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1	  CEC	  Keeyask	  Hearings	  	  2013-‐12-‐11	  



•  Chief	  Glenn	  Hudson,	  Peguis	  First	  Na5on	  

•  Dr.	  Niigaanwewidam	  James	  Sinclair	  

•  Mr.	  Nathan	  McCorrister,	  Treaty	  Land	  En5tlement	  
Director	  

•  Mr.	  Jared	  Whelan,	  Whelan	  Enns	  Associates	  Inc.	  

•  Councillor	  Mike	  Sutherland,	  Peguis	  First	  Na5on	  
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Chief	  Glenn	  Hudson	  

Peguis	  First	  Na5on:	  Introduc5on	  and	  Overview	  of	  
Interest	  in	  the	  Keeyask	  CEC	  Proceedings	  
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Chief	  Peguis	  
	  
SeRled	  in	  Netley	  
Creek	  area	  in	  
1700s.	  
	  
Joined	  by	  a	  
number	  of	  Cree	  
families.	  
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Selkirk	  	  
Treaty	  	  
1817	  
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Treaty	  #1,	  1871	  
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1907	  Illegal	  
Surrender	  of	  St.	  
Peters	  Reserve	  
	  
ReseRlement	  to	  
present	  day	  
Peguis	  reserve.	  
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•  1990s	  two	  claims	  were	  ini5ated	  by	  Peguis	  First	  
Na5on	  
– Treaty	  Land	  En5tlement	  

•  SeRled	  on	  April	  29,	  2008	  
•  166,000	  acres	  of	  land	  
•  $64	  million	  to	  acquire	  lands	  

–  Illegal	  Surrender	  of	  St.	  Peter’s	  Reserve	  
•  SeRled	  on	  September	  27,	  2010	  
•  $126	  Million	  
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An	  integrated	  system:	  	  
•  Water	  flows	  to	  

dams	  in	  the	  north,	  
transmission	  lines	  
carry	  energy	  
through	  Peguis	  
tradi5onal	  
territory	  

	  
•  Hydro	  ac5vi5es	  

disrupt	  the	  
interconnected	  
lakes	  and	  
tributaries	  	  	  
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Manitoba	  
Historic	  Trea5es	  	  
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•  Colonialism	  &	  Neo-‐Colonialism	  
– 15th	  Century:	  Doctrine	  of	  Discovery	  
– “Terra	  Nullius”	  	  

•  Land	  Belongs	  to	  No	  One	  
– 1670:	  Grant	  of	  Rupert’s	  Land	  to	  Hudson	  Bay	  
Company	  

– 1870:	  Hudson	  Bay	  Company	  sells	  Rupert’s	  Land	  to	  
Canada	  for	  300,000	  pounds	  ($1.5	  million)	  

– No	  Consent	  from	  Indigenous	  Peoples	  	  
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•  Colonialism	  &	  Neo-‐Colonialism	  
– 1930:	  Natural	  Resources	  Transfer	  Act	  

•  Federal	  government	  transfers	  Crown	  lands	  and	  
resources	  to	  Manitoba	  
•  No	  consulta5on	  or	  consent	  of	  Indigenous	  peoples	  
	  

– By	  1930,	  only	  2.6%	  of	  land	  reserved	  for	  Indians	  as	  
compared	  to	  6.1%	  held	  by	  Hudson	  Bay	  Company,	  
and	  16.9%	  reserved	  for	  the	  railway	  	  	  
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•  Royal	  Commission	  of	  Aboriginal	  Peoples,	  1996	  
– Concepts	  such	  as	  Terra	  Nullius	  and	  the	  Doctrine	  of	  
Discovery	  are	  factually,	  legally	  and	  morally	  wrong.	  

