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1 MONDAY, APRIL 27, 2015

2 UPON COVMENCI NG AT 1: 00 P. M

3 THE CHAI RMAN: Good afternoon, we are
4 ready to go. W are a little delayed by probl ens
5 setting up the transcription. By |law we are

6 required to transcribe all of our public neetings.
7 My nanme is Terry Sargeant. |'mthe chair of the
8 Mani t oba Cl ean Environnment Comm ssion. Sone of

9 you are famliar faces that | have nmet on a nunber
10 of occasions here in Wnnipeg or up north. Wth
11 me on the panel are to ny immediate left, Bev

12 Suek, to ny right, Neil Harden and Edwin Yee. To
13 ny far right is Cathy Johnson, who is the

14 Comm ssion secretary. At the left end of this

15 table is Bob Arnstrong, who is our report witer,
16 and our transcriber is Cece Reid.

17 W were asked a nunber of years ago,
18 about three years ago, by the Mnister of

19 Conservation and Water Stewardship to conduct a
20 revi ew of Manitoba Hydro's application for a final
21 licence for the Lake Wnni peg Regul ati on. And

22 Lake Wnni peg Regul ation is the control works --
23 well, it is nore than just a control works, but it
24 all happens at the north end of Lake W nni peg,

25 basically from Norway House north to just this
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1 side of Cross Lake. The biggest piece of the Lake

2 W nni peg Regul ation is the Jenpeg Generating

3 Station and control structure.

4 W have to date held a nunber of

5 nmeetings in comunities in Northern Mnitoba and
6 then all around the shoreline of Lake W nni peg

7 fromSelkirk right up to G and Rapids. And we

8 also held, |I believe, it was five weeks of

9 hearings in the Gty of Wnnipeg. And for this

10 hearing in particular we -- and we've done it a
11 little bit this way in previous hearings, but nore
12 so in this case, we have tried to, when we are

13 outside of the city in what we call conmunity

14 meetings or hearings, we tried to be a |lot nore
15 informal, and to date that has worked well. O her
16 than a fews opening comments fromne, we don't get
17 involved in this session at all. W want to hear
18 fromyou fol ks, people who may have been directly
19 i npacted by Lake W nni peg Regul ati on.

20 | would like to thank the Manitoba

21 Metis for hosting us today, but also for putting
22 together this particular neeting, because a | ot of
23 you are frommany comunities, and it was

24  physically inpossible for us to go into all of the

25 comunities, so to have a nunber of you come in
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1 here to the city and to this neeting today is a

2 great advantage to us.

3 So to repeat, what we want to hear

4 fromyou is your stories, your concerns, your

5 i ssues with Lake Wnni peg Regul ation. And when

6 you do tell your stories, we would ask you to,

7 al though I believe that Mnister Park will ask you
8 to introduce yourselves in a few mnutes, again if
9 you do speak, woul d you please identify yoursel ves
10 at that tine as well just for the record and for
11 the recording. So with those few comments, | wll
12 turn it over to Mnister Park.

13 M NI STER PARK: Thank you very nuch,
14 M. Chairman, and wel conme to the MVF hone office
15 and the headquarters for the Manitoba Metis

16 Federati on, Province of Manitoba. W appreciate
17 the opportunity to cone before you and express our
18 concerns over the Lake Wnni peg Regul ation and the
19 i ssues that we are facing as Metis people in the
20 Provi nce of Manitoba.

21 As you are aware, we are rights

22 bearing people. W have been recogni zed as such
23 by the Canadi an Constitution of 1982. | know this
24  goes back to 1970 when the regulation started, but

25 it took us alittle while to be recognized in the




Meeting MMF Lake Winnipeg Regulation April 27, 2015

Page 7
1 courts as rights bearing people. But we are here

2 now and we have sone issues that we are going to

3 provi de you with today. But | also want to

4 recogni ze the fact that | respect you as the chair
5 and as a person fromSelkirk. | reside in

6 Sel kirk, and | know your political history, so it
7 is nice to see you again. | expressed that to you
8 two years ago in the Hotel Fort Garry. It is

9 al ways nice to see you

10 | would Iike to introduce ny mnisters
11 t hat acconpanied ne today to do the presentation.
12 As we go around the table other nmenbers wll

13 i ntroduce thenselves. First of all, | would Iike
14 to ask the nenbers to ensure that their cel

15 phones are off, so it doesn't interrupt the

16 proceedi ngs today. Wth that, I wll start on ny
17 far right. This is Mark Parenteau, a board nenber
18 fromthe Thonpson region fromthe Manitoba Metis
19 Federation. Beside ne is WII| Goodon, he is the
20 M ni ster of Housing and Property Managenent for

21 the Manitoba Metis Federation. And to ny left is
22 Alfred Anderson, he is the Mnister of Natural

23 Resources for the Manitoba Metis Federation. Vice
24  president and Mnister of Justice for the Metis

25 Federation is Julyda Lagi nodiere fromthe Thonpson
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1 regi on.

2 THE REPORTER: Sorry, Mnister Park

3 could I ask you to speak up?

4 THE CHAI RVAN: W are not using a

5 sound system t oday.

6 M NI STER PARK: | apol ogi ze for that
7 as well. Also we have Mnister Jean Desrosiers,
8 whois the Mnister of Mnes and Environnent --

9 Envi ronnent for the Manitoba Metis Federation.

10 So with that, | wanted to start off
11 with a few opening renmarks in regards to ny

12 concern as the Mnister of Hydro, and the

13 relati onship that we have had with Manitoba Hydro
14  over this issue.

15 | can tell you that we are very

16 di sappoi nted that there has been no formal

17 engagenment with the Manitoba Metis community as a
18 whole since the start of this whole Lake W nni peg
19 Regul ati on process that has gone on in the

20 Province of Manitoba. It is very disturbing to
21 see the inpacts that it is having on our

22 harvesters and | and owners across the Metis

23 honel and. Also the fact that there is no

24 consultation, there is no TLUKS study. The maps

25 that we are providing today show the TLUKS st udy
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1 we have done on our own over other issues and

2 negotiations wth Mnitoba Hydro, other

3 devel opnents such as Bipole Il and so on.

4 Also | was very surprised to see in

5 Hydro's presentation of March 10, 2015 to the

6 Cl ean Environnment Conm ssion, where they nmade a

7 statenent on page 115 of their report, where it is
8 an Aboriginal termand | cannot pronounce it, but
9 it nmeans working together. Slide 115, and it says
10 that, "Manitoba Hydro continues to address Lake

11 W nni peg Regul ation inpacts through ongoi ng

12 progranmm ng agreenents and by wor ki ng together

13 with the people who live and work al ong the Nel son
14 Ri ver."

15 We can attest to the fact that that's
16 false, when it cones to us as Metis people.

17 Because as | stated earlier, there has been no

18 consultation, no agreenents, no nothing. And I

19 know that Hydro -- it references the turning the
20 page docunent that we recently signed in Novenber
21 of 2014, where we indicated that we support Hydro
22 devel opnment in the Province of Manitoba, but that
23 does not nean that we can not go back to the past
24  that has occurred where we had no incl usion.

25 W are doing that today, to bring you
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1 up to speed as conmmi ssioners, as to where we are

2 at in ternms of the effects it has had on us. |

3 don't want to speak too long. | wanted to give

4 the other menbers the opportunity to speak. And |
5 wll start with the Mnister of Natural Resources.
6 M NI STER ANDERSON: My nane is Alfred
7 Ander son, M nister of Natural Resources. M

8 concerns are the harvester rights, what effects it
9 has on the upstream The study was never done for

10 Lake Wnni peg. The traditional |and use, |ike

11 M nister Park said, was not done. |If it was done,
12 it would have hel ped us with harvesters to
13 identify our concerns. The harvesters were never

14 conpensated for anything. Hydro only |ooked at

15 the effects of the project downstream Jenpeg, for
16 exanple, never |ooked at the effects upstream

17 There are nore conments around the table, | m ght
18 have nore after | hear sonme nore. Thank you

19 M5. LAG MODI ERE:  CGood afternoon. |'m
20 pl eased to be here and have the opportunity to

21 express ny concerns. | want to express ny concern
22 as a vice president, and also as a Metis person

23 affected. | live in the north all of ny adult

24 life. | have ny famly that lives there, ny

25 children, who are adults now and they have
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1 famlies. | have grandchildren. And where

2 i npacts -- ny mgjor concern is the exclusion, and
3 t hat Mani toba Hydro appears to have gl asses that

4 exclude the Metis in that vision. And that is

5 very frustrating, and | think very disrespectful.
6 But I'mnot going to say too nmuch nore
7 right now | want to give the opportunity for

8 others to speak, and | will share ny coments and
9 views as the opportunity arises. Wth that,

10 that's what | would like to say.

11 In any event, thank you for the

12 opportunity to be here today and | hope to be able
13 to positively inpact your decision-making and, you
14  know, in hearing what our concerns are and what

15 the facts are for us as Metis.

