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1 VEEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2013.
2 Upon commencing at 1:35 p. m
3
4 VI CE- CH EF SHI RLEY ROBI NSON:  Good afternoon
5 everyone that is present here today, along with our
6 visitors. | wel come you to our territory,the
7 Pi m ci kamak Cree Nati on. Lot of, | am here on behal f

8 of the Chief of the Nation, | amthe Vice Chief of the

9 nati on.

10 | would Ii ke to al so acknowl edge the people
11 that are here, that come here with heavy hearts today.
12 That will be sharing sone valid information with you the
13 panel that are here today. | honour this visit that is
14 happeni ng. Because, the years that we have been

15 i npacted by by Manitoba Hydro, and projects that they

16 continue to endorse w thout proper consultation.

17 | am very honoured that you are here today to listen to
18 our people our elders that we have remaini ng.

19 W do not have that many el ders anynore.

20 These are our teachers. They know t he story. They

21 know t he truth. They have felt it, they have wal ked

22 it. And | ask you to take that information that they
23 will be sharing, that you will be hearing from our
24  peopl e. | ask you to take that information to the

25 heart . Because, it will come fromthe heart. That we
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1 wll be sharing with you. And it is all based on
2 honesty, and truth.
3 These are our people, and, this is why we
4 are here today. And, | amvery hunbled that you can be
5 here to hear the Pimcikamak peopl e out.
6 So, with that I would like to take this
7 time, once again, to thank you as Vice Chief, fromthe
8 Pi m ci kamak peopl e, thank you very nuch for listening to
9 me, and under standi ng where we cone from as a peopl e.
10 | speak to you, ny nanme is Shirley Robinson Vice Chief
11 of Pimcikamak Cree Nation, and | stand here before you
12 on behalf of the Chief of the Nation Catherine Mrrick,
13 she extends her regrets today, unfortunately she cannot
14  be here, but will be here later on. So, she is very
15 busy right now.
16 Thank you very nuch.
17 (Cree spoken)
18 Darwi n Paupani kas and the four councillors,
19 | acknow edge them as wel|. Wth that, | thank you,
20 and again, | ask you, everything will be fromthe heart.
21 You may see tears in our people, that is, that is what
22 we felt all of these years. And, it is inpacting from
23 generation to generation. You wi Il hear them Thank
24  you very nuch. And we honour this visit that you are
25 doi ng with our people. Thank you.
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THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you. Thank you, Vice

Chi ef Robinson for that wel cone. Good afternoon, and,
wel come, and, thank you very nuch for your patience. As
you may know we were supposed to be here nuch earlier in
the day, but our airline kept telling us it was foggy
here, since we have been here everyone telling us it is
not foggy. It was just before noon the airline said it
is cleared up. And we can go, then it took another
hal f hour to take off.

We are here, we are pleased to be here. W
nane is Terry Sargeant, | amthe Chair of the Manitoba
Cl ean Environnment Commission as well as the Chair of the
panel that will be conducting the review on the Keeyask
Generation Project.

At the outset, | would Iike to acknow edge
that we are neeting here today in traditional territory
of the Pim cikamak, we are honoured to be here, and we
t hank you for letting us cone into your comunity.

Let nme also introduce ny co-panelists. To nmy left Jim
Shaw, and, Judy Bradley, and to ny right, Edwi n Yee, and
Reg Nepi nak. W al so have sone staff with us. | am
going to dispense with nost of ny opening comments,
because we nmaybe a little short of tinme.

We are here today because about a year ago

the M nister of Conservation asked us to conduct the
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review into the Environnmental |npact Statenent prepared

by the proponent, Manitoba Hydro, and its four First
Nation partners, to build the Keeyask Generation
Proj ect. And nore specifically, he also asked us to
hol d hearings in areas that, near where people -- in
areas where people lived near where the project would be
built.

More specifically, we are here today, in
Cross Lake because a nunber of nonths ago, Darw n
Paupani kas, on behalf of the Four Councils wote to us,
and asked if we would conme in here and hold sone
heari ngs. And we readily agreed to that, and, that is
why we are here today.

What we want to hear is, as Vice Chief
Robi nson said, we want to hear your stories, what your
concerns are, what your concerns have been in the past,
what they will be in the future and how they m ght be

affected by the Keeyask Ceneration Project.

So | amnot going to say anynore. I will
turn it over, we have, | believe, perhaps at many as 15
peopl e to make presentations. And, we only have, about
little under four hours, | think. So, I will turn it

over, Darw n.
MR. DARW N PAUPANI KAS: kay. Thank you

M. Chair.
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1 (Cree spoken).
2 In short, | amgoing to |let the speakers
3 speak as they wi sh, or feel. 15 minutes each is
4 time limt, and then, as much as possible, | hope
5 they try and accommodate that tine limt and we are
6 going to just let themgo in their |anguage, if they
7 wi sh, sonme of themw Il do their presentation in
8 English, and the ones that do it in their |anguage,
9 we will transcribe it, shortly after this and send it
10 to the Comm ssi on. Thank you.
11 First speaker, | would like to introduce,
12 is elder Ettienne North.
13 MR. ETTI ENNE NORTH: (Cree spoken) Thank
14 you very mnuch.
15 MR. DARW N PAUPANI KAS: He took five
16 m nutes, thank you Ettienne North. He has |ot nore
17 stories to tell. He summarized bull et points of
18 t he message.
19 W have his recording, froma previous
20 meeting, we will transcribe nuch of that as well.
21 Next | call upon Charles Ml er.
22 MR. CHARLES M LLER Hello, ny nane is
23 Charles MIler, and | ama citizen of Pimcikanak.
24 | also represent the interests of the youth counci
25 in mtters related to the NFA And this happens to
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be one of those issues that happen to fall under that

cat egory.

| would |ike to acknow edge everybody here
today, CEC and all of its nenbers.

| would Iike to talk to you today a little
bit about the effects of the projects on Aboriginal
and Treaty Rights with respect to past generations
and future generations to cone.

Besi des the obvious environnmental effects
of the Hydro projects, |like the accessibility to
hunti ng and fishing and trappi ng has becone extrenely
difficult since the inception of the projects.

And that has a direct effect on the aboriginal and
treaty rights of the citizens here as well as the
ot her people up in the North that are part of so
call ed TCN partnerships.

It also has an affect on Aboriginal and
Treaty rights in a different way. Abori gi nal and
Treaty rights are | ooked at differently by different
peopl e. Li ke the Governnment of Canada, and Manitoba
look at it, they want to mnimze, they want to do
away with it, they want to do away w th Abori gi na
title and rights so they can open up this whole | and
for resource devel opnent.

When | tal k about Aboriginal rights, Treaty
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1 rights, | hear people talk about their rights haven't
2 been affected, that is a fiction. The agreenent
3 that was signed by our fellow Cree people pretty nuch
4 rendered their Treaty rights redefined, | wll say.
5 But they, in essence they have ceded and rel eased,
6 surrendered to Her Majesty the Queen Aboriginal
7 rights, titles and interests. What they have, what
8 t hey have signed onto, was nunicipal style
9 government. And they have given up their, their
10 title to the lands, and they have redefined their
11 rights under the Constitution.
12 And what we are |looking at here is to | ook
13 at the entire picture, not just the Keeyask area of
14 I npact . Tal ki ng about | ooking at the cunul ative
15 effects of the entire project, including agreenents
16 that were signed by the parties, and our brothers,
17 and sisters. You wi Il hear today about what was
18 before and what is now today, and what they expect to
19 see in the future. Al t hough nobody has an idea
20 about what the future will hold because not even
21 Mani t oba Hydro knows those answers, nobody knows.
22 It is just a band experinent and | hope
23 that you people here today will carry our concerns,
24 and our, and our hopes with you and actually take
25 theminto consideration, not just for us, but for
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1 t hose people that can't speak over there. The

2 agreenents that they signed pretty nuch forbid them
3 from speaki ng out agai nst the projects.

4 But, for the people, the grassroots people
5 that is why we need you to hear us, we need you to be
6 with us, we need you to help us. We don't have the
7 financial recourse or resources, human resources that
8 t he governnents and Hydro have. W are at a

9 fundanment al di sadvantage in that regard all of the

10 tinme, every day. And it is being used agai nst us

11 very effectively.

12 | understand that agreenments are signed

13 under duress, and that is understandable, but we need
14 you to hear our concerns. And | hope that what you
15 hear today, will, will give you a positive | ook on

16 how Pi m ci kamak views the worl d. You will hear from
17 t hese people here today that they |ove this |and,

18 they were born on this land, they were born free

19 here.
20 Now, as the Hydro projects go on, our
21 freedomis being gradually taken away fromus by | ack
22 of access, and just this sheer danger of our | ands
23 NoWw. It is not as steady as it used to be. And it
24 has beconme unpredictable. So with that | would |ike

25 to thank you for your tinme, and consideration, and |
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wi sh you guys safe travels, to whatever you guys cone

from Thank you very nuch.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you, M. Mller. W
all conme from W nni peg, although this norning we cane
from Thonpson. And, we hope that -- not that we
don't admre your community, the little bit we have
seen of it in the few m nutes we have been here, we
hope we don't have as nuch trouble getting out as we
did this norning.

Thank you for your comments, we have heard
your comments, and believe nme we will take into
consi deration everything that you have said here
t oday.

