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1 Wednesday, January 28, 2015

2 Upon commencing at 1:30 p. m
3 DR NI GAAN SINCLAIR Okay. So if
4  everyone could have a seat, or have a seat

5 wherever you would |ike to get confortable.

6 So bonj our everyone. M/ nane is
7 Ni i gaan Sinclair and I will be the noderator for
8 today. | feel kind of weird over at this big

9 m crophone, but | want to nake sure that our

10 transcribers can hear, and hear everything

11 clearly.

12 |"ma professor at the University of
13 Mani t oba, but I'malso, inportantly, a Peguis

14 menber. | grew up in Selkirk, Manitoba. Al of
15 ny famly is there. W have been Pegui s nenbers
16 our entire life, and nost of nmy research and ny
17 work and ny witing and ny public speaking is in
18 this area on environnmental issues in relation to
19 Mani t oba, but al so Lake W nni peg.

20 | have al so been involved frequently
21 wth the Conm ssion, with the C ean Environnent
22 Comm ssion, testifying with the Peguis del egation
23 two tines now, the Bipole hearings and al so

24 Keeyask. So I'mfamliar with the process and |'m

25 famliar with the work that we are going to be
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1 doi ng here.

2 So | wel conme the Conm ssioners from

3 the dean Environnent Conm ssion, and | also

4  wel cone el ders and know edge keepers and nenbers
5 of Manitoba Hydro to cone and join with us in what
6 hopes to be a fruitful afternoon and eveni ng.

7 W have a | onger schedul e, however, we
8 may nodify it as we wi sh going throughout the day.
9 But before really | continue, | just want to

10 rem nd everybody, if you could please turn off

11 your cell phones. W turned off the fan so that
12 everybody can hear. The bathroons are -- | should
13 check -- over that way, we have sinks and

14  bathroons over there. And we have | ocked these
15 doors over here that lead into the VLT area just
16 so that we can have mnimal traffic and that

17 everybody can hear.

18 Thr oughout the afternoon the

19 transcri bers, over here we have our |ovely

20 transcri ber who will be asking at times for nme to
21 stop proceedi ngs, perhaps, if she can't hear you,
22 or if she would like clarification on certain

23 words, and at tinmes may need spellings on certain
24 things. So what we hope is to sort of mnimze

25 that process by -- | will nmake sure that | have
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1 docunents for her and so on
2 But before we really begin, before |
3 really talk too nuch nore, | want to invite our

4 el der to begin with an opening prayer. W are

5 very honoured to have Pegui s nmenber Cheryl

6  Thonpson, Shining Water Woman, who is going to

7 come up and share a few words and share an

8 offering. So, Cheryl?

9 (Openi ng prayer)

10 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR:  So, migwech to
11 Cheryl for that beautiful song and al so for those
12 beauti ful words. M daughter's nane is, as | was
13 telling her earlier, is Dancing on the Shining

14 Water. So it is really a total coincidence and

15 proof | think yet again that G chi Manidoo is

16  thinking about us as we are doing this work and as
17 we are thinking about doing this.

18 The reason why we are all here today
19 is we are here at the C ean Environnent Conm ssion
20 to speak about water and to speak al so about the

21 hi storical relationships that have |ead us into

22 t oday.
23 Mani t oba Hydro has applied for a
24  permanent final licence for the regul ation of Lake

25 W nni peg, whi ch has now been going on for four
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1 decades where they have had an interimlicence.

2 So the C ean Environnment Conmm ssion has been asked
3 to review and refl ect upon that experience, and

4 then ask for comunity input and thoughts on the
5 | arger project at work here.

6 So our job here today is to gather as
7 much information as possible, and al so | ook at

8 potential recomrendati ons and questions that

9 comunities nost directly affected have, to | ook
10 towards the future and how further regul ation of
11 Lake Wnni peg would affect this particul ar

12 comunity of Pegui s.

13 So this hearing is specifically for

14 Pegui s, versus many ot her public sessions that

15 will be held in the near future. You can get a
16 schedule over there. | actually draw your
17 attention to the one, | believe, on

18 February 4th -- sorry, February 4th at 3:30 and

19 6: 30, and that one will be in Selkirk, Manitoba.
20 That's a public session, but this one is

21 specifically for Peguis nmenbers to present.

22 The purpose for today is to hear

23 Mani t oba Hydro's projects, the historical

24  projects, but also what their interests are into

25 the future. So we have a representative from
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1 Mani t oba Hydro that's going to share that with us. ra0es
2 The O ean Environnent Comm ssion is

3 interested in reviewing the public policy that has

4 | ead us to this nonent, to hear evidence, and then

5 al so review the successes and the failures, and

6 then finally to wite a report, to summarize. So
7 if I can just encourage -- and as noderator ny job
8 isn't to direct anything, but I would just like to
9 encourage everyone to really give, not only your
10 reflections and your experiences about the

11 regul ati on of Lake W nni peg, but your ideas and

12  your reconmmendations for the future.

13 As nmoderator ny job is two-fold; one
14 is to act as a go-between between Peguis and the
15 Cl ean Environment Conmi ssion, but also nmy job is
16 to ensure that comunity menbers have their

17 noment, their nonment in which to share, to reflect
18 and to clarify what they would Iike to have in the
19 final report that the C ean Environment Commi ssion

200 will give on the regul ation of Lake W nni peg.

21 So at times | will ask -- | may
22 intervene or | may ask for clarification fromthe
23 presentation that we will give later. | may al so

24 ask the Comm ssion if there is any questions, and

25 | mght also ask, if there is any tinme left in
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1 your presentation, to clarify and to really

2 condense and nake clear what are your specific

3 recommendati ons that you would Iike to see in the
4 final report.

5 As noderator ny job is to make sure

6 al so that we keep on schedule. And so we don't

7 have a full slate of speakers as of yet, or

8 presenters as of yet, but whatever the tine period
9 is, if we choose on 10 mi nutes or 15 mnutes for a
10 presentation, | will ask you before you speak what
11 you would like ne to do to rem nd you of the tine.
12 So |l will probably say privately to you, what

13 would you like, | can give you a five-mnute

14 warning or a two-mnute warning, but we can talk
15 about that as we go along |l ater.

16 So those are really ny opening

17 comments as noderator for the discussion. What |
18 want to dois | want to invite the Conm ssioner,
19 Terry Sargeant, fromthe C ean Environnent

20 Conmi ssion, to introduce the fell ow conm ssioners
21 as well as to say a few opening conments.

22 THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you. 1Is this mc
23 on? Thank you, Dr. Sinclair

24 As Niigaan has said, ny nane is Terry

25 Sargeant, |'mthe Chair of the Manitoba C ean
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1 Envi ronnent Comm ssion as well as the Chair of

2 this panel. | would |ike to note, | have been in
3 this cormunity many tinmes, but that was many years
4 ago, it's been over 30 years since | have been

5 here. So it is nice to cone back and see how nuch
6 has changed in those years and how nuch has

7 changed for the positive.

8 At the outset, on behalf of the

9 Commi ssion, | would Iike to acknow edge that we

10 are hol ding these hearings here today in the

11 traditional territory of the Peguis First Nation,
12 a Treaty 1 First Nation.

13 On a personal note, | would also like

14 to note, acknow edge the recent passing of your

15 long-tine Chief Louis Stevenson. Wen | was
16 involved in politics inthe early "80s, | got to
17 know Louis. | quickly cane to quite admre the

18 quality of his |eadership and also of his

19 dedi cation to your community. So | would like to
20 extend nmy condol ences to your community on this,
21 his | oss.

22 | would also like to thank the

23 | eadership of your comrunity for accepting the

24  Cean Environnent Conmi ssion's invitation to host

25 the Conmission. As Niigaan Sinclair said in his
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1 comments, we wish to hear fromas nany of you as

2 possi bl e, sharing your thoughts and stories.

3 | would Iike to introduce the other

4 menbers of the panel. To ny right is Neil Harden
5 tomnmy left is EdwWin Yee. W also have staff with
6 us, our Comm ssion secretary, Cathy Johnson, our

7 Comm ssi on adm ni strator, Joyce Mieller, and our
8 comunity |iaison person, Melissa Hotain. As well
9 we have technical staff on the other side of the
10 room Bob Arnstrong, the report witer, and Cece
11 Reid, the recorder.

12 Wien the M nister asked us to conduct
13 t hose hearings, conduct these hearings, pardon ne,
14 one of the things he asked us to do specifically
15 was to hold neetings in communities around both
16 the north and the south basins of Lake W nni peg,
17 as well as inthe Cty of Wnnipeg. So it is with
18 that that we are comng into your community today.
19 And as Nigaan Sinclair has said, we have been and
20 also will be in a nunber of other communities to
21 hear what the public has to say.

22 | think Niigaan Sinclair wll be

23 noderating today, but it is our goal and our hope
24 that this session is as informal as possible. |

25 mean, it looks a little fornmal with these tables
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1 and mcs and things, but we hope that you wll

2 feel confortable in comng forward and maki ng your
3 presentation if you wish to be heard.

4 As far as the Conmm ssion is concerned,
5 anybody that is present may conme forward and nake
6 a presentation. |If you feel confortable, or nore
7 confortabl e having sonebody join you and two of

8 you maki ng the presentation, that's quite al

9 right. |If you feel nore confortable speaking, or
10 if you wish to speak in your own | anguage, that is
11 okay as well. W would only ask that you or

12 sonebody el se translate so that we understand what
13 was said.

14 What we want to hear fromyou is who
15 you are, what your nane is, how the project may

16 have i npacted you or your famly or your

17 comunity. W would also like to hear, and

18 Dr. Sinclair tal ked about this as well, your

19 t houghts on what we m ght reconmend and what

20 conclusions we mght draw. |If you have sonme views
21 on that, please |et us know.

22 And finally, if you don't feel

23 confortabl e speaking in public, or if you know

24 ot her people who are not able to be here today who

25 would like to say their piece, you are nore than
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1 welcone to submt sonething in witing. And that
2 doesn't really need to be a really big thing. It
3 can be as sinple as a letter, or an email, or if

4 you are a bit anbitious, a |onger paper. And you
5 can either mail that to us, or email that to us

6 The address is on our website.

7 That's all | have to say by way of
8 opening coments. So | look forward to a
9 productive afternoon and evening, and | will turn

10 it back to Niigaan Sinclair.

11 DR. NI I GAAN SI NCLAIR  Ckay.

12 M i gwech, Conmmi ssioner Sargeant, for opening us up
13 and getting us to think a little bit about what is
14 goi ng to be happening this afternoon.

15 Now, we have two sessions planned, an
16 afternoon and an evening session. So our evening
17 session will be after dinner, and | understand

18 di nner is provided, so there will be dinner

19 provi ded here at approximately 5:00 o' clock. Wen
20 it is brought in wll be put on tables just over
21 here. And we will also have a coffee break at

22 3: 15, and maybe anot her coffee break sort of

23 i mpronptu in there, depending on -- W have two

24  official speakers and then, of course, an

25 unofficial where there is time for anyone to
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1 speak. CQur official speakers, we have three of

2 them The first is, we are going to have a

3 presentation by Dal e Hutchi son of Manitoba Hydro,
4 who as you can see here set up a power-point, and
5 he will speak briefly. And then that will be

6 foll owed by a question and answer session where

7 anyone -- anyone here is invited to ask any

8 questions. And if M. Hutchison cannot answer any
9 of the questions, he will be honest and say that,

10 and maybe he woul d direct us to sonewhere else to

11 | ook. But | can't enphasize enough how really
12 inportant it is, if you have a question, it is
13 inmportant to enter that into the record. It wll

14 be entered into the record. So all questions are
15 wel cone and val uabl e.

16 Following that at 2:45'ish, or it is
17 kind of flexible at this point, when M. Hutchison
18 is finished we wll invite Chief Hudson to speak,
19 and then Councillor M ke Sutherland follow ng

20 that. Both of them need to be back at Fisher

21 Branch, | know Councillor Sutherland for sure.

22 And then followng that we will have a coffee

23 break, so maybe we will get one in there,

24  depending on the travelling first. The roads are

25 dangerous and really quite treacherous. So we
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1 will be flexible at the sane tine.

2 And then follow ng that at about

3 3:30"ish, we are going to invite presentations

4 fromanyone in the community that would like to

5 speak. |I'mnot sure what the tinme limt on those
6 wll be. However, if you are interested in

7 speaki ng, the tables at the back have a sign in,
8 and they also have fornms which, if you wish to

9 speak, all you have to do is enter in your nane,
10 and the nanes will be brought to nme. | wll then
11 call forward names who will -- you know, we w ||
12 say, here is the next three speakers, if we have
13 those, and then we will go fromthere. That's a
14 bit a ways away.

15 So for now what | would like to do is
16 invite Dal e Hutchison from Mani t oba Hydro, who

17 will be coming up to speak and giving us a brief

18 presentation, as well as he will be staying for

19 guestion and answer. | can noderate the question
20 and answer if you like, or if you wanted to -- we
21  will figure it out when we get there | guess.

22 And do you want to speak from here?
23 MR. HUTCHISON: | think I will just

24 try fromthe front.

25 DR NI GAAN SINCLAIR:  No probl em




Peguis Lake Winnipeg Regulation January 28, 2015

Page 16
1 Just while Dale is setting up, free coffee and

2 tea, tea is on the right and coffee on the left.
3 So if you want to go there -- and | think water is

4 there too, and not brought from W nni peg.

5 MR. HUTCH SON: Hello. Can everyone
6 hear ?
7 Thank you, Dr. Sinclair. M nane is

8 Dal e Hutchi son. Respected el ders, guests, nenbers
9 of Peguis First Nation, thank you for inviting ne
10 totalk alittle bit about Lake W nni peg

11 Regul ation. | have been working with Mnitoba

12 Hydro for 15 years -- | have been working with

13 Mani t oba Hydro for 15 years to understand the

14 effects on the waterways and on the people with

15 whomwe share themw th. Today ny presentation

16 wll talk about the Mnitoba Hydro system Lake

17 W nni peg, and our Lake W nni peg Regul ati on

18 project. And nost of ny presentation involves

19 material that's on the banners at the back. And
20 after the presentation, | wll be available to

21 talk with anyone about anything that didn't make
22 sense here as well.

23 Okay. A huge area that stretches from
24  the Rocky Mountains in the west, to the edge of

25 Lake Superior in the east, and south into the Red
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1 River Valley of the United States, flows into Lake

2 W nni peg. The shape of the land is like a mllion
3 square kilometre bowl, and that's what makes

4 hydr oel ectric devel opnent possible on a | arge

5 scale in Mnitoba.

6 There are 15 generating stations that
7 t ake advantage of the water flow ng through the

8 provi nce. These are shown by the blue dots on the
9 map. And the size of the dot, small, medium or

10 | arge, shows how nmuch electricity these stations
11 can produce. So we have got six small stations on
12 the Wnnipeg Rver. W have got a nedium sized

13 station on the Saskatchewan River at G and Rapi ds.
14 Now, the Nelson River flows out of Lake W nni peg
15 all the way to Hudson Bay. W have got a small

16 generating station on the west channel of the

17 Nel son River. North of the Nelson is the

18 Churchill River, which also flows into Hudson Bay.
19 Now, rather than build generating stations on this
20 far northern river, its waters were diverted
21 through a project called the Churchill River
22 Diversion. This project involved putting a dam at
23 the outfl ow of Southern Indian Lake, raising the
24 | evel of that |ake by nine feet, and diverting

25 nost of its waters into the Nelson at Split Lake.
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1 Wiskwati m the newest generating station, is
2 | ocated on this route.
3 The main hydroel ectric benefit of

4 Churchill River D version is that from Split Lake,
5 downstream the Nelson River has the benefit of

6 two rivers, and this is where our | argest

7 generating stations are, Kettle, Long Spruce and
8 Li mestone. These three stations al one produce 70
9 per cent of all electricity produced in Manitoba.
10 And Keeyask is currently under construction, it is
11 on this stretch of river as well.

12 To nove the electricity fromthe north
13 down to the south, we have got a thousand

14  kilonetres of bipole line. There is two bipole,
15 or high voltage bipole lines that go fromthe

16 north to the south. They end in a converter

17 station near Wnnipeg. There is a third bipole
18 line that you have probably heard about, it is

19 currently being constructed on the west side of

20 the province as well.

21 Fromthe converter station near

22  Wnnipeg there are 100, 000 kil onetres of

23 distribution lines that take electricity to homes
24 and busi nesses t hroughout Manitoba.

25 We al so produce electricity from
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1 natural gas at stations in Brandon and Sel kirk and

2 in an energency we can produce electricity using
3 coal at our station in Brandon. W also purchase
4 electricity fromwind farns at St. Leon and

5 St. Joseph. You may have seen these windmlls

6 when you go down south to the United States. The
7 Mani t oba Hydro system uses water to produce over
8 95 per cent of the electricity made.

9 So now | want to turn your attention
10 to Lake Wnnipeg. This is the tenth |argest

11 freshwater lake in the world, it is Manitoba's

12 great |ake. As you can see, over a dozen rivers
13 flowinto the | ake, yet there is only one natural
14 outflow This nmakes it easy for the |lake to

15 flood. |Ice can block the flow of water out of the
16 | ake during winter, because the nmouth of the

17 Nel son River is, it is wide but it is very

18 shallow. As | nentioned, ice can block the flow
19 of water out over the winter. Historically,

20 flooding has caused problens for people living

21 around the | ake. H ghways have been cl osed.

22 Farmers crops have been lost. Cottages and hones
23 have been damaged.

24 These are photos and W nni peg Free

25 Press headl i nes describing Lake W nni peg fl ood
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1 events in recent history. W have got 1927, 1950,

2 1955, 1966, 1968, 1969, 1970. People on the |ake
3 put a | ot of pressure on governnent to do

4  sonet hing about Lake Wnnipeg flooding. At the

5 sane tinme, demand for electricity was growing in

6 the province. So in 1970, the Prem er of Manitoba
7 announced plans to proceed with Lake W nni peg

8 Regul ation for flood control on Lake W nni peg, or
9 flood relief on Lake Wnnipeg | should say, and

10 power production on the Nel son River.

11 | want to tal k about Lake W nni peg

12 Regul ation, which I wll call LWR for short,

13 because | will be referring to it many tines.

14 Before we could build LWR first we needed a

15 licence fromthe Province under the Water Power

16 Act. This is simlar to getting a permt before
17 you build a house. This initial licence is called
18 an interimlicence, and to get it we had to

19 provi de informati on about what we were planning to
20 build and the effect it would have on water |evels
21 and fl ows.

22 In 1970, the Province granted us an

23 interimlicence to proceed with LMWR, along with

24 rules for howit could be operated. And there

25 were three types of rules. The first were
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1 operating ranges for Lake Wnni peg and downstream

2 | ake. For instance, on Lake W nni peg between

3 elevations 711 and 715 above sea | evel, Manitoba
4 Hydro coul d deci de how nuch water could flow out

5 of Jenpeg in order to neet electricity demands.

