DC power to AC 
(inverter) 

• Keewatinoow – Riel  
 dc transmission line  
  

 
 

Project Description 
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Environmental Assessment Process 

Final Preferred Route 
• Length of line: 1,384 km 
• Right-of-way width: 66m 
• Crown lands: 931 km 

(67%) 
• Private lands: 454 km 

(33%) 
 436 private landowners 
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Environmental Assessment Process 
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Environmental Assessment Process 
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Sustainable Development 
• Manitoba Hydro 
 Committed to 

incorporating 
sustainability into all 
aspects of its 
operations 

 Meets the needs of 
the present  without 
compromising the 
future 

 
1. Stewardship 
2. Shared responsibility 
3. Integration of environmental and   
 economic decisions  
4. Economic enhancement  
5. Efficient use of resources 
6. Prevention and remedy  
7. Conservation  
8. Waste minimization  
9. Access to adequate information  
10. Public participation  
11. Understanding and respect  
12. Scientific and technological 
 innovation 
13. Global responsibility  
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Sustainable Development 

Examples: 
#3 – Integration of Environmental and Economic 

 decisions: 
 Goal of site selection process was to balance environmental, economic 

and social considerations in identifying alternative routes and ultimately 
selecting the FPR. 

 

#10 – Public Participation: 
 An extensive four round consultation program was undertaken with 

governments, stakeholders, Aboriginal groups and the public to assist in 
the selection of the preferred route and to identify issues to be 
addressed in the environmental assessment of the preferred route. 
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• Keewatinoow CS 
• Transmission line 
 8 construction 

segments 
• Riel CS 

 

Construction 
Planning 
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Manitoba Needs Bipole III 

Peak Load that would 
have to be served in a 
catastrophic failure of 
Dorsey Station or BPI 
& BPII 

Load that Manitoba 
Hydro could supply 
without BPI & BPII 
(including imports) 

1500 MW 

BPIII: 
solution 
to our  
energy 
shortfall 
problem 
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Thank you  
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