MR. DARW N PAUPANI KAS: Next, | had Leonard
Ross schedul ed, and Kat heri ne McKay, but due to the
delay in this program Donald MKay Senior, is going
to go ahead of the rest, he has a plane to catch

| at er. He has a nedical issue that he has to contend

with. So we will have Donald to the floor at this
time. Thank you.
MR. DONALD MCKAY SR | would like to

wel cone the visitors, and | would start right away.
My nanme i s Donal d McKay. | am 84 years young. 84
years ol d. And start fromthe beginning for ny

story about this Hydro, Manitoba Hydro that started
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1 this project here. Some 33 years ago, 32 years ago,
2 | don't, | can't renenber. But at that time Ed

3 Schreyer was the Prem er of Manitoba at that tine

4 when he came and he told us there, that this Hydro

5 proj ect, wouldn't danage much

6 He was standing there at the neeting, we

7 had a neeting, in a small shed, small house there and
8 he hold up his pen like this, that is how nmuch, only
9 how nuch the water, the difference with the water

10 w |l be, six inches. And, he said, also, that we

11 woul dn't have to pay much Hydro bills, hundred

12 dol I ars A nont h. Peopl e are payi ng here between 200
13 and $500 maybe a nore a nonth, especially in the

14 W ntertine.

15 So, and now we, that causes a |l ot of

16 damages. Danmages for trapping, |like the Ettiene

17 North said | started trapping when | was seven years
18 ol d, and you know, | was born on the trapline. And
19 when | was seven years old | started trapping.
20 went to school for three years, and | went back
21 t rappi ng agai n. And this Hydro causes a | ot of
22 damages, not only for people, but aninmals too.
23 The children too. There is a | ot of damages done.
24 Destroying fish. There was a lot of fish
25 down here, and we didn't have to go far to get fish.
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1 At that tinme before Hydro cane. Now you have to go
2 further even to get the few fish. Not like it used
3 to be. Lot of fish in Cross Lake, and nuskrats t oo,
4 but they are gone now, hardly any.
5 And, like, in 1987, we, we took a survey of
6 the Hydro, Hydro bills, and it canme up to 1.6
7 mllion, that year, 1987. But, we didn't take al
8 the -- not every house. And Hydro gave us not hi ng
9 that tinme. That year, nothing at all. And even
10 today we get nothing like |I hear, | hear today, that
11 Hydro makes 3.58 million a day fromdown this river
12 that is flow ng down here.
13 And he makes 1.31 billion a year. How
14 much does he give us a year? | don't think he gave
15 us anyt hi ng. And | can't forget this, Ed Schreyer,
16 the Premer, at that tinme, that he told us a lie, and
17 | thought that Prem ers were supposed to be honest
18 peopl e. But Hydro is doing a | ot of damage,
19 everybody knows here in Cross Lake.
20 And the water goes down sonetinmes seven
21 feet, maybe eight feet. And it conmes up again,
22 especially early in the wntertine, the water cones
23 up and kills the muskrat. And the water comes and
24 frozen, the water frozen, and the kills all of the
25 muskr at s. And, and, the water goes down. And t hen
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1 kills the nmuskrats when it goes down, there is no

2 wat er . And the ice forns on themand kills them

3 even the fish are killed. Even the beaver. Even

4 the noose. Used to be a |ot of npose around here,

5 now they are not too nany anynore. Because the

6 water, |ow water.

7 The drinking water, we have to buy drinking
8 water fromthe store. And in the Wnnipeg, in

9 W nni peg, they get water frommles, and mles from
10 W nni peg, to get the clean water. And there is

11 cl ean water here somewhere in the | akes here around
12 Cross Lake. Were the pipe could go. But, we are
13 bri ngi ng nuddy water here in Cross Lake. No wonder
14 peopl e get so sick. Everybody gets sick.

15 And every honme soneone is sick. Because
16 of the water. The water is not fit to drink. Nor
17 to cook with it. W need the clean water in Cross
18 Lake. People are sick, like | said in the nursing
19 station, it is full every day. Ful | of peopl e going
20 t here because they are not feeling well. They are
21 si ck. And | blanme water for that. | bl ame Hydro
22 for damagi ng the water. Damagi ng our life.
23 Damagi ng our |ivelihood.
24 And, | have a lot of stories to tell, but,
25 like I say, the, | was born on a trapline, | started
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trappi ng when | was seven years old with ny dad.

That is how we nade a living at that tine. So, |
think I have to wite ny story to give, tell all
about the, all about the danages done. For
trappi ng, and fishing, the fishernmen, and for the
trappers.

One thing | want to nmention here too, or
about this, if you know anyt hi ng about PCN | aw t hat
was nade here, | understand that the governnent
doesn't, does not, doesn't recognize it. Because, |
hear them nysel f personally, when they told us they
don't recognize PCN | aw, Pim ci kamak Law. This PCN
|l aw, this doesn't hel p anybody, doesn't help nme, for
sure.

| think that is about all | have to say,
because | amgoing to wite ny story about this

Mani t oba Hydro, and danages, hardship, and a | ot of

t hi ngs nore about it. So that is all | can say

ri ght now. So, all | can renenber. For now any
ways. Thank you for |istening. For listening to
me today. Thank you agai n.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you very nmuch M.
McKay. And | think you should wite your story
down, it would be very interesting to many people.

And | think Darwin said, you are going out today, so,
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1 we wi sh you safe travels. And good heal t h.
2 MR. DARW N PAUPANI KAS: Thank you, Donal d.
3 He is war veteran from Korean Var. W al so have a
4 young man that served in Afghanistan he is not here
5 t oday, but he is Pimcikanak. So, next, | would
6 like to call Elder Katherine MKay.
7 For your information as intro for
8 Kat herine. Katherine is a traditionalist, she stil
9 lives off the |and today, she still practices her
10 tradition, our way of life. She wi ||l paddl e out
11 onto the | ake nost tines of the year, when she can,
12 and when she is healthy.
13 M5 KATHERI NE MCKAY: (Cree spoken) (Presents
14 jar of water)
15 MR. DARW N PAUPANI KAS: That is a souvenir
16 for you people to take with you, and do with what you
17 will. From Kat herine that is armlength where she
18 got that water fromthe shore of our waters here in
19 t he Nel son River.
20 | wish to call on Leonard Ross Leonard has
21 an issue at the nonent, | know he has a fam |y nenber
22 who has taken ill, so he is probably over there right
23 NOW. So next | will call on Rita F. Mnias.
24 THE CHAIRVAN: Darwin, while Rita conmes up
25 when did Katherine get that water?
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M5 KATHERI NE MCKAY: (Cree spoken)

MR. DARW N PAUPANI KAS: This norning. As
wel | for your information Panel as you can see, there
is a slide show, or a video of effects of the water
in Cross Lake, and various areas of Pimcikanmak, that
is for your information, if you ever, as the stories
are being told, can you relate to the slides being
pi ctured above.

M5 RRTA F. MONIAS: Good afternoon, ny nane
is Rta Monias, | ama citizen of Pimcikanak. And,
| amglad to be making statenents here, not to ne,
but to the point.

Some of us here as you |l ook around will see
that we have had the pleasure of living in a
beautiful and pristine |and pre Hydro project.

And post Hydro project caused environnental
destructi on. And the projects that are really
devastating the area are Jenpeg, and Kel sey, but |
know t hat ot her hydroelectric projects will have

i nportant inpacts upon our hone | and.

As i ndi genous peopl e, the people who
believe in inherent and sovereign, inherent and
sovereign rights, we have been totally devastated in
so many different ways, in all aspects of life. As

i ndi genous peopl e who believe in sovereignty, |and,
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1 wat er, our source of life. And it is our survival.
2 W all know that earth has about 90 percent
3 of water on it. And if we all | ook at each ot her,

4 i ke yourselves, 90 percent of water is in you.

5 And, if anybody conmes to affect the water in your

6 body, you will suffer. Qur land is precious to us.
7 W don't really appreciate anybody com ng and taki ng
8 our way of life, and our survival because of a

9 cormodity. W don't believe in commodity, we believe
10 in survival, and the right to survive.

11 It is very enptional at tines, when | have
12 to speak on behalf of our people and, on behalf of

13 the land, the earth that cannot speak for itself.

14 Water is inportant to us, it is our source of life.
15 When Hydro projects conme in, any type of Hydro

16 projects, we are spiritually, enotionally, nentally,
17 and physically affected. That is the part that no
18 corporation ever sees. And wi Il not address.

19 How many peopl e, how many of our el ders
20 here do you see? | know they are lonely for their
21 lives, that has been taken away. | amlonely for
22 it. Because | lived pre, | lived a beautiful life
23 pre project. And post-project is so destructive.
24 W have a connection to | and and our water
25 is holy, sacred, and spiritual. Qur enotions the
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1 | onel i ness that our people feel today as we speak,
2 know, they are lonely for the |and that was
3 beauti ful, and now destroyed. The nentality of our
4 peopl e has changed because they have seen different
5 t hi ngs fromgood to bad. There are people, there
6 are good people still despite the interruption of a
7 beautiful world.
8 Qur physical health, recreation it is not
9 good. It is not good like -- | don't know, if it
10 was Donal d who said that in every household there is
11 sonme kind of disease. And, nost devastating di sease
12 that we have in Cross Lake is diabetes, and heart
13 condi ti ons. But, of course, there is also nental
14 heal t h. El ders have seen pre project, our children
15 and grandchi |l dren have not, and will not. There is
16 change our behavi or of people. That is the part
17 that is not being seen or recorded anywhere. And |
18 haven't seen that yet anywhere. And | have been
19 wor king with Pimcikamak for a while. Hel pi ng out.
20 Now, Manitoba Hydro, there is a problemin
21 health, like |I said before, diabetes, heart
22 conditions. | do believe that water has a |ot to do
23 withit. The destruction of water, contam nation of
24 the water, because it conmes fromthe Lake W nni peg,
25 Lake Wnnipeg, into here, and there are all Kkinds of
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1 her bi ci des, pesticides, and so forth flow ng through,
2 and com ng through Cross Lake fromthat dam fromthe
3 Hydro, when they open the dans.
4 Wien | tal k about water, the nedicine, the
5 natural mnedicine that we use have been di sturbed,
6 nostly 50 percent probably. We don't have our
7 traditional, not nuch traditional nedicine. The
8 berries that have grown al ong shorelines, they are
9 gone. They were of nedicinal val ue. The sturgeon
10 has nedi ci ne value for our heart, for the heart,
11 arteries, and so forth.
12 Now, today, when people are treated for
13 their nedical problenms when people take nedicine, a
14 chem cal, the chemcals in the nedicine, are supposed
15 to hel p. They don't. Wiy | say that, | amnot a
16 medi cal expert or anything, but | know that when you
17 drink chlorinated water with, when you drink
18 chlorinated water with good nedicine there is a
19 chem cal reaction between the nedicine, and the
20 chlorinated water. Now, how can people get well?
21 Because, a chem cal reaction between two destroys the
22 medi ci nal value of the nedicine that are supposed to
23 hel p these peopl e.
24 There is, there is one very disturbing
25 thing that | have seen, and | have experienced, and |
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have worked with went to and saw renmi ns of ny people

on dried up land (Inaudible) area. Now, when wat er
goes up, the bones of our ancestors are taken away
into the water system and where are they? They are
supposed to be kept in sacred pl aces. That really
hurts. That really hurts.

So the Keeyask Project, as Manitoba Hydro
will say, will not affect us. It wll affect us,
every project, every Hydro project will affect us.
And, | don't |like the way Manitoba Hydro tal ks about
Aboriginal relations. What is Aboriginal relations
to then? They have a departnent called Abori gi nal
Rel at i ons. | don't think there is any Aboriginal
relations to the people of these w de honel and of,
wi de honel and of ours. There is no relation,
Aboriginal relation with nme, with Manitoba Hydro,
because they destroy ny life. Because t he
corporation destroys our |ives.