6 If the level of th el ake gets above el evation 715,
7 we are required to Il et as nuch water out of the

8 | ake as possible. This is called maxi num

9 di scharge. And if the elevation of the |ake goes
10 below 711, it is the Mnister of Conservation and
11 Wat er Stewardship who tells us how nuch water to
12 flow to Jenpeg.

13 The second rule is that we al ways have
14 to have the water flow ng out of Lake W nni peg.

15 And the third rule is we can't change the rate of
16 water flow at Jenpeg too fast. W agreed with

17 these rules and built Lake W nni peg Regul ati on by

18  1976.
19 The next step in the |icence process
20 is to request a final licence which is good for 50

21 years fromthe date construction is conpleted. So
22 in this case, the LWR final licence will expire in
23 2026, which is only 11 years away. Now, before
24 our licence expires, we wll apply to renew the

25 licence for up to another 50 years.
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1 So what is LMWMR? Well, it invol ved

2 di gging a second outfl ow for Lake W nni peg and two
3 ot her channels to allow nore water to fl ow out of
4 the |ake. Now, these channels would drain the

5 | ake, so it was necessary to build a dam at Jenpeg
6 to control the flow of the water on the west

7 channel of the Nelson River. So using the exanple
8 of a faucet, tub and drain, if you renenber that

9 slide | showed you that showed all of the rivers
10 flowng into Lake Wnnipeg, well, if all of those
11 rivers are represented by this water drop under

12 the faucet, this is what is comng into the |ake,
13 this drop here represents the water that can cone
14  out of the natural channel on the Nelson River.

15 You can see that this water drop is a ot snmaller
16 than this one. This neans that during floods nore
17 water enters the |ake than | eaves it, which neans
18 that the water level rises and floods the

19 channel s.

20 In this | ower diagramyou can see a

21 second water drop. This represents the water that

22 can flow out of the LWR channel. You can see that
23 it is half the size of the natural outflow  But
24 still, together these two drops don't equal the

25 | arge faucet. So this neans that during floods
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1 nore water will enter the | ake than can | eave it,

2 only now the | ake won't rise as high and the

3 fl oods won't last as long. So Lake W nni peg

4 Regul ati on can influence the water |evel of the

5 | ake, but it can't outright control it.

6 Peopl e have different ideas about how
7 LWR affects the water |evel on the | ake. Sone

8 peopl e think we keep the water |evel on the | ake
9 hi gher all of the tine, other people think we keep
10 it lower. Well, the Federal Covernnment has been
11 nonitoring water |evels on Lake Wnni peg for over
12 100 years. And what this water |evel data shows
13 is that the lake is still behaving now like it

14 always did. The water level will rise during the
15 spring and the sumer, and the water |evel wll

16 fall over the course of the fall and winter. Wen
17 there is a drought in the watershed, the | ake

18 | evel gets low. \Wien there is a flood in the

19 watershed, the | ake | evel gets high.

20 However, since 1976 when LWR was

21 built, there is one very noticeable change. And
22 everybody is probably groaning because it is a

23 graph, but it is really difficult to show changes
24 in water |levels over tinme w thout using a graph.

25 So this graph shows that LWR has reduced fl oodi ng
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1 on Lake Wnni peg by conmparing the water |evel with

2 LWR, conpared to what the water |evel would be if
3 LWR did not exist. So the one side of the graph
4 has the el evati on above sea | evel. The bottom of
5 t he graph shows the 40 years since 1977, the first
6 full year that LVWR was in operation. The blue

7 line is the actual water level with LWR and the
8 red line is an estimate of what the water |evel

9 would be if LWR did not exist.

10 Now, you probably noticed that the
11 | ast decade has been quite wet. There has been a
12 | ot of water flowing into Lake W nni peg and down

13 to the Nelson River. Wsat this chart shows is

14 that flood years |ike 1997, 2005, 2011 and 2014,
15 the | ake | evel woul d have been two feet higher and
16 the flooding would have | asted nuch |onger. So
17 this informati on denonstrates that LMR i s neeting
18 its goal of providing flood relief on Lake

19 W nni peg.

20 Now, let's | ook at what happens

21 downst ream of Lake W nni peg. 20,000 people live
22 along the Nelson River. Land and water are

23 extrenely inportant to their identity and their
24 livelihood. Al Manitobans benefit from having

25 | ow cost reliable electricity, and peopl e around
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1 Lake Wnni peg benefit fromflood relief provided
2 by LWR
3 However, people downstream of Lake

4  Wnni peg have suffered by having nore water flow
5 during the winter and during times of flooding.

6 This additional water has caused significant

7 i npacts to people |iving downstream of Lake

8 W nni peg. As you probably know, in natural

9 conditions, |ake levels and river flows gradually
10 decrease over the course of the winter. Wth LWR
11  water flows during the winter are nmuch hi gher, up
12 to 50 per cent higher than they woul d have been
13 without this project. This water affects ice

14 conditions on the waterways which can nmake travel
15 nore dangerous. Also, it negatively affects

16 aquatic animals |ike beaver, m nk, nuskrat and

17 otter.

18 During the sunmer nonths, any tine

19 Lake Wnni peg gets close to or above el evation

20 715, Jenpeg goes to maxi mum di scharge, sending a
21 surge of water down the Nel son causing water |eve
22 fluctuations on the river and | akes. Utimately,
23 this changing water flow fromLWR affects the

24 cultural, commercial, recreational and spiritua

25 pursuits of people living downstream of Lake
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1 W nni peg.

2 Working together, in Cree this is

3 called witatosketowin, |let ne say that again,

4 wtatosketowin. Wth the people who |ive and work
5 al ong the Nel son River, Manitoba Hydro continues

6 to work to address inpacts through agreenments and
7 ot her arrangenents with all comrunities, First

8 Nation resource user groups on the Nel son River,

9 withall -- through projects like the Cross Lake
10 Weir, and through prograns for resource

11 harvesting, access and navi gati on, archaeol ogy and
12 heritage resources, and recreation, |like the

13 pi ctures shown in this banner.

14 Thank you for inviting me to speak.

15 hope you have a productive neeting with the

16  Conm ssioners of the C ean Environnment Conmm ssion,
17 and | will be available to talk I guess now, and
18 as well after your neeting with the Conm ssioners.
19 Thank you.

20 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR:  Ckay. Thank

21 you, M. Hutchison, for that brief presentation on
22 LWR, Lake W nni peg Regulation. So | have no doubt
23 that there is a nunber of questions that Peguis

24 menbers may have throughout the audi ence about

25 Lake Wnnipeg. Like | said before, every question
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1 is valuable, every question will be entered into

2 the record. Al that we maybe ask is that if you

3 di d have sonmething that you wanted to keep for

4 your presentation, please keep that for later. W
5 really want this just to nostly be a question

6 period, not because | don't want |ots of

7 information, but because we have a fornal

8 presentation tinme. So this is your opportunity to
9 ask a nmenber of Manitoba Hydro any infornmation.

10 Maybe what | wll do is just wave and

11 if you could come up to the m crophone just at the
12 front here, speak clearly into the m crophone. So
13 we will start with this gentlenman here. And if

14 you could just state your nane, all you need to do
15 is state your nane and begi n.

16 MR. GARY SPENCE: Gary Spence, | |ived
17 in Peguis all of nmy life, 1'm50 years old. And I
18 was sitting down there and | started witing down

19 sonme things and | got a list, so | don't know.

20 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR: One thing, if
21 you nove up to the m crophone, I want to nake sure
22 that the Comm ssioners can hear. |Is the

23 m crophone on? Go ahead, sir.
24 MR. GARY SPENCE: M first question is

25 the pros and cons, and what will it profit First
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1 Nati on conmunities on and off the reserve? That's

2 ny first question. Al of these are addressed to

3 Mani t oba Hydro

4 DR. NI | GAAN S| NCLAI R: G eat . So what
5 we will do --
6 MR GARY SPENCE: What | nmean is the

7 dans, what does it profit us? And then what is

8 t he advantages and di sadvantages for First Nations
9 people living in the north and living in the

10 south?

11 DR. NI I GAAN SI NCLAIR  Ckay. So what
12 we wll dois we will mybe go one question at a
13 time and then give M. Hutchison a chance to

14  answer. VWich First Nations are you talking

15 about? Are you talking about the ones specific to
16 the dans or are you tal king about Peguis

17 specifically?

18 MR. GARY SPENCE: Every First Nation
19 i n Manitoba.

20 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR  Okay. o

21  ahead, M. Hutchison.

22 MR, HUTCH SON: Ckay. That's a big

23 gquestion. | will do the best | can. | also

24 understand that there is going to be, Peguis First

25 Nation is going to be represented at the hearings
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1 that the C ean Environment Conmmission is going to

2 have in Wnnipeg in a few nore weeks, and there
3 wll be nore people available to answer questions

4 from Manitoba Hydro. So | will do the best | can

5 NOW.
6 VWhat we are trying to showwith this
7 project is that there are -- there are benefits

8 t hat happen to, well, to all Manitobans by the

9 fact that we have got reliable | ow cost

10 electricity. And on Lake Wnnipeg, it is actually
11 the only project that we have got as a second

12 purpose. Normally, when you build a project it is
13 just electricity that we are |looking at, but with
14 Lake Wnnipeg there is this flood relief on Lake
15 W nni peg. So anyone around the | ake is benefiting
16 fromthis flood relief that happens.

17 Downstream t here are inpacts, and

18 that's part of what the last part of the

19 presentation covered. People downstream have nore
20 water flow ng down the Nelson and into the | akes
21 over the winter and any tinme there is a flood on
22 Lake W nni peg.

23 MR. GARY SPENCE: Ckay.

24 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR Can | ask for a

25 clarification? Wen you nean nore inpacts, can
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1 you be just specific on what those are? Wat are

2 the nore inpacts?

3 MR. HUTCHI SON:. The inpacts

4  downstreanf

5 DR NI GAAN SINCLAIR  Yes, yes.

6 MR HUTCH SON: Wl |, because of this
7 change in water flow, in the winter it can nmake

8 travel difficult on waterways, because you have

9 got nore water flow ng down the river and on the
10 | akes over the course of the winter, and for

11 anyone who needs to use the waterways it can nmake
12 travel nore dangerous. And in the sumer, any

13 time the elevation of the | ake gets close to 715,
14  or above 715, we are required to go to maxi mum

15 di scharge, which also sends nore water. So anyone
16 using the waterways in the sunmer will experience
17 nore fl oodi ng.

18 MR. GARY SPENCE: Ckay. | don't know
19 if I could answer, | nean ask all of the

20 questions. But another thing too is, okay, what

21 will all of these danms have an effect on the
22 | akes? | nean, after so many decades, doesn't it
23 kill the | akes? | nean, what | understand, in

24 different countries where they have been putting

25 danms, it has been killing the | akes after so nmany




Peguis Lake Winnipeg Regulation January 28, 2015

Page 31
1 decades. What is the prevention that Manitoba

2 Hydro has in effect for that? Because | know they
3 have to have one. You take water out and you take
4 all of the mnerals and whatnot out of it, howis
5 fish going to survive? That's why -- | know a | ot
6 of fishermen that have been having trouble these

7 past three, four seasons with |low count on their

8 fish. And that's not just this part, this is in

9 Jackhead, and that's how many hundreds of mles

10 fromthe dan?

11 DR. NI GAAN SI NCLAIR  Go ahead,

12 M . Hut chi son.

13 MR. HUTCH SON: W do have peopl e who
14 understand the fisheries at Wnnipeg. |I'm

15 unfortunately not one of them

16 MR. GARY SPENCE: Ckay. But that's
17 sonmet hing that you have to | ook at and we have to
18 address, because one of these days that |ake is

19 going to be dead, and what is the purpose of it?

20 | nmean, like, that's something you can't answer
21 but --
22 DR. NI GAAN SI NCLAIR:  When you are

23 speaki ng about killing the | ake, which is what you
24 described it as, do you have like -- are you

25 tal king specifically about fisheries, or are you




Peguis Lake Winnipeg Regulation January 28, 2015

Page 32
1 tal ki ng about nutrients in the water?
2 MR. GARY SPENCE: Everyt hing.
3 DR. NI GAAN SI NCLAIR  Ckay. | just

4 want to make sure you are clear about that.

5 MR. GARY SPENCE: Everything that has
6 to do with our |akes, because our |akes all run

7 off -- like what he said, how many | akes run into
8 Lake W nni peg, Lake Manitoba? There is lots, you
9 know, it affects not only them but it affects al
10 of the wildlife too. Because | know peopl e that
11 have been trapping for decades, and they are

12 having a lot of problenms too with that. And they
13 are blam ng the (inaudible) there that it is gone.
14 | nmean they may have sonething to do wth it, but
15 not everything.

16 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR:  So really you
17 are tal king about two things, one is the effect on
18 aquatic life.

19 MR. GARY SPENCE: Yeah.
20 DR NI GAAN SINCLAIR:  And the second
21 you are tal king about the effects on land life
22 that relates to the rivers and specifically Lake
23 W nni peg?

24

3

GARY SPENCE: Yeah

25

2

HUTCHI SON:  What | would add to
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1 that, and what | would recommend is | have a copy

2 of a docunment that Manitoba Hydro prepared for the
3 Cl ean Environment Conm ssion that actually

4 describes all of the different inpacts on Lake

5 W nni peg and downstream on the |akes and rivers

6 and | ooking at the environnent, |ooking at the

7 fisheries, that sort of thing. So | would be

8 pl eased to provide you a copy of that.

9 MR. GARY SPENCE: Sure, okay.

10 My next question is, why are First

11 Nat i ons al ways in di sagreenent wi th Manitoba

12 Hydro? Look at that big roadbl ock they have up

13 there, what does it have to do noney wi se? That's
14 all it is, is noney. Wy are we always getting

15 shortchanged? You guys are putting the danms on

16 our land. But, actually, you know, it is

17 everybody's | and, but still we were here first,

18 you know, and it proves back how many centuries?
19 Wy are we always in a disagreenment with you guys?
20 Wiy can't things be resolved w thout the extent of
21 havi ng road bl ocks? And here they are al ways

22 sayi ng sonet hi ng about First Nations, you guys are
23 just noney hungry. That's not the point about

24  being noney hungry. We want a share of what is

25 ours too. Wiy should you guys profit it all? W
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1 are not profiting nothing out of it.
2 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR. There is a
3 whol e bunch of questions. | just want to boil it

4 down to one question.

5 MR GARY SPENCE: It all boils down to
6 noney.

7 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR | just want to
8 boil it down to one question, maybe a coupl e of

9 guestions, just to paraphrase. First off you are
10 saying, what is going on with the occupation or

11 the bl ockade of the roads, and what is Mnitoba

12 Hydro doi ng about that? That was your first

13 guestion, right?

14 MR. GARY SPENCE: Yes. Wy is there
15 al ways a di sagreenent between Manitoba Hydro and
16 First Nations people? Because we are the ones

17 that is always -- actually, we are the ones that's
18 al ways being bl aned and | ooking bad for it. |

19 have a | ot of people tell ne things, you know |
20 listen to a | ot of people when they talk, |I'm not
21  stuck on this reserve all of the tinme, | listen to
22 a lot of white people when they talk.

23 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR:  For sure. |

24  just want to nake it into a question so he can

25 answer. The second one is, what is Manitoba Hydro
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1 doing to fix some of the relationship, the

2 problens in the rel ationshi p?

3 MR. GARY SPENCE: Yeah, yeah.

4 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR: | think those
5 are two fair questions. Do you have those? The
6 first one was, what is currently happening with

7 t he bl ockades or occupations, there has been sort
8 of a nunber of themin recent tinmes. And then

9 what is Manitoba Hydro doing to perhaps rectify,
10 or I'mgoing to use your words, to engage the

11 relationship with First Nations who are very

12 concerned about what is happening on their

13 territories.

14 MR, HUTCH SON: Ckay, fair enough.

15 Actually, the first question | won't be able to
16 offer much in the way of information, because nost
17 of these issues involve the Bipole IIl project,
18 and | want to say | don't work for that side of
19 the corporation, but I"'mnot as famliar with the
20 issues that are there. Wat | would like to say
21 t hough is, yeah, relationships are conplicat ed,
22 And | think that Manitoba Hydro has a sincere

23 desire to inprove relationships with First Nations
24  and Aboriginal comunities.

25 And | think it partly answers the
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1 second question. If you | ook at some of our, or

2 wi th any of our new projects, |ike Wiskwatim

3 Keeyask, we are entering into partnerships with

4 the surrounding First Nations on those projects.

5 So al though you m ght hear a | ot about the

6 negative, and | think the nedia likes to pick up
7 nore on the negative rather than the positive, |

8 think there are a | ot of positive stories out

9 there as well.

10 MR. GARY SPENCE: Well, | don't

11 bel i eve everything | hear, that's why I'm here and
12 that's why |I' m asking you.

13 | have anot her question, it is the

14 sanme question. Fromwhat | understand you guys
15 are selling hydro to the States. Wat is that

16 profit to us, what is that profit to us again

17 there? | nean, you guys are selling lots of hydro
18 to the States, | nmean, and that's another thing
19 too, that is sonething you guys did behind our

20 back again. People are only finding outg about it
21 after the fact that it is done.

22 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR  So what is the
23 benefit of selling, what is the benefit to First
24 Nati ons or Peguis specifically?

25 MR. GARY SPENCE: Yeah, any First
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1 Nation, I'mnot only tal king about Peguis.

2 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR. Every First

3 Nat i ons, what is the benefit of selling power to

4 the United States?

5 MR, HUTCHI SON: Again, it is alittle
6 out of my area but | can take a stab, as it were.
7 Qur ability to sell or to export electricity is

8 actually the reason why we have got the | ow prices
9 for our electricity donmestically. Qur nmandate is
10 to provide electricity to Manitobans at the | onest
11 cost, and our ability to sell surplus electricity,
12 el ectricity that Mnitobans don't need, is what

13 allows us to keep the rates | ow.

14 MR. GARY SPENCE: | have anot her

15 guestion, it is simlar to that one. Wy is hydro
16 much higher on a First Nation community conpared
17 to off a First Nation community? | mean, we are
18 buying it here, okay. There was a study done on
19 it sone years back, | can't renmenber who done it,
20 but it was sonmebody from here. They did estinmates
21 on a house, the sane dwelling, same square feet on
22 reserve, and then they went off the reserve and

23 they did the sane -- what do you call it -- the

24  sanme assessnent. And our Hydro was, holy man, it

25 was |like 50 per cent higher on a reserve than off.
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1 Li ke why, why is that? And | asked Manitoba Hydro

2 nysel f, and they couldn't answer ne when | phoned
3 Fi sher Branch.

