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1 Tuesday, Cctober 8, 2013

2 Upon commencing at 1:21 p.m

3 CHI EF GARSON: First of all thank you
4 everyone for being here. And, all of the students,
5 | thank you for com ng, and hopefully you will cone

6 to understand the purpose of this gathering here in

7 at TCN.
8 Wel cone M. Chai rman, and Commi ssi oners of
9 the C ean Environnent Comm SsSi on. That is these

10 peopl e up here. And, actually they will be taking
11 over the process as we go along, and after | have
12 made ny speech, and | would |like to wel come the

13 representatives of Manitoba Hydro. They are, |

14 believe they are in the back.

15 And al so, Honoured Guests, Chief Spence
16 from Fox Lake, thank you for being here. Chi ef

17 Constant from York Factory is here as well. Thank
18 you for being here.

19 And, also, all of you nmenbers of TCN, that
20 are here. It is, | believe we have to | eave by

21 five, so we have sone tine. So also, this is an

22 opportunity for all TCN nenbers to voice their

23 opi nion on proposed Keeyask Ceneration Project, this
24 is your chance to speak, and don't be shy. And,

25 just say what you feel is in your heart, and what,
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Page 2
how you feel about the process that we have gone

t hrough, and the proposed project itself.

Ckay, to, welcone you, also, | would like
to have Reverand Martha Spence cone up to open us
with a prayer. Actually, we only have one
m crophone, so we have to pass this around. I f you
could all stand, please.

(Openi ng Prayer)

CHI EF GARSON: Those of you who are sitting
in the chairs, could you nove up a little, please, so
we could have a little roomin the back. Apparently,
there are nore students com ng. Move up. So ki ds
if you could nove, nove along to the back, please.

kay. So, we will get started. Agai n
just want to wel cone everybody, and | didn't, | kind
of underestimated the nunber of students, so | did
mention to the Chairman earlier today, that there is
a lot of kids in this comunity, and you have proven
me right. So thank you for being here. Teachers
t hat brought the students, that is good.

What | want to do is before we get to the
actual proceedings, | just wanted to nention to you
t he significance of this gathering. This is an
opportunity for TCN, young and old, to have their

t houghts, as to how they really feel about the
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1 proposed Keeyask Generating Station. Ckay, and you

2 have that opportunity today to ask the questions

3 about the project. Concerns that you nmay have, and,
4 of course, as | nentioned earlier your feelings.

5 And that when you do nake the conmments, and your

6 speech, that you do say what you really feel. That
7 is what | really recomrend. That is what happens

8 here today in this gathering.

9 So, | just want to go back a little bit,

10 want to nention, because of the students that are

11 here just to give you a history of TCN s rel ationship
12 W th Hydro. TCN s relationship with Hydro has

13 actual ly begun back, back in the '50s. | don't know
14 if I want to call it a relationship at the tine.

15 But at that time TCNreally didn't have a say in

16 regards to the Kel sey Dam

17 The ol d people tell the story that one day
18 they saw a puff of snoke sout hwest of here, and they
19 had no idea what it was until they went to

20 i nvesti gate. And what the story that they tell is
21 Hydro was beginning to build generating stations

22 within TCN territory.

23 Just to give you an indication of what TCN
24 territory is, it was actually done in the late 1900s,

25 early '20s it was done by four people and, elders
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1 obvi ously now in our terns. And what they surveyed

2 wthin the area, it starts off to the east as the

3 starting point or the boundary line is the railway

4 that leads up to Churchill. And as far west as past
5 Troy Lake, and the bridge area to the west. And, to
6 the north, it extends past Churchill River, and to

7 the south it goes down to Dafoe Lake, that way it

8 goes quite a way down south. But it represents 7

9 percent of Manit oba. Which is a huge area. A huge
10 area of Manitoba that, that TCN, | guess, that has as
11 our resource area.

12 So goi ng back to the Kel sey days, the story
13 that goes is that there was a puff of snoke, our

14 el ders went there, Hydro was beginning to cause

15 i mpacts in our resource area. They didn't have a

16 say init. But it was Hydro had noved forward to

17 build a dam however, what had happened at the tine
18 was our people, because of the econony at the tine,
19 and the work, that they desperately needed to support
20 their famlies, they worked for that project.

21 And obviously it was done in the early, it was done

22 inthe early '60's, and so forth. But there was a
23 | ot of work that was done after that fact.
24 So, given that experience that TCN had in

25 relation to Hydro devel opnent within our area, in the
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early '70s, TCN was one of the First Nations that got

together with other First Nations, four First
Nati ons, which, which becane the Northern Fl ood
Conmi ttee. And the First Nations that were there
was TCN, Cross Lake, Norway House, Nel son House, and
York Factory First Nation.

Those were the original five Northern Fl ood
Commttee First Nations that had gotten together to,
to meet with Hydro and say, okay, if you want to

buil d anynore generating stations within our area,

you need to talk with us. You need to provide us
conpensati on. You need to provide us economc
benefits. And even busi ness benefits. And even to

the point, and this was the early 1970s, the people
at that tinme had nentioned that they wanted a part of
those, those projects, as ownership. So this new,
this idea of being part owners of the proposed
Keeyask Generating Station, is not a new idea, it
happened t hen. So, it was an old idea that becane
reality, as we were negotiating the Keeyask
generating process.

Just to give you an idea of what happened
then in 1977, the five First Nations along with Hydro
and Canada and the Province signed what we call the

Nort hern Fl ood Agreenent. June -- Decenber, sorry,
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1 but, so 15, 16 years went by. But m nd you during

2 that tinme Kettle was being built at that tine. In

3 the late '60s, early '70s. So when these

4 di scussi ons were going on, there was conti nuous work
5 by Manitoba Hydro within TCN territory.

6 So, given that we, the Northern Fl ood

7 Agreenment represented a hope for the Northern Fl ood

8 bands to receive fair conpensation, and provide

9 trai ning, and econom c devel opnent, and

10 opportunities, and even business benefits. However,
11 15, 16 years went by, nothing really happened.

12 Hydro basically was piece-nealing these First

13 Nat i ons. kay? W will give you this much for

14 that, that nuch for that, and that much for that.

15 So not hing ever really happened. And that is a |long
16 time, 15, 16 years to have gone by w thout anything
17 signi ficant happeni ng.

18 So, and the nention, the, what we call the
19 Northern Flood Arbitrator fromthe five First Nations
20 that signed the Northern Fl ood Agreenent there was
21 over a hundred clainms that have been brought forth by
22 the First Nations for conpensation, and for whatever
23 it is, whatever article that they applied to. To
24 hel p the First Nations get, you know, get what they

25 rightfully deserved at the tine. But it just so
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1 happened in '88 there was a new approach that was

2 brought on by Mnitoba Hydro, Canada, and the

3 Provi nce. Basically, they called it a gl obal

4 settlenment within the five First Nations. And,

5 there was a | ot of nobney that was invol ved. I

6 Dbelieve there was over two hundred mllion dollars

7 that was prom sed to the five First Nations at the
8 tinme. Al ong, of course, obviously, with the water,
9 and sewer, the Claim138 that canme out of that |ater
10 on, as the years went by. But what had happened,
11 there cane a tinme when the five First Nations sat

12 down to vote on the global, proposed gl obal

13 settlenent.

14 The other four First Nations decided no.
15 | don't think we really need this at this tine. For
16 whatever reasons that they had at the tine.

17 Overwhel mngly there were four First Nations other
18 than TCN said no to the package, because what had
19 happened at the tine was, when the proposed

20 settlenment was given to the five First Nations there
21 was a lot of infighting anongst the five First

22 Nat i ons. And, so, it never worked out. |t never
23 did pan out, as to how we had hoped, as Northern

24  Flood Commttee Bands to nmake sure that this, that

25 this settlenment be ratified.
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1 But TCN took the position at that tine

2 because the door was open. To step into that door
3 and get sonething done after 15, 16 years of not hing.
4 So we took that opportunity to create sonething for
5 oursel ves as TCN peopl e. It wasn't the Chief and

6 Council at the tinme that decided this. It was the
7 menber shi p that decided this. So, that is the

8 approach, and that is the route that we took as TCN.
9 And obvi ously, when we started negotiating, we did
10 have an agreenent in '92, June 24 of '92 the people
11 of TCN ratified 1992 agreenent. Wiich is where we
12 are today.

13 Today we are inplenmenting, we are doing the
14  best that we can to inplenent 1992 agreenent. The
15 signatories to that agreenent, is Canada, Province,
16 Hydro, and TCN. So there is five governnents that

17 signed or should | say three governnments and a

18 corporation that signed that agreenent. It is quite
19 conplex, there is a lot of articles in there that
20 need proper inplenmentation, and | ot of hope and
21 prom ses that are there.
22 W have cone a | ong way since. But, as
23 any, any agreenent that is signed within First
24 Nations would, be it a mning conpany or whatever it

25 may be, other big corporations, there is always a
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1 fight. It is always the First Nations that have to
2 fight to inplenent those articles because a | ot of
3 times the partners to those agreenents continue to
4 redefine the articles within, as opposed to the way
5 we understand them So, it is a continuous fight.
6 And it is still happening today. We still have, we
7 still have to fight for what we believe is rightfully
8 ours. So that, battle continues, and it wll
9 conti nue.
10 So, fromthat '92 agreenent, of course, the
11 Keeyask process cane in. And, fromthat Keeyask
12 process, there was another ratification process, a
13 referendumthat was given to the people, to decide on
14  JKDA and the Adverse Effects Agreenent, and the 2008
15 Amendi ng Agreenment that is fromours, TCN. From
16 1992 agreenent canme three other agreenents. And |
17 want to nmake that clear, 1992 agreenent, you know, is
18 the nother of all of those, but don't forget the 1977
19 agreenent still stands today. It is there. I
20 wanted to nmeke that point very clearly to you guys,
21 SO you under st and.
22 So negotiations went on for about eight
23 years and it was a lot of difficult nonments. A | ot
24 of , when you are fighting, and negotiating, that is
25 what it is all about. Getting what you want for the
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1 First Nation. And there is a | ot of obviously,

2 there was a | ot of neetings, there was a | ot of costs
3 that went into that, that process. Bi g costs. So
4 after these, when these agreenents were ratified by

5 the people it was TCN' s, the | eadership, and even the
6 menber s. The | eadership on behal f of the nenbers,

7 it is, our job is to make sure that these articles

8 are inplenmented as we understand them And how it

9 could benefit us as a First Nation in the future.

10 Because the people ratified those

11 agreenents, expecting econom c benefits, business

12 opportunities, and of course fair conpensation, and
13 there is prograns in there too, that you have to make
14 sure that these prograns are being delivered to the
15 comunity as proni sed. That is the job of the

16 | eadership of this community, and also, to keep in

17 m nd that the people of this community will have to
18 be infornmed as you go. Step by step. Because

19 there is a lot of, | wouldn't say m sunderstandi ng,
20 although it is there, but there is a |ack of
21 under st andi ng of these agreenents. But it is our job
22 is to make sure that you do understand what is there
23 for the future of TCN.
24 VWhich is why | amvery happy that the young
25 peopl e are here today. Because you will carry on
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sone day, if you decide to be a leader in this

communi ty. You wi |l decide, and you will have that
chance to nake a difference in this conmunity based
on those agreenments that have been there. Because
the Northern Fl ood Agreenent is about 40 sonething
years old. So this wll continue.

There is a marriage that we have here.
There is a marriage that TCN has with Hydro. But ,
like any other marriage, in real life, there is also,
there is always the difficulties that you go through
and di sagreenents that you go through, as you go
along and trying to make sonething right. And
maki ng sure that it happens, and, there is a positive
result at the end of the day.

So | wanted to nmention those to you today,
that the struggle for TCNwill continue and, we wll
al ways be the ones that, in other words, TCN through
your speeches today, and your thoughts, your
aspirations, the |eadership of this community picks
up on that, and we take it forward. Because t oday
is an opportunity that you have, that opportunity to
speak on how you really feel. But | want to nention
one thing, the process, these agreenents have al ready
been ratified by the people of TCN This is what

they want for the future, the children that you see
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1 here, and their children as well. So don't be
2 afraid to speak, say what you really want to say.
3 So, in closing, | want to again say thank
4 you for being here. | believe, | don't knowif we
5 can open the wi ndows, but | can already feel the heat
6 in the building, up here. And I will, | guess, hand
7 it over to the Chairman now, M. Terry Sargeant.
8 So, you can take it fromthere.
9 Just to let you know, the Comm ssion you
10 see here will introduce thenselves, and it is
11 actually, they will take the responsibility to nake
12 sure that they hear all of your concerns, and,
13 everything el se that you need to say. So, they wll
14 take care of that, and you can introduce yoursel ves,
15 and | believe we are going to be watching a video.
16 Ckay. Screen, is it on the wall, or is it going to
17 be on that thing? kay. So you are the screen
18 operat or? kay. Thank you. Counci Il or from Fox
19 Lake. Ckay.
20 So, Terry, I will officially hand it over
21 to you. Take it from here.
22 THE CHAI RVMAN:  Thank you very nuch, Chi ef
23 Gar son.
24 Good afternoon, and welcone to this session
25 of the C ean Environment Conm ssion hearings. And,
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1 a particular welcone to all of the students who have
2 cone here fromthe Tataskweyak School. M nane is

3 Terry Sargeant, | amthe Chair of the C ean

4  Environnent Conm ssion, | amalso the Chair of this

5 panel that will be conducting the review of the

6 Keeyask Generation Project.

7 At the outset, | would |ike to acknow edge,
8 that we are neeting here today, in the traditional

9 territory of the Tataskweyak Cree Nation, and the War
10 Lake First Nation, which operate together for the

11 pur poses of Keeyask as the Cree Nation partners.

12 | would Iike to introduce the other nenbers of our

13 panel, on ny far left is Judy Bradley, next to her is
14 Jim Shaw, to ny right is Edwi n Yee, and, at the end
15 of the table is Reg Nepinak.