16 MR DESRCSI ERS: Good afternoon,

17 | adies and gentlenmen | will try and speak a little
18 | ouder than the others, because ny English is not
19 that good, | ama Frenchman. Anyway, my concern
20 is, it islikel wll give an exanple of G and

21 Rapi ds, when you settled with Grand Rapids, it was
22  supposed to be in the $20 mllion at the time, but
23 they settled for 14. And then when you give

24 conpensation to the reserve, the Metis, whatever

25 t hey spend the noney, but there is nothing done
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1 after. There is no followup of what they used

2 the noney for and everything. There could be sone
3 kind of manufacture that the Hydro coul d | ook at

4 that would help the community. Lots of them they
5 use the noney for education. That's fine, they go
6 and educate, they educate thensel ves, and then

7 they go back to the reserve and they hang

8 t hensel ves, they have got nothing to do. You take
9 what you need, and it is fine to use what you need
10 for that dans and everything, but a follow up

11  should be done on the reserves to see what is

12 bei ng done with their noney. Thank you.

13 MR GOODON: My nane is WIIl Goodon

14 and as Mnister Park said, I'mthe Mnister of

15 Housi ng and Property Managenent here at the MW.
16 But | guess | was asked to come here because |

17 have had sone experience in sonme of the issues

18 that are being tal ked about, perhaps in a nore

19 broader sense. | began working with the Metis
20 Federation back in 1996 as a special assistant to
21 the president. And in that capacity | had the
22 opportunity to work on several different projects.
23 At that tine -- as you can see now the MW is a
24 fairly large and vi brant organization with

25 hundreds of enployees. At that tinme | think there
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1 was three or four of us. So there was a sharing

2 of duties at the tine. So, when that happened |

3 was very happy to be involved in several different
4 things, especially pertaining to issues |like

5 rights.

6 One of the things that we did, and

7 believe it was back in 1998 or 1999, was the

8 presi dent set up the Comm ssion for the | aws of

9 the Metis hunt, and it was prior to the Pow ey

10 Comm ssion. And we went and spoke to harvesters,
11 hunters, trappers, Metis people who use the | and,
12 and | was the staff person who organized that. So
13 | have a |l ot of background in listening to elders
14 and harvesters throughout Manitoba. And in the

15 north was a particular interest to ne, it was very
16 good neetings and lots of good di al ogue. One of
17 the other things that | had the opportunity to be
18 involved with was the devel opnent of and the

19 expansion of the issues of what we call resolution
20 8. Resolution 8 was a resolution passed by the
21 annual general assenbly of the MW back in 2007.
22 And it basically sets up the paraneters for
23 consultation with the Metis in Manitoba.
24 Consul tation is a difficult issue.

25 But that's why we felt at the tinme that we needed
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1 to put a blueprint together so that the Crown

2 woul d know exactly how to consult with Metis in

3 Mani toba. The crux of it is, is that the

4 consultation would work through the MW as the

5 representative governnment of the Metis, and work
6 t hrough our structures, which breaks down

7 obviously into seven regions, and then within the
8 regions there is locals, so that there would be no
9 di fferences, that there would be simlar ways of
10 consul tation, whether it is on a mning issue or a
11 hydro i ssue or a municipal sewer issue, we wanted
12 to make sure there was a simlar process right

13 across the province.

14 So at the tine, again | was very

15 fortunate and I was able to go around to the

16 communities, talk to the people and |isten on how
17 they wanted this set up. As well, | worked with
18 the Bipole traditional |and studies. And another
19 issue that has -- | was, | guess, it was difficult
20 at the time, but | was happy to be a part of, is
21 ny case. You probably heard of the Goodon case
22 where | shot a duck, we went to court, and in fact
23 we proved in Manitoba that Metis have rights

24  which, you know -- and one of the things that the

25 case did was to expand it beyond the idea of a
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1 comunity as bricks and nortar. And that was the

2 crux of the case that the Crown took agai nst ne,

3 is that where | shot the duck there was no town

4 there, there was no post office there, there was
5 no grocery store there, there was no site of a

6 town there 100 years ago when ny grandfather and
7 his col |l eagues noved into the Turtle Muntain

8 ar ea.

9 So we noved the idea of comunity

10 beyond the borders of what we think of a current
11 municipality right now or a town. The idea of

12 community in the eyes of the judge at the tinme was
13 at least as large as the entire southwest region.
14 He didn't put limts onit. But that was the

15 evi dence pl aced before himat the tine. And he
16 saw the idea of community as being simlar to

17 ours, that the -- in our eyes the conmunity of

18 Metis in Manitoba is as |arge as the boundaries of
19 Mani t oba.

20 One of the things that -- in the years
21 that 1've dealt with consultation issues with the
22 Crown or with Crown Corporations such as Hydro or
23 the East Side Road Authority is the idea of Metis
24  who -- it was the idea of Metis, and |'mnot a

25 | awyer, but | have seen this legal term Metis
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1 qua, Metis. Wien we think of representatives of

2 Metis, we know here in this roomthat the MW

3 represents the Metis as Metis. However, there has
4 been assertions by Crown Corporations, by

5 Mani t oba, that if you speak with a nayor who

6 happens to be Metis, then they have done their due
7 diligence and they have consulted with the Metis,
8 which we find quite offensive actually, and we

9 take very strong issue with. The nmayors nay be

10 Metis, there may be a majority of Metis who live
11 within that community, but that doesn't make t hem
12 representative of Metis as Metis. Metis as rights
13 beari ng people, as recogni zed, as Mnister Park

14 said, in the constitution.

15 And neither can a professiona

16 organi zati on such as a Trappers Associ ation

17 represent Metis as Metis people.

18 One of the things | wanted to point

19 out, we are |ooking at the naps here today, and

20 the one with the hunting, | believe Camis going
21 to go over the maps later on here, but | just

22 wanted to touch briefly on the part -- the map

23 with the pink onit. That is the current

24  recognition of Manitoba where Metis can hunt. And

25 | just wanted to say that this, that it seens that
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1 Hydro and ot her -- sorry.

2 THE CHAI RVMAN:  You said where Metis

3 can hunt. Can we just expand a little? Metis can
4 hunt anywhere in Manitoba, but you can hunt in

5 this area with the Metis hunting card, that is

6 correct?

7 MR. GOODON: Yes, absolutely. |

8 appreciate the clarification. So as a recogni zed
9 rights holder with your Metis harvester card you
10 can hunt in this pink area as long as you are

11 foll owi ng again our |laws which we set up with the
12 Conmi ssion of the Laws of the Metis Hunt with

13 respect to our elders and trappers and hunters who
14 told us how conservation was inportant to them so
15 we set up all of these laws, and then as |ong as
16 you follow that you can hunt and harvest and do

17 what you need to do with the land inside of this
18 pink area. The point | wanted to make is that the
19 pi nk area was not ever neant to be set in stone.
20 So there is no way that a Crown corporation |ike
21 Hydro shoul d be able to hang their hat and say

22 this is where Metis rights start and this is where
23 Metis rights stop. There was al ways an

24 understanding, and | believe it is in the

25 agreenent, that there would be further research to
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1 be done, although we are again taking issue with

2 the Province because it hasn't been done, but the
3 point being is that research was to be done in the
4 view of noving that |line towards further

5 recognition of Metis rights.

6 So we are basically saying just

7 because this is here we are not acqui escing to say
8 that there is only rights on this side and there

9 is no rights on that side.

10 | believe M. Park and others have

11 al ready spoken about the idea of the licence being
12 renewed as it is fromthe 1970s. And | just

13 wanted to touch base on several things, and |'m
14 sure you are aware of them There has been a | ot
15 t hat has happened in the | aw since the 1970s.

16 Obvi ously we have the Constitution Act, we are

17 mentioned in section 35. W have the Pow ey case,
18  which happened and recogni zed, that was our first
19 case that recogni zed that Metis have Abori gi nal

20 rights. W have the Suprenme Court decisions on

21 consultation and accommodation. In Mnitoba we

22 have ny case as well which | spoke of before. One
23 of the things that we discussed this norning on is
24 how t he Northern Flood Agreenents that took place

25 when the Lake W nni peg Regul ati on was occurring
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1 did not include the Metis. And as | said, it did

2 not include the Metis as Metis earlier on.

3 Anot her point | wanted to nake, and

4 discussed this with ny col |l eague, the M nister of
5 Nat ural Resources, is the idea of how Metis

6 harvesters differ from other Aboriginal

7 harvesters. One of the things that we found over
8 the years in the studies that we did is that Metis
9 are not stationary. W don't hunt within a 30

10 kilometre or 50 kilonmetre radius of where we |ive
11 or where we grew up. In fact, the studies found
12 that conpared to other Aboriginal people, we are
13 very mgratory, so that we will -- if we |ive and
14 work in the southwest, we have fam |y connections
15 in Thonmpson and in Flin Flon, and in sout heast

16 regions, so that we will go and hunt ducks in St.
17 Laurent, or we will go hunt bear in the north or
18 we will catch pickerel up at Gand Rapids. So

19 that there is a -- we have a tradition of noving
20 with the resources that we are after. And

21 obvi ously the good exanple is the buffal o hunt

22  thensel ves, where we nove from Red R ver and

23 follow the buffalo right across the plains.

