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An historical MAn historical Méétis Communitytis Community

•• St. Laurent is our largest MSt. Laurent is our largest Méétis community tis community 
situated on the sandy shores of Lake MB.situated on the sandy shores of Lake MB.

•• Hunting, trapping and particularly fishing Hunting, trapping and particularly fishing 
are their cultural traditions and financially are their cultural traditions and financially 
support many Msupport many Méétis families.tis families.

•• Lake MB is everything to its aboriginal Lake MB is everything to its aboriginal 
communities; Mcommunities; Méétis and First Nations. tis and First Nations. 



The MThe Méétis welcomed us tis welcomed us 

•• Our Association members are year round Our Association members are year round 
residents, cottagers, commuters, students, residents, cottagers, commuters, students, 
seniors, retirees, French and English; residents seniors, retirees, French and English; residents 
from many different backgrounds, aboriginal and from many different backgrounds, aboriginal and 
nonnon--aboriginal alike. aboriginal alike. 

•• Our members are strongly opposed to intensive Our members are strongly opposed to intensive 
hog operations locating anywhere near our hog operations locating anywhere near our 
wetlands.wetlands.



Why are our members opposed? Why are our members opposed? 
See the Headlines:See the Headlines:

























But thereBut there’’s good news toos good news too
•• Water Protection Act seems Water Protection Act seems 

constructive.constructive.

•• Creation of Lake MB Creation of Lake MB 

Stewardship Board.Stewardship Board.

•• DunnottarDunnottar RM has outlawed RM has outlawed 

septic fields. septic fields. 

•• ConservationConservation’’s s ““ExaminationExamination””
suggests  some hope for Lake suggests  some hope for Lake 
Wpg, and perhaps Lake MB too.Wpg, and perhaps Lake MB too.

•• Some Some ILOsILOs appear to be appear to be 
improving improving –– ex. Marble Ridge ex. Marble Ridge 
HutteriteHutterite ColonyColony



But thereBut there’’s good news toos good news too



But thereBut there’’s good news toos good news too



What are our main concerns? What are our main concerns? 

•• We expect and demand healthy ground water.We expect and demand healthy ground water.

•• We expect and demand protection for Lake We expect and demand protection for Lake 
Manitoba waters and its fish stocks. Manitoba waters and its fish stocks. 

•• Tourism is growing in our RM. All enjoy our  Tourism is growing in our RM. All enjoy our  
beautiful public beaches, lakefront beautiful public beaches, lakefront 
developments, marshes, navigable channels, developments, marshes, navigable channels, 
bird watching, and our new golf course, except bird watching, and our new golf course, except 
when therewhen there’’s the south wind stench.s the south wind stench.



And listen to our MAnd listen to our Méétis Fishers  tis Fishers  

““There are dead zones now There are dead zones now 
all over our lake,           all over our lake,           

no fish thereno fish there””

says Msays Méétis fishertis fisher

AudieAudie CarriCarrièèrere



And listen to our MAnd listen to our Méétis Fishers  tis Fishers  

““For the last few years, I For the last few years, I 

havenhaven’’t been able to make t been able to make 

enough from fishing. Not enough from fishing. Not 

like I used to. Ilike I used to. I’’ve had to go ve had to go 

to Alberta to workto Alberta to work””, states , states 

MMéétis fisher Dave Brucetis fisher Dave Bruce



And listen to our MAnd listen to our Méétis Fishers  tis Fishers  

“Thankfully, our kids are now on 
their own and doing well.  I 
wouldn’t want to have to 

depend on fishing to pay for 
their post secondary 

education”, observes teacher 
and fisher Brigitte Carrière



And listen to our MAnd listen to our Méétis Fishers  tis Fishers  

“Something needs to  be done 

very soon to protect the 

fishery”, warns Métis fisher 

Merrill Bruce



And listen to our MAnd listen to our Méétis Fishers  tis Fishers  

““I want my kids to have the I want my kids to have the 
opportunity to fish for a opportunity to fish for a 

living. Theyliving. They’’ve grown up with ve grown up with 
it. But I donit. But I don’’t know if that t know if that will
be there for thembe there for them””, worries , worries 

MMéétis fisher tis fisher JulienJulien ChartrandChartrand. . 



And listen to our MAnd listen to our Méétis Fishers  tis Fishers  

““II’’ve been fishing for ve been fishing for 

41 years and I41 years and I’’m concerned m concerned 
about the dwindling fish about the dwindling fish 

stocksstocks””, reflects M, reflects Méétis fisher tis fisher 

Douglas Bruce. Douglas Bruce. 



And listen to our MAnd listen to our Méétis Fishers  tis Fishers  

“When we first set our nets 
after freeze up, we often pull 

up nothing but algae”, 
complains Métis fisher 

Frank Bruce . 



Water Water WaterWater Everywhere  Everywhere  

•• Our RM is a highly sensitive ecological area Our RM is a highly sensitive ecological area ––
ILOsILOs would not be environmentally sustainable.would not be environmentally sustainable.