4 MR, HUTCHI SON: Actually, it is --

5 unfortunately, we don't have any custoner service
6 representatives here because they would be the

7 best ones to answer that question. [|'mafraid ny
8 under st andi ng, though, is that it is the sanme rate
9 no natter where you are.

10 MR. GARY SPENCE: No, there was a

11 study done in Waywayseecappo ei ght years ago, a
12 woman did it on her own. And she went to court
13 and she won, and she got sonething like 8 or 10
14 mllion. You guys nust know about that, but she
15 got so many mllions back fromHydro. | nean, |
16 don't understand, you know, but --

17 DR. NI I GAAN SI NCLAIR  Ckay. So just
18 two things, both of you need to speak closer to
19 the m crophone, because there is people in the

20 back who want to hear you. The second is just to
21 be clear, Dale-- sorry, M. Spence, that you are
22 referencing a particular case where there was a
23 | arge anount of conpensation supplied when

24  sonebody had phoned or had -- was it a court case?

25 MR. GARY SPENCE: Yes, a court case,
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1 that was in Waywayseecappo. It is a First Nation
2 just east -- or west of us. | don't know if you
3 are aware of that, | don't know if you know
4 anything about it. It happened eight or ten years

5 ago. That's what | have been telling people here,
6 and | have been addressing Chief and Council, so

7 many years ago, and then people in social

8 assistance. And they said they were going to | ook
9 into it and nothing was ever done about it.

10 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR: | think it is
11 difficult because you don't know about this

12 particular case. |Is that correct? According to
13 what you said in your answer was that, under your
14  understanding, there is no price difference

15 bet ween on reserve costs?

16 MR HUTCH SON: O f reserve costs, no,
17 there isn't.

18 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR:  And your

19 position is that there is a significant
20 di fference?
21 MR. GARY SPENCE: Ch yeah
22 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR | just want to
23 make sure that's entered into the record. Wat we
24 will do maybe is, do you have one nore question?

25 MR. GARY SPENCE: | have a few nore.
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1 Three nore and that's it.
2 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR By a show of
3 hands, if you have a question, then maybe -- so we
4 have one definitely, so | think if we have not too
5 many -- we have two. So what we are going to do,
6 pi ck your two questions, and then if we have tine
7 at the end, then we can cone back to M. Spence.
8 MR. GARY SPENCE: | can ask two nore
9 now?
10 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR  Yes, go ahead.
11 MR. GARY SPENCE: Wy aren't there
12 wind farms, nore wind farns? Because actually
13 that's a lot better on the eco-systemthan hydro
14 dans. And what | understand, Hydro didn't want
15 them so nany years ago because they will | ose
16 noney. | mean, wind farmis good, why can't we
17 have a wind farm here, or other comunities?
18 Because, |ike say, say if we bought our own w nd
19 farms, we are going to be totally up the creek
20 with you guys. You guys are going to |ose
21 mllions of dollars a year. So that's one of the
22 reasons why | understand -- now | know there is
23 wnd farnms, but there should have been a | ot nore.
24  That's one question that | have.

25

DR NI GAAN SINCLAIR  Go ahead,
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1 M . Hutchi son.

2 MR, HUTCH SON: Mani toba Hydro doesn't
3 have any wind farnms. W do purchase power from

4 two wind farms. And ny understanding is the cost
5 of wind electricity far exceeds the cost of

6 hydroel ectricity right now, so it is not

7 economcally viable. But it is sonething that the
8 corporation is |ooking at.

9 MR. GARY SPENCE: Ckay. | have one

10 | ast question. Since Hydro dans have been in

11 pl ace in our |akes, what did Manitoba Hydro nake
12 and how much was spent on First Nation communities

13 and further generations of native people? Should

14 | ask you again or do you kind of understand what
15 | said?

16 MR. HUTCH SON: | think you are asking
17 for a nunber, like a dollar figure?

18 MR. GARY SPENCE: No, |'m not asking
19 for a dollar figure, |I'mjust asking ball park.

20 You guys know what you guys made from day one to
21 now. Don't tell me you didn't, because you do,

22 otherwise it wouldn't be business.

23 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR It would be

24 very difficult to have a total dollar figure. Are

25 you tal ki ng about for the four decades since Lake




Peguis Lake Winnipeg Regulation January 28, 2015

Page 42
1 W nni peg Regul ati on?

2 MR. GARY SPENCE: |'m not asking for a
3 total dollar, I want to know what ball park, and

4  what has been given to First Nations conmmunities

5 for our generations and future generations? Maybe
6 that's sonething that you have to | ook into, but

7 that's sonmething, that's a question | want to

8 know. Because | have kids and | have grandki ds,

9 |"mnot going to be around here forever, they are

10 going to be here, and what is the benefit for

11 t henf

12 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR: | think a fair

13 guestion, absolutely in terns of the -- just maybe
14 percentage it would be -- a percentage m ght be a

15 better amount. If you do know a dollar figure,

16 that would be fine.

17 MR, HUTCHI SON: Unfortunately, | don't
18 have a dollar figure. The closest suggestion

19 would have is | ook at our annual report that we
20 put out each year, because it does tal k about how
21 much revenue we have taken in and put out, that

22 sort of thing.

23 MR GARY SPENCE: Well, that would be
24 nice if we were given that information too, every

25 comunity.
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1 MR. HUTCHI SON: That's avail abl e right

2 on our website. It is sonething that we have to
3 prepare each year.

4 MR. GARY SPENCE: That's it. | have
5 nore but --

6 DR. NI GAAN SI NCLAIR  The session

7 goes till 2:45 today, so we have a coupl e of

8 m nutes left, but we have two people that want to
9 ask questions. So this gentlenman at the back?
10 M i gwech, thank you for those questions.

11 | f you could just state your name so
12 that we -- and speak into the m crophone if

13 possi ble, you can |ift up the m crophone if you

14 want .
15 MR. PAKNECI NIW ( Spoke Qi bway).
16 That woul d be good enough for now. Sorry, | have

17 a heck of a cold. 1In regards to that purpley

18 thing there, the trapping, safe travel, are you

19 saying it is better now because of the regul ations
20 created by Mnitoba Hydro projects?

21 MR, HUTCH SON: No. What that purple
22 banner is intending to show is downstream of Lake
23 W nni peg, there are significant inpacts to the

24  people who |ive downstream and the pictures show

25 the different progranms that we have got in place
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1 to deal with these adverse effects, and trapping

2 is one of them

3 MR. PAKNECINIW Oh, well, | beg to

4 differ. | have been with those people. It is not
5 there -- a lot of what you are tal king about is

6 hi gh | evel bureaucratic, |like snoke and mrrors |

7 t hi nk, because it is not true what you are saying.
8 There is a lot of destruction in Mnitoba Hydro

9 el ectric projects, a great deal of destruction, a
10 great deal of devastation. | have seen ny

11 friend s grandnother's going back and forth in

12 bays. Wuld you like that for your grandnother?
13 DR. NI GAAN SI NCLAIR  Two t hi ngs.

14 One is if you could pull the m crophone, everyone
15 wants to hear you at the back. | think that

16 peopl e pretty nmuch heard what you said there. The
17 second is, will you be presenting |ater?

18 MR. PAKNECINIW Yes, | wll be

19 presenting, but | have one nore question.
20 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR  Okay. No
21 problem | just wanted to nmake sure that if you
22 are going to present later, then | wll get you to
23 clarify those comments | ater.
24 MR. PAKNECINIW | only have ten

25 mnutes later, and it is filled with what | have
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1 on ny paper.

2 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR  Okay. No

3 probl em

4 MR. PAKNECINIW |'mreally curious, |
5 would really like you to clue ne in here, where

6 did you get that information? Because to nme it is

7 a bunch of lies. But you know, |'m open, |'m open
8 if you can absolutely I et me know where you got
9 your information from | would |ike to ook at it

10 and make my own deci si ons.

11 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR  So just to, |
12 think it is fair to ask, and also where could

13 menbers of the community find the information that
14 you are citing?

15 MR, HUTCHI SON: What | coul d point

16 people to is the docunent prepared for the C ean
17 Envi ronnment Comm ssion that outlines everything we
18 know about our inpacts on Lake W nni peg and

19 downstream and descri bes the inpacts,

20 environnental, social, and sort of what efforts
21 have been done to address those inpacts. And it
22 is pretty well described in a 90-page docunent

23 that's avail abl e for everybody.

24 DR. NI I GAAN SINCLAI R  \Where can you

25 get that docunent?
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1 MR. HUTCH SON:  The d ean Environnent

2 Conmi ssion, like it is on our website, and | have
3 al ready conmtted to giving the one copy that |

4 have got away.

5 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR So it is

6 online. |If you look at the back there, there is a

7 copy in the binder at the back that's available if

8 you -- | think much of the information, if you
9 ook at, | think Lisa is holding that up there.
10 MR, HUTCHI SON:. And | will be

11 avai l abl e to answer specific things as well at the
12 end if you have tine.

13 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR | think it is
14 inportant too, if you are going to give a

15 presentation later, that if you could be really

16 specific to about some of the inpacts that you

17 personal |y have wi tnessed and experienced during
18 your presentation. | think that's inportant. D d

19 you have any nore questions?

20 MR. PAKNECINIW Wl l, yeah there is
21 one.

22 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR: Did you want to
23 enter -- | think that just because the transcri ber

24 m ght not be certain, you did speak in Anishinabe.

25 So your Ani shi nabe nanme, just because they
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1 probably heard the whole -- they m ght not have

2 got the whole thing right, in the record is "spoke

3 g i bway."

4 MR. PAKNECINIW That's good enough.
5 DR. NI GAAN SI NCLAIR:  Maybe duri ng
6 your presentation, | will make it clear so that |

7 can refer to you in the right way. One nore

8 guestion?

9 MR. PAKNECINIW There was reference
10 made to a native settlenent that was in Cree, |

11 didn't catch it. Could you tell nme what it is

12 t here, or even --

13 MR HUTCH SON: | think that was the
14 wtatosketowin which in Cree is nmeani ng worki ng
15 together. And that's the idea, it is not a

16 settlenent, it is sonmething that we woul d have got
17 wor king with conmunities in the north there.

18 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR:  Migwech, thank
19 you. Go ahead, yes. You can just probably speak
20 fromthere.

21 MR. EUGENE RAIT: M nane is Eugene
22 Rait, | amfrom Peguis First Nation. The high

23 water |levels, who conpensates for the high water?
24 DR. NI GAAN SI NCLAIR:  Sorry, we

25 didn't get the nanme?
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1 MR. EUGENE RAIT: Eugene, Eugene Rait.

2 The high water levels, |like who conpensates for

3 the high water levels? |Is it Manitoba Hydro or is
4 it Manitoba? Because there is easenents in sone

5 reserves up north, and I wonder if that is like

6 here or not? For instance, Peguis reserve is

7 Treaty 1 territory, who conpensates for that, is

8 it Hydro or Manitoba Governnent?

9 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR Ckay. D d you
10 hear the question?

11 MR, HUTCHI SON: Yes. Just to rephrase
12 that, you are asking who conpensates, either

13 Mani t oba or Manitoba Hydro for --

14 MR. EUGENE RAI T: Manit oba Gover nnment
15 or Manitoba Hydro?

16 MR. HUTCH SON: -- for flooding

17 i mpacts. | can only speak for Manitoba Hydro, and
18 on Lake Wnnipeg we don't have any conpensation

19 for inmpacts. And the reason for that is this
20 project was -- the reason it was built, one of the
21 reasons, the key reason was to reduce flooding
22 i npacts on Lake W nni peg.
23 MR. EUGENE RAIT: Ckay. This is a two
24  part question. |Is Manitoba Hydro working with

25 bands in Treaty 1 territory, which is the Peguis,
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1 or sone other bands in the territory, working with
2 bands on sone kind of an agreenment? Up in

3 Nort hern Manitoba, they have the Northern Fl ood

4  Agreenent. Are they considering to work on the

5 sout hern portion, the bands in southern Manitoba,
6 along wth Peguis?

7 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR  So the

8 question, to clarify, the first one is -- | caught
9 the second one, the second one is, is Manitoba

10 Hydro working on a Sout hern Fl ood Agreenent? And
11 the first question?

12 MR. EUGENE RAIT: They have a Northern
13 Fl ood Agreenent, but is Manitoba Hydro worKking

14 with Peguis and other bands in southern Mnitoba
15 for a southern fl ood agreenent?

16 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR: Okay. That was
17 t he second part, though. Wat was the first part?
18 MR. EUGENE RAIT: The first part is

19 about the Northern Fl ood Agreenent.
20 DR NI GAAN SINCLAIR: It is about the
21 Nort hern Fl ood Agreenent, so details about the
22 Nort hern Fl ood Agreenent, and the second question
23 is, is there intention to work on a southern fl ood
24 agreenent ?
25 MR. EUGENE RAIT: The first part was




Peguis Lake Winnipeg Regulation January 28, 2015

Page 50
1 like within Treaty 1 territories, there is several

2 bands and Peguis is one of them [|I'mjust
3 wondering whether or not Hydro is working on an

4 agreenent with the southern bands in Mnitoba who

5 flood, | guess.
6 DR. NI | GAAN S| NCLAI R: kay.
7 MR. HUTCHI SON: Downstream of Lake

8 Wnni peg, Manitoba Hydro acknow edges that Lake

9 W nni peg Regul ati on has adversely affected the

10 community of First Nations resource users. W

11 have got agreenents and other arrangenents with
12 all communities and First Nations on the Nel son
13 Ri ver. The Northern Flood Agreenent is one of

14 those agreenents. W do not have any plans to do
15 anything like that on Lake W nni peg.

16 MR. EUGENE RAIT: Don't you think you
17 shoul d be trying to work with the bands on

18 sonething like that, southern flood agreenent?

19 MR, HUTCH SON: W want to inprove

20 relations with all comunities, First Nations on
21 our waterways. On Lake Wnni peg we woul dn't

22 enter -- the Northern Flood Agreenment is a

23 conpensati on agreenent. On Lake W nnipeg the

24  project provides a benefit as far as flooding. So

25 there is no basis -- there is no reason that we
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1 would do a conpensation on Lake W nni peg.

2 MR. EUGENE RAIT: Well, even though

3 the first question | asked is, there is certain

4 pl aces that have easenents where you are only

5 allowed to flood so nuch land. Does it have

6 easenents within southern Manitoba, or you can go
7 over on Lake W nni peg?

8 MR. HUTCH SON: On Lake W nnipeg there
9 are no such easenents. Downstream of Lake

10 W nni peg, yes.

11 MR EUGENE RAIT: | think it would be
12 a benefit to a lot of bands w thin southern

13 Manitoba if you work with them you know, to solve
14 this problemof serious flooding in Manitoba. And
15 |"msure that the band will work with you, Peguis
16 band with Manitoba Hydro, to cone to a resolution
17 on the floods that are happening in Peguis.

18 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR: Eugene, just to
19 clarify, your position is that there is effects
20 worth conpensation fromthe northern -- sorry,
21 fromthe Lake Wnni peg Regul ati on, you know, not
22 just downstream but also for First Nations in and
23 around Lake Wnnipeg. |Is that what you are
24 sayi ng?
25 MR. EUGENE RAIT: Well, you know, you
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1 should work wi th bands anyway, you know, work with

2 bands wi thin southern Mnitoba to solve the

3 probl em what i s happening in southern Mnitoba,

4 the flooding and all of that. Because you not

5 only flood out all of these different places in
6 Mani toba, but all those animals that |ive there,
7 our traditional nedicines that are being picked,
8 you know, those are being poisoned by all of the
9 stuff that's coming into the land. And they

10 should work with First Nations on sol ving those
11 probl enms. You know, it is com ng through our

12 territory so...

13 DR. NI GAAN SI NCLAIR  Ckay. Is that
14 all of your questions? Ckay. So next, come on
15 up, say your nane?

16 MR. RAY MASON: Thank you. M/ nane is
17 Ray Mason, |'mfrom Peguis First Nation, nunber
18 1965. | just want to nake a few comments. And
19 first of all, | agree with the gentlenen that cone
20 forward, all three of them M concern and ny
21 issue that | have is the ownership, ownership of
22 the resources, that's hydro. You know, the |ake
23 is the | ake of First Nation people, it is our

24 | ake. W never signed that away in the Treati es.

25 And here you are naking billions and billions of
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1 dollars selling our power to the United States and

2 you have not consulted with the native people,

3 whether it is Treaty 1 area or Treaty 2 area, or

4 whatever area. You know, you tal k about the

5 Nel son River, that's fine, but what about the rest
6 of us, as this gentleman said earlier? You know,
7 to my know edge, | don't think that we have ever

8 been consulted as native people, as part of the

9 conpensation that, you know, fromthe sale of the
10 hydro that goes to the United States, for

11 i nstance, you know, that's billions and billions
12 of dollars. Who is benefiting fromthat? It

13 certainly ain't us.

14 You know, | can renmenber the days when
15 | was young, our river, it is just a creek now, we
16 are lucky if it is a creek today. At one tine it
17 was our drinking water. W used to be able to eat
18 fish out of that river. No |onger can we do that.
19 The vegetation is virtually non-existent.

20 So ny question is, who owns Hydro?

21 You know, is it the Governnment of Manitoba or, you
22 know, like -- because we need to start talking

23 turkey here when it comes to revenue sharing, you
24 know. Because instead of, you know, we shoul d

25 have an agreenent as well, you know, instead of
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1 our Hydro being up here and the other comunities

2 down here, you should be having ours down here, at

3 | east as part of the conpensation agreenment. It
4 is the | east you can do for us. Thank you.

5 DR. NI GAAN SI NCLAIR  Ckay. Just

6 before you go, | want just to clarify, make sure

7 that the question is clear. Your question was who
8 owns Manitoba Hydro? But | think what you were

9 saying is who owns the power that cones out of

10 Mani t oba Hydro?

11 MR. RAY MASON: And the resources, who
12 clainms it? W know we own it.

13 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR  Yes. |I'm

14 trying to turn that into a question. | think a

15 valid question is, because you referred to Treaty,
16 is that a Treaty right to share, to share the

17 power that conmes out of Manitoba Hydro?

18 MR. RAY MASON. And the revenue.
19 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR:  And revenue,
20 okay. I'mjust trying to pick up your words and

21 par aphr ase.

22 MR. RAY MASON: Revenue shari ng.
23 DR NI GAAN SI NCLAI R Ckay.
24 MR, HUTCH SON: Thank you. That was

25 well spoken. I'mafraid | can't give a very good
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1 answer, because it is again a question that isn't
2 part of ny expertise. | can say that Manitoba
3 Hydro is a Crown corporation which neans, |ike of

4 the Provincial Governnment, and that's about as far
5 as | can go, sorry.