There are Aboriginal relations to the
people they hire to help, to help in the destruction
of the lives of our people, enotionally, enotionally
destructing them nentally destructing them
spiritually destructing them Today as we speak, a
| ot of our people are being disconnected, and they

are using our people to cause further division
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1 anongst our people. And, | know there is further

2 di vi si on anongst our people, because sone First

3 Nati ons are proponents with, to Manitoba Hydro.

4 There is nothing about, there is nothing

5 good about Hydro devel opnent in our part, for our

6 part. Most of us in Cross Lake. It creates chaos.
7 It creates division, and it creates destruction, and,
8 especially, it creates poverty anongst our people.

9 Because, the land, and the water was our survival.

10 It no longer is our survival because everything in
11 the area has been destroyed by the so called clean
12 energy of Manitoba Hydro. Thank you for I|istening.
13 THE CHAI RVMAN:  Thank you Ms Monias. Thank
14 you very nuch for telling us your story.

15 MR. DARW N PAUPANI KAS: Thank you, Rita

16 Monias. Next | will call upon Elder Violet MKay.

17 ELDER VI OLET MCKAY: Good afternoon, ny

18 name is Violet McKay, | amone of the Elders. I

19 want to tal k about sone --
20 MR. DARW N PAUPANI KAS: She is going to
21 tal k about Sipiwesk Lake, that is where she was born
22 and rai sed.
23 ELDER VI OLET MCKAY: (Cree spoken)
24 MR. DARW N PAUPANI KAS: Si pi wesk Lake |
25 went to visit three years ago, it was about the tine
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t hat was opportune for somebody to take themto go

see where she grew up. And the land that was so
beauti ful and pristine where her famly was sustai ned
fromthe land for so nmany years.

She, went there and will w tness for
hersel f the destruction of the effects of the Hydro
devel opnment in her hone | and. (I'naudi bl e) i sl ands
been eroding away to the waters. Much, much, rnuch
of the forest has been eroded into the | ake, and the
forestation that is nowin the | ake are dead
driftwood and deadwood floating on the shoreline that
covers nost of Sipiwesk Lake.

ELDER VI OLET MCKAY: (Cree spoken)

MR. DARW N PAUPANI KAS: Wiy is it that such
a point intinme that it is allowed to destroy such a
beauti ful place, a place where | was raised by ny
father, and | and that was so rich and plentiful.
Not hi ng was ever there to harmthemin any way, and
why is it now being allowed to happen today.

ELDER VI OLET MCKAY: (Cree spoken)

MR. DARW N PAUPANI KAS: The story that she
wants to share with you today, is the one where she
went back there to go visit her birthplace, and, then
she went to the shoreline and it was very hurtful for

her to see she didn't even recogni ze her own hone
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| and.

ELDER VI OLET MCKAY: (Cree spoken)

MR. DARW N PAUPANI KAS: Trees, all floating
all over the place, dead trees, and the I and al ong
the shoreline eroding into the waters.

ELDER VI OLET MCKAY: (Cree spoken)

MR. DARW N PAUPANI KAS: Who i s responsible
for this destruction?

ELDER VI OLET MCKAY: (Cree spoken)

MR. DARW N PAUPANI KAS: W live there for
so long, we ate off the land, we drank the waters,
everything was pristine, and clean, and heal thy.
Not hi ng was ever present to harmus in any way.

ELDER VI OLET MCKAY: (Cree spoken)

MR. DARW N PAUPANI KAS: It was in our
hearts and desire that we could nmaybe get sone
assi stance to visit our honme |and, we have asked
assi stance from Manitoba Hydro directly to assist us,
to support us, and to help themget to their hone
| ands, and as well as the | eadership, but they have
failed to get any assistance anywhere.

ELDER VI OLET MCKAY: (Cree spoken)

MR. DARW N PAUPANI KAS: |If | was allowed to
tell my whole story, | would tell my whole story of

growing up with ny father helping himin the | and
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bui | di ng our home in the sunmer, he would cut the

|l ogs to build our hone.

ELDER VI OLET MCKAY: (Cree spoken)

MR. DARW N PAUPANI KAS: W woul d spend our
winters there. We woul d survive off the fish, the
animal s that he would have killed to sustain us
t hroughout the wi nter.

ELDER VI OLET MCKAY: (Cree spoken).

MR. DARW N PAUPANI KAS: So, this is as far
as she will go with her story at this point, which
will allow for other people to tell their stories as
wel | .

ELDER VI OLET MCKAY: Thank you.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you very mnuch, Ms
McKay.

MR. DARW N PAUPANI KAS: Thank you very
much, Violet. Like | said, we will submt her
witten testinony she has recorded previously, her
stories, so we will submt that as well, as well as
the video part of it to the conmm ssion.

| would Iike to take this tinme, to
acknow edge our assistant that has been hel pi ng us
out, M. Darryl Settee. He has been helping us with
the contacts, and briefing, helping me with briefing

the El ders, and the people at |large, and carrying the
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Comm ssi ons processes.

And at this time, | would like to call on
M. Tommy Monias. He is former teacher, educator,
and former secretary to the Council. He has a very
wealth of information for you, to share with you, and
he will probably not need translation. So | am| am
going to step away fromthe table, and give himthe
whol e tabl e.

MR. TOMW MONI AS: Thank you very rmuch.
The picture you see right now, passing it around
there is where | was raised by ny great grandnother.
I Iived both worlds. When | and was beautiful, and
clean, and what it is today. So, | have experienced
both sides of the world, of what Manitoba Hydro has
done in the | ast 40 years.

| am al nost 60 years ol d. | have seen
destruction of Manitoba Hydro to the people, to the
land, to the animals, and to the water. | have been
in Sipiwesk to see ny ancestors unburied by water.
We buried our ancestors over again, and again, and
agai n. Still today, we are burying our ancestors,
agai n, and again, and again.

Qur environment is destroyed. Danaged.
When our environment is destroyed, our Aboriginal

Treaty rights goes with it. Peopl e who exerci se
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1 their Aboriginal Treaty rights to hunt, to fish, to

2 gat her berries, nedicine, is part of us, who we are

3 as Pim ci kamak peopl e.

4 When you see those pictures, you see the

5 day, and you m ght see these pictures here |ater on.
6 When that happens to the people who live in their

7 | ands, you destroy what is in them VWho we are as

8 Pi m ci kamak peopl e. You destroy the essence of our
9 lives. The spirit of it, that we are connected to
10 this land. The Pimcikamk people believe that we

11 are the | and. We are the (inaudible). W are part
12 of the animals. W share the world with these

13 animals. W gather berries to heal our bodies. W
14 gat her medicine to heal our bodies. We are one wth
15 this | and. We are one to this water. W are one to
16 these animals. We are also one to the very life and
17 fi ber of such an ecol ogical destruction that is

18 happeni ng, so we die inside.

19 Yet Manitoba Hydro's occupation of our
20 | ands, our hone |and, our traditional |ands, for
21 t housands, and thousands of years before province
22 becane a province. It is our |and. It is our duty
23 to protect our |and. If we fail to protect our
24 | and, then we fail to protect who will cone al ong,
25 because we are sinply borrowi ng fromour children.
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We didn't inherit this land from our ancestors, we

sinply borrowed it.

So, we sat across the table with you, the
Panel, to listen. The environnental destruction is
happeni ng every second, every mnute, every day.
Thr oughout the next 50 years it will be done. And
when it dies, we die too. And when Mani toba Hydro
cones along and bully our people, disconnecting our
peopl e because they can't pay. Because 85 percent
of our people in Cross Lake are unenpl oyed. And yet
we have an agreenment which they call Northern Flood
Agr eenent .

Take a | ook around, see ny community, see
t he roads, see who we are. W are stuck, have no
place to go. There is no land that we |oved. There
is no land that we, that reflect us, who we are. e
are beautiful people. But inside us we cry. W
di e. My peopl e, our people live here because they
| ove this |and. And we are not going to go away.
W are not going to surrender. W w il stand by our
| and, and our waters. W ask that we do need a
regi onal cumul ative assessnment. Not just when it is
goi ng to happen in Keeyask, what has happened the day
Mani t oba occupied our traditional |ands for free.

And, yet, we pay a heavy price in Hydro bills, four
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hundred to si x hundred dollars a nonth.

Wiile in Wnnipeg | paid 75 bucks, when
was in the United States, | paid 35, who is paying
t he high cost of devel oping Hydro dans? W are.
Because we are living on, (inaudible) Nelson River,
we pay the price for the price of down south to get
cheap rates, and for the United States to get cheaper
rates.

You ask nme, what should we do? Do the
right thing. Do what we asked. Get a regional
envi ronnment al process. And shove Keeyask. W know
t he answer, once when know the answer, if it is the
right answer, it is possibility of Pimcikamk say,
let's do it. You got to renenber, to enable that
when he say that, we have to heal with our | and.
And we have to learn howto |live of the destruction
out there.

Ri ght now today, and yesterday, running

around my conmunity trying to stop Hydro from

di sconnecting poor people, elderly people. Because
they wouldn't pay their bills. Because sone of them
are one thousand dol | ars. That is why we say this

is tinme we do the right thing. See the picture you
saw t oday. Beautiful, beautiful. It is a

beauti ful people that live there. Thank you very
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much.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you, M. Moni as.

MR. DARW N PAUPANI KAS: At any tine -- W
have schedul ed ei ght nore presenters to go, so any
time, just signal to ne to take a short recess, if
you want, but at this tine we will go along with
Jackson Gshor ne.

Jackson is our local historian, he has
docurented wel |, effects, and events, and sporting
events, and what not. Anyt hi ng that happens in
Pi m ci kamak, Jackson is the guy that has the
docunent ati on

MR JACKSON OSBORNE: CGood afternoon.
Chair, good afternoon. Wel cone to our territory.
My nanme is Jackson Gsborne. | amlived here all ny
life in Cross Lake, | am 61 years old, | am
unenpl oyed, | have 14 grandchildren, and one expected
thi s nonth. So ny wife is a cancer survivor, we are
bot h unenpl oyed.

And, the picture that you see here is ny
| ate dad, he tal ked about Treaty Aboriginal rights,
he is in the picture here, but at what price for
Treaty rights? Wat price, Mnitoba Hydro,
gover nnent ?

| am a phot ographer since 1988. My late
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1 dad told nme one day, in 1980, he saw a vi deot ape t hat
2 the water was so |ow in 1988. | went to school

3 agreed 11, | dropped out. | am a residenti al

4 survi vor. For four years | went to Portage |a

5 Prairie. In 1988 the water was so low, and ny |ate
6 dad was there. My | ate dad never went to school.

7 But, ny late dad worked for natural resources for so
8 many years, he worked for 18 years. University

9 students, professors, (inaudible) at all water

10 resources from Lake Wnnipeg, to (inaudible). He was
11 (i naudi bl e) these guys for the governnent.

