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Excerpt

The very notion of a cumulative effect is predicated on the idea that the
complex nature of environmental systems precludes a reductionist approach.
Yet, as one interviewee explained, speaking to an example of

interdependence in an ecological system, we still tend to frame CEA
problems in this matter:

What we tend to do is list the species that are there, and . . . say here
are the effects on the individual species. And we don't look at them as
an ecosystem of interdependent parts where one thing will ripple
through the system. (A)t the project level and any other level, you need
to have it looked at as a system — because that's (the interconnected

system) what the effects will be received by, translated by, magnified by
and so forth.

Gunn, Noble, Conceptual and methodological challenges to
integrating SEA and cumulative effects assessment, Environmental
Impact Assessment Review 31 (2011) 154 — 160, p. 156.