6 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR. But the power,
7 as far as your know edge, is there discussions to
8 the outcone of power, like are the profits that

9 are created there as a result of water, energy,
10 has that ever, as far as your know edge, been

11 di scussed as a Treaty right? | think that's

12 pretty fair. You are nodding, Ray?

13 MR. RAY MASON: Yeah

14 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR: As far as your
15 knowl edge. If you don't --

16 MR, HUTCH SON: Sorry, it is not an

17 area that | can go into.

18 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR It's entered
19 into the record, so the question is inportant too.
20 I s there anot her question for

21 M. Hutchison? Yes, cone on, we have two

22 individuals. Like | said, we have a little bit of
23 time remai ning. How nmany questions do you have?
24 MR. JESS COCHRANE: It all depends on

25 how many he answers.
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1 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR Let's go with a

2 couple for now and see how the tinme is. State

3 your nane?

4 MR. JESS COCHRANE: Jess Cochrane from
5 Peguis. How does Hydro propose to handle | evels
6 in Lake Wnni peg because of massive erosion?

7 That's the question.

8 MR. HUTCH SON: | can say right off

9 the top that Lake W nni peg Regul ati on wasn't --

10 the project itself was designed to reduce fl ood
11 i npacts, which nmeans affecting water levels. It
12 wasn't designed to stop erosion or change erosion.
13 Er osi on has al ways been a factor on Lake W nni peg.
14 So the way that our licence is witten neans that
15 we have to go to nmaxi num di scharge, which nmeans
16 letting as nuch water out of the |ake as possible
17 whenever the elevation of the | ake gets to 715

18 above sea level. So that part of the information
19 that 1 showed in ny presentation, and | can talk
200 with you later if you want, is a chart,

21 unfortunately it is a chart, but that is one of

22 the few ways to sort of denonstrate the effects of
23 the project on water |evels over tinme. So what

24 this chart shows is that in flood years, like '97,

25 05, '"11, '14, the | ake was kept two feet |ower
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1 than it would have been if this project didn't

2 exist. And that was because of the way the

3 project was built, in conmbination with the way our
4 \ater Power Act licence tells us how to operate.

5 MR. JESS COCHRANE: And does Hydro, is
6 Hydro solely responsible for the | evel regulations
7 on Lake W nni peg?

8 MR, HUTCH SON: The way the licence is
9 witten, Hydro can nake deci sions about how to set
10 water levels and flows where there is -- in a four
11 foot range between elevation 711 and 715, we can
12  decide how nuch water flows out of the | ake based
13 on electricity needs. |If it gets above el evation

14 715, we have to go to maxi mum di scharge, we don't

15 have a choice, it is witten in the licence. It
16 is our regulator, the Province, that nade that.
17 If the el evation goes below 711 feet, it is the

18 M ni ster of Conservation and Water Stewardship,

19 who in effect is the Province, who tells us howto
20 set those at Jenpeg. So it is a conbination of

21 Mani t oba Hydro and the Province as our regul ator
22 that determ nes how to set flows at Jenpeg.

23 MR JESS COCHRANE: So are there no

24  governnent organi zations responsible for the

25 erosion of the shoreline in Lake Wnni peg, or even
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1 the tributaries into it?

2 MR HUTCH SON: Al | can comment is

3 that it is not sonething Manitoba Hydro is

4 responsi bl e for.

5 MR, JESS COCHRANE: Well, | think it

6 should be an unbrella thing really. [If Hydro

7 wants to use the water out of the |ake, then they
8 should be able to have access to sone erosion

9 control. | believe it was in 1997, Gni, they

10 had $8.8 million set aside to help to ease the

11 pain of the flooding. So what did they do? They
12 hired every piece of frigging junk that they could
13 find and sent theminland and dug a whol e bunch of
14 hol es and put sand in mni bags and put it on the
15 shore. M thinking is, all of that crap cane from
16 the shore, go out to the | ake, suck up, put it in
17 m ni bags, put it back on the shore, cover it up.
18 You take care of the al gae bloom the bottom of

19 your |lake gets a little deeper, it's alittle
20 easier on the fishernmen, and you don't have so
21 many of them croaki ng because of the shall ow
22 water. You know, there has got to be sonebody who
23 is responsible for looking after the erosion in
24  and around the | ake.

25 And because of that, because of the
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1 erosion over the years, the | ake has essentially

2 become a | ot wider, we all know that, and it has

3 beconme shallower. So you are still at 714.9 above
4 sea level, but the lake is not as deep as it used
5 to be. So you actually don't have as much wat er

6 in your reservoir as you had in the first place,

7 because of the erosion.

8 That being said, did Manitoba Hydro

9 not ask the Manitoba Governnent if they could get
10 involved in this easenent that they got from Lake
11 Mani t oba, and put a damin, put a Hydro damthere?
12 MR. HUTCH SON: | can say that Lake

13 Mani t oba is not part of the Hydro system and

14 there is no intention to do anything there from
15 Mani t oba Hydro's side.

16 MR. JESS COCHRANE: But with all of

17 t he drai nages and everything that are going into
18 Lake Wnnipeg, it is still a part of it, it would
19 help to ease the flowinto Lake Wnnipeg, it would
20 hel p to create better control, erosion control.

21 Hydro woul d have anot her accessi bl e Hydro

22 generating station. | don't see why Lake Manitoba
23 can't get sone of their pain eased too, you know,
24  while fixing Lake Wnni peg. You know, that's a

25 consideration for Hydro, you know. Like all of
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1 the brains that are running the governnent al

2 over the place, how conme nobody thought of that?
3 It's just some dunb from nowhere who t hought about
4 it. Like, you know, it's an easy way to clean up
5 the lake. And partner, | like to eat fish, and

6 when they start walking to ny door, | eat fish no
7 nor e.

8 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR. Did you have

9 one nore question there?

10 MR, JESS COCHRANE: Nope, | guess

11 that's it.

12 DR N IGAAN SINCLAIR  Ckay, migwech.
13 Thank you very nmuch. Go ahead. |If you could

14 state your nane?

15 MR. PETER PARI SIAN:. My nane is Peter
16 Pari sian Senior from Peguis. Does Mnitoba Hydro
17 know about the effects, inpacts of Lake W nni peg
18 on Pegui s?

19 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR.  The specific
20 i npacts on Pegui s?
21 MR HUTCH SON: What we have | ooked at
22 are inpacts on Lake Wnni peg, and those are
23 described in the docunment that we have -- that we
24  provided to the Cean Environnment Conmm ssion. So
25 everyt hing we know about Lake Wnnipeg is




Peguis Lake Winnipeg Regulation January 28, 2015

Page 61
1 summari zed in that docunent.

2 MR. PETER PARI SIAN:  Okay. So there
3 was a licence for 40 years, is that --

4 MR. HUTCH SON: The interim an

5 interimlicence is good for up to 50 years. It

6 ki nd of depends when you apply for the licence, it
7 is usually 50. And so this project was --

8 construction was conpleted in 1976, so that neans

9 that that |icence would go from 1976 to 2026.

10 MR. PETER PARI SI AN:  Ckay.
11 DR NI GAAN SI NCLAIR:  And the next
12 per manent |icence would be from 2026 to -- or

13 would it be when --

14 MR, HUTCHI SON: Actually, we don't

15 i ke that term nol ogy, permanent licence. It is a
16 final licence.

17 DR NI GAAN SINCLAIR | amsorry, |

18 apol ogi ze, it is final.

19 MR, PETER PARI SI AN. My next coment
20 is, nmy father trapped and now there is no nore

21 animal s there where he trapped because of the

22 water level. The ones in -- for exanple, the

23 nmuskrat, the nuskrats are no |onger there because
24  they have been flooded out. So now there is

25 nowhere for themto go. So there is nothing in
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1 the traps for our people. That is just one

2 exanpl e.

3 The ot her exanples are, there is just
4 too nuch flooding happening for our people. And
5 if I followed in nmy father's footsteps, | would
6 have no way to make a living. So our people are
7 bei ng fl ooded out and we have no conpensati on

8 given for our way of life. Because it is

9 affecting our animls, our plants, everything

10 about our lives are being affected. So | just

11 wanted to -- | want that noted on the record.

12 Because | know, | know our council nade a

13 presentation to the C ean Environnment Conm ssion,
14 and they know the effects of what is happening
15 with Peguis, so it is not |like we don't know what
16 is going on here. So migwech.

17 DR NI GAAN SI NCLAI R So,

18 M. Parisian, before you | eave, just to make sure
19 that there was a question com ng out of that, is
20  your question, has Manitoba Hydro assessed,

21 checked the effects on animals |ike nuskrats over
22 time in affected comunities |ike Peguis? |Is that
23 your question? Because you were referencing

24 muskrats in the past, and then there is no

25 nmuskrats today in certain areas in and around
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1 Pegui s?
2 MR. PETER PARI Sl AN: Yes, our animals
3 have been affected, and it is still |ike, where

4 are they? So there is no animals there for our

5 trappers to trap anynore.

6 DR. NI GAAN SI NCLAIR  Has Mani t oba

7 Hydro assessed the effects on aninmals, not

8 downstream but from Lake W nni peg Regul ati on?

9 MR HUTCH SON: | don't believe we

10 have | ooked at the effects on nuskrats and ot her
11  ani mal s.

12 MR. PETER PARI SI AN: Because that --
13 MR HUTCH SON: What we do have is in
14  that document, but | don't believe there is

15 nonitoring of that sort going on.

16 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR: Did you have
17 any nore questions, M. Parisian?

18 MR. PETER PARI SIAN: Wl |, ny question
19 is part of what the other speakers had been

20 asking, and that's part of -- part of it is the
21 conpensation for our people. And also, we want to
22 be consulted when it cones to renew ng of that

23 Iicence for Manitoba Hydro. M gwech.

24 DR N IGAAN SINCLAIR Ckay. So you

25 did answer that question before, but maybe you




Peguis Lake Winnipeg Regulation January 28, 2015

Page 64
1 could restate it. Is there an intention for

2 Mani t oba Hydro to enter into any conpensation
3 agreenent such as, with comunities such as Peguis
4 on Lake Wnnipeg and then -- | think that was

5 pretty nuch what he was i ndicating.

6 MR. PETER PARI S| AN: In the current
7 licence and in the future |icence.
8 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR: Yeah, and is

9 t here conpensation in future licences. Thank you.
10 MR HUTCHI SON. | will just say, as |
11 mentioned earlier, that we are not | ooking at any
12 conpensati on arrangenents for inpacts of Lake
13 W nni peg Regul ati on on Lake Wnnipeg. | know, as
14 far as the licence process goes, that after a
15 final licence, we need to also apply -- because
16 this one will expire in 2026. And before that

17 time we would have to apply for what is called a

18 licence renewal, or renewal |icence. And I
19 believe the Province has -- their consultation for
20 First Nations, | believe that they would -- | am

21 ki nd of going beyond ny know edge here, but there
22 would likely be Section 35 constitutional

23 consultations before that |licence is issued.

24 MR. PETER PARI SIAN. Al right.

25 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR: Ckay, great.
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1 M igwech. Just to clarify ny earlier point, the
2 final licence, and |I apol ogize for ny wordi ng
3 before, the final licence will be another 50 years
4 licence, correct, or the final |icence --
5 MR. HUTCH SON:. No, the way -- if you
6 can |l ook at building a house, first you woul d get
7 a building permt, right? That's the same thing
8 as getting this interimlicence. And you would
9 show what you are going to build. And then once
10 you are done, you are finished it, with the house
11 you get a final inspection. |In this case it is
12 i ke you get a final licence. So basically we
13 would build LWR the way we said we were going to
14 build it. Now, we have asked the province to
15 finalize the licence, which is the next step in
16 the process. That interimand final licence is
17 only good for 50 years fromthe end of
18 construction. So that will take us to 2026.
19 Bef ore 2026 we have to do a licence renewal which
20 is a separate |icense.
21 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR | just want to
22 make sure, so that the final, 2026, from whenever
23 the final construction is, the final, is that in
24 perpetuity?
25 MR, HUTCHI SON:. No, it is 50 years.
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1 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR: 50 years, okay,
2 that's all | wanted to know.

3 | think we have time for one nore

4 round of questions. W do have a presentation

5 portion, so just to rem nd people that there is a
6 portion, you can enter your nanes in the back if

7 you want to give a presentation.

8 So state your nane?

9 M5. CHEYENNE PARI SIAN. My name is

10 Cheyenne Parisian. Can you hear ne okay?

11 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAI R Speak just a

12 little bit nore into the m crophone.

13 M5. CHEYENNE PARI SI AN:  Ckay. You

14  tal ked about downstream stations to relieve

15 tensi ons of Lake Wnnipeg water levels. Wy are
16 you not addressing the upstream stations that punp
17 into Lake W nni peg?

18 MR. HUTCH SON: That's an interesting
19 guestion. Were we do have upstream stations, we
20 have one at Grand Rapi ds on the Saskat chewan
21 Ri ver, and we have got six smaller stations on the
22 W nni peg River. The Wnnipeg R ver, these are
23 called run-of-river stations, which neans there is
24 really no place for Manitoba to store water, so we
25 have to al |l ow what ever comes fromupstream and it
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1 is Ontario that we are tal king about, it is Lake

2 of the Wods Control Board sets it, because it is
3 Lake of the Wods and Lake Lac Seul are the two

4 upstream | akes. Whatever gets flowed into the

5 W nni peg River, that anmount of water has to go

6 t hrough our stations. So we don't make deci sions
7 about how nuch, you know -- that's the essence of
8 arun-of-river station, whatever water conmes to

9 your station, you let flow through it.

10 M5. CHEYENNE PARI SI AN  So what is the
11 practice of generating, or opening the gates when
12 upstream opens, does downstream open as wel | ?

13 MR, HUTCHI SON. Sorry, just to

14 clarify, you are tal king about the Jenpeg station
15 and how we --

16 M5. CHEYENNE PARI SI AN: 1" m just

17 tal ki ng about the practice of the generating

18 stations, |ike when they are opening the gates.
19 MR. HUTCHI SON: You are tal king about
20 spi |l way gates?

21 MS. CHEYENNE PARI SI AN:  Yes.

22 MR. HUTCH SON: So at a generating

23 station, you can either have the water go through
24  the turbines, which is where Manitoba Hydro wants

25 it to go, because that water is used to produce
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1 electricity. |If there is too nuch water, such as

2 during a flood you get nore water than you can

3 fl ow through the turbines, the additional water

4 has to go through the spillway, which is a

5 separate part of the station, but it is there to

6 all ow water that can't get through the turbines to

7 fl ow down that way. Does that clarify?

8 M5. CHEYENNE PARI SI AN: M i gwech.

9 DR. NI GAAN SI NCLAIR  Ckay. | think
10 what we will dois, we will thank M. Hutchison
11 for his tine.

12 MR. GARY SPENCE: | have one nore

13 guestion for him

14 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR  Ckay. | think
15 we actually do have tinme if it is a quick one.

16 MR. GARY SPENCE: It is a quick

17 guesti on.

18 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR:  Quickly cone to
19 the m crophone. The reason why it is in the

20 m crophone is because then it gets recorded. Al
21 right. One final question here.

22 MR. GARY SPENCE: Why are concerns

23 only being known now to First Nations, and why we
24  were kept in the dark so long for all of these

25 danms, and the pros and cons of it? | don't know
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1 if you can answer that, but you could answer, |

2 guess, part of it.

3 DR. NI GAAN SI NCLAIR  Coul d you --

4 the question is fromM. Spence, right?

5 MR. GARY SPENCE: Yes.

6 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR M. Spence is
7 asking why are First Nations being consulted when
8 it seens to be that the issues have al ready

9 occurred, many of the concerns and issues that

10 have cone up today, why are they being consulted

11 | ater than beforehand, or a while ago?
12 MR. GARY SPENCE: Wy did they take so
13 long for us to be -- how do you say it -- for us

14 to be introduced to what you guys are doi ng?

15 MR, HUTCH SON. Ckay. Maybe | can
16 tackle the question this way. Wen we build a
17 project today there are significant consultations
18 and environnental assessnent processes that have
19 to happen. Wen Lake W nni peg Regul ati on was

20 built, the decision to build it was in the early
21 '70s, you didn't have the same environnenta

22 regul ations and consultation requirenents as you
23  do now.

24 MR. GARY SPENCE: In other words, we

25 didn't have no rights back then |i ke we do now,
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1 because a | ot of native people are speaking out,

2 and it is about tinme we are speaking out. Because

3 me, I'msick and tired of it, what the white

4 people are doing. |I'mnot a racist guy, but |I'm
5 tired of it, I"msick of it, you know. | live on
6 a First Nation, and this is a poor reserve. It

7 is, look around, what do we have here? You know,

8 you guys are reaping all of these rewards. What

9 are we getting? Shit on a stick. And I'mtired
10 of that, you know.

11 DR, NI GAAN SI NCLAIR:  So, M. Spence,
12 just to --

13 MR. GARY SPENCE: Wy isn't there nore
14 First Nations people working for Mnitoba Hydro?
15 And | nean in the corporate offices, not just on
16 the poles or building dans? W have to have

17 people in there that's going to speak for us.

18 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR: Okay. So there
19 is actually a really valid question in there. For
20 the second part, | just want to clarify that there

21 was no consultation done in the early 1970s, when
22 the original licence, the interimlicence was

23 applied for, correct?

24 MR. HUTCH SON: That's not exactly

25 what | said. | said the regulations and the
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1 requi renents for consultation were different back

2 t hen.
3 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR.  So they were

4 different?

5 MR. HUTCHI SON:. Like there is a study
6 board, it is also described in the report. If you
7 | ook at that, and you can sort of see what they

8 did as far as recommendati ons and whatnot for this
9 proj ect.

10 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR: Ckay. So the
11 second question, and unfortunately we are getting
12 to the end of the question and answer session

13 during this part, but I think it is a fair

14 question that cane out of your last comment. |Is
15 t here upper nanagenent i ndi genous people, maybe a
16 percentage, that's involved on the admnistrative
17 side of Manitoba Hydro? | think that it is fair
18 to say that there is a visible anmbunt of people

19 that work for Manitoba Hydro. 1Is there a

20 percentage of adm nistration of the upper decision
21 maki ng | evel ?