12 That gentl eman was working for the

13 government for |ands resource, water resources, he

14 was never too wi se while they were doing these tests
15 for waters, visiting all the rapids in Mnitoba.

16 And they were, told Hydro project, we got plenty in
17 the future, they were never told. He never went to
18 school . And there he was, as a guy putting lives on
19 the line wal king rapids, dangerous rapids. M late
20 momtold himaquit, you are going to drown if you stay
21 in the rapids. He didn't listen. He said | have to
22 put food on the table. So, they worked for so many
23 years.
24 But, he retired, they had to pay Hydro
25 bills, fromwhere? Fromhis wife's pension. Wat
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1 did the governnent do to them |ike saw belt.

2 Thanks for the help Charlie. We are rich, the

3 government is rich. Peopl e south are paying Hydro

4 bills. The people in the States are paying | ow

5 Hydro bills, thank you Charlie. And you Charli e,

6 your kids are going to suffer. They are are going

7 to pay high Hydro bills today. And it is going to

8 be nore Hydro bills to pay for us.

9 Keeyask is comi ng, you tal k about Keeyask,
10 and Conawapa. And there is nore. Am what is the
11 cost? W is going to pay the cost, us. You guys?
12 Who is going to pay the price, | amgoing to pay the
13 price, grandchildren, the unborn, the future to cone
14 they are going to pay the price. Al ready nenti on,
15 Ontari o peopl e, Saskatchewan, BC. They are going to
16 pay a small amount of Hydro bill, while we suffer in
17 Nort hern Mani t oba. Because the power, Nel son River
18 that is a gold mne, and here we suffer.

19 This is part of the agreenent that the

20 agreenent, nonitoring agreenent, one inplenented.

21 It says said in article 9, 9.2. Hydro shal |l not

22 make any decisions in respect to any such future

23 devel opnent unl ess, and until a process of bona fide

24 and neani ngful consultation with the communities has

25 taken place. And we want that. For Pim ci kamak, we
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1 want that before any devel opnent take place. W want
2 to be consulted. W need to be listened to and

3 accommodated. Not for ne, but our children, and our
4 grandchil dren, and the future of generations to cone.
5 That is why | am saying this.

6 During ny travels as a photographer, since
7 1988, | asked ny dad, he said where is the water?

8 Here | ama Grade 11 student, nmy dad never went to

9 school . But, he lived on the land, he was a

10 commercial fisherman, donestic fisherman, a sturgeon
11 fi sherman, a guide, a trapper, a hunter. | never

12 did these things, but he did. He Iived off the

13 | and.

14 So, | asked himwhere did the water go?

15 Vel l, he said, you know what, Cross Lake (i naudible)
16 Jenpeg, he says, and right now, he said the gates at
17 Jenpeg are cl osed. And when the gates at Jenpeg are
18 closed all of our water flows to up north, Hudson

19 Bay. That is is why you don't see water here. Oh,
20 | said, | didn't know that. (I naudi bl e) he said,
21 you know what, when | worked for natural resources,
22 or water resources, they test, somewhere near Kel sey,
23 they tested. And, sonewhere in the woods, he said a
24 guy had wal ki e tal kies, and he says to ne, he said

25 Charlie, there is no water in here. When this guy
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1 goes the water is going to cone, And | said, | said

2 where is the water going to cone? And sure enough he
3 was. That was, all of a sudden there was water

4 comng, it came down, and he was surprised. And they
5 nmeasured three feet, and water run three feet and he
6 on the walkie talkie guy, he said it is alnost three
7 feet now, stop the water. And t hey stopped the

8 wat er .

9 And he said to me, Charlie, this water it
10 is going to disappear. And the guy on the wal kie

11 tal kie, guy on the other side, okay, get the water

12 back, and again the water was three feet. Started
13 to di sappear. Gone. They run a test sonmewhere in
14 Kel sey there. That is what he saw here, the

15 vi deot ape of 1988.

16 See | didn't know these things, until ny

17 dad told nme what happened to the water. And he

18 said, son, he said son, get a canera, get pictures,
19 take a picture of all that is going to happen.
20 There is worse going to cone in the future. Qur way
21 of life is going to be destroyed. Qur trapping is
22 going to be destroyed. Qur hunters will be
23 destroyed. Everything is going to be destroyed, he
24 says. Get a video canera. Take pictures. Tel
25 the story. Little kids in school. The whol e,




Keeyask Cross Lake October 9, 2013
Page 33

1 peopl e in Manitoba, across Canada, or even around the
2 wor | d he says. Before the Internet.
3 So, | got the nessage, | told them what ny
4 dad told ne, since 1988 until now. | amstill
5 t aki ng vi deot apes, pictures. And t housands,
6 t housands pictures. Finally, regarding the Hydro
7 proj ects. So, whenever | go, and | wal k the
8 shorelines | take, | go all over the place. | travel
9 to Gllam to Mnneapolis (ph), to traplines, |
10 travel all over the place. People inviting ne to
11 t ake pictures. Dead muskrat, dead beaver here.
12 There are dead fish there. Huge truck there, truck
13 is stuck in the slush. | do all of these things.
14 And | still (inaudible), I amnot lying. The
15 evidence is right there in videotapes. Pictures.
16 That is why | amnot, | waited for this for
17 so nmany years, to nmake a presentation to these
18 peopl e. Time | started today, fromwhat ny dad told
19 nme. (I'naudi ble) to put on the table.
20 The trapline for the first tinme, where he
21 used to trap and hunt. He will go to the story |
22 have it on vi deot ape. Qur life was hard, our
23 travelling life on the road before the Jenpeg was
24 easy. But after Jenpeg was so hard. It would take

25

them from Cross Lake to that | ake, about 11, 12 hours
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to get there, but before project was only a day and a

hal f, or one day.

So, finally, today, |I tell you, everything
is destroyed here at Cross Lake. The | and,
everyt hing, our water, our trees. Qur burial sites
as you see on the videotape here are floating around.
Qur burial sites. Qur history, our ancestors are
fl oati ng around. And | amglad you cane to hear the
story. We are (inaudible) here. We have vi deot ape
here, evidence. You want ed (i naudible), burial
sites floating around. You will see nore people
dying on the water, Nelson River.

Peopl e are dying on the Nel son River
because of the Hydro project. There is blood in
t hose power |ines. Qur peopl e are dying. There is
no j obs here. They said, they prom sed jobs here,

t he governnent. That never happened. It is a good
agreenent. | believe in ny sovereignty, this is our
land. We wel come you guys, our ancestors.

But | travel this land, | see no frogs, |
see no frogs, disappearing, frogs are di sappeari ng,
the small bl ack beetles that used to travel on the
shoreline together, they are gone. Smal | fish that
used to group together, on the shoreline, they are

gone. | don't see them anynore. Al | see on the
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1 shoreline is killdeer (inaudible) and seagull. That
2 is what | see in ny travels. | see themnow. |

3 could stay here all night, and talk to you about

4 this.

5 | have thousands of CDs, and pictures.

6 And | saw you guys in Wnnipeg, Fort Garry, | was

7 there for four days. | saw you guys in Thonpson,

8 was there for one day. Li sten that's about Bipole

9 1. You have to go tell us about that to. You have
10 to consult with us, you have the to accommobdate us.
11 W are not going to go away, we are going to stay

12 here, this is our land, this is our hone |and.

13 Once again, thanks for |istening. I

14 wel come you to our territory once again, if you want
15 totalk to me nore, see nore pictures, evidence,

16 woul d be glad to share themw th you. Thank you

17 very much

18 THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you M. Gsborne.

19 MR. DARW N PAUPANI KAS: At this time, we
20 wi Il take a short break. For subm ssion this
21 afternoon, a few mnutes ago, fromthe First Nation
22 studies Grade 12 First Nation studies G ade 11, and
23 First Nation studies Grade 10, as a sanple, after the
24 break, I will read one of the subm ssions. They are
25 short one pagers, so | will read one of them Just
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1 one of them Thank you for the First Nation
2 students.
3 ( HEARI NG RECESSED BRI EFLY) .
4 MR. DARW N PAUPANI KAS: M. Chair, as |
5 said, | have just been handed 27 witten subm ssions
6 fromour local First Nations Studies classes G ades
7 10, 11, 12. The structure, Forward Chief Garrison
8 Settee Nel son River H gh School. Il will just read
9 one of them so the people in attendance can have a
10 sense of what they have to say. Before | do that, |
11 will call upon Andrina Blacksmth to get ready. She
12 wi |l be our next presenter. If | may, M. Chair.
13 "Cctober 9, 2013. To the C ean
14 Envi ronment Conmm ssi on regardi ng Keeyask Hydro
15 Proj ect.
16 | am Jodi ne (ph) Trout from Cross Lake,
17 Mani t oba. | amin Gade 10, Oter Nelson River
18 School . | have heard that there is going to be a
19 damthat is going to be built near Split Lake,
20 Mani t oba. This damw || be a bad idea. | believe
21 t he Keeyask Hydro Project will be a bad idea because
22 it my and will ruin people's land. First of all,
23 the water will be filled with nore nercury pollution,
24 and it will give the people a difficult tinme to fish,

25

and the kids will not be able to swim
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Al so, all of the species, and ani mal s’

habitats will be fl ooded. And it will be hard for
people to hunt if the animals die, or nove to another
habi t at . And the plants, trees, and berries, may
al so be affected. And the people will have a hard
time to nmake nedi ci nes.

The land will be destroyed, and so will the
cul ture. The houses, and building will also be
af fected when the water levels go up. Split Lake
will be affected, and all of the northern comunities
will be affected as well." Sorry. Excuse ne.

That was subm ssion fromthe G ade 10
students, | apol ogi ze.

ELDER ANDRI NA BLACKSM TH: Good aft ernoon,
everybody, especially the comm ssioners, good
af t er noon. My nanme is Andrina Bl acksmth. | am
the el der, also, Elder Council. And, | am 81 year
ol d. And | amstill strong, and I amstill going to
ny trapline. My trapline is in Jenpeg. Tamsi n
(ph) site our trapline. Now, | want to go back to
ny, nmy Cree |anguage for the people. (Cree spoken)

MR. DARW N PAUPANI KAS: Andrina is stating
that from 1950, she has practiced her traditional way
of |ife upstream of Jenpeg, in the inmedi ate area of

t he dam And her way of |life that she has |lived
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over there has been a way of living off the Iand,

hunting, fishing, trapping, both sumrers, winters
springs, and falls. Al'l throughout the year. And,
the story that she is telling you a true, and story
and she is not maki ng anything up.

