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1 Tuesday, Septenber 24, 2013

2 Upon commencing at 3:00 p. m

3 CHI EF SPENCE: Good afternoon, ny nane
4 is Walter Spence. |'mthe Chief of Fox Lake.

5 want to introduce our elder Sophie Lockhart. By
6 tradition we open up all of our neetings with an
7 opening prayer, so we will start with that.

8 (Openi ng prayer)

9 CHI EF SPENCE: Thank you, El der Sophie
10 Lockhart.

11 Vel cone chiefs, elders, councillors,
12 menbers and visitors, as well as the

13 Comm ssioners. It is a pleasure to welconme the
14  nmenbers of the C ean Environment Conm ssion to our
15 hone and traditional territory. The presence of
16 t he Conm ssion nenbers here is inportant because
17 it marks the first time in history that Fox Lake
18 has been a nmenber of Manitoba Hydro in the

19 pl anni ng for and devel opnment of a hydroel ectric

20 damin which we participate as a nenber for the
21 life of the project.

22 The Commi ssion is here to hear from
23 our menbershi p about their feelings, questions,

24 concerns and approval of the details of the

25 project. The Conmm ssion wants to hear your
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1 feelings about the joint Keeyask Devel opnment

2 Agreenent and the Adverse Effects Agreenent

3 intended to avoid, mtigate and conpensate for the
4 horrendous i npacts which our people of Fox Lake

5 know too well from prior hydroelectric projects in
6 which we were not only deci mated, but di senpowered
7 because we were not taken into account at all in

8 determ ning the process of devel opnent or in the

9 operation and nai ntenance of the danms. That is a
10 hi story which can not be allowed to repeat itself,
11 and through the negotiations of the joint Keeyask
12 Devel opnent Agreement and our partnership with

13 Mani t oba Hydro and the other three Cree Nati ons,
14 we hope we will have substantially reduced, if not
15 entirely elimnated, the tragedi es of the past.

16 There were extensive consultations

17 with the communities over the years in which the
18 agreenents were being negotiated. There were

19 detail ed and excell ent explanations of the

20 agreenent provided to the nenbers of Fox Lake,

21  wherever they lived, prior to the referenda, and
22 Fox Lake nenbers here at Fox Lake and G|l am

23 Thr oughout the conmunities of Thonpson, Churchil
24 and W nni peg overwhel m ngly accepted and ratified

25 the two agreenents, the JKDA and the Adverse
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1 Ef fects Agreenent. Through these agreenments we

2 have inserted our Cree Wrldview into the

3 envi ronnment al eval uation report. W have provided
4 for protections against recurrent problens of the
5 past, and we have negoti ated benefits for our

6 comunity in ternms of training and enpl oynment and
7 busi ness opportunities which have been and will be
8 of much assistance to our people, our youth and

9 generations to conme. Those generations to cone

10 also will be benefited by a flow of inconme com ng
11 to us as partners in the project, which not only
12 wll produce significant income for our people and
13 our prograns, but will be producing a stream of

14 inconme which is ours to deal with as we see fit,
15 not subject to overriding rules and regul ati ons of
16 governnments other than our own. It is a form of
17 i ndependence, which we val ue and whi ch subsequent
18 generations will be proud to say resulted fromthe
19 efforts of our community today and the foresight
20 as shown in the way in which it has conducted

21 itself in these negotiations and the ratifications
22 of our partnership agreenment with Mnitoba Hydro.
23 | know that everyone not agrees with
24  what has been done, the way in which it has been

25 done or the results of what has been done. O
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1 course, even though Fox Lake nenbers have

2 overwhel mngly affirned the project in a

3 denocratic process, we value and support those who
4 have questions, comments, challenges or criticisns
5 of what has been done, and the nature of the

6 arrangenments that have been made. W al so | ook

7 forward to hearing fromthose who have suggestions
8 as to what can be done in the future to inprove

9 the protection of our Aski in all of its facets.
10 We wel cone those who have opposing views. In

11 fact, the purpose of the Comm ssion's hearing

12 today in our home and traditional territory is to
13 al l ow our nenbers to express thenselves freely and
14 fully on all such matters. Please do not hesitate
15 to engage with the Conm ssioners fromyour hearts
16 and mnds with integrity and concern for the

17 future. We nust all remenber that we are stewards
18 of this land and this environnment, and nothing is
19 nore inportant to us than its preservation and the
20 continuance of its ability to support and maintain
21 our peopl e.

22 Thank you all for being here. | |ook
23 forward to hearing fromyou, as do the

24 Conmi ssioners this tinme, and for the first time in

25 hi story, as partners in a Hydro dam
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1 THE CHAIRVAN:  Yes. |Is M. Neepin

2 going to speak now or after my opening comrents?

3 MR. NEEPIN. Part of my presentation,
4 M. Chairman, will also include a video

5 presentation, so that would be fine.

6 THE CHAI RVMAN:  Perhaps | shoul d say ny
7 openi ng coments first because they are basically
8 introductory, M. Neepin, and then we will turn it
9 over to you. All right.

10 Okay. Thank you, Chief Spence and

11 thank you to El der Lockhart. Good afternoon and
12 welconme. M nane is Terry Sargeant, |'mthe chair
13 of the Manitoba C ean Environment Conmission. |'m
14 al so the chair of the panel that wll be

15 conducting the review for the Keeyask Generation
16 Project. At the outset | would like to

17 acknowl edge that we are neeting today in the hone
18 and the traditional territory of the Fox Lake Cree
19 Nation, and we thank themfor allowi ng us this
20 privil ege.
21 | would Iike to introduce you to the
22 ot her nmenbers of the panel. On ny far left is
23 Edwi n Yee, next to himis Reg Nepinak, and to ny
24 right is Judy Bradley and Jim Shaw. In addition

25 to the panel, | would like to introduce sone staff
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1 and advisors who are assisting us with this

2 review, starting with the Conm ssion Secretary,

3 Cat hy Johnson. At the back of the roomis our

4 Comm ssi on adm ni strative assistant, Joyce

5 Muel l er. Qur legal counsel is Mke Geen, and our
6 report witer is Bob Arnstrong.

7 As some of you will know I actually

8 spent a nunber of years living in Gllamback in
9 the early 70s as a personnel and payroll nanager
10 for the principal contractor. So it is always a
11 pl easure for me to come back to this community. |
12 have a |l ot of very fond nenories of ny tinme in

13 Gllam And when we were here last fall in the
14 Bipole reviewit was the first opportunity | had
15 had to cone back here for nany, many years. And
16 now to cone back again a year later is indeed a
17 pl easure. | spent a bit of time yesterday and

18 again earlier today just wandering around town

19 | ooki ng at some of ny old haunts, and al so | ooking
20 at many of the changes that have occurred in this
21 comunity since | was here, and sone that are just
22 under way right now. | noted significant changes
23 in front of the old shopping centre, and saw t he
24 diagrans inside and realize it is going to be a

25 very different facility in another year or two.
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W are here today because last fall

the M nister of Conservation and Water Stewardship
asked us to hold public hearings to reviewthe
Envi ronnmental | npact Statenent prepared by the
partnership for the Keeyask Generation Project.
He specifically asked us to review that EIS, the
Environnental |npact Statenment, to reviewthe
proponent's public consultation process; he asked
us to recommend whet her or not an environnent al
Iicence should be issued to the partnership; and
third, if so, to recommend any proposed neasures
to mtigate any potential adverse environnental,
soci o-econom ¢ and cultural effects that may be
affected by the project.

And he specifically asked us to hold
hearings in the areas, or in the area of the
project, to allow reasonabl e access to the people
who |ive near the proposed generation station.

And that's why we are here today. Today is the
first day of our hearings. These hearings will go
on now for | guess about two and a half nonths
until early Novenber -- pardon ne, early Decenber.
W are in Gllamthis week. W have hearings this
afternoon and this evening here. Tonorrow in

Bird. Thursday in York Landing. And next week we
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1 are in Thonpson and Tat askweyak.

2 As has already been noted by the

3 Chief, this is a unique project given that the

4 proponent is a partnership that includes four

5 First Nations that are in the i medi ate area of

6 the project. And because of that, we felt it was
7 i nportant that we hear fromthe people in those

8 communities. After our northern tour, we actually
9 have a coupl e of weeks off, or two weeks of f |

10 guess, and then we will begin the Wnnipeg

11 heari ngs on Cctober 21st, and they will carry on
12 until about the 4th or 5th of Decenber.