24 M ni ster Anderson spoke about the idea

25 of only | ooking at the downstreameffects. And
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1 over the years |'ve kind of sat back and wat ched

2 proponents, nostly Hydro, but other proponents as
3 well, how they define where they think they should
4 be | ooking at the adverse effects. And for sone

5 reason, and maybe if | was a proponent | would do
6 the sane thing, they shrink the size of where they
7 think the adverse effects are, so they only | ook

8 wthin the small scope, when in fact people |ike

9 ourselves, like our hunters and harvesters know
10 that the effects are nuch nore wider than the

11 proj ect scope that nornally proponents bring

12 forward. And | would say that this is no

13 di fferent than other projects.

14 | have taken up nore time than the

15 others, but those are the few issues that | wanted
16 to touch base on. And again there m ght be a few
17 other things that pop in ny mnd, but | think

18 have sort of explained nost of what | wanted to

19 bring forward today, and | wanted to thank

20 M ni ster Park and yourselves for the opportunity

21 to be here today.

22 THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.
23 M NI STER PARK: And | nust apol ogi ze
24 to ny colleague -- | must apol ogize to ny

25 col | eague, Mark Parenteau fromthe north. |
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1 bypassed himand went directly to WII, so |

2 apol ogi ze. Mark, if you will.

3 MR PARENTEAU. Good afternoon, |I'm

4  Mark Parenteau, co-mnister of Conservation. Born
5 and raised in the north. [|'ma harvester of the

6 north, and I want to bring to the table the

7 effects | have seen of the water |levels and the

8 challenges of harvesting in the north, and I want
9 to share ny stories and hopefully help you on your
10 day. And I want to thank you for com ng and thank
11 everyone for having nme here.

12 M NI STER PARK: Ckay. We will start
13 with the trappers now, and get their stories as it
14 pertains to --

15 M5. RIEL: They are just bringing up a
16 m crophone. | don't want to delay your process

17 any, but I'mjust wondering, they are in the

18 el evator bringing up a m crophone.

19 M NI STER PARK: It is up to the chair
20 THE CHAIRVAN:  Sure. If it is onits
21 way.

22 M NI STER PARK: Let's take a short

23 br eak.

24 THE CHAI RMAN: Let's take a short

25 break and get that set up, and hel p our recorder.
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1 (Recess taken)

2 M NI STER PARK: W are going to go to
3 the trappers. But | think it would be hel pful to
4 the Commssion if we could, I will have ny

5 technician present the maps to you so you can get
6 an understandi ng of what the trappers wll be

7 tal king about, the areas that are affected by the
8 Lake Wnni peg Regulation. So | wll pass it over

9 to Cam Stewart.

10 MR, STEWART: Hi, ny nane is Cam
11 Stewart, |I'ma spacial analyst with the Metis
12 Federation, | have been enployed since 2009. [|I'm

13 going to go over the background of this data that
14 you are looking at, and | guess | wll| start

15 initially with the Lake W nni peg Regul ati on

16 project, the Lake Wnnipeg map that you see in

17 front of you. The data itself, this can go for

18 both maps actually, and for the entire map of

19 Mani t oba that you see here, the historical map as
20 well. It represents about 350 to 400 individuals
21 that were interviewed over a span of about | would
22 say about 12 years or so, since 2003 to present

23 date. And in context, it is about, 1.5 per cent
24 of the entire Metis population of Manitoba. So it

25 is not a very big sanple size, it is actually a
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1 very small sanple size of Metis use, but if you

2 | ook at the map you can see howintense it is. So
3 on a small scal e sanple size you can see the

4 intensity of use.

5 And the majority of this information

6 from 2003 to 2009 was internally based for the

7 nost part, based on information, funding that we

8 got for internal traditional |and use studies, and
9 this was based on a First Nations Aborigi nal based
10 met hodol ogy, and we then switched that in 2009.

11 Now, the Lake W nni peg Regul ation

12 project, you can see the intensity, and what

13 essentially what | did was | took an existing map
14 made by the Governnent of Manitoba, it |ooks like
15 a map of Water Stewardship and Conservation, and
16 overlaid our traditional |and use on top of that.
17 And that traditional |and use enconpasses

18 harvesting practices, essentially trapping,

19 hunting, fishing, gathering, gathering of

20 medi ci nal plants, et cetera. And there are also
21 culturally significant sites gathered from 2003 to
22 2009, | also inputted those. And those enconpass
23 pl aces, burial sites, cerenonial sites, kill

24 sites, et cetera. And so it kind of flows north

25 into the Churchill River Diversion as well. So
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1 essentially it is just a continuation fromthis

2 other information. It is all one big |arge data
3 centre.

4 And you can see the cluster near

5 Thonpson, and essentially that cluster represents
6 our recent Keeyask study and the inportance that
7 region holds to our harvesters within the Bayline
8 and Thonpson region. You can al so see how

9 interconnected it is fromChurchill all the way
10 down to the southern basin of Lake W nni peg.

11 And that sort of carries forward to
12 the historical map that is in front of you.

13 wouldn't say it is historical, but as WIIl was

14 saying before, this has harvesting principles to
15 it, because we gathered all of this information,
16 and | would like to say that we, | nean like a

17 team of probably about two or three people

18 gathered all this information in a short period of
19 time and incorporated this on the map. It reveals
20 the intensity of the Metis use is there and we

21 haven't even scratched the surface yet. In

22 particular the northern regions, we just have to
23 do a bit nore digging and you can see how

24 significant it would be if we had a team of

25 per haps 20 peopl e and nore studies at our disposal
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1 to verify that there are in fact negative effects

2 for these projects that keep com ng up and affect
3 our wat erways.

4 And what this historical map

5 represents is we dove into the geneal ogies, this

6 is on record | understand for the CEC, we dove

7 into the geneal ogi es, we dove into script records,
8 we dove into community census records, 1901 to

9 1911, and we al so overlaid the 2003 to present

10 date traditional |and use and all the cultural

11 sites, as you can see, trading posts and all of

12 the Metis historically significant spati al

13 information that you can think of, and |I'm sure

14 there is nore out there that we haven't discovered
15 yet, and threw it on there to represent our

16 presence is real in the north, it is real in the
17 southeast, it is real in the northeast, it is real
18 in the southwest. This map represents that, and
19 we have only scratched the surface. Are there any

20 guestions?

21 THE CHAI RVAN:  Not at this point.

22 M NI STER PARK: Thank you, Cam As |
23 stated earlier, | want to apol ogize to the

24  transcriber, | amJack Park, Mnister of Hydro. |

25 want to turn it over to Mark Parenteau, and Mark
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1 can start off with his perception as a harvester

2 in the north.

3 MR PARENTEAU. Mark Parenteau,

4  Co-mnister of Conservation. | just want to bring
5 light on the Churchill River diversion chart, a

6 | ot of that dark gray section, | grew up

7 harvesting there. M famly has harvested there

8 for as long as | have known, right along the

9 Nel son River. | have seen the waters fluctuate so
10 much where the water |evels cane up so high and

11 eroded the shorelines. And personal experience

12 for nyself, | was on the | ake harvesting, and I

13 had hit a floating log and it took out the | ower
14 unit of ny boat. Thank God the wi nd was going the
15 right way and we were able to make a sail boat out
16 of our boat and get it back to canp. | worked in
17 busi nesses around Thonpson, a couple as a natter
18 of fact, where Hydro brings in units to get fixed
19 for communities. And it is under a program it is
20 all Aboriginal people that get their units fixed
21 for free. Mself, | had to fix ny notor for free,
22 under ny noney. | didn't get no funding, no help
23 from Hydro, nothing |like that when the waterways
24 go so high. W lost a lot in our hunting area

25 that we used to be able to get into. Now the
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1 water levels have went so high it brought the

2 shore down and we can't get into areas where we

3 used to hunt. | don't know what else | can add

4 right now If | think of anything, I wll cone

5 back, thank you

6 M NI STER PARK: | hand the mc down to
7 Gary Fyke from Thonpson

8 MR. FYKE: Hello, I'"'mGary Fyke, a

9 resi dent of Thompson. And | have worked at sone
10 of the danms, and seen a | ot of people conme, a |ot
11 of people go. | believe back in the day there was
12 supposed to be a certain percentage of Aboriginal
13 and Inuit and Metis people enployed there. And at
14  the beginning there was, and then when the

15 contractor |ike from Newfoundl and and Montreal

16 cane in to place, we started | oosi ng nunbers and
17 they started repl aci ng everybody with people from
18 the east coast and Montreal. And what essentially
19 ended up happening was a | ot of the Aboriginal

20 peopl e ended up with jobs like burn piles, taking
21 out garbage, maintenance, |ike cleaning roons, and
22 hel ping in the kitchen and all of the big paying
23 jobs were gone to people fromout of town. And

24 here we live 45 m nutes each way down the road,

25 and they are flying these guys in every three
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1 weeks and then flying them back honme for a week

2 and then flying them back, which didn't really

3 make any sense to ne.

4 And for the people that were able to
5 stick it out and wanted to stick it out, they made
6 it so darn hard for themthat they ended up either
7 quitting or, you know, going to a different job

8 altogether. Mself, | lasted there for three and
9 a half years. And | have been to other jobs after
10 that, but like there was |ike about a six year

11 span, and | got on up north at the Conawapa, and
12 the Keewatinoow, at the converter station, so --
13 but | haven't been back since the | ast freeze up.
14 I"mwaiting to get called back. And that's all

15 have got to share for now. Thank you

16 THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you

17 MR. CAMPBELL: Yes, ny nane i s Norman
18 Campbel | senior. [|I'mfrom Wbowden, |I. Have

19 lived in the north since the early 60's, although
20 | was born Metis down south here in Wnni pegosis.