ELDER ANDRI NA BLACKSM TH: ( Cree spoken)

MR. DARW N PAUPANI KAS: As you hear our
outcry today regarding the devel opnent of |ocal dam
you have heard on the local radio as well a |eader
speaking on the radio in regards to that dam It is
unfortunate that this has happened, and that
signifies that we should be all working together as a
people to rectify this situation. And, that very
statenent that he made yesterday was a true
st at ement .

ELDER ANDRI NA BLACKSM TH: (Cree spoken).

MR. DARW N PAUPANI KAS: Turns out the Hydro
dam t hat has been built, and the Hydro devel opnent,
the benefits that has flowed locally, is just a
m nute sone of enployees that work there, and that
the environnment it has produced, in terns of the
past, in the past the water was so crystal clear you
could see right through it. And, everything was fine
until the damwas built, and now after many, many

years of flooding, the water has so nmurky that it is
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1 not fit nor consunption. And it is, this is a true
2 statenent .

3 ELDER ANDRI NA BLACKSM TH:  (Cree spoken)

4 MR. DARW N PAUPANI KAS: The way of |ife of
5 hunting, fishing, and trapping was a rich way of

6 life, and was healthy. It was all good, and now

7 today with the devel opnent, the hunting, fishing, and
8 trapping i s gone, and deteriorated. The product out
9 of all of those activities is not a healthy product,
10 and it affects us, the way of life, and this is the
11 | and that was given to us by our Creator, and that,
12 that is the effects of the project on it today.

13 ELDER ANDRI NA BLACKSM TH: ( Cree spoken)

14 MR. DARW N PAUPANI KAS: The nedicine that |
15 am going to tal k about now. The nedi ci nes that we
16 had was very good. It helped us in our health, in
17 the past, and it was gathered by the old people. And
18 their nedicine ways that they would practice was very
19 good way, and it was healthful, very healthy. And
20 now today the introduction of Hydro devel opnent, it
21 is very scarce, the nedicines that we used to gather
22 are very scarce, and the ones that we do get are not
23 as potent as they used to be.
24 ELDER ANDRI NA BLACKSM TH: ( Cree spoken)
25 MR. DARW N PAUPANI KAS: Back in July, | was
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there for about two weeks, in ny territory,

traditional trapline area. It was her thought and
belief she would go picking nmedicine at that tine,
but her findings, that she couldn't find nmuch of
anything in the area.

ELDER ANDRI NA BLACKSM TH: ( Cree spoken)

MR. DARW N PAUPANI KAS: Wen she was out
there, looking for the two staples that she usually
gathers staples of nedicine that helped with the life
of the people that she uses themfor. She found
very little of it, and the ones that she did find was
very pale and decaying fromthe effects of the
pol | uted wat er.

ELDER ANDRI NA BLACKSM TH: (Cree spoken).

MR. DARW N PAUPANI KAS: Don't have very
much tinme to speak, the stuff I am speaking on | can
honestly say the health of the people is affected by
the deterioration of the nedicines. As well we have
not been able to to adapt to the nodern day foods,
and the nodern nedicine that is avail abl e today. It
is her belief, she continues to believe that the
traditional medicine is the best nedicine for our
peopl e.

ELDER ANDRI NA BLACKSM TH: ( Cree spoken)

MR. DARW N PAUPANI KAS: | was very bot hered,
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and troubl ed by the news yesterday that the Hydro

continues to di sconnect people, poor people,
children, and she felt for the people that were
di sconnect ed yest erday. And why should we |let Hydro
off the hook, and be tied to them in words, when we
shoul d be inform ng them of the heavy burden that
t hey have put on us with their environnental
destruction of our land, and the effects on our
peopl e, when they continue to make mllions of
dollars all over the waters of our |and every day.
ELDER ANDRI NA BLACKSM TH.  (Cree spoken)
MR. DARW N PAUPANI KAS: At one tine a Hydro
enpl oyee, a wonan told ne, said to cone and do a
collection fromHydro to her house, and to one of her
children, and that she told themthat, what form of
paynent arrangenents are been nmade? And that she
woul d be able to contact the welfare office, and that
when she did that, that they told her how nmuch, she
asked them how rmuch of the Hydro paynents is she
getting fromsocial assistance to cover for her
Hydro? And the welfare people told her 32 dollars
and sonme cents to cover for her welfare. And that
anyt hing el se above that, should be covered com ng
fromher, the rest of her supplenent.

ELDER ANDRI NA BLACKSM TH: ( Cree spoken)
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MR. DARW N PAUPANI KAS: So, the coll ector

that canme to her, and was inforned that on top of the
$32 that was provided by social assistance, they
demanded anot her $50 on top of that for additional
paynment from her assistance, her welfare suppl enent,
and that she remarked back to her that they wanted
nore than that.

ELDER ANDRI NA BLACKSM TH: ( Cree spoken)

MR. DARW N PAUPANI KAS: So, with that, she
turns her, we should be heard, and we should be taken
in love here that we should stand as a people, and
stand together with | eadership, and nake sure that
our concerns are heard, and, that we all be heard in
a good way. And that is how, what she w shes for.

THE CHAI RVMAN:  Thank you, M Bl acksmth.

M . Nepinak has a question for you.

MR. REG NEPI NAK:  \When you were talking
about the berries not being as plentiful in your
ar ea. How, what kind of tineline, had there been
since, since they were plentiful, to when they
weren't plentiful.

MR. DARW N PAUPANI KAS: (Cree spoken).

ELDER ANDRI NA BLACKSM TH. (Cree spoken).

MR. DARW N PAUPANI KAS: When t he dam was

built in, conpleted in 1977, she started noticing the
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1 effects of the decline of berries at that tine. As
2 everything el se was declining as well.

3 THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you, very rmuch.

4 MR. DARW N PAUPANI KAS: Thank you.

5 Next | had George M Ross, because, unfortunately we

6 have a bereavenent in the community | think he may be
7 attending to that. Qur condolences to the famly.

8 | woul d ask, is Bobby Brightnose avail able? M.

9 Bobby Bri ght nose.

10 MR. BOBBY BRI GHTNOSE: Good afternoon. My
11 nane i s Bob Brightnose, | conme from Cross Lake here.
12 | renmenber sitting here about 20 years ago, talking,
13 maki ng basically the same presentation to the, |

14 think it was the Interchurch Inquiry into Hydro

15 Devel opnent, and I am not sure how far that got us

16 last time sitting like this. So | kind of question
17 t hese ki nd of things when we conme to them W keep
18 tal king, doing the sane thing over and over, talk,

19 sayi ng the sane thing over, over.
20 | am known as a traditional healer, | work
21 with traditional nedicines, | harvest traditiona
22 medi cines. | al so conduct several different
23 cerenoni es around the comunity, and that is ny
24 function in the community. These things that I
25 carry, were passed on to ne by nmy elders, the ones
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1 t hat have gone before. Jonat han Bl acksmith, Mary

2 North, and Henry North. | was just listening to the
3 el ders speak about the nedicines, and about the | and.
4 Qur | anguage, our |anguage, our Indian

5 | anguage, in order to, for ne to try to tal k about

6 the spirit of what she was tal king about, the |and

7 and the water, right? | had to point out that this
8 connection is with our |anguage. And in our

9 | anguage, |ike, when we say you say nother, we say

10 Ni kaw y (ph) so, when we say N kawi y, you guys

11 interpret it as nother, eh? But, to us it nmeans the
12 | ender of life, Nikawy, the one that lends life to
13 nme. So, we have two really different understandi ngs
14 of the same thing. Accordi ng to whatever discipline
15 that we follow, that we have been given, or taught.
16 So, alot is lost in the translation of

17 these things that we speak to, about the waters, and
18 the |l and, and the nedicines, and the aninmals that she
19 tal ks about. | renenber before the damwas built, |
20 was just a young boy. The dam wasn't here, and |
21 was here a while until | got scooped up by the '60's,
22 which is another story. And when | cane back,
23 everything was different. Nothing was the sane
24 anynore, that | had renenbered when | was kid, where
25 | could play, where | could go, all of these things,
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1 they weren't there.
2 But the connection that we had to the | and,
3 and it is hard to explain to other people what that
4 connection is, unless you, you understand it, and the
5 connection to the land, and these things that we had
6 begins with our identity, and that is one of the
7 things that | would like to point out is our
8 identity, because you, many people refer to us as
9 Cree. For nyself, | amnot proud to be a Cree, and
10 don't necessarily consider nyself Cree. It is
11 anot her termthat was |abel ed on us by whoever cane
12 up first, the Jesuits or sonebody, called us
13 (inudible). Screaners, we are not screaners. That
14 is basically what Cree neans.
15 So, | consider nyself an (Cree word)
16 | ndi an, which gives nme a connection to the |and,
17 whi ch automatically gives ne a relationship to the
18 land. (Cree word) from Cross Lake, Pim cikanak.
19 Eh? | am not a Cree. Because, if | live with
20 nyself as a Cree, then |I have connection to nothing
21 with land the only connection | have is with what is
22 witten on paper. It has no spiritual. Wen | say |
23 am (Cree word) | am part of sonething as being part
24 of the land, being part of the environnent, (Cree
25 wor d) .
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The people frombefore, the people of the

| and, so, because | aman (Cree word) that gives ne
the God given right to be able to speak about the
land, and its gifts and its bounty that is given us
to our people. W tal k about the water, sipiy, do
you know we say sipiy, you hear river. W don't hear
that. Sipiy, it neans thing that stretching, you
know, when you stretch yourself, you say sipiy, and
it creates a flow, and that is what the earth is, and
the rivers, sipiy, sonething that creates a fl ow,

that creates a novenent of life for us. Not only for
us, but for the life that is in that water. So, when
we say sipiy, that is what we hear, we don't hear
river, eh? W hear sonething totally different.