13 In these hearings in Northern Manitoba
14 the Commi ssion wants to hear from nenbers of these
15 comuni ties about their thoughts and concerns

16 about the projects. W recognize the need to

17 respect the custons of individual conmunities and
18 we will accommpdate a nore flexible approach. W
19 will endeavor to nake the hearings as informal as
20 possi bl e to encourage as nuch | ocal participation
21 as we can get. Anybody who is a nmenber of this

22 comunity or really anybody who is in the roomis
23 welcone to attend these hearings, and al so wel cone
24 to nmake a presentation.

25 Al'l of our hearings are recorded.
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1 This is a requirenent of the Environnent Act.

2 Transcripts are produced very quickly, so you can,
3 by going to our website, read copies of the

4 verbatimtranscript of whatever we hear today in
5 this room

6 As | have noted already, and | wll

7 repeat, that anybody in the roomis welconme to

8 make a presentation. There is no requirenent that
9 you do so, but if you wish to nake a presentation
10 we ask that you just let our assistant, Joyce

11 Muel l er, at the back of the room know so we know
12 that you wish to do that. The statenent is a

13 chance, or a presentation is a chance for you to
14 give the community nenbers, to |l et them know your
15 per sonal know edge, your views and any concerns
16 you m ght have about the proposed project.

17 | would note that you can give your

18 presentation in your own | anguage, if you w sh.

19 W woul d ask, though, that you have sonebody who
20 can translate for you for the benefit of those of
21 us in this room and on the panel in particular,
22 who don't speak Cree. | do know that last fall we
23 had a nunber of people give presentations in their
24 | anguage and there were two or three people in

25 particular, two or three of the wonen who were
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1 present, who did translate very well for us. At
2 least | think they translated very well, | didn't
3 understand the Cree. | know they had sonet hing

4 goi ng on between nme and sone of the wonen about

5 sone beauties or sonething, but maybe Sophie can
6 rem nd ne what that was about. But it was good

7 hunour and it was fun. W al so heard sone good

8 and noving testinony last fall.

9 | would also note that if there is

10 anyone in your community who is unable to attend
11 our sessions today or this afternoon or this

12 evening, or if there is sonmeone who doesn't really
13 want to speak in public, but you want to let the
14  panel know your views, you are nore than wel cone
15 to submt a witten subm ssion. This can be by
16 way of a letter or an email or you can even go to
17 our website and send your comrents to us directly
18 on there. The panel will read all witten

19 submi ssions that we receive. Those witten

20 subm ssions becone part of the record and carry

21 the sane weight as if you were here and nmade t hem

22 i n person.
23 | think that's really all | have to
24  say by way of opening remarks. | do hope that

25 there are a nunber of you who are willing or would
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like to make presentations |ater on this afternoon

or this evening.

Now | would turn it back to | believe
M. Neepin first, and then Ms. Zbigniew cz for
Hydro to nake an openi ng presentation.
M . Neepi n.

MR. NEEPIN. Thank you. Welcone
menbers of the Comm ssion, Chiefs, councillors,
el ders, citizens of the neighboring Cree Nations,
Ladi es and gentlenmen. | have been asked to do a
short presentation on behalf of Fox Lake Cree
Nation as part of the public process which we are
now all attending here in Gllam The Conmm ssion
quite properly has instructed that we be brief in
our openi ng conments because the purpose of the
neeting today is to hear fromthe public, and not
us, and we will be presenting evidence, in any
event, in detail at the Conm ssion hearings in
W nni peg when t hey begin.

So | want to address a nunber of major
points in summary, which may help to stinulate
di scussions by all of you today, and lead to the
ki nds of questions and concerns that may have
al ready occurred to you and will occur to you in

the course of the neeting.
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1 Fundamental | y Fox Lake Cree Nation

2 supports the Keeyask project, and is pleased to be
3 a partner with Manitoba Hydro and our Cree

4 brothers and sisters from Tat askweyak Cree Nati on,
5 War Lake and York Factory First Nation in this

6 endeavor. That's a pretty surprising statenent

7 for nme to be maki ng on behal f of Fox Lake, given

8 the horrors we have suffered and endured from past
9 Hydro devel opnent in our backyard. Both -- not

10 just in our backyard but also to our Aski and to
11 our nmenbers socially, enotionally, physically,

12 economcally and in terns of our health.

13 In fact, we support the project

14 because for the first time we are a partner to the
15 pronotion of a hydroelectric project, and in that
16 capacity we can mnimze the adverse inpacts. W
17 wll endure as stewards and residents of this

18 area, and at the sane tine we maxi m ze the

19 benefits we will derive and are deriving fromthe
20 proj ect.
21 As a nation, our representatives spent

22 ten years of sustained efforts in the research,
23 di scussi ons, negotiations and deci si on-maki ng on
24  all aspects of the devel opnment which [ead to the

25 signing of a joint Keeyask Devel opnent Agreenent,
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1 t he partnership agreenent, which is sonetinmes or

2 nost tines referred to as the JKDA. Wen | say we
3 participated in all aspects of the process, |'m
4 referring to the description of the project and

5 its fundanental features, the environnenta

6 assessnment process, notably the identification of
7 and introduction into the process of our

8 Aboriginal traditional know edge with respect to
9 Aski. W have attenpted to ensure that the Cree
10 phi | osophy of m no-pimatisiw n was defined and

11 accounted for in our own environnental evaluation
12 report which becanme a part of the Environnental
13 | npact Statement submitted to the regulatory

14 authorities, including this C ean Environnment

15 Conmi ssi on.

16 W negoti ated an Adverse Effects

17 Agreement with Manitoba Hydro, as did the other
18 three Cree Nations, which deals w th avoi dance,
19 mtigation and conpensation of the adverse effects
20 we have been concerned about; notably the inpact
21 of the influx of workers which has al ways

22 terrorized our conmunity.

23 The mtigation prograns all have a

24 focus on healing and strengthening the Fox Lake

25 peopl e and on strengt heni ng Fox Lake | anguage and
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|_\

heritage. Fox Lake will receive the funding for

2 and adm nister the offsetting prograns.

3 W have negotiated and we have ensured
4 in the agreenent that there is a re-opener

5 provi si on which provides that either Fox Lake or

6 Mani t oba Hydro may request changes to the

7 agreenent or the offsetting prograns if there are
8 mat eri al changes to the Keeyask project, new and

9 material information conmes to |ight that was not
10 consi dered or addressed in the negotiation of the
11 adverse agreenent itself, or if an anticipated

12 event effects occur.

13 It is also inportant to note that our
14  Aboriginal and Treaty rights thenselves are in no
15 way inpaired or altered as a result of the Adverse
16 Ef fects Agreenent or the JKDA. At the sane tine
17 we have established other initiatives to deal with
18 institutionalized discrimnation which runs deep
19 in Gllamand will require nuch tinme and effort

20 before even noderate change is effected, but it is
21 a start.

22 In the course of the negotiations we
23 won sone and we |ost some, but the point is we

24 were participants in the formation of the

25 partnership with Manitoba Hydro and with the other
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1 three Cree Nations. To be sure, we are mnority

2 partners and Manitoba Hydro remains essentially in
3 control, but as partners we have had and will have
4 a say in defining that control and in all other

5 aspects of the project. Inportantly we did so

6 t hrough continuous consultations with the nenbers
7 of Fox Lake, with the assistance of our Keeyask

8 advi sory comm ttee which was conprised of nenbers
9 of the Fox Lake community, not otherw se invol ved
10 in the process. Through extensive presentations,
11 verbal and otherwise, in all of the communities in
12  which Fox Lake nmenbers find thensel ves, we

13 attenpted to explain the conplex provisions of the
14  devel opnent agreenment to our nenbers.

15 Per haps nost inportantly as a result
16 of the requirenents of the JKDA, Fox Lake, based
17 on those consultations and information sessions

18 and di al ogues, held referenda to ensure that Fox
19 Lake was proceeding only with the consent of our
20 people. Both the Adverse Effects Agreenent and

21 the JKDA required that a majority of Fox Lake

22 menbers voting approved them In fact, in the

23 final referenda, with about half of our nenbers

24 voting 91.9 per cent favoured the JKDA and 93.3

25 per cent favoured the Adverse Effects Agreenent.
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1 Al'l of those who wanted to participate did so, and

2 their nessage was overwhel m ngly positive.

3 | want to nake one |ast point in the
4 initial presentation of the Fox Lake perspective.
5 | want to acknow edge and recogni ze that not every

6 Fox Lake nenber agrees with our participation or

7 the ternms we negotiated or the anal ysis which we

8 did. To expect such absol ute consensus woul d have
9 been an inpossible dream given our history. In
10 fact, as we all know, a concerned group of Fox

11 Lake citizens itself will be appearing at the

12 hearings and wll make its views and anal ysis

13 known to the Conm ssion.