21 And | went up north as a very young man, 14 years
22 old, to go look for ny father who was fishing. W
23 parents split up in the md 50s. M father cane
24  up north. And | left honme and | went up there to

25 | ook for him He was fishing on Sipiwesk Lake,
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1 and that was before Jenpeg was built. And the

2 | ake was beautiful. | didn't see the whole | ake

3 because Si pi wesk Lake used to have a very

4 i nportant whitefish fishery, and you didn't have

5 to use the whole | ake. Whitefish was the main

6 fish, and it was just -- the whitefish fishery was
7 just where it cones out of Duck Falls and it is

8 just at the start of Sipiwesk Lake, so you didn't
9 have to travel the whole | ake. They had a pl ace
10 called the freezer there. That's where all of the
11 fish was brought to and packed, and then fl own out
12 of there. And after Jenpeg, the whitefish fishery
13 got wiped out. It was pretty well the sanme thing
14 that happened in Gand Rapids after their

15 generating station. And so people had to start

16 using nore of the | ake and going after other

17 speci es of fish.

18 And | know how the | ake | ooked then,
19 and | bet | have been on it for the |ast 25, going
20 on 30 years now. M/ father passed away in the

21 late 60's, and | got out of fishing for a while.
22 As a matter of fact, | even went to work on the

23 Jenpeg dam But now |'mback in fishing, it is

24  what | should have been doing all of ny life. And

25 to see howthe lake is now, like it is, it really
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|_\

hurts.

2 And, you know, in the first agreenent
3 that Hydro signed, |ike they prom sed after seven
4 years there would be no nore shoreline erosion,

5 and this is how nany years, and it is worse than
6 ever now The shorelines, they don't have a

7 chance anynore, because at one tinme they were

8 sloped, like the | akes they have a way of

9 protecting thensel ves, nother nature does. You
10 know, you could have a flood for four or five

11 days, the water could go up but it would never

12 ever bother the production that nother nature

13 have. But over the years, |like the banks are

14  steep and, you know, when it is clay, the water,
15 it my not fall this year, but it soaks in over

16 t he whol e season and then it just drops into the
17 | ake. And it causes like our jackfish, the l|ast I
18 heard and they are very inportant, our jackfish on
19 that system and they are just on the verge of
20 bei ng not acceptabl e because of nercury poisoning,
21 and nmercury is fromland erosion.
22 And the things that Hydro have wasted
23 over the years, like we all know that in the
24 forest and that, the prine real estate is at the

25 edge of the |ake. And you know 25 years ago there
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1 was enornmous wood there that was just dropping

2 into the | ake daily. And sone of us from Wabowden
3 went to apply for a permit to get -- just to the

4 ones that fall in the |ake, the big ones, we could
5 drag themto the landing. There was an old el der
6 in Wabowden had a sawm ||, and we wanted to cut

7 lunmber. And they refused us to do that. W

8 couldn't do that. They would sooner see it drop

9 in the | ake, go downstream get caught in people's
10 nets and weck them |'msure they caused havoc
11 in the damal so. This was nonster wood.

12 And the Hydro, the biggest effect it

13 has had on ne is that Sipiwesk Lake bel onged to
14 the community of Wabowden, it has been the

15 comunity of Wabowden that has been fishing it for
16 years. And | know all of the old time fishernen,
17 | fished with them sone of themthey passed away
18 just recently, some of thema little | onger ago.
19 And Hydro cane with a cheque book and showed t hem
20 each a cheque and they signed everything away.

21 But they didn't know what they were signing. Had
22 they known the |l evels that they signed for, like
23 they have a | ow | evel on Sipiwesk, which is 903,
24 and they have a high level which is 19. 3,

25 believe. Like they have 16 feet of water that
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1 they can play with, 17 feet of water. So they

2 don't go over that often, but in '05 they did.

3 But the worst thing that happened out
4 of it, and |I've sat with those four fishernen,

5 those old tinmers, we sat with Hydro and they told
6 themthenselves, had they known what they were

7 signing, they would have never ever signed it.

8 But all they | ooked at, | guess because of Jenpeg
9 and that, fishing was hard and that, they were

10 havi ng probl ens, and this noney cane in real

11 handy.

12 But what they did, our resources that
13 were in our comunity and our conmunity mnenbers
14 fishing it, now when those fishernen pass away,
15 their resources go to a different community, |ike
16 they go to Cross Lake. And I'mnot in an argunent
17 with Cross Lake. | hope that Cross Lake gets

18 everything that they are entitled to, and |I hope
19 every reserve along the line gets everything that
20 they are entitled to, because in the past, | know
21 how Hydro used the Aboriginal people in the past.
22 But, you know, that's really, really
23 hurtful, because I'min a situation now, | was on
24 Si pi wesk Lake, | bought my own |icence and

25 everyt hing was good for 10, 15 years of fishing,
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1 and then all of a sudden Hydro feels | don't have

2 a right there because | wasn't one of the original
3 signers. And so it has caused nme a | ot of stress,
4 not only because of what it has put on ne, but

5 what | see is happening to our resources. You

6 know, Sipiwesk Lake and downstream and upstream of
7 that, and it just continues constantly. And it is
8 not going to stop. | don't see howit can -- they

9 don't control it, you know, there are other people

10 in the world that are worried about flooding and
11 losing land, and we are eating it up, Hydro is
12 eating it up every day. You know, it just -- it

13 doesn't nake sense to ne.

14 And in the end, after so nuch probl ens
15 with Hydro and, you know, just being treated

16 second cl ass, not even talking to you, | gave up
17 on Si piwesk, and now | work in the Nelson River.
18 And it is way further up, and it is just, you

19 know, it is stressful. And it is just because of
20 Hydro, |ike why did they have to sign a deal

21 with -- to take resources away from our comrunity
22 that have been in our community since the very

23 begi nni ng?

24 And there are other things about,

25 don't really know -- | didn't know we were going
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1 to be recorded and all of that today, because

2 there is one other thing that | would like to

3 mention that bothers ne terribly, is we |ost a

4 good fishernmen and a good friend of mne three

5 years ago. There is a |ake, Duck Lake, and there
6 is an old timer in Wabowden that owns it, Walter

7 Skonol ski (ph), and he hires fishernmen to go out

8 and fish it. And this fisherman, the one that had
9 t he accident there, he goes up there and he fishes
10 Duck Lake. And how you go into Duck Lake, there
11 is one exit of water, it is called Duck Falls, and
12 that is how you get in and out, but you have to

13 shoot rapids. Now | know there is only one exit
14 because that used to be one of ny father's |akes,
15 and | fished in there in the 60's with him and |
16 know it good. | was young but | know it good.

17 And just three years ago Hydro, after
18 all of their flooding, they made a new river in

19 there and it is a big river. | don't know if they
20 nanmed it or anything, but they ate right through
21 the land, and it is high elevation. And the
22 fishernen, it was a shortcut to the |ake, the
23 fishermen were using it going in and out of there.
24 It was a new place, but they -- it was a shortcut,

25 you didn't have to shoot the rapids. And this one
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1 norning in the fall they were going there, and |

2 guess over night sone nore stuff broke off and

3 they hit that and he fell out of the boat. And

4 fortunately he did not drown, but he had a heart

5 attack right after that, and he passed away. And
6 he is an experienced fishernen, and a real good

7 fishermen, one of our best fishernen from our

8 community. And he was at it for a long tine. |

9 don't know if Hydro took responsibility for that
10 or not. They said there was a streamthere at one
11 time, but they are wong, there was none.

12 And, you know, so that's, you know,

13 does Hydro affect -- nake bad things happen

14 downstrean? Certainly. And are they stil

15 hurting our, |ike destroying our |akes? Certainly
16 they are. Like, you know, it is -- and they

17 conpensate sonme and sonme they don't talk to. They
18 don't even -- you can call thembut they won't

19 call you back.

20 And |'ve seen a | ot of changes what

21 Hydro has done, and | haven't seen anythi ng good.

22 | don't knowif it is worth it. Like, they sel
23 their power, destroy our land, | don't know if it
24 is wrth it or not. But | will probably have sone

25 other things to say after sonme peopl e.
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1 THE CHAI RMAN: A coupl e of questi ons,

2 M. Canpbell. You said earlier that you want or
3 sonebody wanted to take these trees and cut into
4 | unber.

5 MR. CAMPBELL: That was right, that

6 was nysel f.

7 THE CHAI RVMAN:  \Who said no?

8 MR. CAMPBELL: The head in the

9 Thonmpson -- | can't think of his name right now.
10 THE CHAI RVAN:  WAs it Hydro or

11 Mani t oba gover nnent ?

12 MR CAMPBELL: No, it is the Manitoba
13 government. You couldn't apply to Hydro to get a
14 permt to make wood, to make | unber.

15 THE CHAI RVMAN:  That's what | thought.
16 | just wanted to clear that up. You also said

17 that you lost your ability to fish on Sipiwesk.