So trying to understand you, and you trying
to understand it, it is, it is a very difficult thing
for us, because of the way the spirit of our
| anguage, our |anguage is in parables. And because
it isin parables, it is made into shorter terns, eh?
You know, for exanple, we say iskotew, people wll
say it is fire, but it cones fromthe word (Cree
words) woman's heart, that is how we refer to a fire.
See, how di fferent we speak, and how different we
interpret our surroundings in this land, that we call

home.
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1 You know the original name of Cross Lake
2 was Ni ki ckonakos. That is what they call an otter,
3 but in our language it was a place that we, the place
4 where we can call hone. Right. And when we see
5 (Cree word) it doesn't nean our house, it neans
6 everything, the land, eh. So, when all of this has
7 been affected, and things changed, and no natter how
8 many Hydro projects we have seen, we all know
9 what ever we do to the land is going to nake a change.
10 It is going to affect sonething. No matter how big
11 the project, how small it is. We don't need a study
12 to tell us those things. W have already seen the
13 damage.
14 I, | used to be able take a hundred and 150
15 brai ds of sweetgrass because is grows along the
16 shores, of the river, |akes, sandy areas, with ny
17 chil dren and mny grandchil dren. Well, | can't do
18 that with ny grandchildren, of course because that is
19 all fl ooded. The sweetgrass is all flooded.
20 And it is just not digging the sweetgrass
21 that has destroyed, there is a spirit that goes, and
22 leads with Iife that goes with these things, when we
23 harvest these nedi ci nes. Sweet grass, we call it
24 w hkwaskwa. We don't call it sweetgrass, it is
25 wi hkwaskwa. And the reason we call it w hkwaskwa, is
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1 sonmething that will help you nove forward, and
2 persevere. W burn the sweetgrass. And we snudge
3 withit.
4 But that is how, we call it w hkwaskwa, it is
5 sonmething that will help you nove on, and persevere
6 to give you strength. So, sane thing when you bury,
7 represents the mnd the body and the spirit. Sooner
8 or later these things cone together as one. W cal
9 that (Cree word). Cones fromthe word, to nake as
10 one. This is what we try to follow, in these things
11 that we pick al ong, these nedicines. But, now, |
12 can't do that. Because | can't go down and teach ny
13 grandchildren this, because it is all under water.
14 It is not the nedicine, it is the nmessage,
15 and the spirit, and the teaching of who I am As an
16 (Cree word) fromthis (Cree word). The water, |
17 remenber when | was a little boy, ny grandfather used
18 to make knee sit down at the bank of the river, and
19 he would tell nme to be quiet. And | would ask him
20 why, and he woul d say because we are |istening, you
21 are to listen to the | and eh.
22 So that | renmenber that, | renenber
23 especially, and | renmenber hearing anybody nention
24 this, since the Hydro project, when | was a little
25 boy, | used to renmenber the old ones when they woul d
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1 put their offerings on the ice when they could fl oat
2 away, their guns, their pots and pans, as a giving of
3 t hanks because |ife was com ng. And when the river

4 fl owed, you could hear the ice, rubbing together,

5 that made a sound like a rattle for us that was a

6 time of calling for life, the river was calling for

7 everything to wake up. Hence where we use the

8 rattles to make the same sound in our cerenonies, the
9 calling of life.

10 You go down to the river today, it doesn't
11 make that noi se anynore. The ice doesn't flow |ike
12 t hat anynore. You can no | onger go down, and do

13 that same cerenony because that river doesn't flow
14 i ke that anynore, it doesn't make that sound. It
15 doesn't call life anynore.

16 The spiritual, even | amtal king about in
17 our way, and it is those things that are very hard to
18 conprehend for other people, sonme people say we are
19 romantici zing these things, we don't. This is life.
20 And we tal k about water, we talk about life. You
21 know, we don't just see dollars, we see our life.
22 The noose that cones down to the river, the | akes,
23 you know, tines they are coming by little bit, but
24 t hey go away. And it is just not a noose to us, eh?
25 You know, we say nobswa, nore than one. Moswa.
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1 (I'naudi bl e) For ever always give you life. Moswa.

2 That is the Moose, he will forever give you these

3 t hi ngs.

4 And our | anguage, that is what these things
5 represent, the waterfow that the old ones talk

6 about, that came to the rivers, and | akes that can no
7 | onger go there, and nest, and do whatever they do.

8 You know, we don't just see that sisip we call it,

9 you guys call it duck, we say sisip. Because he

10 brings a gift of Cree you know, to be patient, to be
11 persi stent. That is what his nane nmeans, this duck,
12 in our |anguage. Same with the (Cree words) cone,
13 the one that cones to pass on their life.

14 So, it is also those ones that are

15 af fected, when they are affected, we are affected.

16 Physically, nentally, and spiritually. Because we
17 have that spirit, spiritual connection. | amtrying
18 very hard to explain how the human soul connects

19 itself with the earth, because we believe this is
20 where we cane from This is where we are going to go
21 back to. So, this is sonething that we have to
22 harvest and take care, and nurture for our
23 grandchi l dren, and ot her ones to cone.
24 Because our |anguage is in that water, our

25 | anguage is in our |and. And if we can't show t hese
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t hi ngs, how are we going to keep our | anguage ali ve,

and howwill we |et the young ones know as we talk
about our, as we talk about (Cree word).

The old | ady says she uses nedicine, | use
medi ci ne, you know, you can, when we say nedicine, it
is everything, in our |language there is, there is an
i dea of giving and taking, borrow ng, everything is
borrow ng, and gi ving. I n our |anguage, you refer
to me as a nedicine man in the English world, in our
| anguage, you would call ne onatawehiwew. |t doesn't
mean healing, (Cree words), | forward this life from
the earth, the nedicine. Now, | am | ooking for
sonebody that | can pass it onto. Another |ender of

life, mddl eman. Doesn't say healer, in our

| anguage.

I n our |anguage so what that neans is | am
just a mddleman. | don't heal. The plants and the
nmedi cines that | carry heal. | amsinply the
m ddl eman for these things. So, in our |anguage, we

say onat awehi wew, that is not nedicine man, person

t hat heal s. Because everything is what we ask,
everything is lending. Even though we tal k about
harvesting the noose, we ask, we ask that it lend its
life, giving its life for us, in return we have to

gi ve sonmething for these things.
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1 And, in order to protect these things, we
2 have to protect the |and, and the water. The
3 medi cines are no | onger strong, the way they used to
4 be. You know, when | take nedicine, anybody takes,
5 nmedi ci ne, you harvest this nedicine, you take care of
6 it, dry it out, basically, the plant dies, right, and
7 keep it until sonebody cones. But, there is one
8 secret ingredient that nakes that nedicine work.
9 And wit hout that, that medicine would never work.
10 And the key ingredient is water, and ny
11 father called it waki ng up the medi cine. W t hout
12 wat er, that nedicine won't work, so if our nedicine,
13 if our water is contam nated, our nedicine will be
14 contam nated, our nedicine will no | onger be as
15 strong and potent as it was. If I was to go down
16 there, and take water, | would have to be able to
17 doubl e, triple dose sonme nedicines to have the sane
18 effect these days.
19 And when we tal k about medicines, it is not
20 only the plant life, it is the aquatic life that we
21 used, fish. Certain species of frogs, and toads
22 t hat you can use for cancer. Certain parts used for
23 asthma, things like that, even the skunk. So even
24 t hose animal s are harvested as nedi ci ne. Same with
25 t he sturgeon, the whitefish, you hear stories |ot of
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stories about the whitefish, and how t hey have hel ped

people, little babies that weren't supposed to live
very long, keep themalive. These people are adults
today that were saved by these things, these things
with the |and.

So, the nedicines are very big part of that
life. And the cel ebration, and the acknow edgnent
of these things revolved around our fires, and our
ability to harvest, and celebrating a feast for these
things, today we can't do that. Certain places
that, where they used to have the cerenonies, we
can't, because those things are no | onger accessible.
Like | said, we can't harvest nedicines, because you
know, it is, you know, you got to kind of tinme it
with the fluctuating water |evels, not by nother
nat ure anynore.

So, very lot of tines you get nedicines,

that are i mmature. Not full grown, because you have
to harvest them they will be under water, you want
to dry it out. And, then a differ species of

medi ci nes, you know, the wehkesk that people talk
about gingerroot, very basic nmedicine in our life,
Wehkesk, people have nany different names for it
bitterroot. You know, it is the key ingredient to a

| ot of our nedicines. | believe it is called
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1 sweetfly, or whitefly, | can't remenber the name in

2 English. But wehkesk, sonetinmes it goes under water
3 sonetinmes it just dries out, you know, dependi ng on

4 how Hydro feels, | guess. But wehkesk, the reason

5 t hat nedi ci ne has been used, wehkesk, there is a

6 reason why we call it wehkesk. Whkesk, al ways,

7 life, so we call it wehkesk, the one that is always

8 giving his life, lending it out. Because it is

9 pl entiful.

10 So, all of these nedicines, and these

11 things that grow in the water have a purpose, and the
12 spiritual reasons for these things, and the teaching
13 behi nd t hem So, like |l saidif | amnot able to go
14 out and do these things wth ny grandkids, what is

15 goi ng to happen? Who is going to teach them when
16 die, if I amnot able to see these things being taken
17 care of.

18 | have to travel, many, many mles out of
19 here to go harvest certain nedicines. Soneti mes |
20 have to go over to the next province, because | can't
21 get the nedicine here. | have to go out and barter
22 and trade. You know, sonetinmes we have to harvest
23 bear fat, beavers, for the beaver castor, sturgeons
24 for the grease, and stuff. Li ke you nake certain
25 medicines with these things, so, if | amnot able to
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do these things around here, where do | go?

| submtted a letter to Hydro asking to put
aclaimin for sonme sort of assistance with these
things. Their response was, well, we will provide
you with one of our workers, with a boat and notor,
and he can drive you around. That wasn't the point
of that. The point was the spiritual part of these
things that | tal k about, because it is these things
that set us apart from everybody el se. As (Cree
word), the people of the |and. Wi ch is us.

| think | amgoing to see it here. | am
not sure if | have been able to enhance your
understanding of what | amtrying to pass on about
the spirit of these things, eh? | just want to
share one nore thing with you before | go.

When | spoke last tine, to the Interchurch
I nqui ry on Hydro Devel opnent, | shared this, at that
time, and I want to share it with you again. To sort
of give you an understandi ng of, you know, these
things that we tal k about, are not nyths, they are
not | egends, they are stories of us, they are stories
of the spirit of our people that prolongs, the
ani mal s.

Someti mes, you know, we have to harvest

eagl es for our cerenony sonetines, Sundances and
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things like that. W use them for healing. And,

we put cerenony go through a lot of offerings, and do
sonme of those things. And, one of the practices,
that we do, as (Cree word) is we snudge, when we fee
bad, or having, we snudge, we snudge ourselves to
take away the bad things let's say. And that is
general ly done with, maybe sone sage, sone

sweet grass, or maybe an eagl e feather.

They say when you sweep the sweep yourself
with an eagle feather it wll take the bad things
away, that is what grandma used to say, used to do
that all of the tine. In the late '80s, | had a
chance to see, hear, neet with fellow by the nane of
David Suzuki, Dr. David Suzuki. And, he was talking
about smnudgi ng. And, he attenpted to explain this
process to us, this snmudging, to validate it by
sci ence.