22 MR, HUTCH SON: Mani toba Hydro wants
23 to have the denographics of the province reflected
24 in our workforce. So for Aboriginal people, we

25 want -- overall, they represent roughly 16 per
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1 cent of the popul ation of Mnitoba, we want our
2 wor kf orce to have 16 per cent Aboriginal. It
3 does. In the north it changes, there is about 45

4 per cent Aborigi nal people and our workforce --

5 MR. GARY SPENCE: They are buil di ng
6 dans, they are putting up hydro poles. |I'm

7 tal ki ng about executives that work in the office
8 maki ng decisions for us, that's what |'m asking.
9 DR NI GAAN SINCLAIR  Let him answer.
10 MR, HUTCH SON: It is not just about
11 how nmany people we have hired, it is what

12 positions are technical, professional, which are
13 managerial, so we do |ook at that. Actually I

14 think it is a very good story to the corporation.
15 MR. GARY SPENCE: | tell you what, |

16 don't need a grade 12 education to know t hat

17 people are ripping nme off. That's all | have to
18 say.
19 DR N | GAAN SINCLAIR:  Ckay. So

20 M. Hut chison, thank you very nmuch. W are done
21 with this portion. | think that you indicated in
22 your comments that you are around and you are able
23 to answer individual questions, if need be.

24  That's what you indicated, | didn't want to take

25 words out of your nouth.
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1 So at this time I'"mgoing to ask

2 Comm ssi oner Sargeant, just because | want to nake
3 sure we have Chief Hudson and Councill or

4  Sutherland, can we just have a very brief, sort of
5 two, three mnutes, grab a coffee? Do you want to
6 do that?

7 THE CHAI RVAN:  Absol utely.

8 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR: Ckay. So what
9 we are going to do right now, it is not an

10 official coffee break, but it's 3:02, so we are

11 going to conme back at 3:10. So get yourself sone

12 fresh air, | know you tobacco sharers, but 3:10,
13 okay.

14 ( RECESS TAKEN)

15 DR. NI GAAN SI NCLAIR  Ckay. Al

16 ri ght everybody, we have turned the lights on so
17 that we can feel peppy. But this section is

18 i ntended for presentations, but we do have two
19 somewhat fornmal presentations that two nenbers of
20 Peguis would |ike to speak in a nonent. But |

21 just want to rem nd everybody, please invite

22 yourself to get sone coffee and water over there.
23 As | mentioned before, we do have food conming in
24 at 5:00 o' clock.

25 Thi s section, as we nentioned, as
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1 menti oned before, | can't enphasize enough how

2 incredibly inmportant it is that everything is

3 useful, and that it is of crucial inportance that
4 peopl e from Peguis have an input on this. So when
5 you are speaking, please be specific, but also be
6 directive and give recomendations in the

7 presentation section.

8 So what we are going to do is we are
9 going to invite Chief Hudson to cone and speak

10 directly to the Conm ssioners, and also give a

11 presentation. As | indicated before, | nmay ask
12 for clarification on certain points. | may ask
13 for a final summation. But you have approxi mately
14 15 m nutes, Chief Hudson, just so you know. Feel
15 free to cone to the stand. |If everybody could

16 cone to the podiumhere, and if you coul d,

17 everybody speak into the m crophone because all of
18 this is recorded, and it is used for further

19 reference, so...

20 CH EF HUDSON: First of all, I would
21 just like to give thanks today for the C ean

22 Envi ronnment Comm ssion comng to Peguis First

23 Nation. | knowit is a first for us here in our
24 community, and we certainly appreciate the

25 opportunity for our menbers and certainly for our
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1 representatives to be able to present sone of the

2 concerns and issues that they have wth respect to
3 Lake W nni peg Regul ati on of the | ake.

4 And this is sonething, as you heard in
5 previ ous question and answer presentation, it has
6 been a long tine comng. | think there has been
7 many inpacts over our history dating back to when
8 devel opment on Lake W nni peg basin has occurred,
9 nore specifically surroundi ng Hydro devel opnent s
10 up in the north. And not only did inpacts occur
11 in the immediate vicinity or areas of the

12 devel opnments, but certainly in and around the

13 reservoirs, or the lakes and the tributaries, the
14 rivers, all of the natural water systens that are
15 i npacted as a result of devel opnent in the north,
16 but certainly water being directed to Lake

17 W nni peg.

18 And this is sonething that | know for
19 nyself. | can renmenber back as a child when ny
20 great grandfather was evacuated, you know, from
21 Peguis First Nation back in 1972, when there was
22 huge floods in '"74, '76. And this is sonething |
23 believe is a cause -- as a result of not

24 necessarily regulating the | ake, but certainly

25 i npacts of the natural flows of the water systens
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1 that affect the | ake | evels on Lake W nni peg.

2 And | know having this first visit

3 here to Peguis neans a lot to us. And certainly I
4 just want to express our sincere thanks on this

5 first visit. And hopefully, it will be rewarding
6 and fruitful as far as the feedback that will be
7 taken into account.

8 | do want to begin also ny

9 presentation on sone of the current issues that we
10 face. And in the second part, we will certainly
11 speak nmore on the overall process as far as, you
12 know, the C ean Environnment Conm ssion engagi ng
13 communities in -- after what the Provincial Crown
14 has said regarding the duty to consult and

15 acconmodat e.

16 So |l wll begin, you know, with

17 respect to trying to sumrari ze, | guess in a

18 fashion that, how we feel the | ake |evels are

19 impacting us. And certainly when | talk on this,
20 it is going to involve all of the, you know, water
21 certainly flowing to one destination, that being
22 Lake W nni peg, and certainly during the spring

23 run-offs that we encounterer in all areas

24 surroundi ng Lake W nni peg, and during heavy rains

25 t oday, we have overl and fl oodi ng that occurs,
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1 many, many tines -- not as a period of over tine

2 as far days are concerned, but it happens over

3 hours now. And that's sonething that has never

4 happened before up until -- we've experienced that
5 probably back in the md 2000s.

6 And | know in 2010, 2011, here in

7 Pegui s al one we have had heavy rains and certainly
8 run-offs that have inpacted up to where 840 people
9 end up bei ng evacuated, and half of our housi ng

10 stock, that being 500 honmes here inpacted out of
11 t he approximately 1,100 houses that we have in our
12 community. And it is a result of divergence al ong
13 the Red River, certainly the Assiniboine River,

14 and into Lake Manitoba, and it extends on to Lake
15 St. Martin and Dauphin River and inevitably into
16 Lake Wnni peg. And certainly the new devel opnents
17 that are occurring to allow for Hydro devel opnent,
18 as far as the reach one, reach two, reach three,
19 it is all nmeant to divert water into Lake
20 Wnnipeg. And these areas are certainly inpacting
21 many, many conmunities, including Peguis.
22 And | also want to share with you,
23 was just at the Chair of the Tribal Council, of
24 Interlake Tribal Council, and | know the effects
25 that it is having on nmany, many First Nation
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1 comuni ti es which have been relocated to swanp and

2 mar shl ands and deltas, where there is a |ot of

3 | ow-1ying | and.

4 And | guess in our history of Peguis,
5 we were originally the St. Peters Band, in around
6 the Selkirk area. And in 1907 we were rel ocated
7 here to Peguis, which there was no devel opnent in
8 this area, and certainly it is a delta, lies in a
9 delta, that there is a |lot of swanp and marshl and.
10 Probably on the order of 40 per cent of our |ands
11 today are natural areas like that, as far as swanp
12 mar shes, and certainly within that Delta. And as
13 a result of the | akes being made artificially

14 hi gher, as a result of the devel opnents that are
15 occurring to divert water into Lake W nni peg, we

16 are experiencing a lot of flooding.

17 And | know, speaking to certainly a
18 | ot of the people here over the past many years,
19 flooding is a mgjor, najor issue. It takes up

20 probably 50 per cent of nmy tinme in the |ast couple
21 of years in ternms of addressing the issue. And it
22 i npacts areas in terns of not only housing, but

23 certainly inpacts people in terns of their daily
24 routine lives, whether they are, you know,

25 working, or whether they are just living their
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1 routine life here within the conmunity. And

2 certainly it inpacts our children, it inpacts our
3 teenagers, and it certainly inmpacts our adults in
4 all of their activities. And that places a |ot of
5 mental stressors and certainly various stressors
6 on people.

7 And | know with sonme of the people

8 that are involved in specific industries, like

9 farmng and certainly fishing, it has a direct

10 i mpact. Back in 2011, we lost 60 per cent of our
11 usable farmand as a result of overland fl oodi ng
12 here in our comunity. And at one tine we had up
13 to 75 farmers, famlies that did farm And under
14  Treaty nunber 1, farm ng was a major, major

15 resource and a major industry. But today we only
16 have |l ess than three famlies that are farm ng, as
17 a result of |ost |ands.

18 And that's just an exanple of show ng
19 the inmpacts and the | osses that we are incurring
20 as a result of the negative inpacts based on | ake
21 | evel s and certainly flooding of tributaries and
22 river systens and ancillary | akes that are

23 adj acent to Lake W nni peg.

24 And | know i n speaking to our

25 fi shernmen, our fishers, at one tine we had over 55
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1 licences assigned to Peguis, and today we have 11
2 as aresult of a lot of the problens that we are

3 experiencing fishing on Lake Wnni peg. And | know
4 in the areas of area four and area six where we do
5 have fishers, people are experiencing debris in

6 the water as a result of those new devel opnents,

7 fishing nets being | ost and conpensati on not being
8 provided on a tinely basis. Again, it is a result
9 of the | ake levels made artificially high, as a

10 result of feeding the danms in the north. And it
11 not only inpacts our Peguis fishers, but we have a
12 fishing industry where there is probably 70 per

13 cent of First Nation fishers throughout Manitoba,
14  throughout the entire industry. And when you have
15 t hese types of things occurring, and where

16 conpensati on cannot be provided to our fishers,

17 that industry is going to be lost. 1In our

18 constitution and certainly in our Treaties,

19 fishing is a Treaty right, and has al ways been our
20 right, whether it was at the tinme of Treaties or
21 current day fishing. But historically going back
22 that is an area that we practiced for thousands
23 and thousands of years. And it is having its
24 i npacts.
25 | know there is going to be further
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1 i nformation provided, but I just wanted to share

2 those two exanples as far as the agriculture

3 i ndustry and the fishing industry and the inpacts
4 it is having. But certainly the high water |evels
5 on lakes, rivers and tributaries, where we have

6 this water directed, again | nentioned the river

7 systens, and inevitably the | akes that are

8 i npacted, and ultimately where it is directed into
9 Lake Wnnipeg. First Nation |ands are | ost and

10 flooded as a result of these issues.

11 And that's another area that |

12 certainly could expand on, because in our forner
13 reserve of St. Peter's where we had | and goi ng

14 back to, again, hundreds of years, but nore

15 recently as far as our Treaty had been signed and
16 the reserve systemcreated, today we have | ands

17 that are fl ooded and no | onger usabl e being

18 adj acent to Lake Wnnipeg, right on Lake W nni peg,
19 but also the tributaries |eading up to Lake

20 W nni peg, including here at Peguis. So, you know,
21 this is sonething that we feel needs to be

22 addressed, and we certainly want to work with both
23 | evel s of Governnent, Provincial and Federal

24 Governnent, in hel ping addressi ng these issues.

25 But their response has been slow, and
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certainly nore than i nadequate I would say. You

heard some of the comments from sone of our
menbers as far as the conpensation that they
received as a result of some of the inpacts on

fl ooding. And | know our evacuees that are
currently out, we still have over 250 evacuees
that are still out, dating back to 2009, 2010, as
a result of these inpacts. And there is no way
that you can replace for that lost tinme and
certainly this lost |lands and | ost opportunities.
But the fact of the matter is, we need to find a
way that we can be involved in terns of

under standi ng the system but al so ensuring that
First Nations and the people that have occupi ed
this land for many, many years before this

devel opment and di version and regul ati ng of the

| ake has occurred, it is a natural, it is our
natural system our natural process and our
natural way of life that will help.

And | know certainly First Nations
need to be included in any devel opnents, future
devel opnments going forward, and we have to be
recogni zed, as we have always been, a third | evel
of CGovernnment, we have to participate in

under st andi ng the devel opnents that are occurring
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associated with Lake W nni peg.

So | just wanted to share, you know,
with you, briefly, some of the current inpacts and
some of the current issues that we are faced with.
But | know certainly com ng here today and
visiting our reserve certainly wll, you know,
this is sonething that we certainly appreciate,
but 1 know going forward, | hope that there is
many, nmany nore opportunities for us to sit down
and certainly have these understandi ngs and have
t hese informati on sessions, so people can share
their history. Because not always have we been
able to put things on paper and submt them It
has al ways been a verbal and an oral history for
us. So it is inmportant for you to be here. So |
just wanted to, you know, speak on that.

But also with respect to our
hi storical presence here, | will get into this
presentation, you know, in ternms of this session,
it is not consultation, again, it is just sharing
of information as far as the inpacts into our
community. Consultation is a two-way process,
where we need to hear your side as far as what
shoul d be done, and certainly what can be

accommpdated in terns of that consultation. So
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1 just wanted to make that clear today al so.
2 As far as the three | evels of
3 government, | will get -- again, it is a failure

4 of the Provincial Crown that has occurred over our
5 history in consulting in a tinely fashion. And it
6 was evident today when these new devel opnents t hat
7 are occurring, Bipole Ill and Keeyask projects

8 that are currently happening, there is no watchdog
9 t hat provides oversight to the Provincial Crown to
10 ensure that the Crown has net its |egal and

11 constitutional obligations and duties. That is a
12 travesty of justice.

13 | recogni ze the O ean Environnent

14 Comm ssi on does not have the duty to consult and
15 accomodat e, but rather to engage the comunity,
16 for which we give thanks. Wuld the failure of

17 the Crown to consult and accommobdat e Pegui s First
18 Nation in a tinely fashion have a detrinental

19 effect on the findings and the recomendati ons of
20 the dean Environnment Comm ssion? That's a

21 guestion that needs to be answer ed.

22 To the Ani shinabe people, water has
23 al ways been considered sacred. Qur teachings tel
24 us that the water is blood of nother earth, and

25 accordingly we need healthy, clean and pure water
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1 to nurture our body as well as nother earth. And
2 t oday, you know, you see -- | know you m ght, |
3 don't know if you all live in the City of

4  Wnnipeg, but how the inportance of having clean
5 water with the e. coli that has been detected

6 t hrough the water systens in Wnnipeg, how that

7 i npacts people. And certainly in our communities,
8 First Nation comunities, sonme of our communities
9 live with that year round. And that's not

10 acceptable. It is not acceptable for the Cty of
11 Wnnipeg, it is not acceptable for non-Ani shi nabe
12 peopl e, so why should it be acceptable for us?

13 That's the inportance of having pure water.

14 Because water is sacred, we should not
15 pollute the water. The Ani shi nabe people al

16 strive for a long and healthy life that we can

17 call the binbadiziwin. One of conponents of a |ong
18 healthy life is pure clean water. Qur teachings
19 also tell us that the wonen Ani shinabe, Kwe, are
20 the keepers of the water, just as the nmen, the
21 Ani shi nabe, are the keepers of the fire. Keepers
22 of the water also neans protecting the water and
23 no governnent or third party can usurp that trust.
24  Water is a gift given to us by the Creator and we

25 have that honour, that gift, by protecting it and
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1 preserving it for our future generations.
2 The Ani shi nabe peopl e have al ways
3 lived off the bounty of the |ake, whether it is

4 fish, animals, birds or plants and grasses. Lake
5 W nni peg has al so served as a highway so hunters

6 and gathers and trappers and ot her resource

7 harvesters can access their natural resource

8 areas. This way of life is also guaranteed in the
9 Treaties, but gradually this prom se has becone a
10 hol | ow prom se. As governnents and third parties
11 advocat ed that guarantee, our fisheries suffered
12 as a result of comercial fishing by American fish
13 buyers and ot her devel opers such as pul p and paper
14 mlls that cause mercury contam nation resulting
15 in closing of the fish industry in 1970 and ' 71.
16 Qur authority as stewards of our

17 natural resources, including the waters, has been
18 greatly conprom sed by col onial neasures

19 i npl enented by governnents, Crown Corporations,

20 including third parties, and that authority has to
21 be restored by the Anishinabe peopl e.

22 Wien Treaty 1 was signed in 1871,

23 Peguis First Nation agreed to share the land in

24  Treaty 1 territory. Treaty 1 did not have an

25 exti ngui shnent clause for other |ands or waters
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1 outside of the Treaty 1 territory. Accordingly,

2 Pegui s has asserted its Aboriginal title to the

3 |l and and waters outside of Treaty 1 territory. W
4 wll continue to assert that right until our

5 Aboriginal title rights are fully recogni zed and
6 respected. In the neantine, we have to protect

7 the integrity of our Aboriginal title rights by

8 protecting our |ands, waters, from any

9 devel opnent, future devel opnent, or neasures that
10 may potentially underm ne our constitutional and
11 i ndi genous rights. And | gave sonme exanpl es

12 previ ously on how those rights are being inpacted
13 and affect ed.

14 Protection of the resources such as
15 water is a part of our teachings, as we have to
16 | ook to the seven generations ahead to ensure our

17 chil dren, our grandchildren and our great

18 grandchi l dren can have a neani ngful, |ong, healthy
19 life.
20 The recommendations, it is strongly

21 recommended that Manitoba Hydro's request for a
22 final licence be held in abeyance until such a
23 time that the Peguis rights or Aboriginal title
24 has been settled in a fair and just manner.

25 Wth respect to that, I know we have
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1 certainly shared with you, you know, sonme of the
2 i ssues surrounding the loss of |ands, our |oss of
3 i ndustry such as fishing and agriculture, but

4 certainly when it comes down to, you know, our

5 constitutionally protected rights -- under

6 Aboriginal title our lands continue to be |ost as
7 a result of the |ake | evels on Lake W nni peg being
8 hi gh, and a ot of the diversion is happening down
9 the Red River, Assiniboine R ver and various other
10 river systens feeding into Lake Wnni peg. And |
11 know with our Treaty Land Entitlenment, which is

12 associated with our Treaties, we still have an

13 out standi ng obligation of 166,000 acres that we
14 need to select. And when |lands are flooded I|ike
15 t hat and devel opnment is occurring such as Bipole
16 [11, you know, it becones increasingly difficult
17 to select lands that we have traditionally used
18 over many hundreds of years, and thousands of

19 years.

20 So these are the inpacts that are

21 occurring as a result of Lake Wnni peg water

22 | evel s being high. But also with respect to the
23 out cones and the regul ati ons, we need to be

24 involved in these regulations directly. And I

25 know certainly Hydro has been around for, you
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1 know, a few decades, but we have been around for

2 hundr eds and hundreds of years, and the natural

3 flows of these waters and the | ake systens, and

4 certainly the tributaries, we have experience, and
5 we have certainly a | ot of know edge in these

6 areas. So we need to be involved in any bodies

7 that are set up as a result of trying to regulate
8 these systens. And this is sonething |I know, not
9 only comng from Peguis, but certainly all First
10 Nat i ons surroundi ng Lake W nni peg, we need to have
11 a voice, we need to have a say, and we certainly
12 need to continue to exercise our authority as far
13 as having the rights to these waters and these

14 | ands.