16 Also with us today, | would like to

17 i ntroduce sone of our staff, and advisors who are

18 with us today. Qur Comm ssion secretary, Cathy

19 Johnson, adm nistrative assistants Joyce Miel |l er, and
20  Any Kagaoan. Qur | egal counsel, Mchael G een, and
21 our report witer Bob Arnmstrong.
22 | would like to explain a little bit about
23 why we are here today, and it m ght help sonme of you
24  understand what we are |ooking for this afternoon.
25 W are here today, because | ast Novenber the Mnister
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1 of Conservation and Water Stewardship had asked us at

2 the C ean Environnment Comm ssion to hold public

3 hearings to review the environnmental inpact statenent
4 for the Keeyask Ceneration Project as proposed by the
5 Keeyask Hydropower Limted Partnership.

6 The M nister specifically asked us to

7 review the EIS, to review the proponent's public

8 consul tation process, and to recommend whet her or not
9 a licence should be issued for the project, and if

10 so, to recomend whatever mtigative neasures m ght
11 be needed to overcone any potential environmental

12 danmage.

13 He al so asked us to hold hearings in the
14 area at the project, to allow reasonabl e access for
15 peopl e who |ived near the proposed dam As was

16  expl ai ned somewhat by the Chief in his opening

17 comments, this is a unique project given that the

18 proponent is a partnership, with includes four First
19 Nations in the i medi ate area of the proposed

20 generation dam Because of this we felt it was

21 inportant to hear from people in these comunities.
22 We have already held hearings in Gllamand in

23 Thonpson. As well at the invitation of Chiefs and
24 Council| we have been in some First Nation

25 comunities, two-weeks ago we were in Bird and York
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1 Landi ng, today we are here in Split Lake. Tonor r ow
2 at the request of Pimcikanmak, we will be hol ding

3 hearings in Cross Lake.

4 And | ater on, about two-weeks, from now, on
5 Oct ober 21, we will begin hearings in the city of

6 Wnnipeg, which will go on for a nunber of weeks.

7 W will try, and I think it is evident already, we

8 wll try to be as informal as possible in order to

9 encourage as many people as would |ike to cone

10 forward, and say their piece.

11 Qur hearings are recorded at the

12 requi rement of the Environment Act. Ver bati m

13 transcripts, are provided fairly shortly, within a

14 few days, they will be up on our website.

15 Anyone who is present can nake a

16 presentati on. It is fairly sinple. What we are

17 | ooking for is, we would like to know who you are, we
18 would |ike to know how the project may inpact, or

19 benefit you. W woul d like to know your views on
20 whether or not the project is good for the province
21 of Manitoba, and nore specifically, whether or not it
22 is good for your communities. We woul d |ike to know
23 your views on what decisions the panel shoul d make,
24 and what recommendati ons we mght nake to mtigate
25 potential problens.
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Typically, our presentations are 15 m nutes

| ong, however, we do allow sone |atitude when there
are a group, or a specific presentation that nay be
present ed. You can, if you wi sh, make your
presentation in your own | anguage. | under st and,
from Chief Garson, that there is a translator in the
room who will translate, if anybody wi shes to nake a
presentation in Cree.

And, finally, I would like to note if there
is anybody who is not able to be here today, or if
there are people who are here today, who are not
confortable in speaking in public, we do wel cone
written subm ssions. These can be as sinple as an
e-mail, or a letter, or you can go to our website and
enter your coments there. We do have a deadli ne,
it is still a ways off, we would Iike any witten

presentations in by Novenber 14.

That concl udes ny openi ng comrents. we
will be showi ng a video, which has been prepared by
t he Partnership. Followng that, | wll invite

anyone in the audi ence who wi shes to nmake a
presentation to do so. A coupl e of people have

al ready identified thenselves, I will call upon them
first, and then open it up.

| would ask, there is a large gathering in
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1 this room it is a bit crowded, but, | would |ike ask

2 you to keep the chatter in the roomkeep it down,

3 pl ease don't talk within the room If you really

4 must talk with people near you, just show courtesy to
5 the others in the roomwho are making their

6 presentations by taking your conversations out of the
7 room

8 | would now like to turn it over to Halina,
9 who will be setting up the video.

10 (Translation to Cree).

11 THE CHAI RVMAN:  Thank you, M. Spence. I
12 didn't notice anybody snickering, so he nust have

13 said nice things about ne, or he didn't say any nasty
14  things about ne.

15 One thing I forgot in the, my opening

16 comments | wanted to thank the people in the

17 comunity that made this wonderful lunch for us and
18 the people from Sodexo who brought nore [unch so we
19 are well filled up. Are we ready to go with the
20 video? We will turn it over to the Partnership and
21  the video.
22 (Vi deo shown).
23 THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you. | believe we
24 need to set up another slide show, so, we will take

25 about a five mnute break, and get that set up and we
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1 wll resune in five mnutes.

2 (HEARI NGS RECESSED BRI EFLY).

3 THE CHAI RMAN:  Now, we have, could we cone
4 back to order, please. First up, we have Janet

5 Mclvor, who will be presenting a slide showwith a

6 voi ce over. Her sister, Mary Wavey wi |l al so be

7 speaking as well as four students who will be making
8 presentations, | turn it over now, to Janet, are you
9 ready to go?

10 (While view ng slide show)

11 M5 JANET MCIVOR: Yes, ready to go.

12 Tansi, everybody, | amso glad to see you guys here,
13 and we are here to support each other. This is not
14 only happening to us, it is happening to everybody.
15 It is affecting everybody. And we will tell Qur

16 Story.

17 M5 MARY WAVEY: Hello ny nane is Mary, and
18 this is our story, these are our children and our

19 grandchi l dren, and these are our ancestors. Qur
20 grandf ather's | and.
21 M5 JANET MCIVOR: Qur Granny Evel yn and our
22 famly. Qur story started before contact, way
23 bef ore Manitoba Resource permt 1949. Way before
24 Mani t oba Hydro 1956. Qur sister found this arrow
25 head, it is a historical finding that we had. And,
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1 we have stone carving | egends, Petro -- and ancient
2 history is our findings in that |and. St one
3 carving, this will be forever |ost.
4 Qur grandfat her George Sanders died trying
5 to save his son Jonat han Sanders on this river. How
6 great a love is that? W were raised to respect,
7 | ove, protect the | and. We used the | and ani mal s,
8 and water as a gift fromour Creator.
9 Qur great grandfather Joseph Sanders, and
10 grandnot her Evel yn nee Flett. And their children
11 spend nost of their lives in district territory,
12 which the elders call the (Cree word) neaning there
13 is the dependence of wildlife to sustain and live
14 there on a year round basis.
15 (I'naudible) is the heart and sole of the
16 famly. Toget herness is cherished. W felt
17 shel tered, values, and |ivelihood, we are taught by
18 our ancestors, last time was our departed | oved ones
19 was to go back to the |and. How strong a connecti on
20 is that? (Cree word) is our hone. The | and of
21 our, the land for our children.
22 These are our uncle Alec and Auntie
23 Hel en at the bottom mddle is our nom Rachel . The
24 top part is Josiah, Uncle Josiah and at the bottom of

25

the boat is Uncle Allison.
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1 This is our past, what will be our future?
2 Er odi ng shorelines forest depletion. |In past the
3 (i naudi bl e) are not nanaged, there should be constant
4 assessnents, evaluations, and traditional know edge
5 shoul d al ways be honoured by our visitors. Mani t oba
6 Hydro only wants to develop and profit fromthe | and.
7 Qur spiritual connection with the land will be | ost,
8 yet we sit in front of the C ean Environnment
9 Conmi ssion determine the fate of our |and, water,
10 ani mal s, and environnent.
11 W al ready see the inpacts. Hydro says
12 m ni mum i npact . It is easy for themto say that
13 they don't live here, and yet, we are 125 percent
14 affected by Kel sey, Linestone, Kettle, Long Spruce,
15 Wiskwat i m
16 As a child we used to wal k run down to the
17 | ake and swim Today we tell our kids not to swm
18 due to the contam nation of our river.
19 M5 MARY WAVEY: Natural beauty is gone.
20 M5 JANET MCI VOR: Water fluctuation is
21 constant, we always have to be cautious. The freedom
22 to just go on boat rides, canoeing is inpacted.
23 I ntruders on not her nature. We al ready see this
24  when we went down the river. There are already a
25 | ot of work down there. They are watching, our
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1 animal s are watching the nature. Most affected will
2 be our children. Leave our ancestors and us in

3 peace, this is where we | ost our |ate brother Leon

4 Ki t chekeesi k.

5 Ckay, our youth will be doing their

6 presentati on. The first one that will be doing, is
7 Leon's Isl and. And that will be Keanna. Keanna

8 Wavey wi |l be doing the presentation of Leon's

9 I sl and. This one will be |ost forever. This is

10 where our late brother's island. Keanna?

11 M5 KEANNA WAVEY: Leon's |Island. This is
12 the place where we renenber our |ate brother before
13 we lost himto the waters of Qull Lake. He was a

14 happy child always smling, |aughing and very

15 i ndependent . After we |lost himour parents and the
16 famly grieved. And we are still grieving today.

17 Because we never had cl osure. Every summer, and

18 especially when the water levels were | ow we woul d

19 walk the shorelines with the possibility of having
20 our closure. Leon's Island was the first canp where
21 our dad made a pernanent canp. I n saying this our
22 dad woul d take the famly on over |and canping, but
23 in tents, he believed in respecting the |and. And
24 this is what he instilled in us today, to respect,
25 and protect the |and.
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The heart breaki ng and unbear abl e | oss of

our brother took its toll on our parents. That is
why our father nade a second canp where the renmains
and structures of our life was taken by the
devastating fires of the sumer. Leon's |sl and was
abandoned and natural vegetation, |ichen, berries,
and tea |l eaves, it was closed to all types of
wildlife needed to sustain us on a year round basis,
a cross stands to honour our brother's life on this
island and still stands.

M5 JANET MCI VOR: Thank you Keanna.

Ni chol as McLeod will do our Dad's main canp.

MR NI CHOLAS MCLECD: The sorrow of | oss of
their son, and brother, our father made anot her canp
to start on their healing process. This canmp was
then used as our main canp on a year round basis.

He taught the children traditional and cul tural
know edge. He showed us how peopl e used to nmake
dwel lings in the past all fromthe earth, this is
all, was also the main route for noose, and cari bou,
and sturgeon was abundant.

He woul d al so take us on expeditions
showi ng where peopl e used to nmake canps. Qur
parents showed us grave sites and told us to respect

a person's final resting place, fromthis place we
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| earn about history.

M5 JANET MCI VOR: Thank you Ni ck. The
next one will be Dana Kitchekeesi k, she will be doing
Lillian's Island.

The natural beauty of this island was
breat ht aking and it nade you feel at peace with
nat ur e. Many hours were spent there by the children
swming in the clear waters, and the beautiful sandy
beach. This was also the area for the many picnics
we had as famly and just having fun.

M5 JANET MCI VOR: Thank you, Dana.

Next one is Xavier Mazurat. He will be doing Looking
Back.

MR. XAVI ER MAZURAT: This area was used to
traditional hunting for --

M5 MARI LYN MAZURAT: This area was used as
a traditional hunting grounds in the spring.

Children were taught traditional teachings on hunting
and preparing food. The young nen were taught how
to trap right and the young | adies were taught how to
prepare the food. Some of the things the children

| earned were plucking goose, getting rabbits, and
cooki ng and using down feathers frombirds to make
war m bl ankets and the boys | earned how to use the

weapons needed to kill their prey. They were al so
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1 taught to respect the -- they were also taught to

2 respect the aninmals and the | and because these things
3 t hey gave us life.

4 M5 JANET MCI VOR:  Thank you, Marilyn.

5 When we | ost our father that died, and ny two younger
6 sisters were present at that time, Marilyn, and

7 d ori a. We never had that closure. It is still

8 wth themtoday. That is why we always make our

9 journey to that |and, and we have that connection

10 over there.

11 And, the questions, | wanted to ask the

12 Cl ean Environnment Conmmi ssion, was suppose sonet hi ng
13 happened in Kel sey, and we never nentioned safety

14  plan. | know there was an incident not too |ong

15 ago, that in the cenent part, it, there was a crack

16 there. Who is responsible if sonething happens?

17 Is there a safety measure in place for our people,

18 because, we are 125 percent affected. Anywhere we
19 turn, we are affected. So that is what we are

20 aski ng.

21 M5 | LLA DI SBROAE: And another one is, if
22 there is a discovery for human remains, | heard about
23 t hi s al ready. At the, at the new construction site,

24 excuse ne, there were remains found, but the foreman

25 said those are only aninmal, animl remains. s he
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an expert to determ ne that? Those sort of things

that are on, in our hearts.

M5 JANET MCIVOR QG| druns. Who, where do
t hey di spose of these? | know t here was one, one of
our rivers got, they say they buried these oil drumns
by Looki ng Back Lake. That is why | nmention there
is no nonitoring with our rivers. The contractors.
And what, what we wanted was for Hydro to have an
assessnent, evaluate all of these dans, that are
affecting our |and. Al of a sudden was the first

50, 60, we are leaving our grandkids early, we don't

even get to reach 90. | notice, | nean the white
people, their lives are |onger than us. There is
toxins in that water. We need eval uati on done.

W have been paying for water bottles, |ook
you guys in front of you got all water bottles. e
spend so much noney on water bottles. It is tinme
Hydro stepped up to the plate to give us all of these
t hi ngs. W are the nost affected here. And,
native title is the legal mssion, that is indigenous
peopl e have rights and interest to their |and that
come fromtheir traditional |aw and custons.