14 W val ue and encour age debate and

15 critical dissent. W are content with the

16 overwhelmng majority of the referenda vote, but
17 we still believe that Fox Lake menbers, both at

18 this neeting and the other neetings in the north
19 as well as the hearings in Wnnipeg, are entitled
20 to express their views and concerns. W believe
21 t hat denocracy has triunphed in a way whi ch past
22 generations could never have dreanmed possible.

23 There may be much about the deal which
24 we mght have | oved to have seen done differently

25 with different results, but Fox Lake is proud of
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its acconplishnents, and it | ooks forward to using

this experience as a foundation to ensure that in
t he subsequent projects, particularly Conawapa,
t hat even nore is achieved.

W will next play a short video
entitled "Keeyask, our story." This video was
produced by the Keeyask Hydropower Limted
Partnership and is a conponent of the
envi ronnment al inpact statenment for the Keeyask
project. It provides an understanding of the
Wr | dview of the Cree partners and our difficult
journey in comng to a decision to participate in
this project.

(Vi deo pl ayi ng)

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you, M. Neepin.
Ms. Zbigniewi cz, you are up next. We will now
have a presentation from Manitoba Hydro on behal f
of the partnership -- | guess on behalf of the
partnership. Go ahead, please.

M5. ZBIGNIEW CZ: CGood afternoon,

M. Chair, Chiefs, Conm ssion nmenbers, elders,
youth, | adies and gentlenen. |'m Halina

Zbi gniewicz, and |I'mthe nmanager of Hydropower

Pl anni ng at Manitoba Hydro. |[|'malso the Keeyask

pre-construction project manager. And | am
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1 pl eased to nake this presentation on behalf of the

2 Keeyask Hydropower Limted Partnership.

3 To undertake this project Mnitoba

4 Hydro and our First Nations partners, Tataskweyak
5 Cree Nation, War Lake First Nation, Fox Lake Cree
6 Nation and the York Factory First Nation have

7 formed the Keeyask Hydropower Limted Partnership.
8 Toget her today we are pleased to present a

9 snapshot of the proposed Keeyask Generation

10 Project. You have already heard from Chi ef Spence
11 and CGeorge Neepin as well as the video. And |

12 will build on this information that you have seen
13 already. W look forward to presenting nore

14 details at the hearings schedul ed next nonth in
15 W nni peg. W are confident that when these

16 hearing conclude we wi |l have denonstrated the

17 environnmental nerits of the project to the

18 satisfaction of the Comm ssion so you are able to
19 recommend to the province that they grant

20 regul atory approval .

21 As you will hear -- as you heard from
22 our partners, in addition to working directly with
23 Mani t oba Hydro on this environnmental assessnent,
24  they al so devel oped and undertook their own

25 i ndependent community specific environnental
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1 eval uati ons based on their own experiences and

2 perspectives. The partner First Nations saw an

3 opportunity for current and future generations to
4  benefit fromthe Keeyask Generation Project. W
5 at Manitoba Hydro are honoured that the Cree

6 Nati ons have joined us in this partnership, and

7 appreciate the extraordinary efforts that they

8 have taken to work with us in a respectful and

9 meani ngful way. W are well aware the past power
10 devel opment on the | ower Nel son has been difficult
11 and hurtful to the Cree people. And we understand
12 their northern environnment and ways of |ife have
13 been dramatically changed in small ways and in

14 | arge ways. However, progress has been nade in
15 many areas, including enploynment where close to 50
16 per cent of our northern work force is now

17 Abori gi nal .

18 That said, we acknow edge t hat

19 concerns have been expressed by the First Nations
20 related to racismin the work place, and we are
21 working with the First Nations to clarify and

22 address their concerns. W recognize bringing

23 together different cultures creates the potential
24  for conflict and m sunderstandi ngs, as well as

25 opportunities for |earning and exchangi ng of
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1 i deas.

2 There is no question that hydro

3 devel opnment in Northern Manitoba has been

4 extensive, wth [arge changes to river systens

5 i ncluding the | ower Nel son, the place the partner
6 First Nations call honme. 1In developing these

7 earlier projects, Manitoba Hydro used devel opnent
8 practices of the day which would not be considered
9 acceptable today. Efforts to inform consult or
10 i nvol ve local communities in the process were

11 either mssing or much nore limted, and with very
12 di fferent understandi ngs of Aboriginal rights and
13 interests. Project effects were not fully

14 under stood or appreciated, both within the

15 comunities and at Manitoba Hydro. This neant

16 initial mtigation was inadequate and a | ot of

17 work had to be done to account for project effects
18 well after the projects were devel oped.

19 Leadi ng up to and throughout the

20 Keeyask process policies, procedures,

21 under st andi ngs and attitudes w thin Manitoba Hydro
22 have changed. The inpact of resource devel opnent
23 on Aborigi nal people and the environnent is now
24 better understood as is the inperative to consult

25 and invol ve these nost affected people in the
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1 devel opnment and to ensure the projects are better

2 both socially and environnental ly.

3 The Mani toba Hydro that negotiated the

4 Nort hern Fl ood Agreenment and subsequent

5 i npl enentati on agreenents of nmany years ago i s not

6 the sane Hydro that negotiated the Joint Keeyask

7 Devel opnent Agreenent or participated in the

8 Keeyask Environnmental Assessnent.

9 The JKD agreenent is at the core of
10 how Mani t oba Hydro and the partner First Nations
11  will go forward. It includes governance, the
12 approach to the regul atory process, project
13 description, adverse effects, training and
14  enpl oynent, business opportunities, business
15 arrangenent s/ i ncome opportunities, as well as
16 di spute resolutions. It defines and is the
17 foundation of a strong and fair partnership
18 arrangenent .

19 During negotiations Manitoba Hydro
20 commtted it would not proceed with the project
21 for export purposes if the partner First Nations
22 did not support the project. This is really a
23 very inportant point, because this nmeans the

24  partners and Manitoba Hydro had to reach an

25 agreenent that was satisfactory to both parties,
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1 if the project were to advance for export. The

2 mai n focus of the conpani on Adverse Effects

3 Agreement is a series of community based prograns
4 designed to offset unavoi dabl e adverse effects on
5 the practices, custons and traditions integral to
6 the partner First Nations. These include

7 opportunities for hunting, fishing, trapping for
8 food beyond the Keeyask area, Cree |anguage

9 prograns, prograns provided for youth and young
10 adults with opportunities to experience a

11 traditional lifestyle. The agreenents al so

12 contenplate a process to address any adverse

13 effects that were not anticipated or foreseen, and

14 which were not identified in the environmental

15 i npact assessnent process.
16 The four partner First Nations wll
17 i npl enent the prograns and sone are already

18 underway. A community approval process is also in
19 pl ace for maki ng changes to any of the prograns,
20 if required.

21 Negotiating both the joint Keeyask

22 Devel opnent Agreenment and the separate adverse

23 effects agreenent, all of which were validated

24  through a community referendum process and si gned

25 in 2009 with each First Nation, has taken a
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1 t remendous decade long effort. Process funding of

2 approximately 140 mllion dollars, anpbunting to

3 about 2 per cent of the total project costs were
4 provi ded over the ten year period to ensure that
5 partner First Nations had the necessary |egal and
6 techni cal support, as well as funding for studies,
7 techni cal tables, comunity neetings and overall
8 i nvol venent .

9 Thi s partnership has been a true

10 col | aboration; one that has resulted in a unique
11 two track environnental inpact statenent and

12 proj ect assessnent. One track was |ead by the

13 Cree Nations who eval uated the project based on
14 their Cree Wirldview and 50 years of experience
15 with hydroelectric devel opnent. These assessnents
16 are presented in the Keeyask Cree Nations

17 envi romental evaluation reports, and are part of
18 our joint inpact statenent. They have been given
19 equal wei ght and respect along with technical

20 sci ence.

21 The other track was |ead by the

22 partnership, including Manitoba Hydro and the

23 partner First Nations. This track assessed the
24 effects of the project in terns that are

25 consi stent with Federal and Provincial regulatory
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1 requi renents. This track included preparation of

2 a techni cal science-based environnental

3 assessnment, which is also provided in the

4 partnership's environnmental inpact statenents.

5 These two tracks, however, should not
6 be thought of as two silos, but rather a necessary
7 way to incorporate and understand two ways of

8 | ooking at the project. The project and the

9 assessnment are infinitely better as a result of

10 this coll aboration, and mark an unprecedent ed

11 approach in the history of Manitoba Hydro, and we
12 believe in environnental assessnents everywhere.
13 These arrangenents for working

14 together were negotiated early on through a year
15 2000 agreenent in principle between Manitoba Hydro
16 and Tataskweyak Cree Nation, and were ultimately
17 formalized in the environnmental regulatory

18 process -- excuse ne, environnental and regulatory
19 protocol included in the Joint Keeyask Devel opnent
20 Agreenent that was signed by all of the parties.
21 The Keeyask EI'S process has incl uded
22 i ntense consul tation, discussion and

23 comuni cati ons; hours, days, nonths and years.