18 How di d that happen?

19 MR. CAMPBELL: Me not being able to?
20 THE CHAI RMAN:  Yeah

21 MR CAMPBELL: Well, | could have

22 stayed there. | have a famly, | have three sons,
23 they are in the fishing with me. | could have

24 stayed on Sipiwesk, and just -- | bought what |

25 had on Sipiwesk. | was the only one who did. The
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ot her one, when the fishing started, | was getting

out of it because of ny father's passing, and the
ot her ones, they were nore or |less getting into
it, but you didn't have to buy the | akes then. If
you want to go fishing now you have to buy
sonmeone's licence. And, you know, it was putting
so nmuch stress on nme worrying about -- because |
coul d have stayed until | passed away and it would
just die with me and there woul d be not hi ng.

THE CHAI RVAN:  You couldn't give it to
your sons?

MR. CAMPBELL: | couldn't leave it to
ny sons. It would just, you know, all of ny work
would be in vain, it would be for nothing, because
| had a small quota and | don't nmake bi g noney
fishing, but it is what | do. [|'ma fishernen,
|"ma resource user. | love being in the bush and
|"min the bush as nuch as | can, and that's 300
days out of the year.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Ckay, thank you.

MR. CHORNOBY: Jim Chornoby, I'ma
Metis fromllford, Manitoba. | want to nake one
thing clear, when Hydro cane to do the
consultations in our comunity, | was the mayor.

| still am But the thing is they didn't cone to
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1 talk to the Metis Federation, | want to make that

2 clear. It was never even brought up, never

3 menti oned whet her we were Treaty or what we were,
4 so | don't know where that cane from where they

5 canme there and said that. They only conme to speak
6 to council. | would just |like to make that clear,

7 first of all.

8 And there is just so many things you

9 guys don't -- it is scary how nuch stuff they get
10 away with. | have been -- we had 35 | akes at one
11 time out of Ilford, over 1 mllion pounds com ng,

12 as ny friend here knows because he cane down and
13 fished. W had lots of Metis guys conme from St.
14 Laurent, Fairford, it was quite the deal back

15 then. Anyways, Hydro did a | ot of danage to one
16 |lake we call South Indian Lake -- North Indian
17 | ake, which had maybe only 14, 15 fishernen. W
18 had the Little Churchill River for sturgeon

19 fishing. Unreal, | can walk across it now, where
20 you had to have a boat. You just don't believe
21 t he danage, you guys.

22 VWhat |'mtrying to get at, when it
23 come down to conpensation, they would deal with
24 i ndi vi dual s one by one and not as a group. So

25 some guy woul d get 2,000 for his, next guy would
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1 get 4,000 for his, and the next conmunity, only

2 20 mles fromus, they get 40,000, 20,000, 60, 000.
3 The point I"'mtrying to make is if you fish -- |

4 mean, if you are a trapper that's where you get

5 the big noney from | don't understand, from one
6 comunity to the next community can be such a big
7 difference. At the time Ilford was all Metis,

8 i ke, you know what | nmean. And once they had the
9 new reserve starting, that's the War Lake is

10 starting there, lots of themwent to Treaty.

11 There is nothing wong with that. But what |'m
12 saying is at the tinme when Hydro did this -- and
13 then fromwhat | understand they sold, we

14 understand when it canme to North Indian Lake, they
15 bought out a bunch of |akes or sonething from us
16 at the time. | was young. | was on the counci

17 in 1971 or '72, sonmewhere in there, 80's, and then
18 they -- I"'mnot sure, but | heard they got

19  $100, 000 for that | ake.

20 So, and | know they don't know what

21 they were signing at the time. It didn't make any
22 sense, all of that fish, that was a big | ake,

23 North Indian Lake, that's a huge | ake. From where
24  the canp was, we would have to wal k maybe 2,

25 300 yards just to get to the Iand now from where
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the |l ake used to be. It is just unreal. | don't

know, it is just, they say they don't -- | don't
know, it is hard to explain sonetines. | don't
know, it is just, |like Norman, he was with us for
a long time, he understands, | don't know how this
community can get this kind of noney and the next
community gets that kind of noney. | don't know.
| don't know how they do it. | know what he is
tal king about. | go hunting up in the Nel son
River and it is crazy. |If you don't hit a |log you
are going to hit willows, if you don't hit
wi | lows, you hit sonething else. | know what he
is going through. It is tough for himright now
That's probably all | have to say. If | think of
sonmething I will say it again, thank you.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you. Ckay.

MR. FLETT: Good afternoon, ny nane is
LI oyd Flett, I'mfrom Norway House. And | would
like to thank the Manitoba Metis Federation for
providing nme the opportunity to cone here and
share ny experience that | have experienced as |
have lived in that community, as a result of the
Hydro devel opnent. And also you fol ks for taking
the time to listen to us. This is the first time

inall of ny life that as a Metis person | can
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1 speak to you fol ks or sonmeone about the effects

2 that we have experienced in our community. You

3 know t hat Norway House Cree Nation have signed a
4 settlenment agreenent with Hydro and the province
5 and Canada, but we were excluded fromthat. W

6 were not involved there.

7 | have lived in Norway House all of ny
8 l[ife. | have grown up there. | consider nyself
9 to be Metis, there is both white and native in ny
10 history and |'mvery proud of it. The whole

11 experience that we've seen, and the precedent is
12 set, Manitoba Hydro signed deals with First

13 Nati ons communities and sone Northern Affairs

14 Communities on the adverse inpacts that have

15 resulted as a result of their devel opnent.

16 Now, when you | ook at Norway House you
17 have 2-m |l e channel, that's the one that we are
18 very concerned about right now, as you know, that
19 that water channel was built to inprove the flow
20 of water between Lake W nni peg and downstreamto
21 Pl aygreen Lake up to Jenpeg, then that was to

22 i nprove the flow of water going north. So when
23 you see the water, you get strong winds, there is
24 talk about erosion, there is a |lot of erosion

25 occurring there. And | amletting you know now
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1 that as living in that area, we would want to see

2 sonet hi ng done so that that point does not erode

3 away right eastward to where our comunity, at one
4 point Warren's Landing. Hydro wll deny and say

5 that there is no erosion happening there, but

6 respectfully we live there, we see it. You see

7 the erosion that flows into Playgreen Lake, and as
8 it is going north we are thinking it is making

9 a-- it diverts rightward towards Pl aygreen Lake,
10 and we figure there is a big sedinment, build up of
11 sedi ment in Playgreen Lake there. The elders

12 would say there is a lot of marsh in that |ake and
13 now we don't see, we see very little of it. That
14 water will flow towards 8-MIle channel, and then
15 it flows into Jenpeg. So Jenpeg is the control

16 structure of Manitoba Hydro's generating system
17 So you have fluctuating water |evels,
18 you have all of the debris that erode when the

19 shorelines are eroding away. | have a cabin

20 that's 50 mles south on east shore of Lake

21 Wnnipeg, it is called Little Black River, it is
22 called Little Black River. Wen you are traveling
23 there in the sumrer you will see that shoreline,
24 of course, that Hydro wants to maintain, at |east

25 they are licensed to naintain the water at 715, so
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1 that water is high. Wen you have strong w nds

2 you can bet those shorelines are going to erode

3 away.

4 | would think too al so when you | ook

5 at Gni, those waters that are com ng up

6 drastically, when that strong north wind bl ows for
7 weeks at a tine that water is com ng back into

8 Lake Wnni peg, and that could explain why all of a
9 sudden those water |evels are drastically higher
10 over a short period of tine. W see it in our

11 comunity as well.

12 Al so the debris. O course when you
13 see the trees floating in the | ake, and of course
14 you would hit them you know, when you are

15 traveling, recreational use. M brother, when you
16 are tal king about the effects, when the Cree

17 Nation signed their deal, Manitoba Hydro

18 conpensated themw th |and, Northern Fl ood

19 Agreenment |and areas. So there is a trapline in
20 Little Black River that he traps on. And part of
21 that | and was turned over to the band, that was

22 part of their conpensation |land. So when the Cree
23 Nation tells us, First Nation nmenbers only, you

24 are not allowed on this reserve, well, he can't go

25 trap there, otherwise he is trespassing. So it
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1 removed a section of his trapline when they

2 conpensated the Cree Nation

3 And al so when you go upstreamthere is
4 anot her trapline there, and the Cree Nation

5 sel ected the shorelines, so nost trapping is done
6 along the shorelines there in the |lake, so if you
7 go there, if you get caught or if the Cree Nation
8 wants to nake an issue of it, you can't trap

9 there.

10 Mani t oba Hydro, when they settled the
11 province, there is a road 20 mles north that

12 | eads into Mol son Lake, the Province of Manitoba
13 constructed that road. When they settled they

14 turned that road over to Norway House Cree Nation
15 and then the shorelines of Ml son Lake, one side
16 of it is Northern Flood |and, the north side is

17 Treaty land entitlenent land. So when they signed
18 their deal, and we used to go fishing there, there
19 was a sign on the road, "Norway House Cree Nation
20 menbers only." So we said, gee whiz, what is this
21 government doing? They are dividing us. W had
22 to pay a fee to the Cree Nation if you wanted to
23 go and al so pay the Provincial fee. So that's

24  what we experienced.