This is true, nmy parents had an arranged
marriage, they didn't know each other until the day

t hey got marri ed. But, when ny grandpa told ny dad
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1 to | ook after the |and, because ny nomwas the el der
2 sibling in that famly. So he | ooked after the | and
3 until my uncles were able to do it. That was the
4 way it was. W didn't follow the trapline | aws, and
5 all of that. This is not about trapline. This is
6 our | and. This is what you guys have to understand.
7 It is not only us that are inpacted.
8 There is other people that Iive out on the | and.
9 They have the same story as us. So, that is what we
10 have to tell the | awers over there. The
11 representatives. Step up to the plate. Don't keep
12 maki ng these adverse affects that you call them Do
13 your jobs right. Don't | ook at the profits all of
14 the tine. W are human bei ngs here. My sister Illa
15 wants to add sonet hing.
16 M5 | LLA DI SBRONE: Ckay, what happens, |
17 was W tnessing a reburial of four thousand year old
18 bones. It nmade news, headlines when they find bones,
19 el sewher e. Why didn't they say anything when they
20 found bones in Gull Lake? Wy, why is it always
21 hi dden. Everything has to be hidden. That i s what
22 they were supposed to rebury those bones, and, it was
23 just not even a hundred feet fromthe yard when they
24  reburied those bones.
25 And the other thing is, with this C ean
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1 Envi ronnment Comm ssion, what is the purpose now for

2 it, when, when you can clearly tell when you go up

3 down river, when you see ice boons right clogging up
4 that main Qull Rapids. They only left alittle

5 space just for a boat to go by. And t hen when t hey
6 say m ni mum danage, when you drive around Gull Lake,
7 you can see already, and the dam m ne and built, and

8 you go for a night drive in Gull Lake, you can see

9 lights right where North South Canp is.
10 | don't know, what they are doing building
11 canps, or are they searching for nore clay, | heard

12 t hey need nore clay. Are they destroying all of

13 this vegetation all of this land in the back, and,
14  when you, when | saw this presentation, it was only
15 t he shorelines. But, it doesn't show how rmuch they
16 destroyed in the back already.

17 The purpose, we are standing here, is for
18 our grandchildren. What are we going to | eave for
19 our grandchildren, nore dams? You can see when they

20 did that presentation of our story, where all of the

21 dans are bottle necking this river. Ri ver, we are
22 right in the center of it. M ni nrum damage. | can
23 see, when Janet nentioned bottled water. When
24 make ny grandson's bottle, | have to use bottled

25 water. And there is no conpensation for that. You
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1 don't see young nothers that are on welfare given

2 that noney to pay for their bottled water. There is
3 a |lot of inpacts you can see. Everything is sugar

4  coat ed.

5 M5 JANET MCI VOR: Thank you 111 a.

6 M5 MARY WAVEY: There is a |lot of history

7 in Gull Lake, there is pictures of the stones, they

8 are called petrogl yphs, stone carvings, and

9 archeol ogi cal site anywhere el se these should woul d
10 have been sonething to be | ooked at.

11 M5 JANET MCIVOR: Ckay, Marilyn? G oria?
12 Mary? Thank you for this time, that you gave us.

13 It has been hard, and it is still hard on the famly.
14 Still hard to |l et go. Thank you.

15 THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you, Janet, and to the
16 rest of your famly, and especially to the four young
17 students who spoke about your story.

18 | would just note that Janet had, | think
19 three specific questions for Manitoba Hydro
20 of ficials. | amnot sure that they are able to
21 respond to those today, but, they were in respect of
22 safety measures, in case of a catastrophic accident
23 i n Kel sey, about human remains that m ght be found
24  during the construction, and, the third one was
25 di sposal of oil drunms. And | inmagi ne other toxic
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wast e.

So | would ask that at sone point in the
very near future, within days, if not --

M5 SHAWNA PACHAL: Terry, Halina will do
dam safety, Vicky will talk about human renai ns and
Gen will speak about the construction material.

THE CHAI RVAN: Ckay.

M5 HALI NA ZBIGNIEWCZ: Hello, | amHalina
Zbi gniewi cz, | am nmanager of Hydro Power Pl anni ng
Department. Wth respect to damsafety at Kel sey,
and all of other generating stations as will be with
Keeyask we have a dam safety programthat nonitors
the conditions of the dans and makes sure that the
damis in good enough condition, mnmaking sure
everybody is safe in the area.

Shoul d there be, in the very unlikely
ci rcunst ance of any energency, there is energency
preparedness plan that is established for each of the
dans. And it has contact information and covers off
all of the safety issues that you were concerned
about . And Keeyask, of course, will have that kind
of a plan as well.

M5 JANET MCIVOR: Another thing is the
bl ackouts, we had a bl ackout | ast year. Bl ackout .

M5 HALI NA ZBI GNI EW CZ: \Where your
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el ectricity supply, there is a problemwth it?

M5 JANET MCI VOR:  Yes.

M5 HALI NA ZBI GNI EW CZ: That, we do have
systens that can be called in in terns of blackouts,
those tend to be nore |ocalized, and | ocal district
peopl e take care of those issues and they depend on
many things, could be a stormor any thing. | can't
speak specifically to the incident that you talk
about, | amnot famliar with that. But certainly we
have plans for, to re-establish power as soon as
possi bl e, when there are issues.

M5 | LLA DI SBROAE: Can you give nore
exanpl es of your safety plan.

M5 HALI NA ZBI GNIEW CZ: There is regul ar
nonitoring plans, where people check out dikes, where
there are dikes, there is nonitoring equipnment in
different. Each damis uni que dependi ng on the dam
itself. And we al so have dam safety review that is
done every five years, by independent party, that
reviews the conditions of the dans to make sure, that
they are, neet the, that they are consistent with the
Canadi an Dam Saf ety Associ ation Cuidelines, so there
is a very ful some program and things are done on
intervals to ensure that the dans are safe.

M5 | LLA DI SBRONE: They are five years
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apart?

M5 HALI NA ZBI GNI EWCZ: There are sone
t hi ngs done at the plant, where plant staff go on,
don't know these things off the top of ny head.

M5 | LLA DI SBROAE: Shoul d be done every six
nmont hs.

MS HALI NA ZBIGNIEW CZ: O yes. There are
different things are done at different intervals.
Unfortunately, | amnot responsible for the dam
safety program but there is a very ful some program
And, certainly, we can give you information, if you
woul d I'i ke information on the dam safety program
and, what is done on what interval | just don't
remenber off the top of ny head.

UNI DENTI FI ED LADY FROM CROSS LAKE: | am
sorry to talk, I amnot fromthis comunity, | am
from Cross Lake, and you did a lot of times in our
comunity, And you never gave us this kind of
i nformation. And | don't see one aboriginal sitting
on your panel of Hydro there. Wiy is that?

M5 HALINA ZBIGNIEWCZ: | can't speak to
enpl oynent practi ces. May be.

THE CHAI RVAN: W are beyond our mandat e.
Those are valid questions, but they are not questions

we can respond to.
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1 LADY FROM CRCSS LAKE: | know they had

2 nothing to do, | wonder why there is not one

3 aboriginal. Are the |eadership aware of this plan?
4 M5 HALI NA ZBI GNI EW CZ: Dam safety plan?

5 They know what is in place, they are ultimtely

6 responsi bl e. Now, are you talking Manitoba Hydro

7 | eadershi p, or your | eadership?

8 M5 | LLA DI SBRONE: (kay, when the power

9 goes out in the winter again, and we don't have, nost
10 of the houses don't have wood stoves --

11 THE CHAIRVAN:  This is beyond the scope of
12 our review, those may very well be legitimte issues
13 in your community, and | amsure they are, they are
14 not issues that we are here to deal wth. They are
15 not issues that we can deal with on this panel.

16 Okay, now, Vicky, will speak to the issue
17 of human remains on the work site.

18 M5 VICKY COLE: So, if there are human

19 remai ns found at the work site that is governed by
20 provincial |egislation, and depends on the
21 ci rcunst ances, the supervisors at the site do nmake a
22 call on how to handle it, but typically the RCMP are
23 called in, and there are discussions with the
24 conmuni ty.
25 And there is a Heritage Resources
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1 Protection Plan that manages Heritage resources at
2 the site. And it is available on the partnership's
3 website it is just Keeyask dot comif you want to
4 take a look at it. And if there are remains found
5 or suspected remains found, and you nentioned a
6 specific incident during the Keeyask infrastructure
7 proj ect . Typically that area is conpletely cordoned
8 of f. And there are efforts nmade to determ ne the
9 nature of remains.
10 So, in the instance that you tal ked about,
11 t he bones were actually sent to Wnni peg, and
12 reviewed by an archeol ogist. The area was conpletely
13 cordoned off, work stopped in that area, and it was
14 determ ned that those bones were |likely npbose or
15 cari bou, they are not human remains, they were fairly
16 recent.
17 But if there are human renai ns found, there
18 is a burial managenent plan in place, that has been
19 designed with TCN. And the expectation is that
20 t hose human remains would be interred at a speci al
21 cenetary site that is being chosen by the comunity.
22 And | believe it is fairly close to the Keeyask site,
23 or in the area of the Keeyask site. And it will be
24  or ordained by several Reverends and Mnisters from
25 the community before it is used so there are plans in
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pl ace to deal with that circunstance should it arise.

M5 | LLA DI SBROAE: \What about those bones
menti oned four thousand year old bones?

M5 VI CKY COLE: Those bones were found
during the course of the archeol ogi cal work for
Keeyask. And, they are sone of the ol dest bones
ever found in this region, it was a huge discovery,
and, a huge find. My understanding is that those
bones are still catal ogued, and they are being held
by the archeol ogi sts which is law in Manitoba under
the Heritage Act.

M5 | LLA DI SBROAE: | was there when they
reburied them

M5 VICKY COLE: Did they rebury then? |
am | wasn't aware of that.

M5 | LLA DI BROVE: That is one of the
things we are taught to, not to disturb.

M5 JANET MCIVOR There is a sacred site
when there is a grave there. | can't descri be,
what, what you guys are doing to our burial sites.

THE CHAI RMAN: | think, the question has
been answered the best we can, at this tine. I
understand your sensitivity to it, but there are
protocols in place to deal with them if and when

t hey ari se. Now, the third question was di sposal of
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1 toxic material s. Specifically, oil drums, but also
2 other ones.

3 MR. GLEN SCHI CK: Good afternoon, ny nane

4 is Aen Schick, I amthe manager of the Keeyask

5 Engi neeri ng and Construction Departnent, and, with

6 respect to the oil drunms that you are tal king about,
7 we have on site a waste nmanagenent system So, any

8 hazar dous wastes that we generate on the site, it

9 coul d be used, sonething |ike used notor oil and

10 things like that, we will package up in druns, and

11 everything will be shipped, shipped back to proper

12 di sposal sites.

13 And that goes even as far as say if there
14 was | eakage out of equipnent, and stuff |ike that, we
15 will clean up the soil, test the soil afterwards, to
16 ensure that it has been cl eaned. And, all of the

17 hazard materials will be renoved fromthe site. So,
18 we will |eave nothing, no one behind, you know, there
19 could be spills we don't see right away, if we do
20 find them we do nanage themin a very thorough way.
21 M5 MARI LYN MAZURAT: Where is your disposa
22 site?
23 THE CHAI RMAN:  Where is your disposal site.
24 MR GLEN SCHICK: | think it would be
25 Thonpson, into Thonmpson or back into Wnnipeg.
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1 MR. JIMWAVEY: Do you have records of
2 that?
3 MR. GLEN SCHICK: | could probably find for
4 sure, | wouldn't have it wth ne.
5 MR. M CHAEL KEEPER Excuse nme, Gen, is

6 there a nonitoring plan for materials you are

7 bringing onto the site, you know, to be able to track
8 what is, what is being used, and what is |eaving the
9 site? To ensure that we don't have any sites that
10 are being contam nated w thout our know edge.

11 MR. GLEN SCHI CK: No, Mchael, for sure, we
12 track, we have the MSDS system so any controlled

13 product com ng onto our construction site will have
14 an SDS. W monitor that as part of our

15 construction program

16 So, any contractor bringing products onto
17 site, we want to know, at all tines, what are at our
18 construction site, or within the area. And then we
19 noni tor, we have environmental, site environnental
20 i nspectors, who will do that work specifically.
21 And, but we al so expect all of our other enployees,
22 even the workers for any of the contractors to
23 nonitor, and if there is a spill report it to us.
24 Because we want to know. We don't want to have any

25 waste spilled on the site, so, we want to be as clean
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as possi bl e.

So, that if you want sone of the comunity
menbers who are working there, you know, please --

MR. M KE KEEPER:  Maybe participate in the
nonitoring program

MR. GLEN SCHI CK: For sure, | think that is
what is coming in for the generating station.
Definitely.

MR. M KE KEEPER And the incident that the
famly is referring to, was it ever investigated?

MR. GLEN SCHI CK: To be a hundred percent
honest, it is the first tine | heard of it.

MR MKE KEEPER: |Is there going to be an
i nvestigation?

MR. GLEN SCHICK: If they can provide
evi dence, we have to find out who reported it, where
it was, time, and things like that, so we have
sonething to go on, and definitely, we would | ook
into, into that.

MR JI M WAVEY: \What is MSDS

MR. GLEN SCHI CK: WMaterial Safety Data
Sheet . That tells you everything about controlled
products that is on the site. How to handle it,
clean up, and all of that stuff.

THE CHAI RVAN.  Thank you, d en.
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1 Janet, you al so asked, what was the purpose

2 of the CEC hearings, given that there is work already
3 going on on site. I n Manitoba, the way the, the way
4 the environnental regulation operates, different

5 projects apply for a licence to go ahead with those
6 projects, and sone of themare be given a |licence

7 after fairly conprehensive review by departnenta

8 staff. That is for smaller projects, when there

9 are, and actually, the vast majority projects are

10 licenced that way. But when there is very large

11 projects, or there are projects that m ght be

12 politically sensitive, such as a generating station,
13 then it is referred to the C ean Environnent

14 Conmi ssi on.

15 The project, the work that is under way

16 right now at Keeyask, what they call the

17 infrastructure project was issued a |licence by

18 Mani t oba Hydro or pardon nme, by Manitoba

19 Conservation, so they could put this infrastructure
20 in place.

21 Now, that doesn't nmean that the C ean

22 Envi ronnment Commi ssion is going to rubber stanp what
23 Mani t oba Hydro has asked for. It is still open to
24 us, if at the end of two and a half, or three nonths

25 of hearings, if we are not convinced that the project
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1 can go ahead w thout, without resulting in

2 significant environnmental damage. We coul d say no.