24  This invol ved each partner First Nations

25 conducting its own intensive consultation process
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1 with its nenbers and within their own communities.

2 For exanple, between the period of 1998 and 2009
3 the Cree Nation partners, Tataskweyak Cree Nation
4 and War Lake First Nation, held nearly 2,100

5 i nformation negotiation reference group general

6 menber ship and youth neetings related to the

7 Keeyask generation project. York Factory First

8 Nati on and Fox Lake Cree Nation al so undert ook

9 i ntensi ve processes which are explained in nore
10 detail in the EI'S subm ssion.
11 The partner First Nations reviewed al

12 aspects of the EIS and it could not be filed until
13 there was agreenent on its contents. Throughout
14 the partner First Nations have maintained their
15 identity, integrity and strengthened their

16 i nfluence and capacity.

17 As well, we have undertaken extensive
18 public consultation process throughout Manitoba,
19 as well as hol ding open houses in Wnnipeg and in
20 Brandon. These neetings were open to al

21 st akehol ders who wanted to participate. This

22 process has provi ded opportunities for

23 comunities, groups and organi zations to |learn

24 about the project and to provide input into the

25 project. Three rounds of formal public
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1 i nvol venent took place between June 2008 and

2 July 2013 for a total of 74 events. Public

3 i nvol venent events included neetings and sessions
4 with chiefs and councils, nunicipal |eaders,

5 representative organi zati ons such as MKO and the
6 KTC tribal council, through community neetings,

7 wor kshops and open houses. Over the five years in
8 excess of 30 groups, conmunities, organizations

9 were invited to participate, including Cross Lake
10 First Nation/Pimcikamak Oki mawi n, Shamatt awa

11 First Nation, as well as the Manitoba Metis

12 Federation. Cross Lake First Nation/Pi m ci kamak
13 ki mawi n and Mani t oba Hydro continue to neet

14 reqgularly through the Northern Fl ood Agreenent

15 Article 9 consultation process which includes

16 ongoi ng di scussi ons about the project. The

17 Mani t oba Metis Federation and Manitoba Hydro

18 continue to neet to explore the interests of its
19 menbers in the project area.

20 Fol l owi ng nore than 30 neetings over
21 several years an agreenment was reached in the

22 summer of 2013 on a work plan to undertake a Metis
23 specific traditional |and use and know edge study
24  and a soci o-econom c assessnent. Shamattawa First

25 Nation participated in rounds 2 and 3 of the
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1 public invol venent process. Peguis First Nation

2 had an opportunity to participate in the initial
3 process, and after application for participant

4 status was invited to a workshop as part of the

5 round 3 public involvenent process.

6 Most inportantly, the partner First

7 Nati ons have been influential and effective in

8 identifying and advocating neasures to reduce the
9 project's environnmental effects based on their

10 know edge of the land and their experience with
11 previ ous projects. They have substantially shaped
12 project plans and the overall environnental

13 assessnment process. Their early involvenent and
14 participation resulted in nodifying the design,
15 size, location of the project, and hel ped to

16 identify neasures to avoid, reduce and mtigate
17 adverse project environnental effects and to

18 enhance positive benefits.

19 Qur partners also influenced pl ans

20 that were nmade for clearing the reservoir,

21 waterways managenent, ice nonitoring, navigation
22 and hazard marking, as well as reclamation of

23 di sturbed sites.

24 Synmbol i cally, but notably, the Keeyask

25 Cree Nations changed the project name from Gul |
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1 Rapi ds to Keeyask, the Cree word for Gull. It was

2 a signal and a sign that their participation would
3 be influential and pivotal, and it has been. The
4 result has been a thoughtful, carefully planned

5 and designed project, and I will briefly describe
6 it to you.

7 | f approved, the Keeyask Generation

8 Project will be built within the Split Lake

9 resource nanagenent area i medi ately upstream of
10 St ephen' s Lake between two exi sting Manitoba Hydro
11 generating stations, Kelsey developed in the late
12 1950s and Kettle developed in the early 1970s. It
13 is an area traditionally used by all of the

14 partner First Nations. The nearest communities

15 are Split Lake, hone of the Tataskweyak Cree

16 Nation to the west, and Bird, hone of Fox Lake

17 Cree Nation. G llam the home of Mnitoba Hydro's
18 operation centre and Fox Lake Cree Nation, it is
19 31 kilometres to the east of the Keeyask

20 Generation Project. War Lake First Nation at

21 Il ford on the Hudson Bay railway |ine, and York

22 Factory First Nation at York Landing on Split Lake
23 are | ocated sout hwest of the project.

24 Mani t oba Hydro nade a busi ness

25 decision, in response to First Nation proposals,
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to negotiate partnership arrangenents with these

First Nations in part based on their proximty to
the project and their historical relationship with
Mani t oba Hydro. In this way we could provide
t hese conmunities with an opportunity to have a
say in and benefit fromthese future devel opments.

The Keeyask Generation Project will be
a 695-negawatt hydroel ectric generating station
Wi th seven units with supporting infrastructure
| ocated at @ull, or Keeyask Rapids, at the |ower
Nel son River, 180 kil ometres northeast of
Thonpson. In addition to the seven unit power
house, the generating station will include a seven
base spillway, three dans, two dykes and a
reservoir. The spillway will manage surplus river
fl ows that exceeds the capacity of the power
house, and the dans and dykes will contain the
reservoir created upstream of the principa
structures. The reservoir level will be operated
within a narrow one netre range. The full supply
| evel, being 159 netres, and the m ni mum operating
| evel of 158 netres.

The supporting infrastructure wll
i nclude permanent north and south access roads,

with a north access road now under construction
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under the Keeyask Infrastructure Project. | wll
2 speak a little bit about the project in a mnute.
3 The supporting infrastructure also includes a

4 transm ssion tower spur, a comrunications tower,
5 borrow areas, excavated material placenent areas,
6 boat | aunches, a portage and public safety

7 nmeasures. Once the project is constructed, the
8 north and south access roads will be connected

9 withthe project and will be integrated into the
10 Provi nci al hi ghway networKk.

11 The project will also include plant
12 operations and decomm ssi oni ng of tenporary

13 infrastructure, such as the construction canp

14 facilities as well as work areas after the

15 construction is conpl eted.

16 If built, Keeyask is estimated to cost
17 $6.2 billion and will be the fourth | argest

18 generating station in Manitoba, with an average
19 annual electricity production of 4400 gi gawatt

20 hours. This is enough power to power

21 approxi mately 400, 000 hornes.

22 Subj ect to regul atory approval,

23 project construction will begin in md 2014, with
24  first power to be produced in 2019. And

25 construction and rehabilitation of the site will
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1 be conpleted in 2022; an eight and a half year

2 process.

3 There are two projects al so associ at ed
4 wth the Keeyask Ceneration Project. The first

5 one, which | nentioned earlier, the Keeyask

6 Infrastructure Project, was approved, got

7 regul atory approval in 2011. |Its construction is
8 currently creating enploynent and will assist in
9 enabling the tinmely construction of the Keeyask
10 Generation Project. Like the Keeyask Generation
11 Project, the infrastructure project is owned by
12 t he Keeyask Hydropower Limted.

13 The Keeyask Transm ssion Project,

14 which will be owned by Manitoba Hydro, includes
15 various transm ssion |ines and switching stations
16 and is awaiting regulatory approval. |Its

17 conpletion is planned to coincide with the

18 proposed 2019 Keeyask Generating Station first

19 power .

20 There is no doubt that the project

21 without mtigation would cause environnmental and
22 soci o-econom c effects, sonme with the potential to
23 be significant. To avoid this, the partnership
24 has or will mtigate, renedi ate, conpensate for

25 t hese effects using past experience of Aboriginal
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1 traditional know edge, and state of the art

2 scientific and engi neering techni ques.

3 The nost telling exanple of the

4 partnershi p bal anci ng envi ronnental considerations
5 agai nst financial ones was the scal ed reduction of
6 the plant fromthe original design of 1150

7 megawatt pl ant whi ch woul d have fl ooded 183 square
8 kil ometres, to the proposed 695-negawatt pl ant

9 that will flood about 45 square kilonetres, |ess
10 than a quarter as much.

11 | want to specifically comment on

12 sturgeon, or namao in Cree, because they are so
13 culturally and spiritually inmportant to the Cree
14  people, and because of their special status as a
15 heritage species in Manitoba. Sturgeon have been
16 desi gnat ed as endangered and are bei ng consi dered
17 for being |isted under the Species at Ri sk Act.