And, and one of the things that he used to
describe his process, was the nol ecul ar theory,

t heory of nol ecul es, and how nol ecul es, are
activated. Ml ecules are activated by energies,
negati ve energies, activate negative nol ecul es,
positive energy will activate positive nol ecul es.
Whenever sonebody feels mad you feel the energy,

because the nol ecul es that, the anger activate
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1 nol ecul es, and the nolecules will attach thensel ves
2 to your body. He says, and |ikew se, with positive.
3 So, he says, would when you guys do the
4 snmudgi ng thing, he says, he pointed out that you know
5 this eagle, this bird, he flies so high in the
6 at nosphere, he says, that they produce a pernmanent
7 static electric charge in their feathers. He says
8 t hey have a special canera, that he says you can
9 actually take a picture of this aura, of the static
10 electricity in these feathers, Dr. Suzuki pointed
11 out .
12 So he says, you know these nol ecul es t hat
13 have been activated when you sweep yourself with an
14 eagl e feather, you breakdown the nol ecul ar structure
15 of the nol ecul es that have attached t hensel ves to you
16 and it produces a cleansing effect.
17 Now, that, | want to share with you
18 because, these practices are not just nythical
19 practices, or stuff that were done in | egend. For us
20 these things are very real, in spirit, and according
21 to our stories, the eagle got his life fromthe fire,
22 eh?  And how, David Suzuki says, as permanent static
23 el ectric charge in his feathers, which is fire. It
24 is kind of reference to what we tal k about when we

25

tal k about our fire, and we tal k about the atons,
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1 because, they all have those sane gifts, that we
2 share and that sanme life that we share.
3 You know, so, the river dies, we die. The
4 life dies, that is ny life. Bei ng out there on the
5 | and, my grandchildren taki ng nmedicine, doing these
6 things, it is ny life. The way we start teaching
7 our children about nedicines, is through the berries,
8 and if the berries ain't growing then we aren't
9 t eachi ng, because they are not there. It is as
10 sinmple as that. And | can't teach ny kids about
11 this stuff if it is not there.
12 And so, with that, | would Iike to thank
13 you for giving ne the opportunity to speak to you,
14 t hank you.
15 THE CHAI RVMAN:  Thanks M. Brightnose, that
16 was very interesting. | was fascinated by your
17 description of your |anguage. Thank you very much
18 for doing that.
19 MR. DARW N PAUPANI KAS: Thank you Bobby.
20 At this tine, | would hand over these witten
21 subm ssi ons, another subm ssion froman Elder, Nick
22 Hal cr ow. Il will will call upon Edith G ace MKay.
23 Edith has a |ot to say, she has provided us
24 with some witten comrents that she has prepared for
25 the panel, and she'll try to sumarize her
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st at enent s.

M5 EDI TH GRACE MCKAY: (Good afternoon. I
want to start off by thanking the teamfor inviting
me to tal k about the environnmental inpact regarding
t he Keeyask project. | amnot going to, | wll
speak English, but any way, if there needs to be
transl ation there.

| wll introduce nyself, my name is Edith
McKay, and | am a social worker, for the comunity,
and | also work for the health services here in Cross
Lake. And in regards to nmy Northern Fl ood
experience, | have worked with Chief and council for
ten years back in 1990, to 1999 | have had the
opportunity to work with Walter Mnias, and Ernest
Scott, and ny | ate dad, Etienne Robi nson. They | ed
t he Northern Fl ood Agreenent.

| had the privilege to also work with Chief
and council over the years. And al so obtain ny
social work degree. And | have al so worked with
other First Nation comunities in the North. And
seeing, and had contact with Split Lake as well.

And t he Keeyask Cenerating Station is being
devel oped, and, | have done a |lot of research in that
ar ea. Regardi ng the Northern Fl ood Agreenent

regardi ng the Keeyask, and, and regards the
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1 environnmental inpact. And | know there have been,

2 t here has been consultation wth, with the

3 comuni ties regardi ng the Keeyask. And why weren't
4 we included in the consultation? \Wy weren't we

5 involved in the consultation and the negotiations

6 when it inpacts us as well, Cross Lake PCN. | t

7 i npacts us, and we are part of the Northern Flood --
8 we are part of the Nelson River

9 And, initially, when Northern Flood

10 Agreenent was signed, they were signed with the five
11 bands, and Split Lake was included at that tine.

12 Wiy weren't we included with the negotiations, in

13 regards the environnmental inpact discussions? Same
14 as with the Keeyask devel opnent. We know, we know
15 that Keeyask is the fourth largest dambuilt in

16 Mani t oba. And it is going to create a negative

17 i npact for sure in our resource, our |and, our water,
18 sanme as the Northern Flood Agreenent. And here we
19 are di scussi ng Keeyask. And we haven't even started
20 t he proper negotiations regarding the Northern Fl ood
21 Agr eenent ?
22 When | see, | deal a lot of issues with ny
23 peopl e. | do front line work with health services,
24 and | know that health inpacts that it has caused.
25 The water, the unenpl oynent, high unenpl oynent. I
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1 see it every day people comng to the office they are
2 depressed, there is poverty, they are depressed

3 because of over crowding issues. And yet under the

4 Nort hern Fl ood Agreenent we were prom sed nmass

5 enpl oynment, nass enpl oynent . Where is that when

6 there is 89 percent of us unenpl oynment?

7 And then they tal k about increasing the

8 rates, according to the report on the standing

9 commttee, Mnister's report on the annual reports by
10 Mani t oba Hydro rates are going to increase every year
11 for the next three years. And then there is export
12 sales to the States, seven billion to Saskatchewan,
13 to Ontario five billion. And yet our people are

14 still suffering the negative inpacts, the

15 envi ronnment al i npacts.

16 | remenber as a child, | amin ny md

17 40's, but | still remenber when | had to haul a pai
18 of water just down the bank fromnmy nonis. It was
19 clear, and today, | can't even drink fromit. You
20 go to our cabin, which is probably an hour away, an
21 hour away fromhere. W, | can't even drink from
22 that water. | amtoo scared I mght get sick
23 And, then we have to depend on chl ori ne. Wat er
24 treatnment plants, chlorine, and our people are
25 getting sick fromit.
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1 Because we don't know. W are not trained
2 to know know this chlorine, sone of us don't know.

3 And, people are going, high nunber of people are

4 goi ng on di al ysi s. It is so sad that our people

5 have to go through health issues because of our water
6 bei ng danmaged. It saddens ne that our people have

7 to live in poverty, go through health issues, when

8 they can't afford, the mpgjority of themare on

9 wel fare. Take a drive around our community, go | ook
10 around, you wll see the houses, the overcrowding

11 houses. Mdthers conme to ny office, single parents,
12 where they have to share a room five children one

13 room

14 Where is that mass enpl oynent that was

15 prom sed to us by through the Northern Fl ood

16 Agr eenent . And, yet Hydro is generating another,

17 devel opi ng anot her Hydro project. W are going to
18 be studied to death because there has been 35 studies
19 according to ny findings, 35 studies already, in
20 regards to environnental inpact. And we are being
21 studi ed agai n. And according to that nmeeting wth,
22 with the standing subcommttee, it says that quoted
23 that on ny report, that W have been working
24 effectively wwth Cross Lake, | truly believe that is
25 not true, because of the high unenploynment rate in
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1 this coomunity, and the suffering, depression, health
2 i ssues, it nmakes ne sad.
3 So | had to express that. So | had to
4 express that it is really, it isreally sad to see
5 your community of people going through all of this
6 suffering, and then we start to fight, fight anongst
7 each other in our community, because there is a |ot
8 of confusion, we have to have one vi sion. We have
9 to work together. And, you have to work, the Hydro
10 has to work with us. They can't just benefit from
11 our suffering.
12 Qur water is our nost precious resource, it
13 is our nost precious resource, to everybody in this
14 wor | d. Ever ybody. And we are going to continue
15 contam nating our water?  Wat about our children,
16 our future children that are comng every year, in
17 Cross Lake, there are two hundred children being
18 bor n. It is grow ng popul ation. And | am not nad,
19 it isjust that | am | am have to talk fromny
20 heart. The way | see. The youth sitting around,
21 there is many graduates in our comunity, and they
22 beconme so dependent on wel fare.
23 And anot her point is according to the
24 findings as well, that there has been negotiations to
25 the States and other countries, Nigeria, and yet we




Keeyask Cross Lake October 9, 2013
Page 64

1 can't, Hydro continues to build dans. So, | have
2 done ny research. But | want nore consultation for
3 ny people, ny comrunity.
4 And | know that Keeyask has to go through,
5 Mani t oba Hydro board has to go through the
6 Envi ronnental Conmm ssion in order to get their
7 l'icence. And don't just cone here, when they want
8 their licence, cone and neet with us. Conme and see
9 our comrunity, conme and see the inpacts. | amtired
10 of seeing ny fell ow people suffering. Because, |
11 deal with the front Iine on a day-to-day basis. I
12 see the health issues. The soci al issues. | see
13 t hat . | see themcone to cry because they are
14 depressed.
15 And, we started a justice conmttee here,
16 as well. W want to keep our cultural, traditional
17 activities, our cultural, our way of life. Because
18 it works for us. And, we don't want Hydro to
19 destroy anynore of our environment. Provide
20 consul tation to us. That is what | wanted to share.
21 And | thank you very nuch, and | thank the PCN t eam
22 for inviting nme to speak, in regards to the
23 envi ronnment al i npact. And | thank all of you thank
24 you very mnuch.
25 THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you, Ms MKay.
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MR. DARW N PAUPANI KAS: Thank you, Edith.

Edith McKay, and next on the list is Eric Sinclair
Juni or. I s he around. Ckay, he is not around. I
woul d i ke to call upon El eanor Scott. El eanor
Scott is an el der.

ELDER ELEANOR SCOTT: Good afternoon, ny

nane i s El eanor Scott. I, I would talk English.
Because it takes longer. | just first of all a few
things that I want to tal k about. Al these years

of ny life, | got the opportunity to say sonething.
| was born in Sipiwesk Lake, that is ny birth place.

And it is so heartbreaking, when | went there. That

time, ny husband was still with ne. He said, you
going to go see where you were born. See how you
are going to feel. See what Hydro has done to your

birth | and. So, ny husband took ne there.

| didn't even recognize where | was born
| cried when | sat there, | didn't even see a ground,
just see falling down trees, falling down everything.
And | said | was so heartbroken, and that even all of
ny life. To tal k about it. That was where | was
born, and see what happened?

And | went there, my grandnother died
t here. | don't ever, wouldn't recognize her bones.