3 We could reconmmend to the Mnister that he not issue

4 a licence. In that case, Manitoba Hydro has wasted
5 about two or three hundred mllion dollars on what

6 they are doing right now. It is arisk that Hydro
7 has t aken. O the Partnership, | should correct

8 nyself, it is arisk that the Partnership has taken

9 in going ahead with this work before getting the main
10 i cence.
11 But, it is, it is open to us to say no.

12 And believe nme, if Hydro hasn't and doesn't do a good
13 job, or the Partnership hasn't and doesn't do a good
14 job of convincing us, we will say no. | can't say
15 what is going to happen over the next six to eight

16 weeks, but we have said no before. So it is not, it
17 is not a slamdunk. There is a ot of work that

18 needs to be reviewed, and work that the Partnership

19 has to do over the next eight weeks before we decide

20 whether or not to recommend a |icence. Thank you.
21 | think that concludes that presentation,
22 and the responses to it. Again, | would like to

23 thank all of those who participated in that
24 presentati on.

25 | have al so had a request from Eunice
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1 Beardy to make a presentation, so Eunice, we wll get
2 the hand m ke to you, you can stay right there, if

3 you Wi sh.

4 M5 EUNI CE BEARDY: No, | look at ny people
5 when | talk. Tansi. Nice to see all of the

6 students here.

7 And that is why we are here. Because of

8 our children, their children, and their

9 grandchi | dren. And, their grandchildren's children.
10 | was sitting in there, watching all of these videos,
11 and | was getting pretty upset. Because we have

12 been saying the sane thing over, and over again, and
13 nobody hears us. They just down play what we say.
14 Cl ean environnment to nme nmeans the whol e

15 environnment, the air, the trees, the water. The

16 | and, our animals, that is being destroyed by all of
17 t hese Hydro dans that are devel opi ng. And all for
18 what? This, and, what do we benefit fromit?

19 Truthfully, not much. What we benefit from we have
20 to pay. Get down on our knees, and beg for what is
21 supposed to be a partnership deal.
22 And, our Chief nentioned it is like a
23 marriage, but Hydro doesn't believe that. It is
24 already a divorce before it becones a marriage. Qur
25 water, | renenber as a little girl | used to go in
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the boat with my uncle and we would tell himwe are

thirsty, he would hand us a cup, we would grab water
fromthe | ake. It was so clear, you could see right
down to the bottom And there was no damage.

There was no fear of going anywhere on the
| ake. It was safe. Not today. You go down the
| ake, sone of the people that have notors are afraid
because there a logs floating in the water, different
debri s. Qur water is no |onger clear. Qur
children can't even swmin that water anynore.
They try and swmin there, they come out, they have
rashes.

And that is the same with our animals, our

fish. W used to be go down the | ake just behind our

houses, go fish, get a fish, cook it. Not anynore.
We catch a fish, it is not healthy to eat. You cook
that fish, it falls apart. And that is not a
heal t hy fi sh. It is slinmy. So, our water is not

safe, our land is not safe.

We used to go to ny uncle's canp, we would
wal k around the island, and, there was no fear of
falling in because of erosion. And, that is Hydro,
they don't see the danamge they are doing, because
they don't live in our environment on a daily basis

li ke we do. We need themto cone and |ive here,
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1 this is the only tine we see people fromHydro, is
2 when they want sonething. You know what we want ?
3 W want a heal t hy environnent. You cut down our

4 trees, you know what trees give us? They gi ve us

5 clean air. And you are destroying those.

6 It destroys the animal mgration with the
7 trees that are being cut down because of those Hydro
8 pol es. The aninmals are sacred to us, they were

9 given to us by the Creator so they would provide us
10 wth food, clothing. W can't really do that

11 anynore because they are being destroyed as well.

12 You eat a rabbit, and I was talking to sonebody in
13 the conmmunity too, they said, you know, we caught a

14 rabbit, we cooked it, it doesn't even taste |like a

15 rabbit anynore. Because of the pollution that Hydro
16 i S causi ng.
17 Those Hydro |ines cause a | ot of

18 destruction, a lot of electricity com ng out of

19 t here. And has Hydro ever provided anybody to do a
20 study on our health? W have so many of our people,
21 that have cancer. Different illnesses because of

22 the water, because of those Hydro |ines. Those

23 transforners out there give off a | ot of power.

24 And, | know a few tines | was told when m crowaves

25 first started, were introduced, don't stand in front
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1 of the computer -- that mcrowave, it will damage

2 you. If that little thing danmages us, can you

3 i mgi ne what those transforners are doing to us?

4 Hydro doesn't take everything into

5 consi derati on when they want to build a dam Al

6 they see is the dollars. And |ike Janet said, we

7 have to spend noney on this water because ours is not
8 clean enough to drink anynore, and that is so sad.

9 Because of our babies, so many of our babies are

10 starting to have rashes, they are afraid their skin
11 i s breaking out because of the water. The trees

12  when we cut them down, what to we do with thenf Do
13 they throw themin the | ake to float down the river
14 so they can get rid of us as well that way?

15 It is sad.

16 Al of this Hydro, Hydro electricity that
17 is being built around us, but what do we get out of
18 it? Stress. Di vision anongst famlies, the

19 comunity. That is part of our environment. How we
20 feel is part of our environnment. They al ways f or get
21 t he hunman aspect. Creator put this |land here, the
22 water, the animals, the trees for us to use. But we
23 are losing that, and it really saddens ne because of
24 our little ones, they won't see any of that. | got
25 to see sone of it. | was very fortunate. Now, |
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don't see that.

| was sitting there alnost in tears, but
nostly with anger because nobody ever really listens
to us out there,. We are hurting here. Hydro is
not free. W pay for the brunt of the Hydro. The
cost of Hydro in our comunities is outrageous.
And, | know our elders said we want free Hydro, or a
di scount. Nobody ever listened to them And,
woul d i ke Hydro to take that into consideration.

Don't take everything away fromus, we have

al ready gotten our |and taken away, our |anguage.

We are trying to band together as a comunity. we
need our water. W need our trees, we need our
animals, we need our | and. Let's work together to

keep it, because Creator gave that to us to | ook

after. Not to sell, not to have it taken away from
us. Stol en away from us.

Sonme of the houses, |ike one of ny cousin's
house, and she is sick, | walk into her house, there

is water on the floor, and that is fromthe seepage
from under. Water is powerful, should they put
rocks around the shorelines, but it was a manasis
(ph) j ob. That water still seeps under those rocks,
we need a proper di ke, so the dam doesn't destroy

anynore of our comrunity. And | ask, what plans are
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there in place, if our community floods? And there

is a good chance of that, if one of those Hydro dans
goes. Do we just all sit here and drowned?  \Wat
plan is there to rel ocate us?

Because, | know that in one of the
agreenents, | think it was the Conawapa, that said
they were going to provide housing for relocation.
That is all | heard about it. They tell us things
just to keep us quiet. But, to nove on it, we don't
see the novenent.

| amreally, | know we are only allowed 15
m nutes, | amthankful for getting this 15 m nutes,
but I have those, that question with Hydro, with al
of this electricity, are there plans to conpensate
our comrunity, people with their Hydro bills?

And who, who determ nes what damage, if there is rea

darmage, large or small, in our community? It is
peopl e from out si de. They don't live here. They
don't know t he damage. We shoul d have our own

people there. Sure, Hydro creates jobs, but once
that Hydro is built, those jobs, are gone. What
then?  You have to | ook at the long-term

Janet, or one of the people here asked, how
come there is no native people sitting up there?

Vel l, you know what, it is over ten years that they,
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1 Hydro has been goi ng on. How conme they haven't
2 trai ned anybody to sit in those positions? | think
3 it is tine. It is tinme our people stood up and saw
4 what is being done to us. It is sad. And | know

5 the spirits of our grandfathers are sad because of

6 the destruction of our environnent.

7 Cl ean environnment neans everything is clean
8 around us. Protect our land, our waters, our trees,
9 our animals, our people so we can |live, so, at |east
10 us that are getting old can see our grandchildren

11 profiting from somet hi ng. Because right now, we are
12 in a very bleak, bleak state, and, that is the honest
13 t o goodness truth. From ny heart. And | hope the
14  young peopl e take what they see today, take it to

15 heart, and start working towards inproving our

16 community, our environment. Not letting people

17 outside cone and profit fromit, and destroying it.
18 So, that we don't have anything, | invite
19 you people that are sitting here, take a wal k around
20 the community, |ook at our roads. Even farm roads
21 don't look like that. And, our people have to

22 breathe that in. Muddy roads, dust, dusty when it
23 i s not raining. And we breathe that in, and there
24 is alot of asthma in our comunity. Lot of

25 br eat hi ng probl ens. And it is certainly isn't from
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1 clean environnent.
2 And | had a lot nore to say, but, | know I
3 have limted tinme, and | am very happy to have been
4 given this tine to speak, and | amthankful that the
5 young people stayed and listened. | would have |iked
6 to have done this in ny |anguage, | feel nore
7 confortabl e speaking in ny | anguage, but for the
8 benefit of our young people, | wanted to use the
9 | anguage, that was introduced to us. (Cree word).
10 THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you, Eunice. |
11 t hought you were extrenely well-spoken in English, if
12 you woul d be better in Cree, that woul d be sonethi ng
13 to behold, although | would not understand it.
14 | can tell you Eunice, that we should wal k
15 around your conmunity. Earlier before we started,
16 one of us wal ked around the community, and four of us
17 drove around, we did see your roads, today they
18 weren't very dusty | guess there has been a
19 sprinkling of rain.
20 Those were the two who identified
21 t hensel ves, that they wanted to speak. Is there
22 anybody else in the room who would |like to make a
23 present ation?
24 M5 CHARLOTTE WASTESI COOT: | have a poor
25 menory. My name is Charlotte WAstesicoot. | am
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1 fromthis comunity. | grew up in this community.
2 | had very clean environnment when | was a child here.
3 | didn't get a chance to printout what | wanted to
4 say, because | have been busy, | |ost a nephew two
5 weeks, ago, and an el der before that week. And,
6 just this past week we |ost two year old grandchild,
7 great grandchild. She was snal | .

8 | wanted to nention about sonme of the stuff
9 that has been going on in our native, to our native
10 peopl e of Canada. In past treaties, and agreenents

11  when, in the past are just a little bit of history,
12 so people will, they probably |learned this at school,
13 but sonmetinmes it is good to hear froman el der. The
14 Native people of Canada were forced, or deceived to
15 surrender title to their lands in return for

16 guarantees that their traditional ways of |ife would
17 be protect ed. Whi ch you can see has not been so.

18 Since the 1950s, governnents have

19 negl ected, and they have continued to break this

20 prom se, these prom ses. The governnent continues
21 to deceive, go back on their words, their prom se.

22 They continue to speak with forked tongues, we heard
23 this in our history fromour |eaders of the past.

24 First contact. Negoti ati on of the

25 treaties or agreenents generally nmeant that the
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government representatives, negotiation of the

treaties, or agreenents, generally neant that the
government representative presented a pre-fornul ated
set of promses to the, to us, the indigenous people.
Wher eupon we i ndi genous peopl e asked for, whenever we
asked for clarifications, and haggled, and tried to
have ot her prom ses included, nost of our requests
wer e deni ed.

Al t hough, for instance, |ike, Eunice
mentioned free Hydro, or lower rate of Hydro. C ean
water, bottled water, which hasn't been so. Never
done. | nmention this around a few weeks ago in
W nni peg, and I was told by a Hydro enpl oyee that we
pay the sane rate as they do. VWhich is, | don't
bel i eve.

Al t hough on occasion verbal prom ses were
made though rarely entered into the official text of
the treaties or agreenents, they were verbal prom se
that were easy to break. And our people are oral
peopl e, and they weren't always, because our first
| anguage is Cree, they couldn't always articul ate
what they, what they neant.

The construction of Kelsey, this is just
one exanple, prior to the construction of Kel sey

there was no consul tati on what soever with us here.
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And used to give people today, hear peopl e today,

too, | hear them say when they were starting to build
Kel sey, they were, they were surprised, there was
snoke com ng fromthat area. And they were
wondering what it was. And it is the Kel sey dam
that was being built.

And it wasn't for us, it was for, to
acconmmodate the m ne being built at Thonpson. One
of the biggest polluters, dangerous em ssions cone
fromthis m ne. And nobody, nobody has, | haven't
heard anybody tal k about that. The em ssions from
that mne from Thonpson. We did just study, a
little study on it. And according to our research,
it is one of the biggest polluters of our
environment. And we have to live here, and |ike |
sai d, nobody saying anything, to advocate for the
wel | -being of us Native people who live in the
surroundi ng area.

| think one of the closest comunities,
Cree people living, a trapper was sharing this with
me, he used to live in Pikwitonei. And he sounded
sad when he was tal king about how nice it was to
trap, and live around Pi kw tonei. Because it is
such a beautiful area. Wien the em ssions started

com ng out fromthat nickel mne in Thonpson, he
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noticed a big change, yellow snow when they were out

trapping on their traplines. And the water, the
animals, they started to notice the animals didn't
taste the sane. The fish, it affected the plants,
t he nedi ci nes that we depended on. And t hese are
the things that have been shared by our people also
here.

And today too, the trappers, the fishernen.
There was even a few tinmes when the fishermen caught
a fish that was, that was deforned. It was out of
t he Nel son River. That wasn't too | ong ago. Thi s
was a couple of years ago.

And, to this day, there has been noticeabl e
changes. As | said before there are, Eunice

referred to that, governnment hasn't really consulted

t he peopl e. The signing of the treaties are al ways
rushed over the agreenents. They are al ways rushed.
There is always a deadl i ne. You better nmake a
deci si on now, or you get not hing. That is how it

is, we interpret that is our perspective of these
agr eenent s.