18 We believe that sturgeon in the Keeyask region

19 will be better off with the Keeyask project than
20 without it. A conmbination of mtigation nmeasures,
21 i ncl udi ng habi tat enhancenent and a | arge scal e
22 stocking programis integral to the project.

23 These neasures will not only maintain existing

24 stocks of sturgeon, but will increase overal

25 nunbers in the region. Plus the enornpbus anount
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1 of know edge col |l ected on sturgeon through the

2 Keeyask study will contribute to the ongoing

3 managenent and the protection of sturgeon

4  throughout Manitoba.

5 O her key aspects in the environnenta
6 assessnent are; Caribou effects will be mnimzed
7 by limting clearing and bl asting during cal ving
8 season. Wth respect to nercury, fish and human
9 health, mtigation nmeasures have been devel oped so
10 partner First Nations nenbers can eat fish safely.
11 Water quality effects will be nanaged to avoid

12 harnful effects to aquatic life. Flooding,

13 erosion, sedinentation and debris will be

14 mtigated through the inplenentation of reservoir
15 cl earing plans, waterway nanagemnment program and a
16  sedi nent managenent plan.

17 There are nmany benefits of the project
18 for the partner First Nations, including there

19 will be business opportunities through direct

20 negoti ated contracts valued at 203 mllion in

21 addition to suppl enental work.

22 Secondl y, enpl oynent nechani sns

23 t hrough the direct negotiated contracts, the

24 Bur nt wood Nel son agreenent preference provisions

25 and the operational jobs framework that are




Keeyask Gillam September 24, 2013

Page 37
1 designed to optim ze partner First Nations

2 enpl oynent. The Joi nt Keeyask Devel opnent

3 Agreenent includes a project enploynment target of
4 630 person years during construction of the

5 project, and a target of 182 jobs in Manitoba

6 Hydro's operations. This target is to be achieved
7 t hrough 20 years of funding comm tnent that

8 i ncludes col | aboration between the First Nations

9 and Manit oba Hydro.

10 Third, a $60 nillion pre-project

11 training initiative was inplenmented to train

12 menbers for enploynent for Wiswati m Keeyask and
13 ot her industries. As well going forward, there

14 wll be on-the-job training prograns at the

15 Keeyask Generation Project that will provide

16 further training opportunities for the partner

17 First Nations.

18 Fourth, the partner First Nations have
19 an opportunity to beconme equity partners through
20 t he purchase of up to 25 per cent ownership shares
21 in the project that will generate future incone

22 streans for their communities. Mre generally,

23 the project will also benefit Manitobans at |arge.
24 It wll create nore than 4,000 person years of

25 enpl oyment that will help build skills, capacity
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and experi ence.

2 Finally, the project will be a major
3 contributor to Manitoba's economy by generating
4 revenues to power sales locally and to custoners
5 in other provinces and the U.S. Earnings wll

6 flowto the partner communities through their

7 equity investnment, as well as to the Province

8 t hrough Manitoba Hydro. These revenues w ||

9 contribute to Manitoba having anong t he | owest
10 cost electricity service in North Anmerica, and
11 produce long term secure, renewable energy for
12 Mani t obans and our export custoners.

13 Keeyask provi des an innovative nodel
14 for First Nations and corporate partnership that
15 has been specifically and locally designed to

16 ensure that the partner First Nations have an

17 ongoing role in the governance of the project as
18 menbers of the partnership board and vari ous

19 commttees for enploynent, construction and

20 monitoring. The First Nations wll also have

21 i npl enentation offices to manage the project

22 related activities. They will play a major role
23 in the environnental protection program which

24 i ncl udes ongoi ng nonitoring progranms that wll

25 i ncl ude Aboriginal traditional know edge.




Keeyask Gillam September 24, 2013

Page 39
1 In sumary, we see this as a new era

2 of partnership, and the First Nation partners are
3 involved in all aspects. The project is

4 consistent with Federal and Provincial principles
5 of sustainabl e devel opnment. The partnership has

6 al so addressed potential project inpacts through

7 mtigation neasures and offsetting progranms such

8 as alternative |location resource harvesting and

9 nonitoring prograns that will allow us to review
10 actual effects and respond accordingly.

11 The partnership is convinced that its
12 environnment al assessnent will denonstrate that the
13 adverse effects of the project with the mtigation
14 as planned can be effectively managed.

15 Hydroel ectric power generation renains
16 the nost environnental |y sustainable and cost

17 effective bulk electricity supply alternative in
18 the world, with virtually no em ssions conpared to
19 coal or natural gas. These are qualities that our
20 Mani t oba and our export custoners val ue as they

21 nove forward in greening their own operations and
22 econom es. Wen viewed globally, the project wll
23 create a net benefit and we will show the

24 environmental risks associated with the proposed

25 devel opnent are relatively |low and readily
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1 managenment .

2 Thank you. We |ook forward to these
3 hearings and the rigorous exam nati on of a project
4 in which we truly believe.

5 THE CHAI RVAN:.  Thank you,

6 Ms. Zbigniew cz. Does that conclude the

7 partnership's presentation for today?

8 M5. ZBIGNIEWCZ: Yes, it does.

9 THE CHAI RVMAN: | woul d suggest we take
10 about a ten mnute break, come back at 4:30, and
11 if there are any nenbers in the audi ence who have
12 any questions of the partnership and the
13 presentation this afternoon, they may ask them at
14 that tinme. Oherwise, we will open the floor to
15 oral presentations. So cone back at 4:30 sharp
16 M5. JOHNSON: Just before we break,

17 can | put the presentation on the record as

18 G1I1-017

19 THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

20 (EXH BIT 1: Presentation by the

21 part ner shi p)

22

23 THE CHAI RMAN: W have not nuch nore
24 than ten or twelve mnutes until we will break for

25 the afternoon. But if there are any nenbers of
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1 t he audi ence or general public who have any

2 guestions of the partnership in respect of sone of
3 what we have seen today, they can cone up and ask
4 those questions now. |If there are any nenbers of
5 t he audi ence who wi sh to nake a presentation right
6 now, you are welcone to cone up and do that right
7 now. Alternatively, we will have a coupl e of

8 hours this evening. W wll adjourn in a few

9 nonents or mnutes, and we will reconvene at

10 7:00 o' clock for about two hours, and if anyone
11 wishes to nake presentations and | et nenbers of
12 t he panel know your thoughts about this project,
13 or if you know ot her people who weren't here this
14 afternoon who would like to do that, please

15 encourage themto conme out this evening from 7: 00
16 until about 9:00 p.m

17 So if there is nobody who wants to

18 conme up and either ask questions or nake a

19 presentation right now, | think we nmay adjourn.
20 Chi ef Spence, do you have any thing you wish to
21 say at this tine before we adjourn for the

22 aft ernoon?

23 CH EF SPENCE: No.

24 THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you. So we wil |

25 adj ourn now, we will reconvene at 7:00 o' cl ock.
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1 (Adj ourned at 5:00 p.m)

2 Upon commencing at 7: 00 p. m

3 CHI EF SPENCE: Good afternoon, ny nane
4 is Walter Spence, I'mthe Chief of Fox Lake. |

5 want to wel conme you back to this evening' s round

6 of Keeyask hearings. Earlier this afternoon we

7 had an opening prayer. W had presentations by

8 Fox Lake and Manitoba Hydro, and we had an

9 opportunity to hear fromthe Chair of the C ean

10 Envi ronnental Conmm ssion. So, we won't be

11 repeating all of our speeches because we went

12 through it all, but for some of them sone of our
13 menbers who are arriving for our round two of the
14 hearings, | will just say that the presence of the
15 Comm ssi on nmenbers here is inportant because it

16 marks the first tinme in history that Fox Lake has
17 been a partner of Manitoba Hydro in the planning
18 for and devel opnent of a hydroelectric dam in

19 which we will participate as a nmenber for the life
20 of the project.

21 The Conmmission is here to hear from
22 our nenbership about their feelings, questions,

23 concerns, and approval of the details of the

24  project. The Conm ssion wants to hear your

25 feelings about the Joint Keeyask Devel opnment
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1 Agreenment and the Adverse Effects Agreenent

2 intended to avoid, mtigate and conpensate for the
3 horrendous i npacts whi ch our people of Fox Lake

4 know too well from prior hydroelectric projects.

5 So | want to give it over to the

6 Chair. And again, | welconme you back for this

7 eveni ng, round two.

8 THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you, Chief
9 Spence.
10 As Chi ef Spence said in his brief

11 comments, we are here this evening to hear from
12 menbers of this community. W would like to hear
13 what nenbers of this community, or any of the

14 nei ghbori ng communiti es who m ght be here this

15 evening, what their views are on this proposed

16 developnent. We would |ike to hear how it m ght
17 or will affect you. W would also |like to hear

18 whether or not you think it should be constructed,
19 and if so, what neasures need to be taken.