She was buried there. It is a sad feeling for ne,
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have been trying to talk about this wi th sonebody,

but | did, a few people | told how |l amhurt from

this at day even. Where | was born used to go pick
berries, | went there there was nothing. Not hi ng at
all.

My favorite place when | was a little girl
was to go up the hill and pick strawberries, there
was no nore hill. There was not hing there. | felt
so sorry for Split Lake. That is what is going to
happen to them | know t hat. For a fact.

Because | have seen this. | live with it. There
is nothing here. For this have nothing, have no
berries, to pick, there are no berries, not even
cranberries we call them We used to pick themfor
the winter. Not hi ng. Everything is destroyed by

Hydr o.
Me and ny husband used to go fishing. It

was good. Now, you can't even go anywhere. Al you
see is green stuff in the water. | feel so bad for
Split Lake. | feel like going there, and tell them

That is what is going to happen to them for sure,

am sure of that. And | ampretty sure. Even we
saw sonet hing, they don't I|isten. They don't listen
to us. There is no jobs here for young peopl e.

| have been working for here in Cross Lake
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1 for 25 years. | was a social worker. | seen
2 little children try to go swnmng, there is no place
3 to swim Hydro told us they were going to build
4 sw mm ng pools for our children. My (i naudible) |
5 have to take himto the nursing station. There is
6 no place to swm Everything is destroyed.
7 Everything, | don't know why we ask and we do.
8 don't know who is going to listen to us. That is
9 why | am so here doing lots of things in our
10 community. They got nothing to do. No (i naudi bl e)
11 there is an arena here, it is not big. (Inaudible)
12 | didn't nmean anything to wite down, but |
13 amat this for a long tine. As ny, when | was
14 younger, little girl, | used to go hunting with ny
15 dad. Used to go to White Mud Falls, there is
16 not hi ng t here. | went through all ny sumrers were
17 there as a famly, we build our house over there.
18 We put built our own house, in the wnter we stayed
19 t here. It was so nice. Food we ate. Nowadays ny
20 deep freeze is enpty.
21 My son is the only one that | ooks after ne.
22 He has to go far to go hunt for noose. But, there
23 are no npose anynore. No ducks. No geese,
24 not hi ng. We have to eat fromthe Northern Mart
25 store. That is is how people are sick. You don't
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1 watch in there, even when | was down south. | went
2 to by berries, froma farner. And, | was thinking,
3 | wonder if he puts sonething there, |ike us, we have
4 to pick it off the ground, Mdither's Earth.

5 So, everybody is sick. W are all sick in
6 this community. Because Hydro is is making our

7 lives m serabl e. Ri ght now, he goes to the houses.
8 To everybody wants to do. He doesn't care for the

9 babi es that are in the house, or the sick people who
10 have di al ysi s. We have to work together, we have to
11 be together try to get this thing, try to get help.
12 W have tried everything already after here wth,

13 with the neetings, and all of that. But, it is

14 still the same now.

15 Peopl e need to, they have been with, they
16 have been with nmy grandchildren, they are, | have

17 five great grandchildren in one room But | am

18 really hurting to see ny grandchildren |like that. I
19 talk, and talk, | even cried to get a house for ny
20 daught er. But, there was no housi ng. Even ri ght
21 now, | got to turn on ny heat because nobody cones to
22 help nme to check the furnace. And | got can't do
23 for nyself anynore. Wth my husband is sick. He
24 has been sick for 13 years, he is in a honme in
25 Thonpson.
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The children, they can do whatever they

want, they go to school, they graduate, no jobs,
nothing. | ambetter now, but I got to ny birth
place, it is all | want to go sonetines. But
didn't have the nerve to go closer where our little
house used to be. Wth ny parents, ny brothers, and
sisters.

So, | amglad, that | bring it out.
Because | have been sick trying to tell everybody how
| feel about Hydro. And | feel sorry for Split
Lake. W used to have sturgeon in Sipiwesk,
everyt hing, but nothing now, there is nothing there.
You put a net in the water, and it conmes out green.
That is what ny son told me when he was, he said Mom
Il will get you a sturgeon, it never happened. I
hope, | will feel better now that | tal k about this.

How | felt destroying ny birth | and. That is where

| was born. Born in the tent. I n summerti ne.
Started to make a house in the winter. And, thanks
for listening to ne. | amglad, that | got to talKk.

Thank you very much

THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you very nmuch Ms.
Scot t.

MR. DARW N PAUPANI KAS: Thank you, El eanor.

| guess that is our |ast speaker here who is going to
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speak. To sumarize (Cree word) that was spoken here

today, Cree, you heard our people tal k about
medi ci ne, you heard our people tal k about food, you
heard our people tal k about animals, you heard our
peopl e tal k about |and, and the way of life.

And to summari ze what they have expressed
to you today, the water is where we get everything

from And with witten subm ssions, as well from

the students, they will express that through their
witten subm ssions. But everything is interrel ated
when it comes to water. It is where we begin our

lives from and it is where we end it with

The el ders, and the young people, and the
wonen, they all speak of the fish, and the food, and,
the animals, and the effects of the inpacts on our
peopl e here today. They have expressed many
concerns of inpacts on our people in Split Lake, our
people in War Lake, our people in Fox Lake, and our
people all over this great territory of ours. Many
of themare going to wite down their witten
submi ssions as wel | . And we will continue to
collect the video footage fromelders, that want to
speak. Rat her than just provide witten
subm ssions, they want to speak. And, they want to

show by vi deo sone docunentation, video
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1 docunent ati on
2 Qur peopl e here that spoke today are very
3 concerned about the effects on the |Iand, and the
4 wat er . W have went fromthis community end to end,
5 tal ked to el ders, and sone young peopl e, trappers,
6 hunters, fishernmen, and they have this concern that
7 Mani t oba Hydro does not understand what they are
8 doing with the environnent. They have many, many
9 vol unes of studies, but they have come up with
10 scientific information, Western information, Western
11 way of finding information to the Commi ssion and to
12 t he processes.
13 They are very concerned, that Mnitoba
14 Hydro is using the science as a way of getting their
15 permt to build Keeyask. Qur Pim ci kamak peopl e say
16 hold on, we feel, at this point in tinme that Mnitoba
17 Hydro needs to do the right thing, to fully
18 understand what it is they are about to enbark on.
19 They need to do a full regional cumul ative
20 envi ronnment al assessnment of the inpacts, that they
21 are proposing to do.
22 W are the, to hold on Manitoba Hydro, tel
23 themto wait a couple nore years before building a
24 dam that they don't know what they are going to be
25 doi ng with. | have read the reports, personally, I
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1 have read the reports to our elders, | can honestly

2 say that based on their reports, and their

3 environnmental statenents, | hate, | hate nyself when
4 | tell themthat this is what the science says.

5 Sturgeon in the Keeyask, at Stephens Lake. Are

6 going to decide to nove to another habitat, Hydro

7 tells us they are going to decide to nove to anot her
8 habi t at . W are going to destroy their habitat at

9 Keeyask and they are going to decide to nove to a new
10 habitat that we are going to build for them

11 This is the story that | tell the elders,

12 and, they |augh at ne. | know what is running

13 through their mnds and then they say, well, who is
14 the scientist that spoke to a sturgeon? Wich

15 sturgeon told these scientists that they are going to
16 decide to nove to another habitat? There is is no

17 such science. Are all these reports that they

18 produce say the sane thing? And | had to nod, and

19 say, yes, they are all scientific reports.
20 That is what kind of reports, they are
21 handi ng to the Conm ssi on. Those are the kind of
22 reports that they are handing to the other
23 consul tati on processes.
24 So, with, that M. Chair, these are the
25 statenents of the elders, fromour people, we wll
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1 provide witten translated version of these
2 proceedi ngs here today, on short notice. Hopefully,
3 we will have themto you as early as next week, but,
4 again, | encourage you to |ook closely, we wll
5 provi de you with a docunentation that is on the
6 wal I's, pictures. W wll provide you with video
7 footage, and the elders that are not here today, |
8 wll see themas well. W wll get, gather their
9 evi dence and their statenents.
10 So, with that, hope that we have been of
11 great assistance to the Commi ssion, on behalf of the
12 four councils, speaking fromthe secretary to the
13 Council to the Commission, | thank you, and we thank
14 you for com ng here today. W w sh you well, we w sh
15 you an open heart, and an open mnd, and that you
16 cone to clear, and consci ous deci sions, when you cone
17 to the end of these proceedings. Thank you very
18 much.
19 THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you very nuch, Darw n.
20 | would Iike to thank you, and your team for
21 organi zing this event today, speaking for myself, it
22 has been a very interesting afternoon. |In your
23 openi ng coments, your Vice Chief spoke of, told us
24 t hat peopl e woul d speak about enotional things,
25 exam ne they woul d speak fromtheir heart, and we
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have certainly seen that this afternoon in the |ast

f ew hours.

We | ook forward to the additional
subm ssions, and the translations of the
presentations that you will send to us, and we | ook
forward to reading these subm ssions that cane in
fromthe students and others in your conmunity
al r eady. W will, our staff will nmake copies of
t hese, when we are back in the office, and all of the
conmi ssioners will get copies, and | can assure you
that we will read all of them

| can assure you that the concerns that we
heard today will informus, when we cones tine for us
to make decisions, and to nmake recommendati ons.
Qoviously, | can't guarantee, that we will make
decisions that you wll like, or that you will Iike
conpletely, or you may not even like themat all.
But | think the fact we have been here today, and
heard what your community has had to say, will inform
our decision making. And hopefully it will make
things at least little bit better, small steps can be
taken in positive directions.

And that, that is is probably the best
response | can give to nore than one of the

presenters, this afternoon, who wondered about why do
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1 we keep com ng and meki ng presentations and not hi ng

2 seens to happen. Again to repeat nyself, | can't

3 guarantee that anything big will happen out of

4 today' s presentations, but | think maybe sone very

5 smal | positive steps will have been taken. So, |

6 t hank you, | thank your community, | thank the

7 students at your high school who took the tinme to

8 wite these presentations, and, thank you for

9 inviting us into your comunity. l.

10 | al so suspect, that the Comm ssion wll be
11 back in your community, in the future to hear nore

12 stories of what has happened, not during the Keeyask
13 process, but at other times. Again, thank you very
14 much.

15 MR. DARW N PAUPANI KAS: (In Cree).

16 So with that, I would like to, | guess, close with

17 our prayer. W started with a prayer this norning,
18 and I will ask Andrina to conme up, and help us close
19 with a prayer.
20 (d osing Prayer).
21 (Concl uded at 4:40 p.m)
22
23
24

25
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