Even the treaties that were nade way back
It wasn't to acconmodate us, it was to acconmpdate
the settlers, the governnent getting noney from our

resources, our land. And they still, to this day,
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1 t hey say they consulted our people. | don't, they

2 had, they said even this Keeyask thing, | have heard
3 it said, not even two weeks ago, that it is even

4 witten in these docunents that they have consulted

5 t he peopl e many, nany tines. VWhich to ne is not

6 true. Because, | think they said at |east nore than
7 two hundred tinmes, which, | don't believe.

8 The keepers of this nother earth were never

9 consulted, even if some were, their concerns, our

10 ancestors, our elders, their concerns have never been
11 adhered to. Even docunents say that they did, but
12 they never, they weren't consulted.

13 And, | ast, because Eunice, and the girls
14  Janet, and her sisters have nmade it very clear how
15 t hey, how nuch devastation, and |ives have been | ost
16 intheir -- they have stated in their presentations,
17 t he devastation that Hydro has caused.

18 | want to respond to this, this is another
19 docunent that was presented by the Hydro people.

20 They say, there are many benefits of the project for
21 the partner First Nations. And they go on to say
22 how much power wi || never conpare the anmount of

23 dol lars that they have provided to us, they have

24 given to us as conpensation, it just goes back to

25 t hem because their Hydro bills are so high.
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1 Some of the reasons why this is, is because
2 of the poor housing. Qur houses, you m ght have

3 seen how, how they | ook. How our community | ooks.

4  \VWien we turn on our hydro in the wntertine,

5 especially, they go really high because of the poor

6 conditions of the house. The drafts. You can see
7 t hat .

8 And, like | say, | want to respond to this
9 this bookl et. It says, Sustainable with | ow

10 em ssions. Hydro, Hydroel ectric power generation

11 remai ns the nost environnmental |y sustainable, and

12 cost effective electricity supply alternative in the
13 world. Wth virtually no em ssions conpared to

14 coal, or natural gas. These are qualities Mnitoba
15 and export market custoners value as they nove

16 forward in greening their own operations, and

17 economni es. | don't agree with that.

18 Because |i ke Eunice nentioned, and Janet and her
19 sisters nentioned, the em ssions that cone from they
20 don't see the em ssions that conme fromthe Hydro
21 pol es, and those -- what you call transm ssions.
22 There is a lot of em ssions that damage the health of
23 our peopl e. Qur animals, the food we eat. And
24 like -- and there is a lot of inpacts on our health
25 in the conmunity already. Young, young peopl e that
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1 have gone on, there is nunmerous people that have
2 cancer and di abet es. I, nmyself, included. | am
3 not young anynore, | amnot able to go far to get
4 clean food, the animals anynore.
5 And what about the Bipole I1l? |If these
6 transm ssions, transforners that are here already
7 cause that much danmage, what about the Bipole II1?
8 There is going to be a ot of danage to lines, there
9 is a controversy going on at this tinme, about those.
10 And | hope the governnent |istens. And not trying
11 to deceive people. They say, it won't affect Split
12 Lake, it won't affect you, the Hydro dam It is not
13 just a Hydro dam There is a Bipole Il also.
14 And |ike Eunice said, it is sad our health
15 has been conprom sed, our animals, our fish, and any
16 aquatic life, plants, nedicines have been
17 conprom sed. Water quality is getting worse.
18 Recreati onal areas are no nore. Because they are
19 just rock along the shorelines, and when you go on a
20 boat, have you to go far, because you can't just go
21 to the shoreline, and pull your boat up anynore. W
22 wanted cl ean water. Cl ean environnent. Housi ng,
23 better roads, pavenent, so that, to alleviate a | ot
24  of that dust that cones fromall of these, all of
25 this that is preparing for that Hydro dam There is




Keeyask

Split Lake October 8, 2013

1

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Page 55
a lot of digging, like they dig up the gravel, sand,

what ever you call, the earth, really close to our
just on the side of that junction.

Any way, that is what | wanted to share
Thank you for |istening.

(I'n Cree).

Speak for the ones that can't speak for
t hensel ves. That is what our elders used to say to
us. That is what we are doing here, and | hope nore
peopl e speak up. Young peopl e.

(I'n Cree) Thank you, thank you for
listening. God Bless you all.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you, Charlotte. l's
t here anyone else in the roomwho wi shes to nmake a
presentation at this tine.

REVERAND MARTHA SPENCE: (In Cree).

| amvery thankful that there could be, take
this opportunity to be here, to talk about this, and
hear ot her people, their concerns, and what is
affecting us.

Many tinmes | have been going to neetings,
and listen and many tinmes ny heart breaks, and | just
listen, and sonetines | want to speak, but there is
sonetinmes there is no tinme to speak. But we have

been tal ki ng about this for how many years? Like
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Chi ef M chael said, you know, many tinmes, nany years

now we have been neeting, and, you know, to, to talk
about what can be done.

(I'n Cree) They were travelling on the other
comunities there, just this past week, weeks. And,
there is nore neetings to cone. (In Cree) | renmenber
when our el ders used to speak, and what they were
asking is to respect, and that they wanted sonet hing,
that they listen to, to listen to them they are gone
now, many of our elders are gone. And, those of us
that are still here, we want to continue to carry
t hat what was taught to us.

| nyself | was nore brought up by ny
grandparents when ny father died. First | anguage |
| earned was ny Cree. The first thing | |earned was
how to read and wite Cree. My grandfather, l|ate
Chi ef Sam Cook taught ne. He taught me nany things,
that is probably why | am here, where | am today. I
am very thankful for sone reason | was al ways
foll owi ng ny grandfather around. But, this is what |
have | ear ned.

And then, when | went to Hudson Bay |ine, |
couldn't speak, | didn't understand. But | went to
school two and a half years Split Lake. G ade two

and a hal f. | taught nyself how to speak, and how
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1 to wite in English. | cane al ong way. | am
2 al nost, | amalnost 71, and all of those years, |
3 taught nyself how to read and write. And how to
4 speak. And then, | didn't think I would make it,
5 when | went to take theology, it took nme four years,
6 and | passed, and | graduated fromthat. That is
7 where | am today.
8 | just wanted to say that, because our
9 el ders, were great teachers. They taught us how to
10 respect everything. And, they knew this was com ng.
11 And, | was wondering what they used to tal k about,
12 there will be hardship for you in your tine. And |
13 see what they were tal king about. What will happen
14 to us. And, what will affect us. They seen that
15 al r eady.
16 They prophesied that already. VWhat we,
17 what we are expecting today. And, | know t hat they
18 want, they take our waters because of the power that
19 t hey need. Because of nonies al so. Many tines |
20 go to bed, | go to bed, and pray. You know, feeling
21 sorry for what | see, what is happening to us. Not
22 only Split Lake, but others too. That we go through
23 every day.
24 | work hard, as a teenager. Li ke, 1 said,
25 ny father died when | was very young. | was al ready
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1 a worman, | was nine years old because | had to do the
2 hard work, | cut wood, saw wood, haul water. At the
3 sanme tinme | was teaching nyself howto try to speak
4 Engl i sh. | learned what that those D ck and Jane,
5 that is how!| learned. And, in there, that is how
6 tried to learn English, that carries on today | am
7 very thankful. But, you know what, | thank our
8 Creator. He was there for ne. Qur Creator was the
9 one that helped ne for all of these years. Al of
10 this tinme. That was what | was proud of, that is
11  what | was told.
12 | hope the people listened to us fromthe
13 begi nni ng, sonetinmes | do get upset. | am a human
14  being too. | get upset. You know, that they
15 shoul d have |istened to us. | hope they listen to
16 us, to continue to hear us, what we are saying. You
17 know, what we, what do we want? Wiy are we crying?
18 Because it has already been gone that far for what
19 has happened to us, to our trees, and to our |and and
20 water, and us, many of us, that we cry, you know,
21 very affected with what is going on
22 But we have to start sharing that, we have
23 to work together, we have to listen to each ot her,
24 this is not a |laughing matter. We have to start to

25

t hi nk about the truth. Truthful, be truthful, be
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1 honest wi th one anot her. That is one thing that we
2 | earned fromour elders, is be honest. To be honest
3 with one another, what is given to us, and what do we
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have here, what do we see? Do we see each other, our
feelings, do we hear each other? And that is what we
need to do together.

You know, |ike, in Keeyask, there is many,
there are sone Aboriginal people that are working
there, | amvery thankful they are working. |
encour age young people to take courses, to go to
school, to have training, so they can work too, in
the future. And | encourage young, even young ones,
you know, they will be the ones that are | eadership.
They will be carrying on their community. And, it
is going to be nore harder for them because of

t echnol ogy, because of what is happeni ng.

Like | said, | work hard, as a little girl,
as a teenager, even when | got married, | was stil
wor ki ng hard, because we still didn't have this. \%%
husband worked for Hudson Bay line, | didn't swtch,
| didn't throw ny clothes in the washer. And you
know. | didn't turn the tap on to wash, | had to
wor k har d. And, that was good. Even now, | stil

sonetinmes wish | could just use wood, put in the

fire. And haul water fromthe | ake. But that is
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1 gone. So that has happened.
2 | wanted to share this. | had a hard tinme
3 to learn, and | have learned, | |earned. | was
4 taught to respect people, | was taught not to be
5 angry. But, there are tines when | am angry. You
6 know, we have to support each other. When Theresa
7 Spence was speaking out in Gtawa, there was a | ot of
8 peopl e who supported her because of what happened to
9 her . What was the reason she went to Otawa. And,
10 there was awakeni ng when they heard that. Many
11 peopl e joined them and joined Theresa Spence.
12 Because of what has happening to her.
13 And it happened to us. It was an
14 awakening to people to see that. They began to see
15 we are human bei ngs here. And you know, that we
16 have feelings. And that is, that is why | supported
17 t hem t oo. | prayed, prayed for them | encour aged
18 others to pray for them when | was living in Quebec
19 at that tine. And then, | heard that there was,
20 there was -- | forgot that word. There was at
21 Keeyask there, protest, for those that wanted to, to
22 make noi se too, they protest there. | know many
23 people didn't like it. But it has to speak out that
24  way. W have to speak out. Speak up for our
25 comunity. For oursel ves.
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1 So, we will continue to pray, you know.

2 And | just | amthankful that they are able to

3 listen, the ones that are here, you know. You know,
4 | amvery thankful that the students who are here, we
5 have to speak to them nore about this, ourselves

6 her e. And the Chief was speaking, and, | am

7 t hankful for the history that he was tal king about.

8 He did his honework. That is what we need for our

9 | eaders to do, is to do this, to help their comunity
10 to speak out for them That is what needs to

11 happen.

12 So | just wanted to hear that part. It

13 cost ne a lot of nobney, | can't even pay ny Hydro

14 bill. But, | like the switch, I amin the dark. I
15 am t hrowi ng ny washi ng nachine pfft, thank you.

16 My nane is Martha Spence, | amthe Reverend

17 here too. | amfromhere in Split Lake. Thank

18 you.

19 THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you, Reverend Spence.
20 MR JIMWAVEY: Hello, ny nane is Jim
21 Wavey. | amthe water treatnment plant operator
22 her e. First of all, I amenotional -- yeah. I
23 was enotional. Excuse ne. When ny granddaught er
24  read the, when Keanna, there, when she read the
25 presentation, what her future is going to | ook |ike.
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1 Can't go out boating, canping, because of the
2 pol | uti on. But made ne want to speak about the
3 wat er .
4 The, as the water treatnent plant operator
5 | know, the water needs to flow, in order to keep it
6 cl ear. Once you bl ock up the passage, it is going
7 to cause a lot of mercury, and everything. That is
8 the reason why the water is clear, you got to keep it
9 fl ow ng. But when you stop a dam even for a, even
10 if you still build a dam you still got the spillway,
11 that is still going to cause a | ot of problens.
12 Because | have been at it for about 25
13 years, and each year, each year, is getting worse.
14 Even this year, | saw algae in the sedinentation
15 tank, and that scared nme. | had to wash out ny
16 sedinentation tank as soon as | saw that problem
17 So you see ne cone, it is even conming into our
18 system So, that is why we use a lot of chlorine
19 just to be on the safe side. | know people don't
20 like chlorine, but it helps to kill m cro-organi sns.
21 It scares ne. When, when | see very | ow
22 readi ng of chlorine. As in give you an exanple in
23 Ontario, Wl kerton, seven peopl e died because of
24 that. The operator |ied about the, using, they said
25 they used chlorine, but they never did put chlorine
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in there, that is how their water got contam nated

that is how some of these people got infected and
sonme peopl e died.

They lied witing on their paper. Sai d
they did the chlorine reading and all of that. That
is why scares ne to see | ow reading. And, that is
what gives ne when sonebody tal ki ng about the water,
everybody | ooks at nme, shouldn't |ook at ne, |ook at
Hydro, it was themthat are damagi ng our water, not
me. | amdoing the best to keep it clean. You
know.

MAN I N THE AUDI ENCE: Thank you, Ji nmy.

MR JIMWAVEY: | amthere seven days a
week, you know, 24, 7. GCo there. But, other than
that we need nore sophisticated equi pnent in our
treatnment plant, to, to get real proper water
Because everybody else is, they are relying on water
bottle. Water bottles is getting pretty expensive,
what is sitting in front of you, even Northern Store
selling our water to us when they are piping it in
fromour system That is what they call stolen
water. And they are selling it to us. And, not hi ng
i s being done about it. You think that is right?
That is not right. To this day they are still doing

t hat . Selling that water to us.
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1 Further on down the road, | feel sorry for

2 next operator who is going to be com ng on when the

3 dam conmes up it is just going to get worse. Because
4 even way down there, the water is still going to cone
5 out, they got the C arke Lake just down the road,

6 down, say, about three mles, it is already green.