20 Chi ef Spence noted that a nunber of

21 t hese neasures have al ready been addressed in the
22 Joi nt Keeyask Devel opnent Agreenent, and even nore
23 particularly in the Adverse Effects Agreenents.

24  But we would like to hear from i ndividuals what

25 your views are on that.
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1 So what | would like to do nowis

2 invite anybody in the audi ence who wi shes to nake
3 a presentation to conme up to the front and tell us
4 what you are thinking about this project and

5 whether you think it should go ahead as pl anned.

6 And if nobody cones up and says

7 anything to us, you know, it is going to be a very
8 qui et evening. W' ve cone up here to hear from

9 menbers of this community, so please cone up and
10 say your piece if you wish. Anybody wi sh to say

11 anyt hi ng, pl ease conme forward.

12 Yes, sir, cone up to the front, there
13 is a mke there. W can all hear you.

14 MR. JOHN SPENCE: Hi, ny nane is John
15 Spence, I'mfromGllam a permanent resident.

16 lived here all of ny life, and | watched Hydro

17 start fromthe beginning, fromKettle, Long

18 Spruce, Linmestone. Now they are buil ding Keeyask,
19 and then | hear they are tal king about buil di ng
20 Conawapa. Everything is on the nove apparently,
21 as far as | hear fromnmy group of people, the Fox
22 Lake band. | keep asking them what is happeni ng,
23 what is happening? And the good answer is,

24 don't know, | don't know. Everything seens to be

25 strictly like confidential. Wy do you keep it
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1 confidential to our people, and yet they don't

2 understand politics? Like I do, it is a different
3 matter of life and work. And what |I'mhere to

4 sort of express a little bit, because |I'ma

5 per manent resident here, and |I'm on shaky ground

6 l[iving with Hydro here due to the fact that we

7 lived here all of our lives and constantly we are
8 watched, everything we do. Ever since Hydro noved
9 in here, we are watched. Even the Hydro boys t hat
10 drive around town, they will go report you to the
11 authorities and then they will get the authorities
12 to cone after us. I|I'ma living exanple here. |I'm
13 al ready going to court for harassment by a Hydro
14 enpl oyee. | don't know what is wong with him he
15 has got a good job, good pay.

16 And | had four heart attacks and |I'm
17 | ooking after ny son, and I am | ooking after ny

18 hone. Everybody else in town got everything, nice
19 new house, running water, everything. But the
20 thing is seeing what Hydro has done to our people
21 is sort of, hey, buddy, you could work for ne,
22 selective and favouritismto exercise, and they
23 get on there full time. And guess what they turn
24  around and do, drive around and -- oh, | seen this

25 guy over here, they tell their boss, and then once
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1 again the police -- see, I"'min the situation

2 right now, if | stay honme | get stal ked every day.
3 And |'m 56 years old, | ama single parent | ooking
4 after ny son, nobody helps nme. But it is al

5 right, God helps ne. | have faith up above, but

6 others | say, can you help ne? W wll see, we

7 will see. They will see nme go down -- not that
8 fast.
9 But I want to say Hydro, since Hydro

10 noved in here, they have been |like successful on
11 their novenent, on their devel opnent and

12 everything they do. Look at this nice building.

13 | renmenber they built this building when | was
14 living across the tracks. It was good, it was
15 good, but it was hard. | don't know how many

16 times | used to get smacked in the head by soneone
17 that works here. So I'msort of saying in a word,
18 there are differences, you know, bias and

19 whatever. And it is still dictating out there on
20 the street. How many tinmes a Hydro guy, enployee
21 gets in trouble out there, he gets a pat on the

22 back and has coffee nmaybe with the RCMP, doesn't
23 go to jail. And here if it is a native person

24 that gets into alittle hot water, and right away

25 the RCWP take themto jail or kick them out of




Keeyask Gillam September 24, 2013

Page 47
1 town, and yet he is a nenber of this community and

2 our land. Wy do things happen |ike that?

3 See, | will speak out. And | know

4 already that 1'mgoing to court, see, | haven't

5 done nothing, but I will do sonething. | stay at
6 home with nmy son. I'ma Cree Indian. | have

7 rights, don't I? O did Hydro take all of those

8 away? | don't know. But |I'mgiven the cold

9 shoul der, but I will still talk to the peopl e of
10 this world.

11 I"'ma citizen, |'mdoing okay. | get
12 $800 a nonth, | look after nmy child. And |

13 t hought when you are on disability you will get

14  something |ike $900 plus child, but not ne, oh not
15 that guy. But |I'mdoing okay. |I'mrelying on ny
16 grandpa's and grandma's faith, and Mdther Earth

17 that we rise from The Lord provided everything
18 for us out there, and today it is tanpered with by
19 Newcomners.

20 Vell, that's good if they want to nake
21 mllions of dollars, but how about giving us sone
22 mllions of dollars? Is 20 mllion too nuch when
23 they nmake how much -- | heard a nunber of $500

24 billion they invested in our resources, right here

25 in our back door, and still we get slapped in the
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1 face. How many tinmes | walk the streets here, |

2 get -- what is the word -- gossiping, mmcking,

3 Hydro people do that. You know, when you cone,

4  when you say sonething to nme |like that, hey, cone
5 on, let's go outside, let's deal with it, no cops
6 around. But they wll take off and go tell their
7 boss, Johnny did this and this and this.

8 Meanwhi | e they instigated everything.

9 | still live at home. And today | get
10 ny hot water, | boil it on the stove. | don't

11 have no hot water tank hooked up. Sure, they gave
12 me a hot water tank. Who hooked it up? Nobody.
13 Il will put ny pail of water on the stove. It is
14 better than going back across the tracks and

15 getting firewood, chopping, and hauling water in a
16 pail like the old ways | used to do. | stil

17 remenber living up there, I would like to go back
18 up there, it is peaceful. No Hydro guys wll

19 drive by there like every day, my house every day.
20 | just live the next corner fromthis building,
21 this Fox Lake band housing house. And I'm a Fox
22 Lake band nenber. That house was built in 1970.
23 It is a reserve house, ny fam |y nenbers were
24 living there, they passed it on to us. Finally I

25 got a house, they gave it to ne. But ny brother
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1 had it before nme, he tried to tear it down, but ny

2 sister told nme, you have it, nove in there. R ght

3 on, | got a hone.
4 Hey, guess what, | found a partner and
5 we had a kid. | stopped drinking, under the court

6 order, and | changed ny life around for that, for
7 ny kid, for the better. And still | get harassed

8 and nocked.

9 And | go to the post office, | get

10 nocked verbally too. | tell soneone, hey, can you
11 help me? | will tell soneone -- they don't wite
12 not hi ng down, no, no, nothing. And still today I
13 will talk to all of you guys. Even court day, |
14 go and speak ny piece in court, I will carry ny

15 Treaty Card and say | didn't do nothing wong.

16 Today I'mhere to tell you that Hydro
17 has successfully got their way. They are

18 mllionaires, they are still devel opi ng dans and
19 danms. | have no objections, no way. But |ast

20 year when | heard ny uncle was getting harassed to
21 go hunting, and he lives in Bird. Apparently sone
22 Hydro guy approached hi mand said, hey, get off

23 this land, you are on Hydro property. | al nost

24 said -- | was going to go see ny uncle and tel

25 himto | ook up Treaty 5, what the Governnent of
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1 Canada set up a Treaty land for us. They are al

2 over our land and we can't say nothing or do

3 not hing. And then they say they are hel ping us.

4 The gane warden will come out there

5 with a helicopter or sonething, carrying a gun,

6 and who is beside him the RCMP too. That's

7 diversity. | will keep quiet, | don't want to get
8 shot or get thrown in jail.

9 You see, we are prisoners on our |and.
10 Qur people are not here because they are

11 protesting today. W don't want nothing new, we
12 are not getting nothing. Hydro got it all, Hydro
13 world, Hydro river. |Is this Hydro sky? | don't
14 know about that yet.

15 But | keep telling people, tell your
16 sons to go to school, not the way I was, you know,

17 a drunken al coholic famly was ny environment.

18 But | upgraded nyself, | went to Saskatoon to
19 school, | went to Wnnipeg. | worked in different
20 places, in the oil rigs. Today | just -- the only

21 thing | have in ny life is nmy class one driver's
22 licence, and | just drive, that's all, pin to pin
23 now. Don't do nothing nuch because of ny heart
24 condition. | take ny pills every day, and | pray

25 that I make it through for my son. | don't want
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1 to go, son, | want to grow up with you, | want to

2 see you graduate, | want to see this. Sonething |
3 didn't do.