25 And we are still experiencing, when
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1 the Cree Nation receive a |lot of nobney, they had a

2 | ot of noney and they could do a | ot nore, but we
3 as Metis people living in that community had to

4 watch all of this, and see how our |and, our

5 comunity was divided as a result. These are the
6 nodern, you know, today inpacts that we are still
7 experienci ng today.

8 Wien you | ook at the -- all of these
9 areas that the Metis people in Norway House,

10 Warren's Landing, | go hunting ducks, geese. And
11 in the spring tine when you are traveling on that
12 ice, of course, if they are hol ding back water,
13 the conditions are not safe because of the

14  fluctuating water level. You are |ooking at

15 2-mle, when -- we were very concerned when there
16 was a drought on and G and Rapi ds dam was cl osed.
17 2-m | e channel, when the waters are high is always
18 open because waters are flow ng through there, as
19 well as 8-Mle. That year it froze up, and then
20 there is people traveling there and they start

21 traveling through that channel, and we say you

22 have to be careful because when Hydro opens up

23 their damthat channel will open up. These are
24  inpacts that affect us, we experience when we are

25 living there. These areas are all of our
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1 recreational areas, this is where we go sw mr ng.

2 And when you are | ooking at Lake Wnni peg and the
3 al gae fromWarren's Landi ng, which is right where
4 that blue dot is, it has got Montreal point there,
5 and you go 50 nmles, we travel in algae in the

6 boat, thick algae and stinking. And, you know, I

7 said this is our pool.

8 Wien the kids play in Playgreen Lake,
9 and the shorelines, it is all beach there, also
10 into Norway House, when you see all of that al gae,
11 and think now Lake Wnnipeg, this is sewage, and

12 the water being held back over tine increases

13 algae. This is what the scientists tell us,

14  because when the water is held back then it is
15 stagnant, it beconmes staghant. So these are al
16 of our recreational areas. W don't have the

17 noney in the north to build all of these

18 facilities, rec centres, that you folks in the
19 south have. So we go in the outdoors and that's
20 our recreational grounds.

21 So when Hydro says -- or they can't
22 say, they have already signed deals conpensating
23 First Nations comrunities, but they have never
24 conpensated the Metis people. Wen you | ook at

25 the community, when Hydro cane in there with their
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reps, | think it was back in 1981, and the land, a

| ot of the Metis people, ny grandfather had
script, he had a whole track of |and al ong the
Nel son River. And they cane there, had an open
cheque book simlar to what Norman said, and

of fered them noney for their dock and their shed
and the land. And it was whatever they offered
and, of course, people, because we are not a rich
peopl e, we don't have the noney |ike because of --
you know, there is unenploynent, it is not as
great there, but people accepted it. And when
Fil mon cane into Norway House and he was
canpaigning, | asked him | said, how did you
arrive at the value of that shoreline? Because

t he noney you offered these people, and nmy famly
hasn't signed, nmy nother hasn't signed for her
area. Well, he just said it was the val ue, |
don't know, of the property. And | said, well,
that's not the way we look at it. W look at the
anount of noney that Hydro has spent on that
system and the value of that shoreline is worth a
ot of noney, and it is worth a |ot of noney in
our eyes to the Province of Manitoba. So you are
| ooki ng at the enploynent, when the deals were

signed with Norway House Cree Nation, there was
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1 Hydro projects that take place there. Priority

2 for enploynent is for Norway House Cree Nation

3 menbers only.

4 And proof of that is when Hydro built
5 the power |ine fromJenpeg to Norway House. | had
6 a call fromHydro asking ne to provi de nanes of

7 people that could work on this project. So | said
8 do you know where you are phoning? And he says,

9 well -- | said do you really know where you are

10 phoni ng? And | said you are phoning the Norway

11 House community council office, this is the off

12 reserve community. And he says, oh, | have got

13 the wong place. And | said, and -- and he said
14 well, | should be calling the First Nation. So

15 because their priority for enploynent is with the
16 First Nation. So when you are |ooking at

17 enpl oyment opportunities we are not even

18 considered. Hydro will sign the contracts with

19 t he Norway House Cree Nation, PDC, and all of

20 those opportunities for enploynent will be for the
21 First Nations people, not one for Metis.

22 And 8-M Il e channel, there was a | ot of
23 debris left there and that was another area that
24 Hydro conpensated the Cree Nation. They had to

25 clean up the land. Hydro, when they built their
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1 canp, all of the sewer lines and water |ines were

2 left in the ground, and then they buried sone of
3 their garbage in the area, so they had to cl ean

4 all of that up. And all of the people hired were
5 Norway House Cree Nation nenbers. So what we are
6 told is that the Norway House resource managenent
7 area is the trapline area, that's the trapline

8 area, and in the Cree Nation's eyes that's their
9 area as a result of this deal that Hydro signed
10 with Manitoba, Canada and Hydro. And we are told
11 that we don't exist. The Cree Nation says you

12 peopl e don't exist. You know, and -- well, we

13 exist. W are a peaceful people in that

14 community. W are not going to nove anywhere, we
15 are going to stay there and we are going to die
16 there. So when -- it is sad when you | ook at how
17 t hat deal was signed and how t hose peopl e accepted
18 per capita paynents, 10, 15 years negotiating with
19 Hydro, and how just before Christnmas there was
20 paynents. And those people took those paynents
21 and, you know, sadly in our comrunity there was
22 our Metis people that could be treaty that seen
23 that, and a lot of themwent for status too
24  because of that, because they wanted to get this

25 noney just before Christnas. They are not rich
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1 and people took it. So | would like -- 1 always

2 said to these Hydro officials | would |ike you

3 guys to pay for ny Christnas for ten years,

4 because you paid the people on the reserves.

5 Vell, we didn't pay, the noney canme fromthem

6 Canada, the Cree Nation mght have paid it.

7 But when you see that happen and how
8 our community has divided, and al nost killed -- or
9 the Metis people out of there, it is sad. W are
10 | ooking for -- you know, WII| spoke about how the
11 mayors and councils, the mayors and councils don't
12 represent the Metis rights, they don't. They run
13 the communities. They are |Iike nunicipal

14  adm ni strators.

15 And how in our community we don't have
16 a graveyard, because the graveyards are filling.
17 So we are looking for a graveyard to bury our

18 dead. Well, you know, the Cree Nation they don't
19 want it, they don't want us to have any |land. So
20 t hey have got so nuch, and how Canada, Hydro and
21 Mani t oba has really built themup. And | got

22 not hi ng against that. That's good to see. But

23 how t hey have built themup to a point where we
24  are nothing, and then we don't matter.

25 Al'l of this is part of these effects,
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1 nodern day-to-day effects of the Hydro
2 developnment. It is sad. And this is the first
3 time, like | said, | have an opportunity to share

4 alot of this. There is a lot that could be said

5 nore, but there has been effects. And we weren't

6 treated |like the First Nations were. And | don't

7 intend to be racist when | say that or prejudiced.
8 They are entitled to what they were conpensated

9 for no different than what we are as Metis peopl e.
10 W are affected no different.

11 So it is Lake Whnnipeg, that's

12 Hydro's -- when Hydro | ooks at that, that's their

13 bank, right, noney is floating there when the

14 water is high. And when they open up the Jenpeg,

15 then they power up all of their dans and t hat

16 produces power. W need power, we need Hydro.

17 W are tal king about Cross Lake. You

18 see what happened in Cross Lake at Christmas tine
19 when they bl ocked that road? And there was

20 threats that they were going to block the road,

21 and they are still talking about bl ocking the road
22 yet, and we live -- we are at the end of the line.
23 So we said how are our groceries, our fuel, we

24 need that? So even the chief of Norway House, he

25 bl ocked the road just out of town, when you see --
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you have to be very careful, because these are

things that are happening now. And, you know, you
| ook at the M ddl e East and how they settle their
scores, it is shooting bullets and killing one
another. | hope in this day we don't get to that
poi nt, because those feelings are high, right now.
Enpl oyees working in those dans, particularly
Jenpeg, you have got the native Aboriginal people
and white people, and I know friends that work
there, and things are not good. There is a flag
standing there, Cross Lake flag, the white people
don't like the flag there, take it down, it is
di srespectful and you have got the natives saying,
no, that flag should stand there. These are
t hi ngs that are happeni ng today.

And |'mthankful for this opportunity.
And |'mthankful -- | know that you fol ks are
comng in to Norway House, Thursday or Wdnesday?
| won't be there because | have another nmeeting in
Flin Flon tonorrow. You know when you were
booki ng the appointnments there, it always seens
t hat when governnent deals with or Hydro, always
base their activities on the First Nations. And
we al ways say, well, how cone it is always |ike

this? W exist, we are simlar, we are equal, we
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1 matter. You can't always base your business on

2 Cree Nation's availability, or if they are not

3 avail abl e, sorry, we are not comng until they

4 are. Qur business still carries on. W live

5 t here and our business doesn't stop when the Cree
6 Nation's business stops. W should be all treated
7 equal and respectful of that. W are paying

8 taxes, we pay taxes to the governnent.