– Such	  concepts	  no	  longer	  form	  part	  of	  the	  law	  
making	  or	  policy	  development	  by	  Canadian	  
governments	  

– Such	  concepts	  will	  not	  be	  the	  basis	  of	  arguments	  
presented	  to	  the	  courts	  
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•  United	  Na5ons	  Declara5on	  on	  the	  Rights	  of	  
Indigenous	  Peoples	  

– Ar5cle	  19:	  Free,	  Prior	  and	  Informed	  Consent	  

– Ar5cle	  26:	  Indigenous	  peoples	  have	  …	  
•  rights	  to	  lands,	  territories	  and	  resources	  they	  
tradi5onally	  owned,	  occupied	  or	  used	  
•  right	  to	  own,	  use	  and	  develop	  these	  lands	  
•  AND	  states	  shall	  give	  legal	  recogni5on	  to	  these	  rights	  
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Dr.	  Niigaanwewidam	  James	  Sinclair	  
	  

2013-‐12-‐11	   CEC	  Keeyask	  Hearings	  	   18	  



Mr.	  Nathan	  McCorrister	  
TLE	  Director	  

Treaty	  Land	  En5tlement	  
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Mr.	  Jared	  Whelan	  
Preliminary	  Summary	  of	  Community	  
Surveys	  About	  Northern	  Land	  and	  

Water	  Use	  
	  

2013-‐12-‐11	   CEC	  Keeyask	  Hearings	  	   20	  



Councillor	  Mike	  Sutherland	  
The	  Anishnabe	  Worldview,	  and	  
Flooding	  and	  Adverse	  Effects	  
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•  Chief	  Peguis	  
journeyed	  to	  
York	  Factory,	  
September	  
1814	  

•  Peguis	  People	  
con5nue	  to	  
exercise	  their	  
rights	  in	  the	  
north	  
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Lake	  Winnipeg	  
Watershed	  
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Nelson	  River	  
Watershed	  
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Fisher	  River	  	  
Water	  Basin	  
•  Flooding	  in	  

Peguis:	  	  
•  Drainage	  

south	  of	  
Peguis	  

•  Levels	  of	  Lake	  
Winnipeg	  
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•  Anishinabe	  World	  View	  
– Peguis	  has	  Anishnabe	  and	  Cree	  families	  living	  in	  
our	  community	  

– Share	  world	  views	  on	  the	  environment	  and	  
natural	  law	  given	  to	  us	  by	  the	  Creator	  

– Respect	  for	  Land	  and	  Water	  is	  inherent	  	  
– “The	  Land	  cannot	  speak	  for	  itself,	  we	  have	  to	  
speak	  for	  it.”	  

– Responsibility	  for	  protec5ng	  the	  environment	  is	  
sacred	  and	  cannot	  be	  delegated	  
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•  Anishinabe	  World	  View	  
“For	  Indian	  people,	  land	  is	  much	  more	  than	  a	  source	  
of	  profit	  and	  wealth	  crea5on	  or	  a	  place	  in	  which	  to	  
reside	  temporarily.	  	  Their	  aRachment	  to	  the	  land	  is	  
part	  of	  a	  spiritual	  rela5onship	  with	  the	  universe,	  its	  
elements	  and	  its	  creatures.	  	  Indian	  people	  see	  
themselves	  as	  caretakers	  of	  the	  land	  and	  its	  
resources.”	  	  
	   	   	   	  Penner	  Report,	  Indian	  Self-‐Government	  in	  
	   	   	   	   	  Canada	  	  
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•  Anishinabe	  World	  View	  
– Need	  for	  Ceremony	  

•  Shake	  Tent	  is	  the	  only	  way	  we	  can	  truly	  say	  we	  have	  
consulted	  with	  our	  Guardians	  to	  the	  fullest	  extent	  

– Memegwesiwag	  or	  ‘LiRle	  Rock	  People’	  
•  Spiritual	  beings	  that	  reside	  beside	  the	  riverways	  and	  
have	  their	  homes	  among	  the	  rocks	  
•  Pass	  on	  the	  knowledge	  of	  tradi5onal	  healing	  plants	  
•  One	  of	  our	  sacred	  Grandfathers	  and	  we	  must	  protect	  
anything	  that	  is	  sacred	  
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•  Anishinabe	  World	  View	  
– Water:	  Lifeblood	  of	  Mother	  Earth	  

– Failure	  to	  protect	  the	  lifeblood	  of	  Mother	  Earth	  is	  
a	  breach	  of	  our	  sacred	  duty	  to	  protect	  the	  
environment	  and	  Mother	  Earth	  

– Teaching	  these	  du5es	  to	  our	  people	  
• Ways	  of	  Our	  People	  Program	  
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•  Peguis	  First	  Na5ons	  Videos	  
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•  Thank	  you	  

2013-‐12-‐11	   CEC	  Keeyask	  Hearings	  	   34	  