15 And the only neani ngful way that we
16 can do that today is to be partners and

17 participate in this process. And not by sitting
18 on a commttee, certainly not by sitting on a

19 board, but al so being recognized as a third order
20 of government which we have always had in place,
21 but it needs to be fulfilled. And that is

22 sonmething | share with you, not only com ng from
23 here, the people of Peguis, but certainly in the
24 comunities that | do represent outside of Peguis

25 within the Interlake communities, but also with ny
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1 fell ow chiefs surrounding the | ake here in

2 Manitoba. It is inportant for us to be

3 recogni zed. And that's sonmething | do put forward
4 to the O ean Environnment Conm ssion. Migwech.

5 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR. Ckay. Sorry,

6 this is a switch there. Oay. So, migwech to

7 Chi ef Hudson.

8 Comm ssi oner Sargeant, any of the

9 Comm ssi oners, do you have any questions?

10 THE CHAIRVAN:  No. | would just like
11 to thank Chief Hudson for a very interesting and
12 conprehensi ve presentation today, and we will

13 certainly look at those issues as we deliberate

14 what we may suggest com ng out of this whole

15 review.

16 DR. NI GAAN SI NCLAIR  There was one
17 poi nt, Chief Hudson, | think for ne it was just, |
18 just wanted to clarify. You tal ked about clean

19 water, clean drinking water specifically, and you
20 referred to issues. |s there an issue you are
21 referring to particularly in Peguis that has to do
22 wth water on Lake Wnnipeg, and clean water in
23 Peguis? | just wanted to know about that.
24 CH EF HUDSON: | guess as far as clean

25 water is concerned here in Peguis, | know we have,




Peguis Lake Winnipeg Regulation January 28, 2015

Page 91
1 t hrough our health centre, we do have peopl e that

2 go around testing waters and testing wells, and

3 certainly do all kinds of testing as far as

4 ensuring that we do have clean water. But let ne
5 gi ve you an exanple, and unfortunately | don't

6 have a glass of water or a jug of water.

7 Qovi ously, when you lift a jug of water, it is

8 going to be a lot heavier, and certainly a | ot

9 heavi er than a cup of water. Were | guess | nake
10 t he exanple of Lake Wnnipeg at one tinme being a
11 cup of water, but with all of the devel opnent that
12 is happening and all of the diversion that is

13 happening, it is diverting water into Lake

14 Wnnipeg, it becones a jug. So that jug becones
15 much heavier, and all of that groundwater pressure
16 that that |ake is putting on our systens is

17 pushing water up in other areas, and this tends to
18 be the water table. And I know for a fact the

19 water table here in Peguis is probably only two

20 feet below surface at tinmes. And those inpacts

21 i npact our systens as far as, you know, our septic
22 systens, but also it affects our wells, our well
23 system And we are finding nore contam nation in
24  our drinking water as a result of water being

25 pushed up, and certainly different contam nants
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1 that are comng to possibly the surface, and we

2 are experiencing that, especially during our flood
3 peri ods where we have overland flooding. And that
4 certainly has a detrinental effect on the health
5 of that water, but certainly the people that

6 consune it, and that being our people here in the
7 comunity.

8 It is not only at Peguis, obviously it
9 i s surroundi ng that whol e | ake, that whol e | ake
10 system of Lake Wnnipeg, that is happening |I'm

11 sure in various areas. It is not a result of

12 sonebody going in a pipe systemand pouring

13 contaminants in there, it is a result of the

14 natural way things happen, but also with respect
15 to that wastewater as a result of flooding, but

16 also the water table is being pushed higher, it

17 has a hi gher detrinental effect on our drinking
18 water and our clean water.

19 From an engi neering perspective, | am
20 an engineer, but certainly I'mnot a hydrol ogical
21 engi neer, but when you consider the cup and the
22 jug, you lift both of them you tell ne which one
23 is heavier, it is going to be the jug as a result
24 of nore water being in that jug versus the cup.

25 And that's how | | ook at Lake Wnnipeg. It was a
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1 cup at one tinme, but nowit is a jug because there
2 is alot nore water being diverted into it, and

3 the |l ake levels are certainly a |ot higher. So

4 just a sinple anal ogy, you know, dictates, and

5 certainly the natural flows of those systens are

6 havi ng i nmpacts, and negative inpacts as a result

7 of that.

8 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR. M igwech, Chief
9 Hudson. Two words that the Chief Hudson used, |
10 just want to make sure it is clear in the

11 transcription is, first is the Binbadiziwn or

12 Bi nbaddi ziwn, which is B-1-NNB-A-D-1-2Z-1-WI-N,
13 and it is Anishinabe | aw, which neans having a

14 good life, or wal king a good path. The second

15 word he used is Kwe, which is a word referring to
16 wonen, so it is spelled K-WE. Those are the two
17 words that he used.

18 CH EF HUDSON: | just wanted to nmake
19 one other comment which | was rem nded of, and we
20 do have aquifers within our systens when | was
21 maki ng the anal ogy of the jug and the cup,
22 currently the community north of us, in
23 Ki nonj eosht egon, their aquifer apparently is not
24 available in terns of clean drinking water as a
25 result of this analogy and this process. And they
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1 do have to drive to Dallas each and every tine

2 that they need to drink water. And here is a

3 comunity that is, basically up to 20 years ago

4 was a renote comunity, right adjacent, living on
5 the | ake, Lake Wnnipeg. But yet their aquifer

6 now i s polluted and they can not drink the water

7 down there. They have to drive a half hour to 45
8 m nutes south to get drinking water from our

9 nei ghbori ng comunity of Dallas, and they have to
10 pur chase that.

11 So it is having effects, you know,

12 Wi thin our communities surrounding the |ake. So |
13 was just rem nded of that and | just wanted to

14 share that wth you also. Migwech.

15 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR M igwech Chief
16 Hudson. While we call Councillor Sutherland up,
17 Councillor Mke Sutherland, | just want to rem nd
18 everybody -- we are done with Chief Hudson -- and
19 when we have called Councillor M ke Sutherland up
20 to the podium | would just like to rem nd
21 everybody that in the back there are surveys to
22 fill out. There is a nunber of opportunities to
23 share informati on about your personal experience
24 with Lake Wnnipeg Regulation. There are surveys
25 and those surveys are collected at the back.
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1 I f you could, Councillor Sutherland,

2 just introduce yourself and then you can go right
3 into your presentation. You have about 15

4 m nut es.

5 MR. M KE SUTHERLAND: M i gwech, thank
6 you. First of all ny nanme is -- first of all, |
7 would like to thank the C ean Environnent

8 Conmi ssion for comng to our community. W are

9 very honoured to have you here today, and | think
10 that we as a community have to understand the role
11 of the Cean Environment Conmission is to take

12 recommendations that we put forth, back so that
13 t hey can provide those recommendati ons as part of
14 their final report to governnent, to Hydro in

15 regards to the project that is before us here,

16 with Hydro applying for a permanent |icence for
17 Lake W nni peg Regul ati on.

18 | would also like to thank Dal e

19 Hut chi son for com ng out as a Hydro representative
20 to provide, you know, his version of the

21 application and why they want to do that. And,
22 you know, | thank the comunity for participating
23 in this process.

24 My given nanme is M ke Sutherland, ny

25 Treaty nunber is 269, |I'mpart of the Peguis First
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1 Nation. M traditional nane is (i bway spoken),

2 whi ch means Wal king Buffalo. M clan is the Wl f
3 Clan, and ny warrior name means brown cougar

4 warrior. There you go, you have it in a nutshell.
5 | guess today one of ny roles here is
6 to tal k about our strategy and about our inpacts

7 and so on and so forth. You obviously heard this
8 before and you are going to keep hearing it again
9 and again until our needs are net. The strategy
10 of Peguis First Nation in regards to all Hydro

11 projects, and any projects in general that affect
12 our First Nation, is to ensure that our rights are
13 protected and | ooked after. You know, as First

14 Nati ons people, one of the things that governnent,
15 i ndustry, environnentalists, they all |ook at the
16 | and and inpacts of the | and and everything that
17 lies within. But they |eave us out.

18 You heard ny nanes, they are al

19 reflective of animals, things that belong to the
20 environment, that are part of the environnment. W
21 are a part of that sane environment, we live with
22 those animals, we walk with those animals, we swim
23 with those fish -- |1 can't say we fly with the

24 birds, I wish we could, but we can't. And you

25 have to understand that we are a part of that
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1 environnment as well. It is everything that's

2 wWithin, that's the way the Creator nade it. And

3 as a |leader of this cormmunity, and as a | and user,
4 not her earth, whether in a position of |eadership
5 or not, I will always fight to protect that and

6 make our people aware of the effects that industry
7 is going to have within our boundaries of our

8 First Nation and also our traditional use areas.

9 Peguis will be involved one way or

10 another in all Hydro projects that conme forward,
11 because the projects affect our First Nation, at
12 some point in time to a greater extent than

13 others. You know, and you are going to hear today
14  of some of our concerns and issues, you know. And
15 one of my biggest concerns, and this is through

16 the educational process that | have been through
17 by reading, listening, attending, but also being a
18 part of these hearings and |istening to Hydro,

19 listening to experts and so on, that one of the

20 bi ggest concerns that | have about all of this is
21 not just the level of the water, but the flow of
22 the water. W tal k about al gae bl oons and erosion
23 of shoreline and stuff like that, but | think the
24 nost detrinmental effect to our land and to how we

25 use our land is the flow of the water in and out.
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1 And that's sonething that a | ot of our

2 peopl e don't understand. Talk to nme about this

3 ten years ago, | wouldn't have understood it. But
4 as a person on the land, and |I see what has

5 happened to the | and over the |ast nunber of years
6 now, it alnost starts to cone together like a

7 puzzl e.

8 You know, we wonder why our fishernen,
9 they are not used to the cycles that be now on the
10 | ake. They used to think that, you know, we

11 | ooked at cycles of seven years, rabbits, birds,
12 so and so forth, even fishing. But it is not the
13 same anynore. You can talk to the fishernmen, the
14 elderly fishernmen that are still on the | ake and
15 they will tell you that. The flow of the water

16 affects the fish. The governnent officials blane
17 al gae bl oons, but if you talk to the fishernmen who
18 are 80, 90 years old, they will tell you that the
19 al gae bl oons were always there. Wat has changed
20 is the flow of the water, the in and out and so on
21 and so forth. The |last couple of years, listening
22 to Hydro, listening to the experts going to these
23 hearings, and relating it to what | see on the

24 |l and as a fisherman, as a hunter, as a trapper,

25 now it is all starting to cone together.
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1 The other day | was at a hearing for

2 si x hours with Manitoba Hydro in regards to Lake

3 W nni peg Regul ation and their presentation. It is
4 very inportant, those hearings for me, because it
5 hel ped ne understand things better. And one of

6 the things | came away with is the best

7 under st andi ng that Hydro does have an effect on

8 how t hat water noves in critical tinmes of the

9 year. They even have an effect on how the ice

10 freezes. Because they told us in that neeting

11 that they slow the flow of the water down through
12 those structures in the north to help the water

13 freeze on the | ake. The biggest tine of the year
14  where Hydro is nost utilized is the wnter. So

15 after the ice freezes within the | akes, the inland
16 | akes, they open the gates nore to generate nore
17 flow. They have to because of the ice cover.

18 But as a trapper, | seen in 2011 how
19 it directly affected our community. A nunber of
20 ny buddi es, ny cousins, we have been on the | and
21 t oget her since we could wal k. Well, you guys were
22 50 years old plus, while you guys were killing
23 bugs and nosquitoes at 10, 12 years old, we were
24 harvesting deer, trapping beaver and nmuskrat. You

25 know, we were part of this land and we were on it
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1 since children, so we see the effects.
2 In 2011 we were out hunting nobose in
3 the fall in the Slave | akes area, which are
4 directly connected to Lake W nni peg through the
5 Jackhead River. And the water was extrenely high
6 because Lake Wnni peg, there was a flood there.
7 And t he beaver dans and nmuskrat houses were huge.
8 | was just thinking, you know, it is going to be a
9 good spring. W go out that spring and there is
10 no nuskrats. W get through the ice, we see it is
11 all hanging, the water is extrenmely low And it
12 is puzzling, where did all of the water go? But
13 now under st andi ng the way Manitoba Hydro works, we
14  understood where it went. It went down the river
15 They deci mated the nuskrats in those houses which
16 were huge, they weren't there anynore, they froze
17 out. You know, this is just one variation of what
18 we have seen over the years, plus the spawni ng and
19 how it is affecting our fishernen.
20 We had a huge fishing industry in
21 Peguis, as well as farmng. W are seeing now the
22 Lake Wnni peg, the |evel of the |ake directly
23 affect our industry here. | guess it is a
24 gquestion that | have later on, and it is puzzling,
25 you know. One of the things going back to Bipole




Peguis Lake Winnipeg Regulation January 28, 2015

Page 101
1 1l or Keeyask, Peguis asked for an econonm st to

2 be a part of our research, the presentations that
3 were going to be nade, whether it be Section 35 or
4 O ean Environnment Conm ssion hearings. W were

5 denied that econom st. You know, and it is the

6 pattern that's there because every tinme we put in
7 a proposal, we are |ooking for an expert w tness
8 that's going to give independent and objective

9 answers to our questions. Governnment doesn't want
10 to permt us to do that, they don't want to hear
11 the truth. Because the only information that's
12 really provided is what governnent, Hydro, and

13 ot her forms of industry will provide, which to ne
14 is biased.

15 Qur traditional know edge is never

16 utilized. | asked an engi neer |ast week at the
17 Hydro nmeeting, why don't you go around to hear

18 fromthe people in the comunities that are

19 af fected? Because we did a study here, we -- |
20 refute the study that was done in regards to our
21 fl ooding and our water. It was done by, | forget
22 the nane of the conpany, but it will cone to ne
23 here anyway. They laid a water |evel mark here
24 and we can't build anything bel ow t hat because

25 then we will be in the flood zone. |If you go
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1 t hrough the community, you will see sonme of the

2 areas that they have identified as a fl ood zone

3 that aren't even in the flood zone, and others

4 that aren't in the flood zone are. They didn't

5 use common know edge to go around and interview

6 peopl e. Because the |land changes quite a bit,

7 there is a lot of ridges and so on and so forth.

8 Now when it conmes to devel opnent, that water mark
9 is really affecting us. The sane scenari o happens
10 around the | ake, going there and asking and

11 getting actual information on how the water

12 affects people would give them nore accurate

13 information. And it is sad that that doesn't
14 happen.
15 You know, | heard when | cone in here,

16 our representative from Manitoba Hydro said that
17 the effects of flooding are downstream

18 Absolutely not. Absolutely not. If you take a

19 | ook at the history of Peguis, and the nost

20 serious floods go back from 1970 on, when Manitoba
21 Hydro started to control the levels of the | ake.
22 A working colleague of mne in Mnitoba

23 Conservation, who is now retired, told nme that

24  before Lake Wnni peg Regul ation, the |evels of the

25 | ake always went like this, it fluctuated greatly.
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1 And then Manitoba Hydro will try to make you

2 bel i eve that because they stabilized the |evel of
3 the lake that it is a good thing.

4 When you look at it fromthe

5 aboriginal perspective, the Creator created this
6 land for certain reasons, and we believe in that.
7 We don't go like scientists and biologists and try
8 and find out the reasons why. W accept what the
9 Creator did and how he made this |land and that we
10 are a part of that. |If that's the way the |ake
11 was to fluctuate and work in order for everything
12 to survive, then that is the way it should have
13 been. But since man took it over and started to
14 reqgulate the | ake levels to produce that energy,
15 there was a negative inpact to that whol e area.

16 And to themthe only negative inpact is what is
17 north of those structures, but it is not, it is
18 happeni ng here as well, because we see it. W

19 will conme here tine and tine again to try and nmake
20 you understand how it affects us.

21 The fl ooding here in Peguis is

22 conpounded by the level of the |ake. Wwere we sit
23 is so uni que because of Fisher Bay and Loon

24 Straights. Any novenent of water will fill that

25 bay up and create a wall of water through the
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1 river, and all the hydro -- | mean all of the

2 dr ai nage systemthat were put south of us, you

3 know, is where a lot of the water conmes from but
4 if it has nowhere to go, it is going to stay right
5 here in Peguis, which is the basin of this area.

6 Fl ood reduction has not decreased the
7 fl ooding for Peguis. 1In fact, if you take a | ook
8 at the history of the |Iake and how it fluctuates,
9 conpared to how we fl ooded in 2010, and we have
10 been gi ven maps and charts to show how t he | ake
11 fluctuates, 2010 was one of our nost destructive
12 years in the history of Peguis First Nation since
13 we were established here in 1906. There was five
14 flood occurrences that year, five of them four

15 are on record with the Province and Federal

16 Governnment. And we had one that wasn't, in

17 Sept enber, but we did flood, it washed out the

18 river crossings and so on.

19 You know, as Peguis band nenbers, and
20 we start to becone educated, start to understand
21 the way Hydro affects us, we have to speak out,
22 you know. And there is hearings all over the
23 provi nce. Just because there is one in Peguis
24  doesn't nmean we have to attend this one, you know,
25 there is others at Sel kirk, Wnnipeg, and so on
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1 and so forth. And it is really inportant that we

2 get our point across. | know we are not specific
3 to those areas, but not everybody is going to be
4 able to attend every hearing, or the hearing

5 specific to their area.

6 One of the things in the opening

7 statenent that | wanted to nake, but I'mgoing to
8 make it now, it is a question, | guess, to our

9 Hydro representative. And | don't think that he
10 can answer this question, but | amgoing to ask it
11 anyway. Wen is the Premier comng to Peguis to
12 make an apol ogy for all of the damage that was

13 done to our First Nation over the |ast 40 years?
14 Because he is sure going to the First Nations in
15 the north and meki ng apol ogi es for the danage was
16 done to them But if you take a | ook at our

17 hi story, that sanme damage was done to our

18 community, and it is still happening to our

19 comunity, and | think our chief reflected upon
20 that in our statenent.

21 You know, it is frustrating as a

22 | eader and nenber of this community to see that we
23 have to fight tooth and nail in order to bring

24  those necessary changes to our conmunity. Because

25 this is going to continue on and on and on because
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1 welivein a basin, there is no way that's going

2 to change. This is no way things are going to

3 change. You really have to |look at the

4  seriousness of the effects of what Manitoba Hydro
5 is asking for here. W know progress is going to
6 nove forward, energy has to be sold in order to

7 provi de not only hydro for the U S. and other

8 parts of the country but for ourselves as well.

9 It is really inmportant that we as a community be a
10 part of a |lot of the decisions that can help

11 i nfl uence decisions to be made not only just for
12 our people, but for all of our Peguis band

13 menbers. W |ive throughout Manitoba as well.