7 And Hydro saying, it is not going to damage our

8 water, lot of BS. It is already damagi ng our water.
9 Forgot ny note here. | was tal king about
10 pot abl e water that was never nentioned in the

11 negotiations. And | think that should be brought up,
12 because it is our daily source of life. And, that

13 there has got to be, that has got to be the No. 1

14  agenda. So, nobody el se needs the water bottle.
15 will not be around to see it. But talking about
16 water treatnent plant operator, | know the water

17 needs to flowin order to keep it clear, it is very
18 much worse, flow slows down. And then this wll

19 create probl ens.

20 There is the other issue that | would |ike
21 to mention, nmaybe one of the Hydro representatives
22 from Keeyask over here. | don't know who it is. I
23 forget who it is. Somet hi ng, that the raci smthat
24 it is creating over there with our | ocals. The

25 racism ny brother-in-law was fired prior to speaking
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for the | ocal workers on account that the day was

pouring rain. He told the boss that they got a
right not to work, or else catch cold. And the rain
j ackets, so they provided, but this was not so.

I nstead the boss said Indians don't need jackets.

And this was, this was a comment to ne,
al so, that the construction there, that Jefferson
and Mssy (ph) | believe, the |ocals, were not
tolerated to speak for thenselves, or else they wll
be hel d against them for speaking up for thenselves.
| think this, I think they set, they said sonme kind
of points against them if they speak, if they speak
out, or are fired.

So, and al so security are always checki ng
out, always checking out, checking up on the |ocals
there, in their roons. This is a, this is what
call an invasion of privacy. So and, does the
security check, check the Hydro officials' roons?
| don't think so. So, why are they doing this to
our | ocal s?

And they are just, there is one, one guy,
one boss there naned (renoved), who works there as a
boss. Hates nmy son-in-law with a passion. Wy
does ny son-in-law have to tolerate that? |If it

wasn't for the Split Lake project, he is likely to




Keeyask Split Lake October 8, 2013
Page 66

1 have a job on the Keeyask project, so, | think that

2 racismhas to be, you know, has to be brought up,

3 anongst our |ocals over there.

4 And the other thing | didn't nention was

5 that my son, ny son is out there was supposed to be

6 apprenticing, but clearly that is not happening. He
7 is not getting the apprentice he is supposed to be

8 getting. Instead he is being taken advantage of for
9 other work that is not considered as an apprenti ce.
10 Wy is that? See these is sort of things are being,
11 you know, thrown at the, at our | ocals. And, ny son
12 | ost two years of apprentice on account of this. He
13 got, he ought to be a, what to you call it,

14  journeyman already. That is the reason that is the
15 reason why | brought this up

16 And the other fact is, the other fact too,
17 that I, I went with racismtoo. See | was, | was to
18 be hired on water treatnent plant operator, and there
19 was this guy that tried, was showing ne the plant,
20 and everything, how, how things run. And in the
21 m ddl e of that, of that touring, the, this guy was
22 teaching nme how to, showi ng ne the ropes. Thi s guy
23 wal ks in from Manitoba Hydro. He wal ks in there,
24 and starts talking to this guy as if | wasn't there.
25 So you are sort of, you know, sort of a snobby
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attitude. And that is what | didn't |ike.

So, they were going to pay nme $25 an hour,

to hell with it I would rather work for nmy comunity.

They need a water treatnent plant operator. That is
why | came back, | care for my conmunity. That is
one of the things that I, I wanted to nention.

And also, the Bipole Ill that | think there

shoul d be nore consultation on that, before any

licence is granted. So that is what | have to say
for now | wanted to thank you very nmuch for
listening to us, for com ng out. | really

appreciate. And hopefully, ny tal king gives, gives a
nmessage out. Thank you very nuch. That is all
have to say for now, thank you

THE CHAI RVAN: Thank you very nmuch, M.
Wavey.

The Bipole Il1l licence has al ready been

i ssued, although, there have been sone appeal s made

in that respect. | would also like to note, one
thing in your testinony. Where you nane the person
who was a boss of your son-in-law, we will have to

remove his name fromthe transcript, so | would ask
the transcriber to take that name out. The rest of
the things can stay in, but the nane wll have to

come out. Thank you for your presentation here
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1 t oday.
2 Is there anyone el se who wi shes to -- there
3 is a couple of people.
4 MR. FREDDY BEARDY: | have been going to
5 interviews, and |ot of interviews. And seens |ike
6 first of all | have been trying to work in, when they
7 built the damin Nel son House. And ny buddy got in,
8 but, he said nost of the Quebec were in there
9 working. It is nostly Quebec guys that were
10 working, and we couldn't understand each other, how
11 to communi cate each ot her, because they have an
12  accent.
13 Any way, we had, | had an interview, we had
14 an interviewwth the, who was doing the hiring, any
15 way, | had ny stack of ROEs in there, in the folder,
16 and | had been a carpenter over 30 years. | didn't
17 go out to school when ny buddy went, all of ny
18 buddi es went out to school . | stayed behind to help
19 out the community buil di ng houses. And, also, if,
20 they went on training as a carpenter Red Seal
21 carpenters, | didn't go out. But, | have been
22 working nost of ny life. Here is is ny resune.
23 And al so, they wanted, the Hydro want ed,
24 wanted to nmake sure that we are from Split Lake.
25 So, | provided Hydro bills, since 2009. | have been
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1 payi ng ny Hydro bill. So | did that, and still
2 not hi ng. What is going on in hiring people from
3 Split Lake? | worked in Kelsey, five tines. I
4 worked in Inco four tinmes. That is basically what |
5 have been doing ny whole life. Wor ki ng. And in
6 the comunity al so.
7 | worked in the, like | said, | worked in
8 Kel sey, we built that house that big house over
9 there, and also it was 15 houses that we built there.
10 And also the substations for Split Lake, | worked
11 t here al so. So, where is the jobs that you said,
12 the partnership promsed for us? Like | said, I
13 don't have any ticket for Red Seal carpenter but |
14 have a | ot of experience.
15 THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you, M. Beardy. |
16 can't answer your question, because we are not in the
17 position of hiring people to work on this job. W
18 w |l be | ooking, over the next few weeks, we wll be
19 reviewi ng the benefits that may flow to people from
20 this project, we will be commenting on that in our
21 report.
22 So, hopefully, at sonme point, if the
23 partnership gets a licence, and if they go ahead and
24 build the project, hopefully, you will be fortunate
25 enough to gai n enpl oynent. Sir, you wanted to go?
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And then | think there is a wonan over here.

MR. NORVAN MCI VOR: M. Sargeant, ny nane
is Norman Mclvor. | am the thing | wanted to talk
about, | hear a lot of that stuff, you have probably

hearing quite a bit of that on the site and that.

wor k for Manitoba Hydro, | have been kind of off for
t he past year. | was supposed to direct my question
to den Schick, but he, I talked to himearlier and

he said it was to the board, you guys.

But, any way. The question | had, |ike
you guys are representing the governnent, of
Mani t oba, Province of Manitoba. And, | know for a
fact that Manitoba Hydro al so spends big bucks on
racismin the corporation. And that is the thing
al ways, like | talked to sone of the young ones that
went to work out there, and | said that racismis
al ways going to be there. For sonme reason they are
not trying to put a little danper on that stuff, but
it is going to be there.

You always got to try to work around, it is
going to be hard, | said, but you have to work your
way, it is right here, but you have to work around it
ki nd of thing. And racismthat is, something that I
grew up, it was always there. It was al ways there.

Li ke you look at, like for instance you | ook at young
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1 guys that go out to work for these Manitoba Hydro,

2 like | talk to a lot of themas they cane into canps,
3 and | have been around for Jenpeg, Long Spruce, South
4 Bay, and | always, always ran into that, into that

5 raci sm And, it is something that it is going to be
6 there.

7 But, | think you know, Manitoba Hydro, and
8 t he board, or whatever you guys CEC board, if

9 sonebody woul d say, | ook we got to try to stop this,
10 we are hurting the partnership between Mnitoba

11 Hydro, and TCN. And, | don't know what happened,

12 like I heard a | ot of stories what happened upstream
13 at Nelson House, and all of that, there was a | ot of
14  stuff going on up there. But nobody does anyt hing.
15 And, | think part of the thing that we should do, as
16 partners, is try to get this thing where we can work
17 toget her, hand in hand kind of thing.

18 | know, | know racismis a terrible thing.
19 It has been around all of ny lifetine. Wen | went
20 to school there was little things that I am not going
21 to mention them but there were things that went on
22 there that shoul d never have gone on. But it

23 happens, and then we end up sitting talking to people
24 like you sitting there. Taki ng conpl ai nts.

25 But there is also another thing I would




Keeyask Split Lake October 8, 2013
Page 72

1 like to see. | have been around since Jenpeg. I

2 was only 16 when | went there, getting away from

3 hone. And | noticed that, you know over the years,
4 like I am56 now, | have been at this for a |ong

5 tinme. And the thing I never |iked when, when | used
6 to watch ny fellow natives working these canps, is

7 they didn't know how to shut that bottle off. Two

8 days later, or so, they would be fired because of the
9 alcohol.

10 The thing | would like, | talked to ny

11 chi ef one day, | said, kind of suggestion thing, if
12 we can have Keeyask Project al cohol free. I f we

13 could, you guys could conme up with that, like talk to
14 guys upstairs in Wnni peg, or whatever. You know,
15 i ke, you see so many tinmes in ny years worKking

16 t hroughout all of these projects. | was just a kid
17 when | started worKking. But, sonewhere al ong the

18 line, | said this thing has to stop sonewhere al ong
19 the line.
20 It is |ike when the corporation said no
21 snoking in the bar, everybody was nad, they are
22 pi ssed off, they want to quit working, they want to
23 go work sonewhere el se. They gradually got over the
24  fact you couldn't snoke in the building you had to be
25 30 netres away. | didn't like it. | was a heavy
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1 snoker . | had to go outside to snoke. It just, it
2 is gradually, sure nobody will say we are not going

3 to go up there, it is too far up north, you got to

4 take two, or three bottles of whiskey, whatever.

5 worked with guys that used to bring in a whol e case.
6 That was not hi ng.

7 But any ways, | think that is about all

8 wanted to say. | know our young peopl e have a very
9 hard time over there. My son, like he is on a

10 packer. That is the nost sl owest machine you could
11 find over there. And he got witten up because he
12 was speeding, | said are you serious? But, you know,
13 things like that. Just because, you know, nmy son is
14 Native, | think that is, what happened there.

15 And, like, | hear kind of stories, where a
16 ot of themw || get to fire a lot of thembring sone
17 nore guys from down sout h. To keep that, naybe at
18 t he begi nning of the nonth they got 30, by the end of
19 the nonth they are down, you know, they got rid of
20 ten, 15, whatever. They always top it up with nore
21 of their guys, whatever.
22 But it would be nice if soneone woul d | ook
23 into that. | understand that Hydro is ny enpl oyer,
24 says mni mal damage, you can't define that m nimal
25 damage. Sonebody take a look into it. There has
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1 got to be a stop to it sonewhere. Raci smis never

2 going to go away, | know that for a fact. It is

3 never going to go away. But any ways, | will let

4 sonebody el se speak. Thank you.

5 THE CHAI RMAN.  Thank you, M. Mlvor. |

6 hope you are wong about raci smnever going away, but
7 it will be a wile.

8 M5 AUBERG NE SPENCE: Tansi . (I'n Cree).

9 My nanme i s Aubergi ne Spence and you listened to ny

10 Mot her, Martha Spence, and she was born just down the
11 river over here not too far what we call near Chost
12 Point. M father was al so born on the |and by

13 mdw fes, at the OM R ver. And, this is their

14 territory.

15 Qur famlies have been here for generations
16 and we have a very, very | don't know, intinate

17 relationship with the | and. W live in a fluvial

18 ecosystem we are a riparian culture. For many

19 generations we relied on the river systemto sustain
20 our people with fish, the abundance of fish, you
21 know, all of the pleasures of having water. And
22 living along that water and know ng what is in the
23 river.
24 Last year we hosted the National Cree
25 Gat hering here in Tataskweyak, and many nen went out




Keeyask Split Lake October 8, 2013

Page 75
1 to | ook for sturgeon fish, and they only cane back

2 with five and they weren't very big. And, sone of
3 that sturgeon fish went mssing before it was even
4  served because it was such a denand. | was born at
5 Fort Churchill at the nouth of the Nelson River, and

6 there is alot of nice little silver fish there that

7 is so tasteful, that is all gone, or half the stock
8 is gone, but it is very rare.

9 And the Hydro danms are changing the river
10 system The wat er. You know, we can't just blane

11 the Hydro power, the Hydro danms, on what it is doing
12 to the water. But people are not listening to the
13 facts, you know, even if it is not just in Manitoba,
14 but all over the world, these Hydro projects are

15 bei ng funded by INS, and Wrld Bank, this seens to be
16 t he devel opnent projects of the tines.

17 And you know, you would look at little

18 pockets of devel opnent, in other parts of the world,
19 and you see solar energy, and wi nd energy. And

20 Mani t oba, you know has those in abundance, you know,
21 and sonme places in Manitoba, they have so much sun.
22 You know, | don't know why we are not | ooking at

23 ot her fornms of energy. Wiy are we dirtying, or

24 polluting and killing the water and ecosystens on the

25 Nel son Ri ver?
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1 Qur river systenms, and water, you know,

2 there is a very small amount of it on earth, it may

3 | ook, appear, it is deceiving, that the earth may

4 have a | ot of water, but we don't. And, the Hydro

5 proj ect has created sociopolitical turnoil in our

6 comunity. | am unenpl oyed. | have been protesting
7 the -- how these projects have been goi ng through.

8 | don't know what is the big rush? Wy are we

9 barrelling through with these projects, and not

10 | ooki ng at better technol ogies even with a dam

11 Wy are we barrelling through, it is causing our

12 peopl e to behave in such ways, you know, that is

13 unreal .

14 And, that, that is affecting our, our

15 culture in anot her way. It if it wasn't the fur

16 trade, if it wasn't the Indian residential schools,
17 now it is Hydro devel opnment projects. These --

18 and, you hear other presentations where the water you
19 can't go to the river now and draw and drink it. It
20 has to be filtered, and cleaned. It is dirty.