9 And, you know, when you |look at -- we
10 are called the outsiders in our communities,

11 because we live off the reserve, but when you see
12 how we pay and we pay on our own, we don't, you

13 know, need a |l ot of the help, respectfully |I'm not
14 bei ng raci st again, that sone of our neighbours

15 get. W won't be stuck. But | see a lot of the
16 younger people now today, and | see on the First
17 Nations side there is not that many of themthat
18 go out on the land now, and | would think that if
19 t he power was turned off, it would be a pretty sad
20 state in our communities, because we need t hat

21 power now, we can't live without it.

22 So we |like the devel opnent, but at the
23 sanme time if conpensation is due, the Metis people
24 are due sone conpensation as well, like no

25 different than the First Nations people
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1 respectfully. So thank you for listening to ne,

2 and t hank you once agai n.

3 THE CHAI RMAN.  Thank you, M. Flett,

4 before you give up the mc, | just have a

5 guestion. R ght at the outset of your comrents

6 you tal ked about erosion of the bank, is that at

7 2-mle channel or by Warren's Landi ng?

8 MR. FLETT: 2-mle channel is right on
9 top, that little blue line there.

10 THE CHAI RVAN:  Yep.

11 MR. FLETT: That whole point is

12 probably about | would say 20 mles fromthere to
13 Warren's Landing. And you will notice that the

14 shoreline on each side is wdening, and it is

15 eroding away towards Warren's Landing. Are you

16 famliar with where that community used to be at
17 one point?

18 THE CHAI RVAN:.  Yeah.

19 MR FLETT: So we wouldn't want to see
20 that whol e point erode away. Because that w |

21 change the whol e makeup of Pl aygreen Lake, and the
22 shoreline of Lake Wnnipeg will be right at the

23 nout h of the Nelson River, which is only about

24  four or five mles away fromour community. So,

25 you know, we have water there, our water plant
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there, so -- of course, like | said, all of the

erosion, that sedinent all there, it is inpacting
our waters big tine.

THE CHAIRVMAN: |s there anything |eft
at Warren's Landi ng?

MR. FLETT: Well, people have cabins
there for summer. It is a recreational area.

THE CHAIRMAN: It is just a sunmer
pl ace now?

MR. FLETT: Yeah.

THE CHAI RVAN:.  Thank you.

MR. DESROSIERS: Just a little bit on
Grand Rapids again. Sumrertine during the nonth
of August, end of July and August, they pick up
the branches in the river because that's when the
turbine are working their fullest | guess. So
they float on the | ake and they danage too nany
nets, so they have to pick up. Hydro has two
boats there, and there was sone Metis working on
their owmn to pick up the branches too there for a
little while. We were there two weeks in a row,
and they were still picking up the branches. And
it was not the best site in the river, you had to
watch all of the time when you drove. And it was

not very nice. So it is really, like, you know,
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1 the trees and everything they get damaged, and

2 when they open, the river just flows sky high.

3 Just make sure the boat and the nptor starts,

4 So. ..

5 THE CHAI RVAN:.  Thank you.

6 M5. LAG MODIERE: While I"'msitting

7 here listening, | told you |l will speak to you as

8 a vice president, and also as a Metis person who
9 has fam|ly in the north, not just in Thonpson,

10 throughout the north. | have famly in Nelson

11 House and | have famly in Cross Lake, Norway

12 House, | have famly in York Landing. | already
13 said Nel son House. So it is not just Thonpson. |
14 live in Thonpson. And | listened to, you know,

15 the presentations that you have heard fromthe

16 harvesters, the enpl oyees who worked on the dam
17 The point | want to rmake is the divide and conquer
18 mentality that it has created. It has created

19 deprivation for the Metis people in the north for
20 sure. And it has created the haves and the have
21 nots, and we are the have nots.

22 It is a public docunent to | ook in

23 t he census that Canada does, and we show up as

24 bei ng anongst the poorest as a nation. W are the

25 poorest, we lack in education, we are less likely
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1 to have university degrees. (Qbviously there is

2 i ndi vidual s that have that, but as a Nation we

3 don't have it. So when you hear stories like

4 M. Flett shared with you and M. Canpbell, that
5 people will accept when Hydro conmes al ong and

6 t akes advantage of the people, the poorest of the
7 people -- and by the way, also the youngest as an
8 Aboriginal popul ation, we are the youngest, |'m
9 tal ki ng about as a nation we are the youngest --
10 and take advantage of our situation, that we live
11 in poverty, we |lack education.

12 You go back a few years ago, 20 years
13 ago, 30 years ago, and they are signing deals or
14 they are giving -- showng up with their cheque
15 book, and you know you have to feed your famly.
16 That' s taking advantage of a people. And that

17 really upsets ne, it angers nme that this happens.
18 We did our own health study. Qur people are

19 also -- we win the race there by the way, we have
20 the highest rates of incidents wth diseases that
21 are killing our people. W are nore likely to

22 have disabilities, we have lost linbs, we lead in
23 the wong place. Unfortunately, that's where we
24 are | eadi ng.

25 So it is no surprise when you hear
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1 t hat people -- that Hydro takes advantage. And |

2 say, |I'mnot afraid to say it, because it is true,
3 t hey take advantage of those that are nost at

4 risk. Yet we are a very proud people. W are

5 very entrepreneurial as well. W want to

6 contribute to Canadi an society. W do contribute
7 to Canadi an society. W are taxpayers. Qur

8 peopl e want to work. And when they do get jobs on
9 t hese Hydro projects, |I've seen this, | mean

10 have lived in the north all of ny adult life. |
11 don't originate fromthe north, because | grew up
12 in a small comunity called Bacon Ridge, but ny
13 dad lived up north and he noved us up there. So |

14 went to school in Thonpson and | raised ny famly

15 there. | have grand children, great grandchildren
16 NOW.

17 And you | ook at the projects that have
18 happened. Jenpeg. |[|'ve been around a long tine,
19 | amnot afraid to say it, I'mgoing to be

20 collecting ny old age security soon enough. |[|'ve
21 seen Jenpeg, | have seen Linestone, Wiskwatim

22 Keeyask. It is the same pattern. The sane

23 pattern, Gary tal ked about it, he said you start
24 off, we do the nenial jobs, that's what we end up

25 with. And it conmes back to what the census says,
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1 we lack education. So we need conpensation, we

2 need to be able to educate our people. W do get

3 sonme of that, but not enough.

4 If there is anything that | want to

5 i npress upon you is that Hydro takes advantage of

6 the Metis people. And they are dividing us, yet

7 we are related to these First Nations. | don't

8 begrudge what they get, | support what they get.

9 But to do it and then create these have nots. |[f
10 you were to conme to ny house, | would never say to
11 you, oh, you are froma different nation you
12 should sit over here and | will feed you different
13 food. You are going to get the sanme food that |I'm
14 going to feed all of ny famly, whether they are
15 First Nations nmenbers or they are not, because
16 sone of ny famly isn't. M daughter-in-lawis
17 not First Nations, she is not Metis. | don't
18 care, when she cones in ny door, she is treated
19 equally. W live in Canada. W are supposed to
20 be such an advanced country. W open the doors to
21 immgrants, we invite them we encourage people to
22 come here because we are such a giving country,

23 yet we m streat our own.
24 And Hydro, as M. Flett said, we can't

25 live without Hydro, you know, the benefit of Hydro
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1 that we get through the generating station. But

2 where does it conme fron? It conmes fromny back

3 door. Yet | have sonebody |like Gary sitting at

4 hone for a year, alnost a year, waiting to be

5 call ed back. Wen | was in Toronto the other day
6 | was sitting there with a man who was being

7 brought back, who was being fl own back to go back
8 to Keeyask and work while | have grandchildren

9 sitting at home unenpl oyed, unable to get on those
10 projects. Something is wong with that picture.
11 And when you hear about the erosion,
12 you' ve heard from M. Canpbell before, | know M.
13 Sargeant is -- has been around chairing these

14 meetings, and he has heard from M. Canpbell

15 before. M. Canmpbell kind of talked a little bit
16 about it today, where the erosion that's happening
17 in the north, there is rivers, and he tal ked about
18 it, ariver, we don't knowif it is naned yet, but
19 that river was created fromerosion, and it is a
20 big river. You know, and people are, you know,

21 are also -- when you hear experienced fishernmen
22 dyi ng because sonet hing, you know, the erosion,

23 the |l and, the | andscape has changed. There is

24 sonmet hing wong with that picture.

25 So if there is anything that | wanted
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1 to inpress upon you that's what | wanted to share

2 wWith you. This is not about nme personally. |I'm
3 speaki ng about the people that | represent, and

4 sone of them do happen to be ny famly. They are
5 t he next generation. | have great grandchildren
6 who are just little. They need to be able to |

7 hope stay in the north.

8 And I"'mgoing to stop before | keep

9 going and insult anybody. M gwech.

10 MR. FYKE: Gary Fyke again from

11 Thonmpson now. In between jobs | usually nove

12 furniture to nmake ends neet, and had the

13 opportunity to nove a famly from Thonpson to

14 Nor way House who were from Norway House

15 originally. And it was in the mddle of the

16 wnter and | got up there with the nother and the
17 five kids, and all of her furniture and

18 bel ongi ngs, and | parked the truck on the road and
19 they indicated that the stuff was to go in a shed
20 100 feet off of the road and through three feet of
21 snow on the reserve. So okay, | |load the couch on
22 ny shoul der and cutting trail to the shack, | got
23 it there. And conme back and there is 16 of them
24  standing out in front of this house, and I go to

25 grab sonething else and | | ook and said, aren't
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1 you guys going to help ne? And one guy says why

2 shoul d we? Because | brought your sister's

3 furniture. Oh, we don't help half humans. | said
4 what was that? He said we don't help half humans.
5 And | said how do you nmean |I'ma half human?