14 And, you know, as the chief stated in
15 his comments, | think nore research has to be done
16 bef ore Lake Wnni peg and the regul ati ons of Lake
17 W nni peg are turned over to Hydro permanently.

18 "' mjust nmaking a final statenent

19 saying that, you know, a friend of mne in the
20 community, we travelled throughout Saskatchewan,
21 sout hern Saskat chewan and Manitoba | ooking at the
22 whol e Nel son River basin and to get a good
23 under standi ng of what is out there. And one of
24 things that |1've seen |ast week in the Hydro

25 presentation is that Hydro's only concern is the
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1 boundari es of Manitoba, but yet those inflows of

2 water cone fromthe Lake of the Wods right across
3 the country to the Rockies, which is a vast

4 watershed. The problemthat | have is that the

5 studies that are done are only limted to specific
6 areas, project areas, which really doesn't tel

7 the truth, which is real deceiving. And | think
8 that if an accurate study is going to be done, a
9 full blown audit has to be done for the whole

10 Nel son River basin to give the people of Peguis,
11 to give the people of Manitoba a nore accurate

12 | ook at the effects of what the projects are and
13 how t hey are going to affect everybody. Because |
14 don't know if people understand how they utilize
15 it, Lake Wnnipeg for Manitoba Hydro is a hol di ng
16 tank, its a basin so that they have the resources
17 to generate energy to create that revenue, you

18 know, to the U S.

19 So, again, a recommendation is not to
20 provide that licence to Manitoba Hydro until a
21 full audit is done for that whole Nelson River
22 basin, with the inflows and outflows and so on.
23 | asked a question the other day, are
24  you ready, is Hydro ready for the big one? And

25 the big one | nmean is a flood of the Red and
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1 Assiniboine at the same tinme. Because in the |ast
2 200 years, it has never happened. | guarantee

3 that with climte change and things that are

4 happeni ng now, it is not too far down the road. |
5 think that's sonething that we really have to | ook
6 at, because sonething like that would really

7 devastate this province and the conmunities around
8 the lake. Migwech, thank you.

9 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR Hold on. Is

10 there any questions fromthe Comm ssion? Ckay, no
11 guestions. GCkay. So migwech, Councillor

12 Sut her | and.

13 VWiile | wait for heads up fromthe

14 back for names for presentation, | just also

15 wanted to enphasize, Councillor Sutherland talked
16 about presentations in other areas. There is a

17 presentation, public presentation on February 4th
18 in Selkirk. And so | encourage anyone to attend
19 that, if you wish, but there is an entire listing,
20 I"'mtrying to find it over here. Here it is.
21 There is an entire listing right here that has
22 presentations all the way from January, today, or
23 January 29th, tonorrow in Ashern, all the way to
24 March 26th in Wnnipeg. So they have three pages
25 of presentations. |If you hear of other people
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1 that would |like to be invol ved. | believe the

2 presentation list is being brought up to ne here.
3 I"mgetting the "it is com ng" wave.
4 W have approximately 45 m nutes to do

5 presentations, so dependi ng on how nmany nanes |

6 get.... So | believe that M. Mason isn't here
7 until later. |Is Jessie Cochrane here? GCkay. So
8 ri ght now we have, | apol ogize, |I'm probably going

9 to pronounce this wong, Cree, Kukitew, who is

10 going to conme up and speak, and maybe he wil |

11 i ntroduce hinmself. | wll pass the nanes on the
12 list over so you can get a spelling.
13 I f you want to have a presentation,

14 please, if you want to have a presentation, please
15 enter your nanme at the back, if you could. You
16 can go imredi ately follow ng this one.

17 MR. M KE SUTHERLAND: She is one of
18 our nenbers, Anna, she came in late. | wll take
19 her to the back. She is one of our elders.

20 DR. NI GAAN SI NCLAIR  No, problem
21 W have a spot right follow ng.

22 | know you have got a cold, so if you
23 could do your best to speak into the m crophone.
24 Also, if we could rem nd everyone at

25 the back to keep it down. Thank you very rmnuch.
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1 M i gwech.
2 MR. PAKNECINIW | know there are a
3 | ot of people here that are, and I will use the

4 word "dunmb" to our own | anguage, so | wll use

5 English from here on.

6 I know |' m not Canadian, |'mnot a

7 Canadi an citizen and | do not |ive in Canada.

8 This is not Canadi an soil upon which this building
9 sits. It is not Canadian water in those bottles,

10 that's not quote, unquote, Canadian water in

11 | akes, rivers and streans and ponds. And it is

12 definitely not Manitoba water. | do know t hat

13 I ndi ans have their own | aws, m ssions, bands and
14  people. | do know that Indian | aws precede

15 Canadian law. | do know that | have been given in
16 | aw the right, as far as | am concerned, the noral

17 responsibility to enforce the right of an intact,
18 natural and heal thy environnment to be in place for
19 the great grandchildren of my great grandchildren
20 and all future generations, no matter what col our,
21 no matter what tribe. | also know that Manitoba
22 Hydro is a Crown corporation, translated as a

23 public forum That's a big, big noney pot,

24  capabl e of paying fines probably well into the

25 billions.
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1 | want to tell a few instances of what
2 | seeninny life. 1'mnot an old man but | have
3 been around, | have done a |lot of different
4 things. | renenber one tinme when | was ten years

5 old, I went to Washout Bay with ny dad, my brother
6 and uncle, and we went for a ride across Washout

7 Bay, kind of heading to the south a bit. And the
8 water was so clean, | saw an eight foot sturgeon
9 at the bottomof the lake, and it was all sand.

10 That water was over 12 feet deep. W drank water
11 out of that |ake at that tine.

12 Coul d you imagi ne ny confusion a few
13 years later in Fisher Bay, and we were |lifting a
14 net, and | went to the other side of the boat,

15 because, you know, the fish have a style and

16 (inaudible.) | went to the other side of the boat
17 to get a cup of water and I was told, no, don't

18 drink it, it is not good anynore.

19 Anot her instance is when you head

20 strai ght east on highway 325, and then you head
21 north towards Beaver Creek, there is a large --

22 well, it used to be a very |large wet grassl ands.
23 It has been overgrown with willows and trees, and
24  that wasn't there, what | renmenber when | was 10,

25 12 years ol d.
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1 | want to verbally present a nodel of
2 what | see is happening. Please, | want you al
3 to know too, | knowthat -- | think that one of

4 the -- when | applied to Manitoba Hydro for a job,

5 | have to have a grade 12. Well, | failed that by
6 three years. | used to install stuff, big tanks
7 in septic fields in the old syphon systens. Now I

8 don't know if you are aware of it, but that tank

9 is split in half. One side is what they cal

10 well, crap, for want of a better word. And on the
11 ot her side, what happens is this side fills up,

12 and then it slowy | eaks over, and nost of the

13 solids stay on this side. On this side what

14 happens is this side slowy fills up, and once it
15 reaches a certain height, this pressure starts

16 pushing it out the tank, and it syphons out pretty
17 well right to the bottom and that other water,

18 that black water goes out into the septic tank.

19 What | see Jenpeg, it is |ike sonebody put a big
20 plug at the bottom of that syphon.

21 Lake W nni peg has been described as

22 qui ckly becom ng the | argest cesspool in the

23 world. It hurts nme to know that ny children wll
24  probably never be able to swmin that |ake nuch

25 | ess, because of that certain -- | have the nane
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1 here sonewhere -- toxopl asna, cyanobacteria toxic

2 algae. This is all public record, yes, true. But
3 nost peopl e have no idea what that stuff is, nost
4 peopl e have no idea that we have the right to it.
5 Recently a friend of mne from Lake

6 St. Martin told nme that the nets over there since
7 t hey put that quote, unquote, energency ditch,

8 since they put that energency ditch there across
9 t he Lake Manitoba to Lake Wnni peg, now their nets
10 have an ugly browni sh slinme, quote, unquote, that
11 cause the fish to, quote, unquote, not go in them
12 And that is an inmmedi ate reaction to that

13 energency ditch, which hasn't been properly | ooked
14 at. And that energency ditch, quote, unquote, is
15 one of the largest delicate intact ecosystens

16 practically in the world.

17 The word in Cree for water is nipi.

18 The word in Cree for death is nipown. So,

19 essentially, when you are saying nipi, you are

20 saying life. | think we should all take a very
21 hard | ook at that.

22 | know this is not just a conmunity
23 neeting, | knowit is a hearing. At the |ast

24 meeting there were representatives of Mnitoba

25 Hydro there, and they were presented with a first
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1 notice that instructed themessentially to stop

2 all of the destruction, all of this, all of the

3 di srespect to the environnent that they are

4 essentially practising.

5 | think sonmething we can do is, this

6 is what | would like to see: Manitoba Hydro Crown
7 Corporation is to imedi ately cease all activities
8 in regards to present and future devel opnent and

9 or/projects at all levels of operation, including
10 pl ans, planning and operation, and not excl uding
11 any aspect of the preceding. This would include
12 the devel opnent and the inplenentation of a

13 totally inclusive and conprehensi ve conmuni cati on
14 and consultation with, quote, unquote, red

15 | ndi ans, and the directions of such to be foll owed
16 in regards to the re-naturalization, the fixing of
17 all water routes, historical water |evels, and

18 routes taking into consideration the natural

19 wet/dry cycles, to the point where, if necessary,
20 an environnental |y consci ous way of renoving any
21 and all Manitoba Hydro projects, and repl ace,

22 repair, reconstruct, rebuild any and all natural
23 hi storic water features such as and not excl uding
24 any others, rapids, falls, narrows, ponds,

25 woodl ands, et cetera.
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1 There was a lot that | had prepared,
2 it was really thick, but I"'mglad that our elected
3 | eaders got up and spoke because it took a |ot of

4 wei ght of f ne.

5 Sonme of the fishers in Lake W nni peg,
6 | have been friends with for generations. In one
7 i nstance, a grandson of my dad's friend, | was

8 just speaking to himlast week. The fish novenent
9 in Lake Wnni peg has changed drastically, even

10 since this ditch, and he is going back years too.
11 Yes, it is true we always had sone al gae bl oons
12 now and then, but not as bad as we are having now
13 since the regulation in 1970. And yes, that was
14 al ready working, | was coming close to puberty at
15 that time. It has affected the fishery to the

16 poi nt where people going to their secret spots can
17 no | onger count on those areas. And you have to
18 know that our fishers of Lake W nni peg know t hat.
19 Even nyself, as young as | am | have seen

20 drastic, drastic changes in |akes, and even the
21  environnent.

22 And | know that you peopl e have got

23 good education. | know that sitting here between
24 two of the | argest bodies of water in the world,

25 it has a tendency to kind of nellow out the
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1 weather. And if you start nessing with those two
2 gentling factors, well, things are going to

3 change. And there is a floor, if this is the

4 basin here, and it has got this much water in it,
5 and this is Peguis, and it has got this much

6 water, the flowrate is constant, but if this

7 basin fills up with water, then this flowrate

8 here in between these increasing, essentially

9 i ncreasing the level of the -- what do you cal

10 that -- water table.

11 DR NI GAAN SINCLAIR:  You have about
12 a mnute, maybe a mnute and a half to sumup

13 MR. PAKNECINIW To cone up with

14  sonething el se to say?

15 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR  If you are

16 finished, you are finished. That's okay too.

17 MR. PAKNECINIW No, I'mfar from

18 finished. | observe, and observe ny inherent

19 right to enforce. That being said, | choose to
20 take a gentler way, and encourage all people to
21 know that this is life, this water, and we are
22 killing it. \When you kill sonething, you kil
23 yoursel f, you kill your nother, your wfe, your
24 daught er, your husband, your sons, your
25 grandchil dren. Money cannot replace this. Money
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1 cannot replace any of this. You can have multiple

2 trillions of dollars, if there is no water, we are
3 still going to be dead. We will be rich dead

4 peopl e, but dead. | would rather have nipi than

5 nipowin. | would rather the sane for ny children
6 and for ny great grandchildren' s great

7 grandchil dren, as well as yours. All of these

8 things you see ne wearing, they are all gifts or

9 exchanges for work that | have done. | don't need
10 noney. Actually, | borrowed a dollar so | could
11 buy these gl asses at Dol | arana.

12 | inmplore all of you, hear with your
13 heart what is being said, and use your brain to

14 create a bright future as opposed to one that's

15 full of noney and dead water. Egosi. Thank you.
16 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR:  Migwech, thank
17 you. Was there any questions at all?

18 THE CHAIRVAN:  No. It was an

19 excel | ent presentation.

20 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR:  Ckay. So,

21 migwech. Just a rem nder for the Conm ssioner to
22 speak up a little bit -- and they couldn't hear

23 you at the back when you said that.

24 In a nonent we are going to have Anna

25 Manni ngway cone up to the front. For the record,
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1 those words that he used were two Cree words. Did
2 you get both of then? N pi, which is an

3  Anishinabe one, N-1-P-1, which nmeans water. And

4 the other word is N powi n, which neans death

5 N-1-P-O-WI-N

6 Okay. So if you could speak directly
7 into the m crophone, Ms. Manni ngway, and you have
8 to come alittle bit closer. | think. Wuld you
9 i ke soneone to sit with you during your

10 presentation? Are you okay? You have Lisa with
11 you, so that's is great. |If you need anything at
12 all, she can get you water during the

13 presentation, or anything you need. And you have
14  approximately 12'ish mnutes. So with that, |

15 wll give you a little heads up when it starts to
16 be lowin time. So go ahead, Ms. Manni ngway.

17 MRS. MANNI NGWAY: M nanme is Anna

18 Manni ngway, born and rai sed here on Peguis

19 reserve. And | raised 19 children, seven boys,
20 eight girls. | never had hydro since 1970. And
21 we had a hone along the river and it was so dirty,
22 everything, we couldn't even drink our water. W
23 had to haul water from school. And even our
24 medi ci nes -- and flooding, nmy home went down from
25 the flood, nmy big home | had, | had ny children
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1 living there, we had to deal with all of these

2 children. So you notice we never -- we always

3 drank that water and the kids swamin the river.

4 But | ook at what it |ooks |ike today. Even we had
5 nmuskrat, beaver, and everything right fromthe

6 river. You know, that's the kind of neat we had

7 and it was healthy for us. But |ook at what we

8 have got now, we can't eat ducks and geese,

9 because | ook at how dirty that water is. It is

10 not healthy for anyone. On our reserve, it is

11 just like a basin in the north, I live north just
12 fromhere, and it flows down. And we used to tap
13 trees to get syrup fromthe trees, you can't even
14 go there. CQur nedicines are gone. W used to

15 pick there, we can't get there to pick our

16 medi ci nes for ourselves now So we really went

17 through a lot, all of those years. And fishing

18 they used to fish in the river, but nothing, it is
19 too dirty, you can't see nothing, it stinks. You
20 live by that river, you know, you can snell it.
21 And all of the stuff that comes north, the
22 gar bage, you nane it, spoiled our river
23 We had a river before. You could see
24 right to the bottomin the winter when you were on

25

the ice, but not now So all of that, all that
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1 stuff that conmes fromall of these drainages and
2 all of that, that's the river, and flooding us
3 out. And we are still flooding our people's
4 honmes. A lot of us are honel ess because of that
5 now, fl oodi ng.
6 Even, like we used to have, we used to
7 do laundry and that fromour river too. But, no,
8 there is nothing. W used to catch |obsters,
9 oyster shells when we were little kids. Now you
10 can't even catch, there is nothing there. That
11 shows what is happening to our river and how it is
12 muddy. That's very hard today, because we all
13 | oved our river that we had drank out of. It was
14 good water. But now today we are just struggling
15 now. And these wells that we've got, you should
16 see how they rust our pipes in our honmes, even
17 damage our home. Qur pipes get so rusty fromthe
18 wells. Wiy? | don't know even |ike drinking that
19 water. |If | had ny river water, | would drink it
20 i nstead of that.
21 Because a | ot of people that live on
22 the reserve, that's the ones that go through a | ot
23 of problenms, I'mtelling you. 1| lived here all of
24 ny life on Peguis reserve, and it was good, but
25 now it is not. Can't even eat the wild neat that
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1 we had before. There is a difference taste in al

2 of that too. | know, because of the water, these

3 ducks and geese, there is no taste like it used to

4 be. | don't think that | would want to eat any of
5 that anynore, | don't even want to.

6 Il will read the rest of ny paper

7 after. | will tell you some and I will wite the
8 rest out, after intermssion, I will fill it out

9 and I will give it.

10 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR: Ckay. So are

11 there any questions for Ms. Manni ngway?

12 THE CHAI RVAN: | was just curious, you
13 referred to both | obster and oyster, was that

14 the -- were you referring to the small crayfish

15 and the clanms that we used to find al ong the

16 shores of Lake W nni peg, up sone of the creeks?

17 MRS. MANNI NGMAY: That's | obster that
18 you use -- they used to use |ike a (inaudible),

19 and you poke it down into the river and it used to
20 pi ck up these oyster shells. And |obsters too,

21 they grab them pull them up.

22 THE CHAI RMAN:  The | obsters were the
23 smal | crayfish?

24 MRS. MANNI NGWAY:  Yeah

25 THE CHAI RVMAN: Ckay. Thank you.
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1 MRS. MANNI NGWAY: We had | ots of good

2 food, but not now.

3 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR Al right. You
4 just said -- just one clarification,

5 M's. Manni ngway, you indicated that the | oss of

6 certain aninmals on the river affected your famly.
7 Can you just say a little bit about that, how did
8 that -- I"'mnot sure you were clear on that. How
9 did the loss of certain aninals affect your

10 famly, or perhaps the changing of your

11 relationship with the river, how did that affect
12 your famly?

13 MRS. MANNI NGWAY:  Well, that affected
14 ny famly because of the water that they are in,
15 and if you caught fish to eat it, and you cook it,
16 it has got all of that stuff init. That's why

17 you can not eat that fish or anything, ducks, they
18 eat right fromthe river. Beaver, nuskrats, | ate
19 all of that, but I don't think I would want to eat
20 that anynore. | don't know.

21 DR NI GAAN SINCLAIR  So you were,

22 forced to get food fromel sewhere is what you are
23 sayi ng?

24 MVRS. MANNI NGMAY:  Yeah.

25 DR NI GAAN SINCLAIR  Ckay. | just
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1 wanted to nake sure that was cl ear

2 Any ot her questions? | want to say

3 m i gwech, Ms. Manni ngway, for com ng, and you can
4 fill out the formin the back, if you want to fil
5 out the rest of the form Ckay. So migwech,

6 thank you.