21 There is, you know, it is weaking havoc.

22 And, | think our scientists should | ook at
23 it carefully, nore thoughtfully, and tread carefully
24 on this planet. It is not |ike we have anot her

25 pl anet to go to. This is one planet. This is one
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regi on, and our popul ations are grow ng

exponential ly. We have a responsibility as human

bei ngs to take care of each other, and our precious

pl anet. There, there doesn't seemto be nuch soci al
justice for the environnent. There is a very big
lack of it.

You know | really | ook to David Suzuki,
who, you know, in ny youth, | read that we woul d | ook

at it as if there was an abundance of it, and we

woul d never see the end of resources. Well, here we
are. W know t he science. W see Lake W nni peg,
was put on the endangered |ist. And t hese Hydro

dans are going to create flooding, methane gas, and,
t hey have already annihil ated sturgeon fish. The

sturgeon fish is a robust species that survived ice
age, it is robust at survival, and now there are no
sturgeon fish. That is sonmething we ate, we enjoy,

and we don't have that anynore.

Not to nention, you know the shoreline
birds, mgratory birds, and what these Hydro power
lines are going to, how they are going to change the
air waves, you know, you hear the humin the air,
even, you sit out in the bush, you hear the hum
from fromthe energy that is created out there.

And, you -- there is a change fromnatural flow ng
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1 water fall, to the Hydro dam
2 You know, and those dams, they act as a
3 mul ch. They, you know, mulch up a |lot of fish.
4 And, | just think the technol ogy could be nore
5 t hought out. You know, we are at an age where there
6 is so nmuch information sharing across cultures, and,
7 you know science is really growing, in technol ogies.
8 And | think Manitobans should | ook at alternative
9 forms of energy, and what are they using the energy
10 for? To light up all of the casinos? I s that what
11 we want our society? Because, we are seeing a | ot
12 nore of that.
13 If it is not drugs, and alcohol, it is
14 ganbling, it has got a negative economc spin to it.
15 And, | wish it were nore positive.
16 And | amreally grateful that |I had a
17 chance to speak, | didn't expect to even have an
18 opportunity, but | thank you, those were just a few
19 of nmy coments, and that is all | have to say, thank
20 you.
21 THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you Ms Spence, thank
22 you for com ng out and saying those words.
23 Anyone el se? Yes, sir.
24 MR. CONWAY ARTHURSON: My nane i s Conway

25

Arthurson, and | am a band councillor for Fox Lake
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Cree Nation. And | choose not to speak in ny

community based on | egal advice fromny |awer

And, there was an incident at the end of
the CEC hearings in Bird, where |I had lunch, or
supper with the CEC comm ssi oners. And | was asked
to sit dowmn with them And during that tinme |
stated outright fromthe beginning, that | was warned
not to talk to themfromny | egal counsel

The second thing | told themwas that |
support this process. | was a band councillor in
2009 when we signed the JKDA down there. And |
still, by a thread support this process. And | felt
that | needed to speak, because what happened then

was sonet hing that | thought should never happen, and

| was being told not to speak. Because | am a
partner, | ama proponent of Manitoba Hydro.
And after that incident, | drove home from

Bird, to Gllamvery angry, very upset. And hurt,
and di sappointed that | could not speak from ny

heart . And while | went to Gllam | stopped on the
side of the road, Shamattawa wi nter road, and | drove
down the road. And | took tobacco, and | offered it
to the Creator, and to ny ancestors asking why | felt
this way. Wiy am |l angry? VWay am | hurt? Wiy am

| di sappoi nt ed? And | asked for advice fromthem
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1 And it canme to ne through ny heart. And | asked for
2 advice fromny nom and ny granny especially. Who

3 are both in the spirit world. And, | al so asked

4 both ny uncles that have passed. Two of them

5 happened to be from Split Lake. John Garson, and

6 Noah Garson. They were close to ny heart because |
7 truly believe in what they thought, and how t hey

8 felt.

9 And, as a result of that, | decided to

10 speak here today, because, | wasn't given that

11 opportunity in my comunity. And, when | got hone,
12 and | talked to ny spiritual advisor, what happened,
13 and then | said, what do you think? And she said to
14 me, Conway, that is not a true partnership, if you

15 cannot speak fromyour m nd, and especially from your
16 heart.

17 And, | took that advice. And, | went

18 around to ny band nmenbers in Bird, and G || am over

19 the last few weeks, and | told themny story, and |
20 asked for their blessing to speak here. And each
21 and every one of them 100 percent of ny band nenbers
22 supported ne. And, what | said to them was that |
23 am accountable to themonly. | am not account abl e
24 to these people over here, Mnitoba Hydro
25 representatives. | am not even accountable to the
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1 Comm ssioners sitting behind ne. | am not even
2 accountable to ny | awer.
3 And, it is for that reason, the sinple fact
4 that | amaccountable to ny people. | amthe one
5 that has to represent themat tines like this. And,
6 as aresult, | asked the Chief who is ny cousin,
7 bl essing to cone, and speak to you guys today, and,

8 to get it recorded. Which is nore inportant for ne.
9 And again, like | said, | am going agai nst ny | egal
10 advice fromny | awers by speaking here today. And,

11 however the chips fall after this, I will take ny

12 chances with ny peopl e. Because those are the

13 people that | represent.

14 And again, like | said, | support the

15 project by a thread or two. It has cone that far

16 for ne. And | tal ked to one el der back honme who was
17 part of your community many, years ago Zach Mayham
18 (ph). And ny dad translated to himwhat do you

19 t hi nk about Keeyask, do you support it? And his

20 transl ation back to us, is Yes, | support the

21 project, for the sinple fact that that side of the
22 river, a lot of the damage has al ready been done.

23 It is already ruined, it is not natural. Plus, it
24 gi ves our young people an opportunity to gain

25 enpl oynment, and training, and busi ness opportunities,
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1 and. Based on that one elder, | decided to put ny
2 name on the JKDA
3 And | want to talk briefly, about the
4 hi story of nyself how | got involved with
5 negoti ati ons. | started off in 1997, when | was 24
6 years old. Just com ng to neetings. Li st eni ng,
7 offering my two cents. And cone a |ong way since
8 then, we signed an agreenent in 2004, signed JKDA in
9 2009. And, we are in the process of negotiating,
10 relating to Bipole Ill, Keewatinoow converter
11 station, and Conawapa. But I was a young man then.
12 | am going to be 41 next year. And, | seen a lot in
13 the years that | have been involved with ny
14 conmuni ty.
15 And, in settlenment agreenment negotiations
16 back in 2004, | was convinced to |l et go of sone of
17 the things | wanted to speak of. And | regret that
18 decision today. | was convinced not to push those
19 same issues wth JKDA. But | was told we will get
20 sonething else in return. | regret not speaking
21 t hen. And today, | speak because it is recorded.
22 | speak because that is what ny heart tells nme to do.
23 | have faith, and | have hope in this process. But ,
24 there is a long way to go. There is still issues

25

that we all have to deal wth.
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The peopl e that nmade presentations earlier

kind of hit a lot of things that I wanted to speak
of . But, I will stick to my story. You know sorme
of the things that are ongoi ng, regardl ess of whether
there i s Keeyask, Conawapa or Bipole I1I. There are
things that need to be fixed. One of themis racism
in the workplace at Manitoba Hydro.

| lost three friends to suicide, in the
| ast five years, and they all worked for Manitoba
Hydr o. And, it still bothers ne today, | can stil
hear themtalking to me in the year about what they
want ed, and Hydro didn't |isten. The young
gentl eman that hung hinself in Norway House, his | ast
post on Facebook was No nore work for this Indian.

The | ast one that hung hinsel f, Harold
Beardy who was on his way to being transferred to Fox
Lake hung hinmself in Gllamin a Hydro house. And,
| managed to spend the | ast week of his life,
managed to talk to him And his take on it, was,
well, no nore job for this guy, | guess | have to go
back to fishing in G and Rapi ds. Two of ny friends
found hi mthat weekend hangi ng.

| lost a dear friend of m ne who shot
hinself with a gun. And himtoo, had had issues and

troubles with Manitoba Hydro. And | don't see it
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getting better for our people. And | need to talk

about those kind of things because it is tough to
tal k about . A lot of these things that | am saying,
if Hydro had their way, they probably wouldn't allow
me to speak. But, | am here on ny own behal f. And
on behalf of the people that | spoke to, that gave ne
the bl essing to speak here today from Fox Lake.
So | amnot worried about what Hydro has to say or
the ram fications that will cone after this.

| al so want to speak about the
redevel opnent of G Il am They are redevel opi ng
Gllamright nowto get ready for Keeyask, and
Conawapa. They are buil ding houses, they are
bui l ding an apartnment block that is three stories
hi gh. There is not nmuch land to be had in G Il am
anynore because everybody else is taking it up.
And, we are trying to get nore reserve land in the
town of G Il|am And that is one of the
recommendations | want to make to this conm ssion.
That Hydro does their best to acconmpdate ot her
reserves that are going to be created, and sel ected
in the town of Gllam That has to go regardl ess of
whet her Keeyask, and Conawapa, or anything else is
built. That is an ongoi ng i ssue outside and above

t hese negotiations right now.
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1 And al so because of the negotiations, we
2 have been negotiating hard, | have been invol ved
3 since 1997, and | had to take a break in 2010 to
4 clear ny head, and to clear ny heart. Know ng t hat
5 | would burn nyself out. And | just got back in as
6 a councillor about a nonth ago. Not much has
7 changed in those three years.
8 | want to tal k about sonme of the training
9 that is is going on. |In Fox Lake we had vari ous
10 anounts of training in the early 2000s. And, one of
11 your band councillors was our training person,
12 Nat han. And | talked to himoutside, and | said
13 remenber when we trained all of those people, how
14 long ago was that? He said about ten years ago. W
15 tal ked again, and | said, what about all of those
16 kids that were mnors then that are adults now. An
17 exanple of that is ny daughter, who is 19. Were is
18 her training and enpl oynent opportunities? There is
19 a whol e generation here that is not getting any
20 traini ng.
21 And, | think that has to be sonething that
22 Hydro really has to consider. And, you guys have to
23 consi der as part of the panel. That, we have a
24  whol e generation, nost of the kids that came in here
25 today, | can bet you a dollar that not one of them
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1 took training, because they were too young. And al
2 of that training noney is gone. That is an

3 important thing that we need to | ook at. And you

4 guys need to consider. We need nore dollars for

5 trai ni ng because we are m ssing a whol e generation of
6 young untrai ned young peopl e under the age of 22, 23.
7 And there is nore com ng.

8 W tal ked about, or we heard today, about

9 bei ng rushed, being rushed, and | look at it as being
10 force fed negotiations. As | stated earlier, |

11 signed on the line for JKDA in 2009. And then this
12 KIP came up where they wanted to fast track the canp,
13 and the road. We as Cree nations allowed that to

14 happen.

15 | was at a neeting on Friday in GIllam

16 And the people that were there on our behalf, it was
17 their first tine there, lot of us didn't know what it
18 was about. Apparently Hydro changed their mnd

19 again. Wants to start the south access road right
20 away next year. Coming fromGIlam comng this
21  way. That is not ny understandi ng of JKDA. \%%
22 understanding it is supposed to conme from Keeyask
23 make its way to G|l lam Al'l of a sudden they want
24 to do this. They even have plans of having canps.
25 | said | can't support that right now,
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1 because that is not what we agreed to. W signed a
2 JKDA. And you changed it, you got KIP. Now you

3 are tal king about south access road. So, there are
4 things that need to be done, slow down, for our

5 benefit. And Hydro has tinelines and schedul es.

6 Another community neeting | went to | ast week, they

7 were al ready tal king about getting gravel rock to

8 prepare for Conawapa, they want to start doing that

9 in the next couple of years. And they want to take
10 that fromthe |inmestone quarry. We don't even have
11 a deal on Conawapa, and they want to prepare for it
12 al r eady.

13 And, again, they were expecting an answer
14 fromus within two weeks. And that two-week neeting
15 happened this nmorning, but | thought it was nore

16 inportant to cone to this neeting so | have a chance
17 to speak to you guys.

18 And | want to talk a little bit about the
19 past . What happened to us in Fox Lake. Some of
20 the things that | heard, sonme of the things that ny
21 dad has told ne. And, | know we signed a settl enent
22 agreenent in 2004, forgiving Hydro for the past, but
23 | need to let you guys know sone of the things that
24 have happened to our people.
25 My dad cane from Norway House, which is
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1 where | grewup until I was 9 years old. And he
2 wor ked with surveyors in the town of Gl Ilam And
3 there are stories out there and I heard them and ny
4 dad was there one tine when there is a wonan, a
5 Ki t chekeesi k woman up on the hill at Mtchener (ph),
6 | don't know if you know that is the trailer court in
7 Kettle, northern drive going up the hill.
8 There was a cabin that was in the way of
9 that surveyor's line, by about three feet. And, ny
10 dad went to his boss, and said we have to nove that
11 line alittle bit over because the house is in the
12 way. Hi s boss said no, give that lady five m nutes
13 to get her stuff out of there. And ny dad went in
14 to protect her. And, that | ady, and ny dad, was
15 very enotional when he was telling nme this. And |
16 amvery enotional now, because, | sensed and | felt
17 what he felt.
18 He told that |ady, you have five mnutes to
19 get your stuff together, because we are going to nove
20  your house. And she put her stuff in the blanket,
21 put it over her shoul der, and wal ked a few feet, and
22 dropped it and started crying and the bull dozer cane,
23 and noved it out of the way.
24 Anot her story | heard, was a trapper, he
25 went out to check his traps in the norning. He cane
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back, all he found were cat tracks, up to the bush,

and a pile of wood which used to be his house.

Never been conpensated for things like that.

Al t hough, as | said, we forgive Hydro for that past.
W will never forget.