6 Well, you are not full Indian, you are only half,
7 you are half white. So | said well, | can | eave

8 the furniture right here on the road in the snow,
9 it don't nake no difference to ne. | already got
10 under cut because your sister told nme she wanted to
11 nove to Nel son House and waited until after | got
12 the furniture |l oaded that it is Norway House, and
13 now you are not even going to help ne? And one

14 guy piped up and said | will help you because you
15 are half Aboriginal. And the next thing you know
16 the truck was enpty, and I was gone. And that's
17 all I wanted to say, thank you.

18 M NI STER PARK: Does anybody have any
19 ot her comrents that they want to nmake at this tine
20 before | pass it back to the Conm ssioners?

21 MR. CAMPBELL: | would nake one nore
22 comment about Hydro effects. Norman Canpbel |

23 seni or speaking. | know this is about |ike

24 effects Hydro has downstream or upstream of -- and

25 like on -- there are places that we used to go
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1 pick berries all of the time and they used to be

2 plentiful, and those places aren't there anynore.
3 And one of the things that Hydro does when they

4 raise the water, the fish go with the water and

5 they go into places, and it is quite surprising

6 how fast Hydro can drop the water sonetinmes. Wen
7 the water goes up, the fish go with them Hydro

8 dropped the water, the fish get trapped up there.
9 And in sone cases, |ike they have seen, they found
10 where the fish, they have run out of oxygen in the
11 winter tinme, it is too shallow and they die up

12 there. And then the next tine that Hydro raises
13 the water, they do nake it good fishing because

14  when they raise the water the fish cone back to

15 the lake. And the fishing part is you catch a | ot
16 of debris, like there is so nuch wood tunbling

17 around in the current and that, they get tossed

18 all over, any tine you could | ose a gang of nets,
19 a gang to us is two nets and that would cost you
20 about $300. We |lose ours, we don't get anything
21 for it, it is just too bad, there is no

22 conpensation for it.

23 And like | say at times too, when they
24 drop the water, you |l ose track of where you were,

25 because your travel nmarks aren't there, and you
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m ght be 100 yards over and you could hit, you

could smash your notor and you don't get anything
for it. But if you are a First Nation person, you
m ght not even have rights on the | ake, not a
Iicence holder or anything, maybe out hunting, you
hit a rock and you get conpensated for it. So you
know, it is -- it is different for First Nations
and it is, you know, we are just not treated the
sanme, and | really don't think that's right.

But Hydro, they are causing a | ot of
bad effects on | akes, and now it is even getting
to be people. And that's all | wanted to say.
Thank you.

MR. CHORNOBY: | have one nore thing
to say about the conmunity next to us, they get
paid, they get a trip, groceries, gas, everything
paid for to go nobose hunting every year.

Sonetinmes 40 famlies go out. Hydro pays for
that. They don't pay for ne when | go hunti ng.
They give the noney to Split Lake and they go to

our | akes that we used to own, the 36 | akes. W

lost themall. W don't even have one | ake now.
Split Lake was our |ake, we fished it. | don't
know what to say. It is crazy. It is scary. |

don't know what to say, you guys, it is not going
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1 to stop unless we do sonething about it. It is

2 not fair that sonebody should get their plane -- |
3 know t he guy who flies them he takes his beaver
4 in there, he flies for six straight weeks hauling
5 peopl e out, just hunting. That's anmazing. And we
6 know that Hydro is paying for it. The band isn't
7 paying for it, | can tell you that much. W don't
8 get those benefits. W have to pay for our
9 licences. It costs lots to fly now, 745 a mle,
10 so if I'"'mgoing to go 100 mles to kill a nobose,
11 one trip, and now | have to conme back now if
12 killed one. You are |looking at a | ot of noney.
13 They are getting everything paid for free. There
14 is sonmething wong with that. |If Hydro can |et
15 themto go out, why can't we? How cone we don't
16 have the sane right to, you know, they have got
17 sonme nice spots. Al of those spots that Split
18 Lake owns because of the '67 agreenment was all
19 Il ford' s |lakes, | know, | haul ed hundreds and
20 hundreds of |oads of fish out of there. Like |
21 say we have none over there now. It is all gone.
22 So sone things like that woul d be nice, maybe not
23 personally to us, but if it went to the Metis
24 Federation or sonething, a group of people and

25 say, okay, if you are going out, if you killed one
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1 noose or two nobose, and you have to get back, or

2 sonet hing. We want sone little bit, we don't want
3 everything, we are not going to get as |lucky as

4 those people, they even get their gas, their food,
5 everything is paid for.

6 THE CHAI RVMAN:  You say you |l ost the

7 access to the | akes, was that because when they

8 set up the resource nmanagenent areas under the

9 i npl enent ati on agreenents or --

10 MR, CHORNOBY: | would say part of it,
11 for sure, because they cane back 8, 12 years,

12 Mani t oba Hydro, Split Lake Resource, and we

13 actually signed an agreenent. So, |I'mtelling

14 you, it was a lot of people sitting around and

15 only four councillors, only four people Iike us.
16 We didn't have much of a choice, to be honest.

17 The big part was the North Indian Lake part, that
18 got denolished, and the Little Churchill River and
19 the Butnau River is what really affected Ilford.
20 These guys are nmaking rivers. He says Hydro is
21 making rivers up there, and we are losing rivers
22 down here. | don't know what you want to say

23 about it. It is crazy. It would be nice for, not
24  for ne personally, but for the Metis Federation

25 itself, it would be nice if it would get sponsored
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1 in sone way, thank you

2 MR FLETT: | just wanted to really

3 enphasi ze that 2-mle channel, Manitoba Hydro is

4 going to have to riprap that to stop that erosion.
5 Because if they don't, that whole point is going

6 away and it is going to have a big tinme inpact in
7 that area, as far as the fishery is concerned.

8 When | started working for my conmmunity in 1997 we
9 were brought to Wnni peg at the Polo Park Inn, and
10 we had a neeting there, | worked there when | was
11 a community administrative officer for 20 years,
12 and the governnent of the day, the mnister pulled
13 me aside, two of us from Cross Lake and Norway

14 House, and said we are going to end the Northern
15 Fl ood Agreenent cone hell or high water because it
16 is a never ending wound that doesn't heal. Money,
17 right? 1In Norway House Cree Nation, they settled
18 with them and the fishing industry was included
19 in their settlement. But if that doesn't happen,
20 if that 2-mle wears away, or that point, for sure
21 there is going to be a big inpact there. So |
22 just wanted to enphasize that nore as a Metis
23 person living there and the Metis fishernen that
24 are still there and that wll still be there, we

25 have to plan for that. The guy who spoke for
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1 quite a bit before.
2 M NI STER PARK:  Ckay.
3 M. Comm ssioner, | guess you heard fromthe

4 harvesters now, and you heard fromus as

5 politicians, and |'mnot going to try to sumari ze
6 what has been said, but I"'msure it is going to be
7 on the record or on the transcribed copies that

8 are going to be provided. But it is definitely

9 di sheartening to hear sonme of the issues that our
10 harvesters are facing in the north, not only

11 harvesters, but community nenbers as well. And |
12 agree whol eheartedly with Vice President

13 Lagi nodiere, it is dividing us as Aboriginal

14  people. W shouldn't have to pick sides. And we
15 fully support what First Nations get. W only

16 hope that one day the governnment wi |l understand
17 that we have equal rights. So with that | wll

18 end and | will pass the mc to you, M. Chair.

19 THE CHAIRMAN: | think she can hear ne
200 without the mc. Thank you, Mnister Park. And
21 thank you to all of you who have conme out here

22 today. Sone of you have conme fromquite a ways

23 away, so we really appreciate that and thank you
24  for your presentations today. There is no doubt

25 that they were heart-felt and sincere. And
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1 that -- |I'msearching for words here -- you've

2 told us good stories. | nmean these are stories

3 that we want to hear. W can't prom se that we

4 are going to fix many or even any of these things,
5 but what we have heard today you will see

6 reflected in our report, and it will certainly

7 i nfluence us in our thinking when we cone to nake
8 recommendati ons or suggestions to the governnment

9 in our report.

10 So again, thank you to all of you as
11 i ndi vidual s and thank you to the MW and the staff

12 for putting this day together, or this afternoon

13 together. I'mglad you did it and it is of good
14 value to us. So with that, |I again thank you and
15 good afternoon, and sonme of you | know we will see

16 you agai n.

17 (Concl uded at 3:30 p.m)
18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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OFFI C AL EXAM NER S CERTI FI CATE

Cecelia Reid, a duly appointed Oficial Exam ner
in the Province of Manitoba, do hereby certify the
foregoi ng pages are a true and correct transcript
of ny Stenotype notes as taken by ne at the tine
and place hereinbefore stated to the best of our

skill and ability.

Cecelia Reid

Oficial Exam ner, Q B.
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