4 | went to school here. | graduated

5 out the back door, | ran out the back door because

6 the Goddam teacher was grabbing nmy hair and

7 grabbing my ears and -- hey, that's torture to ne
8 today. But | left there, but I kick nyself in the
9 pants that | did that. | wi sh | graduated, |

10 would probably have a nice Hydro job or sonething.

11 But that's gone.

12 Now | talk to nmy son, you go to schoo
13 every day, | amgoing to take you as long as |

14 live. Maybe you will not see ne tonorrow because
15 of ny heart condition, but we will keep on one day

16 at a tine.

17 And what drives nme crazy, when he

18 cones hone and tells ne a negative thing that

19 happens to himwhile he is comi ng honme from

20 school. But | always nmake himsit down, | ook at
21 me, son, who said what to you? And he will open
22 up and say, a blonde-haired kid was swearing at

23 me, you fucking Indians, you stink and that. Ch,
24 that's good enough, son, | lived through that too.

25 | went to that GIllamschool, | used to hear those
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1 words all of the tinme. Still today, secretly,

2 they are still doing it to our kids. Getting

3 brain washed gradually, to ne that's not right.

4 Today I'm 56, today | go out there, if
5 | see anybody nonkeying around wi th kids, hey,

6 don't do that. Let's go back there, I wll take

7 care of you. | ama nman of ny own cali ber,

8 don't go picking on kids or anybody el se, but

9 today | straightened out, for 20 years | didn't

10 drink. | lost ny famly because she started

11 dri nki ng and found another partner. Hey, | can't
12 tell you what to do, but be careful, I"mgoing to
13 take our son, | wll stay sober, |ook after him
14 And there | live in the Hydro town.

15 Hydro built a nice towmn. | like this town, |

16 lived here all ny life. And what bothers ne is

17 newconmer s com ng here nocking us, and then the

18 police will conme around. It is not right to

19 harass us Fox Lake band people, we are neutral
20 already. W don't -- sone of us can't even go out
21 hunting. Like nyself, | used to love it out
22 there, hunting and trapping and everything. Today
23 | can't because the gane warden or RCVP wil |
24 gquestion me. And I wll just say, you are
25 harassing nmy Treaty, | have got ny Treaty Card.
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1 And they will lead on. And I will say, hey,

2 that's ny uncle's trapline, what are you talking

3 about? Things like that.

4 But like I say, a lot of these Hydro
5 guys, hey, you are doing a good job. | have a guy
6 from Bar bados here, |I'm not prejudiced or

7 anyt hing, but | have different friends all around
8 town. They work for Hydro. Keep up the good

9 work. But I tell my friends too, hey, take it

10 easy, watch out for cops, they are driving around
11  watching us, constantly, every day. Like today I
12 feel like a prisoner at hone.

13 Already | got to go to court defending
14 ny hone, ny grounds. For a few years this one

15 Hydro guy has been stal king me. | have been going

16 to the RCWP a nunber of tinmes to get help. Now

17 I'"'mframed, | have got to go to court.
18 But I want to say Hydro is doing
19 pretty good. But I will let you know, a | ot of

20 peopl e are not here, they are hurt, they are

21 boycotting this. This is the way they do it, |

22 don't want to hear them But ne, | always say

23 come on, conme on out, we nust speak, we nust speak
24  for our land, cone, although it hurts, just say

25 sonmething. But they get all |ocked up. Like I
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1 feel choked up right now, I'mscared -- |'m not

2 scared, you guys are not going to shoot ne or

3 anything. | want to say that Hydro has done a | ot
4 of things, and still today they are active when

5 they are not working. How many tinmes do they go
6 out over there and go hunting, or fishing, take a
7 pl ane? They get to do everything. But us, if we
8 would do that the ganme warden will cone around, or
9 RCWP. Hey, why you bothering us? That |aw was

10 for you guys. We have our laws. CQur |aws respect
11 the land, don't do wong. W have our ways.

12 But I want to say that Hydro has done
13 pretty good buil ding danms and everything el se, but
14 | wsh they will be on the -- | don't know how to
15 say, on good grounds with us people that are not
16 wor king and that. W still live here.

17 And | mentioned once before in the

18 past that when they build that Kettle dam what do
19 they do about the mirrors they make when it's a
20 calmday, when the sun is shining? The reflection
21 fromthe sun radiation goes back up to the sky,

22 what does it do? It affects the ozone, right?

23 And they tal k about ozone effects. | don't know,
24 | don't know, | keep asking. But Hydro nmade t hat

25 too? | don't know.
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1 | want to say, |like there is a |lot of
2 people out there that | talked to -- like for 20
3 years | haven't drank and | still go out there and
4 talk to them what health condition | amin. |
5 just say it's getting better, let's talk about
6 this. And then when | get to them we got to go
7 to a band neeting, oh, sonething came up, we can't
8 go to the band neeting. Sonething else so they
9 carry on. A lot of these band neetings, | don't
10 go to al so, because |I'msure they are doi ng okay,
11 |"mout of there. But | got to | ook after ne and
12 nmy son.
13 But | think Hydro is doing good for
14 the world, making dans and investing a | arge
15 anount of noney and profits. But | think us
16 peopl e of the | and should be considered a little
17 nore. They are making billions and billions, you
18 know, noney, noney every day. | think we should
19 be there at the table too, |ike, hey partner, you
20 are | ooki ng good today, peace. Thank you very
21 much.
22 THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you. Now has
23 M. Spence inspired any others of you to cone
24  forward and nmake a presentation? If you would
25 like to, please cone forward now?
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1 MR. DICK: Can you hear ne, because

2 kind of lost my voice and | can't talk very good.
3 Anyway, ny nane is Sanson Dick. | was born in

4  Slave Lake but | grew up here in Gllamsince |ate
5 1930s. M folks, they noved here about 1937,

6 sonewhere around there.

7 Anyway, G llamwas very rich them

8 days, you know. We had everything fromlittle

9 birds to large birds sat there on the ground, and
10 small animals, large aninmals, we used to have

11 everything. W didn't go to the store to buy sone
12 meat sonetines, we would just get our own neat.

13 Nowadays, all of that stuff is gone. W don't

14 even see chickens or sonething, even the little

15 birds, they are all gone, there is none around

16 anynore. | don't know what -- maybe they noved

17 sonewheres else, | don't know, or sonme of themare

18 dyi ng maybe.

19 Besi des, when | was out working here,
20 just before 1957 | was working, it was still good,
21 there was still lots of animals and | ots of birds

22 and bees. Yet when | canme back in the 1970s, big
23 change. All | seeis a lot of water and | ots of
24  power lines and that's -- all that stuff, they

25 chased everything away. Even our fish, they are
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1 not good nowadays either. W used to have, we

2 used to get all kinds of fish from Sturgeon to

3 Jack Fish, all kinds of fish we had used to taste
4 good, they taste nice. Now you eat fish today,

5 "1l bet you wouldn't eat it yourself because it

6 doesn't taste like fish anynore.

7 Al that stuff that floats, it is kind
8 of |ike green sonetinmes fromthe sedinment, all of
9 that stuff, all of that green stuff is stuck on

10 the net. Wiere did that cone fronf Al of that
11  stuff cones fromthe danms. Lots of rust on their
12 steel and the cenent, | mean, that rust, they

13 throw it away i nstead.

14 W were happy, everybody was happy and

15 at peace.

16 Vel l, anyway, we used to have five

17 stores, and they are small, just small little town
18 in themdays, still used to have five stores.

19 When Hydro noved in, | don't know, they even

20 bul | dozed sone of our houses. There used to be a
21 | ot of houses just along the river |Iine here.

22 Some of those people found out -- | know soneone,
23 one |lady was crying, they noved out her

24  belongings, they didn't even tell her that her

25 house was knocked down.
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1 That' s what happened to us, you know.

2 Now we don't have nothing. W don't have not hing
3 out of it. They don't even give us houses, or if
4 they give us houses but they are cheap built, but
5 t he houses don't |ast |ong, maybe five years and

6 that's it. Then they bring trailers from

7 Sundance, they have already been used fromthe

8 1960s.

9 That's what happened to us. And

10 nobody sai d nothing, Chief and Council, nobody

11 said nothing. Wy are they Chief and Council, why
12 is that? They don't even talk to you for us.

13 That's their job to talk. W hardly see them W
14 hardly see the Chief either. They don't even

15 listen to the people. The Chief, they won't talk
16 to their people. But herein Gllam we don't see
17 nobody, they don't even cone to church or not hing.
18 Even we never see themin church. | don't know
19 why we call them Chief and Council, they don't

20 | ook after their people. That's what | wanted to
21 know. Sonetimes | go to the office and tal k, but
22 they won't -- about those houses they knocked

23 down, nobody said nothing, we never even heard

24 nothing at all. That's all Hydro's, they nmade

25 their own buildings. And this used to be ours,
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1 our own buildings, all around Gllamhere. It is

2 all our land where we lived. People were living
3 in Cross Lake, people was living here, just the

4 other side of the overpass. They had a little

5 comunity, they had a little store in there too.