Anot her story ny dad told ne, when he was
surveying the hospital, a hospital, the corner of the
hospital there was a grave right in the corner of it,
and again ny dad went to his boss, and said, we have
to nmove that hospital about two feet over, because
there is a grave there. Hi s boss says, dig up that

grave, and nove that grave, ny dad did that by

hi msel f. And it was, that casket, he said, wasn't
even bigger than this table. It was a little baby,
or child.

And those are the kind of things that |
t hi nk about, when we tal k about hope. Anot her
t hi ng, what our people went through growing up in
Gllam were beatings, rapes, sonetinmes nurders that
weren't even investigated. W have a famly stil
mourning for their | ost one, he was driven over by a
Hydro truck. There is no investigation done. Qur
understanding is the person who drove over himis the
son of a big shot at Hydro. Hydro got a helicopter

to come cone in and pick himup and get himout of
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1 t own. No investigation was done on that.
2 In 1999 ny dad, nyself and the fornmer
3 chi ef, Tom Nepitabo, spoke at Interchurch Inquiry.
4 And ny dad tal ked about that, he tal ked about how t he
5 RCVMP woul d throw themin jail, and then they woul d
6 call the iron workers, fromcanp to cone in and beat
7 t hem up. There were times when there were wonen in
8 there that got raped. There i s anot her woman who
9 was 13, got taken by a group of, nmen, and driven out
10 of town, and raped and beat. And, it took her many
11 years for her to tell her story.
12 But those are the kind of things we have to
13 live with in the past, and, it is hard for nme to nove
14 forward in a good way when | see a |lot of these
15 t hi ngs happeni ng ri ght now. Li ke the racism what
16 Nor man tal ked about, at the workpl ace.
17 There is a lot of things that need to be
18 done still, with Manitoba Hydro, regardl ess of
19 Keeyask, notw thstandi ng Keeyask proceedi ng. There
20 is still alot of work to be done, and the thing that
21 upset nme the nost about this, these hearings, when
22 they came to ny community is our chiefs opening
23 statenents are scripted and they are read by our
24  chief. Witten by a | awer. The ot her band
25 councillor, there is only two of us, the other band
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councill or needed to get his speech approved by Hydro

as wel | .

And that is why | feel that | need to talk
ri ght now, because ny speech is not scripted. | am
not accountable to Manitoba Hydro. | am not even

accountable to ny | awer, who advised ne not to
speak. And there are things that still need to be
done with this Comm ssion, there is still work that
Hydro needs to prove to us, such as dealing with the
racismin the workpl ace. They have, | mght get in
trouble for this, but | amgoing to say it any way.
They hired a group, a conpany to cone and | ook at
this racismstuff. And they have been at it for
about a year now. And Hydro basically, in a

nut shell said to the boss this programis al nost
finished we need to do sonet hi ng.

And it comes to trust, our band nenbers
cannot trust managenent in Gllam We get phone
calls on a daily basis about some of the things our
peopl e have to go through over there. And, | don't
know how to fix that. O her than go with the
notions, go with the flowto try and | ook on the
bri ght side of things. But it is hard for me to do
this knowi ng how we were treated in the past. How

we are being treated now. And how we are being
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treated in these hearings, but having to be scripted.

And | don't care what Hydro feels, or
t hi nks about ne now. | cane here today, and |
t hought to nyself, | wonder how long it wll take
bef ore sonebody at Hydro says hello to ne. Most of
t hem wal ked by ne. They wal ked by ne a coupl e of
tinmes. And it was only one that | knew from
previ ous dealings that finally said hello to ne. I
said finally, you are the first person from Hydro
that has said hello to ne. And it is 20 m nutes
si nce you guys got here.

And | ran into a |ady downstairs in the
doorway, | thought | was going to get a hello, or Hey
Conway, can | talk to you about what happened in
Bird? She couldn't even look nme in the eye. Now
what does that tell us. What does that tell ne?
When ny | awyer cane tapped nme on the shoul der when
was having supper with the Comm ssion in Bird.
said to them here we go again, |legal advice telling
me | shouldn't be talking to you. He says Conway
you shouldn't be talking to them They saw you
sitting there and conme and whispered in ny ear. And
| asked himwho is they? He told ne who she was.

And | confronted her about that. And | said you are

not going to keep ne quiet.
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1 No longer will | remain quiet. No | onger
2 will I regret being silent. No longer will | allow
3 Hydro's tinmeline to go ahead wi thout us being ready.
4 Starting today. Mani t oba Hydro you need to consi der
5 our tineline. Whi ch nmeans sl ow down. W are

6 tal ki ng about Keeyask. W signed the deal. It is
7 is being, it is being built. Al of a sudden we are
8 tal ki ng about Conawapa too? And what | said to the
9 Comm ssion |ast week, and I will say it here today,
10 | oud and clear for Manitoba Hydro to hear. | cannot
11 i f good conscience allow Conawapa to be built at this
12 tinme. There is a lot of things that need to be

13 fixed. There is a lot of things that need to be

14 |l earned on both ends, both sides. And one of them
15 is trust. W don't trust you. It is as sinple as
16 that.

17 And you need to gain that trust by

18 acknow edgi ng our tineline. By acknow edgi ng our

19 interests, and our rights. | hope this Conm ssion
20 takes note of that. We were dealing and negotiating
21 in the past in 2001, when we were approached by
22 Keeyask, and we are dealing in mllions of dollars
23 here, and they keep shoving everything down our
24  throat and we are choking on them Qur communities
25 are bei ng separ at ed. And it is not right. And,
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1 know the people in the spirit world are here to

2 support ne. | can feel themin here. | can feel

3 t hem And | am not scared. Il will no | onger be

4 scared of Manitoba Hydro. Because | know I am

5 right. My heart tells me that.

6 For the Comm ssioners, | think it is

7 i nportant that you guys put provisions in your

8 report, and your recomendations to slow this process
9 down. Because, | started this off when | was 24

10 years ol d. | am going to be 41 next week. Do the
11 mat h, 17, 1 think. And, all we have been doing is
12 rushi ng because of Hydro's tineline. We need to put
13 a stop to that. As Cree Nation brothers, nmenbers, a
14  brothers, and sisters, and cousins and aunts and

15 uncl es and friends.

16 | wanted to close off by thanking the

17 comunity of Split Lake, Chief and council for

18 allowing ne tine to speak, and to be recorded. And,
19 whatever happens after today, | will take nmy chances
20 with Manitoba Hydro, because | amonly accountable to
21 t he peopl e of Fox Lake Cree Nation, and I will remain
22 accountabl e to Fox Lake. (In Cree).
23 THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you, M. Arthurson.
24 Bef ore you run away, | have one qui ck question, you
25 want us to slow down, reconmend slow ng down the
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Keeyask process, or the Keeyask Conawapa process?

MR. CONWAY ARTHURSON: Both of them

THE CHAI RVAN:  He responded both of them
for the record. Thank you very nuch.

Now, we are just about to the end of our
time, if there is anyone who feels conpelled to say
sonme nore words, | will entertain one nore speaker.
Sir?

MR. ALAN KEEPER: Hello ny nane is Al an
Keeper, TCN. | just wanted to say a few words. I
was the pipe carrier for the Cree gathering | ast
year. And, and |, the elders that encouraged ne
were spiritual el ders. They were traditional.

They believed that there is a spirit.

THE CHAI RVAN: Coul d you, over in the corner
et M. Keeper speak, and pay attention to him o
ahead.

MR. ALAN KEEPER: They believe that the
land is alive. It has a spirit. The trees, the
rock, water, everything and they said our job is to
protect the |and. That is our gift. As the red
nation. That is our job as First Nations people.
And that is what they believe in.

The white man has, his job is to, to

travel . They have different, every nation, black
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person is a negotiator, politician, the yellow

peopl e, they are they are technol ogy, and we see that
today. And, they believe that | should carry that

pi pe for all Cree people across Canada. They
believe in ne, because | Sundance, | sweat, |

practice that way. Because of their teachings.
Because | live a sober life. | don't do drugs, | am
not perfect. But, nobody is perfect.

Any way | spoke to sone of these el ders,
the | eaders, our First Nation |eaders, Chiefs,
Council, and that is what we were told. They said
they were told Creator put us here and to -- when
you, when you di e, when you wear that headdress you
are going to neet your naker, and he is going to tel
you, your job is to protect the land, he is going to
ask you, did you do that? \What are you going to
say?

There is no negotiations over there.

Can't negotiate. And sanme with the other nations.

So | just wanted to say that because, because | don't
hear that here. And | took courses, university,
coll ege, business | ama G ade 7 teacher right now
And we | ook at a plant, we |look at a plant, and that
plant we call this word "producers”. They are the

producers, these plants, the | eaves, they produce
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1 sugar, but also they have gas, odorless, colorless it
2 has that in there, these kids don't know that. Ve
3 have to teach themthat.
4 | can't even say that word, photosynthesis.
5 | told them | speak Cree, | am a heavy Cree speaker,
6 ny tongue doesn't pick that up. So we have to
7 pronounce that, that is what it nmeans, producers, and
8 it is green. And the white man world, capitalism
9 eh, that is all it is, is to nake noney, up in the
10 north, don't care about the water, plants, trees,
11 Creator. You are not taught that in school. By the
12 el ders, by everybody, just a professor sitting there.
13 And that is what business is all about naki ng noney.
14 And, our people are here. We |ive here.
15 W live, actually go hunting, fishing, trapping,
16 whatever, eh, that is what we do. Any way, ny -- |
17 was, | was down in Grass River canoeing, the water is
18 cl ear over there. It is protected. Over here |
19 took my son hunting down the river, the water is
20 dirty over there. There is no damthere. Wiy is
21 t hat ? | s there study done on that? The the guy
22 said slow it down. That is why you have to sl ow
23 down.
24 Up to the next river, you notice, you know
25 what, that river is clear, as we go further, you go
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further, to the destination, it is clear over there.

That is how they | ook here. You know, that is why
slow it down. Study it. That is all | wanted to
say.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you, M. Keeper. I
wi |l take one nore short presentation. If there is
anybody el se who wi shes to speak, but, it can't be
for very long sir.

MR. MELVIN COOK: My name is Melvin Cook, |
amfrom Split Lake.

(I'n Cree).

So, now, what do we do?

THE CHAI RMAN.  That was very short indeed,
and it is a very profound question that we could
spend days, weeks, nonths, even years trying to find
an answer to.

What we in the Comm ssion will do, is that
we w il continue to conduct our hearings, as | noted
earlier we go to Cross Lake tonorrow, and then
starting in two weeks, we have a nunber of weeks of
hearings in the city of W nnipeg.

Wien we will hear fromthe partnership,
menbers OF the partnership, we will hear froma
nunber of participant groups. Sonme of which are

based in communities, First Nations conmunities in
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1 t he north. They will be com ng into Wnni peg, and

2 speaki ng nore about their views on this project. At
3 the end of that, we think that those hearings wll

4 end in early Decenber, then the Conm ssioners wll

5 spend a nunber of days, and weeks, coming to sone

6 decisions, and recommendations that we will send to

7 the mnister.

8 We heard a lot of very interesting, and

9 very wel |l thought out presentations today. Covered
10 a lot of very inportant topics. | suppose the top
11 of the list, is just the water. And the state of

12 the water. And we heard fromat |east one, if not

13 nore, that water, is really the daily source of Ilife,
14 and we all know that.

15 MR. MELVIN COOK: | have a question, for

16 you, sir. Do we as First Nation people have water

17 rights?

18 THE CHAI RMAN:  You know, | couldn't answer
19 that.
20 MR. MELVIN COOK: | know you can't.
21 THE CHAI RVAN: | honestly don't know.
22 But, the issue of Aboriginal rights, and First Nation
23 peopl e certainly have Aboriginal and Treaty Rights.
24  And, considerations, on howthis project, or any
25 ot her project that needs |licencing, but we are
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tal ki ng about Keeyask now, considerations on how the

Keeyask project m ght affect those Aboriginal and
Treaty Ri ghts, nust be canvassed, and dealt with, by
t he governnent before a licence is issued.
But that job has not been given to this Comm ssion,
that job is handl ed by another branch of governnment.
And that is actually a constitutional requirenent
under section 35 of the Constitution, that those
i ssues nust be at | east canvassed, and addressed to
sone extent.

MR. MELVIN COCK: | have | earned that
peopl e can be deaf in one ear, and blind in the
ot her.

THE CHAI RVAN:  You may wel | be right.
O her issues, that we have heard today, that wll
formpart of our consideration over the next few
nont hs, are jobs, access to jobs, training, racism
heritage resources, these all conme in to the
environnment al inpact statenment that has been prepared

by the partnership, and we will review them

Il will not pretend to say that we will find
solutions to any of these, | only hope that we can
make smal | recommendations, that will make snall

positive steps to inprove sone of these.

Having said that, | would again like to
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1 thank all of you for com ng out today, | would |ike
2 to thank all of you who made presentations, | would
3 like to thank the community for wel com ng us, and
4 again thank them for that fabulous |lunch that we had
5 t oday.
6 | would now turn the mc back to your
7 chief, and | inmagine he may ask for a prayer to cl ose
8 our --
9 M5 | LLA DI SBROAE: You know that first
10 presentation, Qur Story? It said that the people
11 were told that they were supposed to vote on two
12 things, that is wong. Just wanted to clarify that.
13 Because at the time of the voting we were given three
14 nonths to vote yes or no, to think about it.
15 Wher eas they took eight years to conpile this big
16 docunent. And, you can tell nost of people are not
17 that it was witten by |awers, and stuff, and, they
18 want, expected us to nake that decision within three
19 nont hs. And, plus, when nost of the people that went
20 to go vote, they expected to vote for one thing, and
21 ended up to two things. And, it wasn't right for
22 these two things, when they wanted the people to vote
23 for JKDA. Then they through in that adverse
24 effects, wasn't right. Because adverse effects has
25 | ot of holes that need to be fixed. Peopl e need to
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1 go through those things before it was vot ed. That
2 is what | wanted to clarify.
3 THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

4 (dosing Prayer).

5 (Concl uded at 5:18 p.m)
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