•• J R Cousins Report says our soils are too porous.J R Cousins Report says our soils are too porous.

•• Our Interlake wetlands are no place for any Our Interlake wetlands are no place for any 
more sources of contaminants. more sources of contaminants. 

•• 10 years to contaminate; 30 years to remediate.10 years to contaminate; 30 years to remediate.

•• Our Lake MB algae concerns.Our Lake MB algae concerns.



Points for the Province to PonderPoints for the Province to Ponder

•• With boil water advisories and beaches being closed for With boil water advisories and beaches being closed for 
high ehigh e--coli counts, how long until our drinking water has coli counts, how long until our drinking water has 
to be boiled and our beaches closed?to be boiled and our beaches closed?

•• Will we heed the warning signs? Our lake and aquifer Will we heed the warning signs? Our lake and aquifer 
are having environmental chest pains; is an are having environmental chest pains; is an 
environmental heart attack necessary before we address environmental heart attack necessary before we address 
the causes?the causes?

•• ArenAren’’t these naturet these nature’’s way of telling us to slow down?s way of telling us to slow down?

•• WeWe’’re flirting with environmental bankruptcy re flirting with environmental bankruptcy –– so should so should 
we now add or expand hog factories? Wouldnwe now add or expand hog factories? Wouldn’’t that be t that be 
like buying a new car when youlike buying a new car when you’’re already in re already in 
financial trouble?financial trouble?



More Points to PonderMore Points to Ponder

•• Has the Province considered if it has a legal duty Has the Province considered if it has a legal duty 
to consult with Aboriginal people? Should the to consult with Aboriginal people? Should the 
SCC decisions in SCC decisions in HaidaHaida, , TakuTaku River, and River, and MikesewMikesew
Cree Cree bebe followed before any more damage is followed before any more damage is 
done by the hog industry to the aboriginal done by the hog industry to the aboriginal 
fishing industry.fishing industry.

•• Has the Province considered whether it is in a Has the Province considered whether it is in a 
conflict of interest?conflict of interest?



Review of Earlier CEC Interlake HearingsReview of Earlier CEC Interlake Hearings
•• Respect and caution for Respect and caution for ““sciencescience””..

•• We are encouraged by those operators who We are encouraged by those operators who 
claim to cause minimal environmental disruption claim to cause minimal environmental disruption 
like the Marble Ridge like the Marble Ridge HutteriteHutterite Colony, George Colony, George 
Matheson of Stonewall, and Calvin Penner of Matheson of Stonewall, and Calvin Penner of 
Argyle.Argyle.

•• But as Darcy But as Darcy PaulsPauls of of PuratonePuratone freely admits, freely admits, 
therethere’’s more room for improvement.s more room for improvement.

•• We agree with Larry Hofer that improvements We agree with Larry Hofer that improvements 
are everyoneare everyone’’s responsibility.s responsibility.



RecommendationsRecommendations

•• We endorse the recommendations of our We endorse the recommendations of our 
neighbours the Concerned Citizens of Grosse Isle.neighbours the Concerned Citizens of Grosse Isle.

•• We recommend that our RM should be designated We recommend that our RM should be designated 
at least a Class 6, and perhaps a Class 7,        at least a Class 6, and perhaps a Class 7,        
soils area.soils area.

•• We recommend a more effective plan to cap We recommend a more effective plan to cap 
abandoned wells.abandoned wells.

•• We recommend that the Province consider We recommend that the Province consider 
whether it has a legal obligation to consult with whether it has a legal obligation to consult with 
aboriginal fishers.aboriginal fishers.



More RecommendationsMore Recommendations

•• We recommend that the Province work We recommend that the Province work 
cooperatively with DFO and Environment cooperatively with DFO and Environment 
Canada Canada –– see EC News Release.see EC News Release.

•• We recommend stiffer penalties for polluters by We recommend stiffer penalties for polluters by 
expanding the jurisdiction of the Farm Practices expanding the jurisdiction of the Farm Practices 
Protection Board to awardProtection Board to award damages, to be paid damages, to be paid 
into an environmental fund.into an environmental fund.

•• We recommend that the CEC make the tough We recommend that the CEC make the tough 
recommendations required.recommendations required.



Questions?Questions?

•• Wells and aquifer Wells and aquifer –– Harry Frederick, Interlake Harry Frederick, Interlake 
Well Drilling Contractor (retired).Well Drilling Contractor (retired).

•• Fishers and our soil conditions Fishers and our soil conditions –– Cheryl Smith, Cheryl Smith, 
life long St. Laurent life long St. Laurent MetisMetis resident from one of resident from one of 
its many fishing families.its many fishing families.

•• Other issues Other issues –– Randal T. Smith, Q.C., President Randal T. Smith, Q.C., President 
of Sandpiper Beach / Lake MB Estates of Sandpiper Beach / Lake MB Estates 
Association.Association.
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Merci Merci -- Thank youThank you
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