6 So we live all around Gllam Even Fox Lake,

7 Hydro called it Atkinson, and we don't I|ike that,
8 we changed back to Fox Lake because it is our

9 | ake. And this here, Stephen's Lake they call it,
10 we are going to change that. There was no |ake in
11 there at all, it is all flooded out, it is al

12 forebay. Wiy did they call it Stephen's Lake?

13 They killed the fish and they killed
14 the birds, they even killed the animals. In fact
15 they even killed people. W lost a |lot of our

16 peopl e, even the young people are dying. They

17 never used to be like that before.

18 After all of this town conmes up, a |ot
19 of things happening, a |ot of people dying, cancer
20 comes up. | knowit was transfornmers, you know,
21  when the wind spreads themall over the pl ace,

22 they are flying around all over the place with

23 radi ation. Sonetines there is transforners, they
24 | eak. | know one of themtransforners blew up

25 here at Kettle about two years ago, | think, a
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1 year or two years, sonething like that. There was

2 | ots of snoke, there was bl ack snoke in there.

3 Hydro never does nothing, never even says not hing.
4 So | figured that's where all of that sickness

5 come from

6 In the 1940s when | was living, | was

7 just young, everybody was okay, there was not much
8 si ckness. Everybody is okay until the Hydro noved

9 i n, everything happening.

10 So we wanted to know, you have to get
11 sonmething out of it, you know It's never too
12 |ate to get sonething out of that. | heard a | ot

13 of tinmes, no noney, no noney. That's what | hear
14 when | want to get help a little bit, no noney.
15 That's what | heard. That noney never st ops.

16 That noney is just going around, it never stops.
17 How can there be no noney? W all die, that noney
18 wll still be going, it never stops. Al | heard
19 is no noney, but that's all. That's just an

20 excuse | think. There is no way they can't help
21 peopl e. Money never stops. Like |l said, we wll
22 all die and noney will still be going. Young

23 people will *** -- it will never stop. Wy do

24  they say no noney, no noney? It is just a big

25 excuse for that.
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One tinme here | wanted to go to ny

friend's funeral in Split Lake. | asked for noney
to buy gas for ny truck. They said no noney --
they just give me $20 bill. What the hell is a
$20 bill worth? You go drive out, you get stuck
over there, you can't come back with the $20 bill.
| know what is happening, you know.
That's why there is no noney. They are the ones
who spend noney. Peopl e know when they spend
noney, they can't even get noney fromthe band.
They said we got three dans here
already. And dans -- | don't know how many dans
on the Big River. They have a dam at Kel sey and
Jenpeg. Wiere does all of that noney go? How
many people pay? Sonetines nmy Hydro bill is over
400 bucks. Last time it was $450 a nonth out of
ny pension. And | gotta eat, and | gotta pay the
Hydro bill, and for water, water and sewer. |
used to the pay the house too, but finally they
stopped that. | paid that house for about 15
years, | guess, before they stopped it. \Were
does all of that noney go? They never repay ny
house. $200 a nmonth for 15 years, that's a | ot of
noney, a pile of noney, and | never get no hel p.

| get ny sanme | oans and do sonme work inside,
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1 not hing at all.
2 So | don't know, | don't know if
3 sonebody pocketed that noney or what, | don't

4  know, sonething like that. That's the way | see

5 it anyway.

6 Yeah, the people used to live all over
7 the place. The people used to live right down

8 close to the highway. They used to call that

9 Moose Noose, Small Mbose Noose, and the Large

10 Mbose Noose on the other side. Nowit is all in
11 one, it is all flooded out. Wat people was

12 living on, it is all under water. That one too.
13 And they had a graveyard in there, it is all under
14  water, but nobody even do nothing. Everything is
15 under water.

16 Yeah, it used to be nice, it used to
17 be nice all the tine in the 1940s, until the Hydro
18 canme, we used to have everything. W didn't need
19 to go to the store. But we went to the store for
20 medi cal and small| stuff and that's it. Sometines
21  we buy our lard, and we get our own stuff fromthe
22 bush.
23 All of this area all around G || am was
24 nice, all kinds of berries. People used to pick

25 berries and sell themto the store, sonetines to
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the train. Now today you can't pick berries at

all. Everything is gone.

You can't even cut a tree, and Hydro
is making Skidoo trails all over the place. If we
cut one tree, we get hell. You can't cut a tree,
that's what they told us. Wiy is that? It is our
| and, we can do anything that we want. Wy can
Hydro be making this Skidoo trail anywhere they
want? There is lots of themall over the place.
Can't even set the rabbit snare, they run over it.

And Hydro is happy, they have a | ot of
dans. They figure that they don't destroy
anyt hing, but they destroy a lot of lands. And a
| ot of power lines are sort of -- sonetines,
sonetimes the caribou, they won't even cone to
close to the line. They nake a | ot of noise when
it is windy. They used to cone through, before
they used to cone to pass the houses, go by -- go
south, in the fall they go south. | don't know
how far south they go, but in the springtine they
all go back to the north, thousands of them Now
sonetinmes they don't even cone around at all.

Sanme thing with the birds, sane thing
with |arge aninmals, |ike noose used to be al

around here, and nuskrats and beavers. There used
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1 to be alot of those littles creeks, but all those

2 creeks, they all went dry, there is no nore water
3 in them You used to be able to go trapping al

4 around here in Gllam there used to be a |ot of
5 peopl e trapping. They didn't have to go far. So
6 t he dam cones up, everything went dry, no nore

7 creeks.

8 THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you, M. D ck.
9 MR DICK: There is a lot of stuff
10 gone, that's it. | don't know what is going to

11 happen next. Two nore danms com ng up, what is

12 goi ng to happen now? There has to be sone nore

13 power |ines com ng up, nore roads com ng up.

14 Probably we won't have any left. Like we used to
15 do a long tine ago, there is no nore of that

16 stuff, they are all gone. W used to have al

17 ki nds of nedicine fromthe bush, we used to get

18 our own nedicine fromthe bush before the road --
19 before the hospital, we got our own nedicine. Now
20 all of that is gone too. Medicine plants, we used
21 to have all kinds of those, but now they are al

22 gone too it seens. They have machinery all over
23 the place in the bush, you know. Power |ines,

24  they cut the bush for the power lines and all of

25 that stuff, they kill everything. That's it.
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1 Thank you.
2 THE CHAI RVMAN:  Thank you, M. Dick.
3 I s there anyone el se wi shes to make a

4 presentation? Anybody el se wishing to make a

5 present ati on?

6 What we will do, we are not going to
7 shut it down yet, but we will just sort of take a
8 time out. And if anybody decides in the next few
9 m nutes they would like to say sonething, please
10 et me or the Conm ssion secretary know, and we
11  will very quickly reconvene. So we are not going
12 to adjourn for the evening yet, but we will just
13 take a time out until others wish to nake

14 present ations.

15 (Recessed at 7:47 p.m)

16 THE CHAI RMAN: Has anyone deci ded t hey
17 want to come and nake a presentation? It's the
18 | atest offer, if anyone wi shes to nmake a

19 presentation, please conme forward?

20 Vell, we wil wait alittle while
21 longer. We will wait about another 15 or 20
22 m nutes, so there is still an opportunity for you

23 to make a presentation. Just |let me know and we
24  wll reconvene. GCkay. W wll have another tine

25 out then for about another 15 or 20 m nutes, and
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1 i f nobody cones forward then, we will close for

2 t he eveni ng.

3 (Recessed at 7:55 p.m)

4 THE CHAI RMAN:  Back on the record now.
5 One |l ast chance if anybody wi shes to say anyt hing,
6 one |ast chance?

7 In that case, | think we will adjourn
8 for the evening. W do reconvene tonorrow

9 afternoon in Bird, | believe at 3:00 o' clock in
10 the afternoon.

11 Chi ef Spence?

12 CH EF SPENCE: (Good evening again. |
13 want to thank you for com ng out to our round two
14  of the Keeyask hearings. And I also want to thank
15 t he Conm ssioners for attending Fox Lake. And |
16 also want to thank sone of our Cree Nation

17 partners from TCN, War Lake and York Factory for
18 comng to Fox Lake. And in closing, | have asked

19 El der Sanmson Dick to say the closing prayer.

20 (d osing prayer)

21 (Concl uded at 8:18 p.m)
22

23

24

25
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