7 Next we have anot her Manni ngway,

8 M. Wayne Manni ngway. M. Manningway is still

9 here? There he is. Just a rem nder to everyone
10 that we do have di nner com ng for everyone at

11 5:00 o' clock, is that right? Yes. And so |

12 believe it is stew-- is it stew, is that right?
13 Maybe some soup, so stick around. 5:00 o'clock is
14 dinner and we will have a break after that. The
15 eveni ng session begins at 6:00 p.m, and we have
16 al ready booked in spots for the evening. So,

17 pl ease, if you want to speak, we will probably

18 have tinme for two nore presentations here. And
19 then in the evening we will book in some nore

20 spots. So M. Manni ngway, please introduce

21 yoursel f? |, of course, know you

22 MR, WAYNE MANNI NGMY:  Bonj our, tansi,
23 ny name is Little Rock (inaudible). M English
24 name i s Wayne Manni ngway.

25 And | was kind of reading over sone of
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1 t hese questions that to ne, a lot of it you talk

2 about the water. You know, before | canme up, ny

3 nom canme here. | renenber as a young boy going

4 down the hill to get water, and that water was so
5 clean. Now, | live by that sanme place, that sane
6 area, honestead, you go down the hill and that

7 water there, it is sad to say, as a traditional

8 person, a |lot of our nedicines were all along that
9 river, because | know, | picked them ny

10 gr andnot her picked them before nme. And now |

11 wouldn't even go there because you could see how
12 much effect it has on the water there from when
13 was a young boy growi ng up and doi ng these things.
14 | remenber going down the hill from
15 our place, we used to get fish fromthere. W

16 used to -- there is a rapids there, we used to go
17 and spear fish and take them home and eat them

18 You know, |ike |I say, we tal k about the inpact of
19 the water. Water is life. It doesn't matter what
20 race or where you cone from W talk about

21 envi ronnment, environnmental should really take a
22 good | ook at what is happening. This water, this
23 water is like the blood in your veins that flows
24  throughout you. Once you are polluted, your bl ood

25 and everything else, you will die. That's what is
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1 happeni ng around, not only our conmmunity, nenbers
2 of many ot hers.
3 And you know, for me, one other little
4 topic may be off this list here, but to ne that
5 peat noss thing over there, a |ot of medicines I
6 used to pick over there, now they are taking al
7 t hat peat npss, that peat nbss was filter to the
8 | ake. | don't know how they gave them that idea
9 of taking all that peat noss fromthere. |f you
10 | ook at that, the water runs fromthe south
11 t hrough there, as well as runs through our
12 community and floods us out every year, it doesn't
13 take much. One of the questions | was reading,
14 what are your concerns about the water |evels? It
15 is a great concern because a |ot of the nedicines
16 even along the | ake, you can't even get the
17 traplines set up.
18 | still take kids out in the bush.
19 have 100, me and ny other friends, we have 120
20 students fromthe school. It is called The Ways
21 O Qur People, we are trying to get our people
22 back on the land, but a lot of the areas are
23 fl ooded, we can't even get to our nmain canp. It
24 is because of the water. And | nean, why |I'm
25 saying that is, they clean all of the ditches and




Peguis Lake Winnipeg Regulation January 28, 2015

Page 126
1 everyt hing south, but when it cones to surrounding

2 Peguis, there is not even a drainage cleaned. So,
3 you know, that goes to show that, sure, the water
4 is going torun really fast and it is not going to
5 take much to flood us, because we are in a basin.
6 For anybody who has done any environnent al

7 studi es, they should know that. To ne that was

8 anot her -- which they should have never have done.
9 Because you cause nore chaos here by openi ng those
10 drainages all south. Those were like filters and
11 they slowed the water down, so by the tinme it got
12 here it wasn't such an inpact. Now, even a heavy
13 rain, when it rains south and it gives a good

14 rain, it doesn't take nmuch to flood us. And to ne
15 t hose drai nages, those ditches were filters, they
16 filtered everything, even to run into Lake

17 Wnnipeg, it's the sane as what | stated about

18 that peat nobss up there, taking up over there. |
19 used to go and pick nedicines over there, | used
20 to hunt over there. Now there is nothing there.
21 That's the animal s’ main habitat, especially for
22 hunting or trapping. There is nothing there.

23 | was on this -- | was on this before
24 about -- | was so against that. Peat npbss is a

25 filter, it is a filter. Like everybody has a
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1 liver here, and that's where all of the toxins go

2 and that cleans it. That's the sane as peat npss
3 does. It cleans before it gets to that |ake. But
4 if you take all of that out on that side, and

5 there is a major water flow that goes on that

6 side, that water pollution is going to get in

7 there twice as fast.

8 Li ke | said, flooding, just about

9 every year, | can pretty well say it is every year

10 we flood. And then the inpact it has on us, and a

11 | ot of our kids are sick.
12 Like | said, | enjoyed the healthy
13 lifestyle I lived when | had a chance to go down

14 to the river to get water. Now it is, you know --
15 | guess the enotional part, ny kids never got to
16 see that, and | don't think they ever wll.

17 Because nme as a First Nation, and a spiritual and
18 traditional person, that's against ny |aw of

19 polluting the water. That is our life. W nust
20 understand that. Wthout water nobody can live.
21 And | know coming to this here today,
22 | sat with my grandchildren, | always sit and | ook
23 at ny grandchildren, watching the future of them
24  especially if our water has already been destroyed

25 in many ways. It is the hardest thing to see
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1 that, to look at ny grandchildren. You know, when
2 | see the lifestyle where I went down the hill,

3 and | fished, |I picked ny nedicines, | got water

4 fromthere. | talked to nmy grand babi es about

5 that, ny girls, | just hope there is sonething

6 here for you when you guys grow up. It is hard

7 for me to speak, because |I see when | | ook at the
8 future not what is put in front of ne today. |

9 | ook back and | see ny grandchildren, that's what
10 | 1ook out for, not the noney in the world today
11 t hat everybody is crazy about and destroying the
12 earth. | follow ny heart, |ook at ny

13 grandchil dren, just the way ny ancestors did in

14 many things that they did in their life.

15 Tal k about fl oodi ng, nmany pl aces even
16 in the community further out, we can't even go

17 because there is so nuch water. | renenber going
18 out mles fromny place for nedicines, and | pick
19 nmedi ci nes because that's part of who we are as
20  Ani shi nabe people. W are the people of the
21 earth. W have got to |ook after it, and we
22 al ways fight about that. No disrespect on the
23 Ani shi nabe people, they don't fully understand
24 that it is going to cone to a point where we are
25 going to have no control over what is conming, the
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1 destruction of ourselves.
2 Now, | was at a hearing before about
3 this peat nbss. | asked, why aren't the people of

4  Save Lake Wnni peg, the environnment people here,
5 when we were fighting a case over that peat npss?
6 | ask the same question, why aren't they here

7 hel pi ng us protect the |ake, protect the water?

8 It is so hard to sit here and bring this board --
9 because | go home, | will see ny grandchildren

10 again, and that really touches nme, because | know

11 they are not going to have the chance to have that

12 water to drink, just to go down the hill or go
13 somewhere and drink it. It is so polluted. And
14  pollution, well, what comes with pollution, the

15 sickness, and it is happening in our comrunity,

16 because of these floods. And by cleaning out the
17 south, all of the ditches and drai nages south, and
18 it stops right here because we are a basin. And
19 that flows throughout our whol e conmunity, not

20 just one area. A lot of our people are sick.

21 Di abetes, cancer, high blood pressure, all of

22 t hese things are because of the major inpact of

23 the water always being polluted. And the first

24 place it hits in the spring is our conmmunity and

25 it floods everything.
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1 So | said, listen today, | seen on the

2 news, Wnni peg, what is happening there. The

3 nessage is very clear, why aren't we trying to

4 stop sonme of this pollution? It should have been
5 done many years ago, not just today. Now you

6 can't even drink the water in Wnnipeg, you have
7 to boil it. Well, welcone to our world. W have
8 been doing this -- we have been going through

9 this, a lot of sicknesses conmng into our

10 community. And it is sad, because like |I said, |
11 | ook at mnmy grandchildren. It is not about ne.

12 And that's where we nust renenber that we have got
13 to |l ook at the ones coming. |'msure you all have
14  grandchildren, think about them

15 And | would like to thank you for

16 listening to me, because what | state here is from
17 ny heart, and what | see, envision. Migwech.

18 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR: M igwech,

19 M. Manni ngway. Hold on just for one mnute. |Is
20 there any questions fromthe Conmm ssion?

21 THE CHAI RVAN:  No.

22 DR. NI GAAN SI NCLAIR  You nenti oned
23 two things, just to clarify, you nmentioned

24 medi ci nes that were unable to be picked. Do you

25 have an exanpl e of one of those medicines and what
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1 woul d that nedi ci ne be used for?

2 MR. WAYNE MANNI NGMY: There is many

3 medi ci nes --

4 DR NI GAAN SINCLAIR:  Just one at the
5 time

6 MR, WAYNE MANNI NGMAY:  Weeki s, they

7 call it ginger root in the European | ands.

8 And just one thing, | said we worked

9 wth 110 kids fromour school, we take out in the
10 bush, and we have to travel a long ways just to go
11  and show the nedicine out there and teach them
12 that. In nmy tinme, | could have just went down the
13 hill and showed them That's what | nmean. There
14 is so nmuch pollution. It is so scary to take the
15 chance to take themto sonewhere that you can't
16 even see the bottomof river.

17 DR. NI GAAN SI NCLAIR  What woul d t hat
18 medi ci ne be used for?

19 MR. VAYNE MANNI NGMAY:  Wel |, that

20 Weekis is used for many different things. There
21 is many things, but one is, it's the main thing
22 for everybody for colds, flus. W will use it for
23 cleansing in our lodges, it is one of the main

24 medi cines that we use in our lodges. And it is

25 very powerful, everybody knows it in the
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1 comunity. That's the first thing they ask for

2 when they get sick, have you got any Wekis?

3 DR. NI GAAN SI NCLAIR M igwech,

4 M. Manningway. D d you got all of that? Good.

5 Ckay. So what we have is we have

6 three speakers that are registered for the evening
7 session. There is no other registrants, unless

8 there has been one in the past mnute or so, for

9 the session that's now So what we will do is we
10 wll end now for dinner. Go ahead.

11 THE CHAI RVAN:  Why don't we see if

12 there is anybody el se would |i ke to make a

13 presentation who m ght not have registered?

14 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR: Okay. Is there
15 anybody here that would like to present that

16 hasn't registered yet? Al you do is enter your
17 nane at the back. W have tine right now, we have
18 approximately ten m nutes.

19 MR. GARY SPENCE: So could | say

20 sonet hi ng?

21 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR  Yes, go ahead.
22 VWhat we will do is we will get you to state your
23 nane, introduce yourself. W know you from

24 earlier so...

25 MR. GARY SPENCE: Hi, ny nanme is Gary
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1 Spence, and ny native nanme is Cross Thunderbird

2 Man. | have this one goal, sentence here, and |

3 wanted to read it all to you.

4 DR. NI GAAN SINCLAIR:  Pull the

5 m crophone up. Mich better.

6 MR. GARY SPENCE: Ckay. What | don't
7 understand is why is it so hard for the Provincial
8 and Federal Government to understand what is

9 happening to our water and |land? Wy has it taken
10 solong to act onit? Soon it wll be too late to
11 do anything. How nmuch noney is enough to get it
12 into the Province and Federal, not only native

13 peopl e are going to suffer, but everyone will

14 suffer.

15 And then now tal king about peat nopss.
16 Peat noss was put there by God for a reason.

17 Overl and fl oodi ng, peat npbss can't do not hing

18 about it.

19 And |i ke what was said earlier about
20 the water, | renenber, | used to |ive beside the
21 river but nowl don't. | used to go down to the

22 river and sit on the bridge, and | used to catch
23 crawfish, and |ike everything. This water was
24  four feet deep and | was able to |look right to the

25 bottom Now when | go to the river by nmy own
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1 honestead, it is only a foot to two feet deep and

2 you can't even see two inches past it. Like for
3 so many years that's been happening, and the

4 gover nnment knew about it, and | know that our

5 | eaders and our previous |eaders were trying to

6 say sonething. But | don't understand why it took
7 so long in order for you guys to understand that?
8 | mean |ike, you know, | know it all has to do

9 with noney. You have to have noney in order to
10 act on sonmething, okay. | will be wlling to

11 donate nmy tine, | don't care about being paid for
12 anything, if it is going to save ny life, and ny
13 children and grandkids' life, for their children
14 too, in order to hunt or fish and whatnot. What
15 is it going to take in order to stop it?

16 | don't know if you ever watched that
17 novie, what is that one that Steven Seagal acted
18 in, in Alaska? On Sacred G ound, when there was
19 an oil spill, that is what | nmean, what does that
20 one person say in there about noney? How are you
21 going to eat noney when there is nothing? You

22 can't eat noney. Sure, we mght get rich on this
23 and that, but we have to think about what is going
24 to happen to us in the future. W are slowy

25 dyi ng, not only native people, but white people,
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1 anybody in this world. This world is dying and we

2 are killing it. Not only here, but in other

3 countries.

4 | mean, when you | ook around, it is

5 scary. You know, |I'mscared living in this day,

6 because it is going to cone to an end. And the

7 people, like for here, for Manitoba and then

8 Mani t oba Hydro, they have to try and do sonet hing.
9 Same with the governnent, because | know the

10 gover nment owns Manitoba Hydro. Wy can't you

11 guys do anything about it? | nmean, put guidelines
12 in place where you have to, you know, like | say,
13 we live in a basin, which is true. And me, I'ma

14  plunber by trade, and | know water only flows

15 downhill, it doesn't flow uphill. | think that
16 Billy was saying that, he stated that on Manitoba
17 Hydro saying that it doesn't affect anything back
18 to us upstream How do they say it again --

19 upstream yeah, upstream Well, sure it is

20 affecting us, it has been affecting us for over
21 t hree decades now, ever since they put in the

22 first Hydro dam They put in the first Hydro dam
23 inthe '70s, right? It was a few years, that's
24 when | noticed the difference in the water, in the

25 wildlife.
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1 | live a mle off the river and |'m

2 flooding. M house, | did ny own plunbing in
3 there, and | renenber when |I first nmoved in in
4 1998, the water table was at | east eight feet

5 bel ow ground level. Now it is right to the top of

6 ny well. M well sticks out about two feet from
7 the ground. | was going to try to cut to bury it,
8 but I can't, I will have to try and get a

9 reseal able cap and tighten it to hold back the
10 water. So | thought to nyself, | better not do
11 t hat because water is going to seep in.

12 What | do yearly is put a gallon to
13 two gallons of Javex in ny well, and | let it sit
14 for 24 hours, and then run nmy water for two hours
15 after that. Sure, you can taste the chlorine,

16 but -- well, tonme it kills nost of the bacteria
17 in there.

18 Because there was a tine, | didn't

19 notice that, ny boy called nme one day and said,
20 dad, come |look at this. He had a glass, he used
21 the tap, he always let it run for at |east two
22 m nutes, that tap that he filled up the gl ass.

23 And he said look at this, look at this, there is
24 things floating in there and swinmng. And man,

25 couldn't believe it. | said stop drinking it. W
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1 started buying our water. And to this day it is
2 still like that. They cone test ny water, they
3 say it is good to drink. |'mnot drinking ny

4 water. Because | know my granddaughter, she was

5 staying with us, she was getting sick fromthat

6 water. So | don't know, | don't know what

7 provi sions or what guidelines we have to put in

8 place to try and reverse the effect that's

9 happeni ng now. That's why peopl e have to get

10 toget her and start doing sonething about it. |

11 don't think it is too late, but that's what | have
12 got to say.

13 DR. NI GAAN SI NCLAIR M igwech.

14  Thank you, M. Spence. |s there any questions at
15 all for M. Spence?

16 W have got another registered for

17 this evening, there is time to register for the

18 evening. A few things of housekeeping before we
19 wap up for dinner. W still have the surveys at
20 the back. W would |like many of the surveys to be
21 filled out so there is a fuller picture of al

22 experiences at Peguis in relation to Lake W nni peg
23 Regul ation. There is also lots of information

24 back there. Both Manitoba Hydro had a snall

25 di splay that M. Hutchison has indicated, or spoke
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1 on earlier. But then also on that table across

2 fromthe Manitoba Hydro display, there is |lots of
3 i nformation, including the process that we are

4 under goi ng now, and the information regarding the
5 final regulation, and so on and so forth, of

6 Mani t oba Hydro, the application.

7 That being said, | think we will end
8 it there. So we are going to reconvene here at
9 6:00 o'clock p.m There will be some opening

10 remarks at 6:00 o'clock p.m And | just want to
11 t hank, once again | want to thank Cheryl Thonpson
12 for opening this norning, or this afternoon, with
13 a prayer. And so | wll see you back here at

14 6:00 p.m Ckay, migwech.

15 (Recessed at 5:00 p.m and reconvened
16 at 6:05 p.m)
17 DR NI GGAN SINCLAIR Al right,

18 okay. So bonjour everybody, hello. Because this

19 is our second session, the expectation is that, |

20 guess, we are going to do a few opening statenents
21 agai n, however, nost of you | can see were here

22 for the | ast session, so | wll just be very

23 brief.

24 Wl conme to the C ean Environnent

25 Comm ssi on hearings specifically for Peguis on the
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1 regul ati on of Lake Wnni peg. Manitoba Hydro, four

2 decades ago, got a tenporary, or licence to,

3 interimlicence, sorry, an interimlicence in

4 which to regul ate Lake Wnni peg. W have received
5 a presentation earlier on that licence. And they
6 are now applying for a final licence. Their

7 interimlicence will expire in 2026. So this

8 session gives us an opportunity to reflect to

9 Mani t oba Hydro on sone of the issues that, issues,
10 successes, failures, things to work on, and review
11 the overall broader public policy in relation to
12 Lake Wnnipeg. It is also a chance to present

13 evi dence on the regul ati on of Lake W nni peg, the
14 inpacts of that. And then also review what are

15 areas that perhaps Manitoba Hydro, but also the

16 Cl ean Environnment Conmmi ssion shoul d consi der when
17 maki ng a decision on renewing this |icence and

18 giving Manitoba Hydro a final |icence.

19 This opportunity is for Peguis nenbers
20 only, which is unlike many of the public

21 gat herings which will be held throughout Manitoba.
22 For instance, there is a gathering tonorrow night
23 in Ashern, Manitoba, which | believe is a public
24 one. And then on February 4th, there is one in

25 Sel kirk. There is many other ones in Wnnipeg.
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This is a schedule just over there of all of the

sessions of the C ean Environnment Comm ssion. You
are invited to attend if you wish to. However
this is a specific one for Peguis, Peguis nenbers.
It is not limted just to Peguis nmenbers, but
menbers of the Peguis conmunity are invited to
join in and take part in this very special

i mportant information sharing.

My name is Niigaan Sinclair, I'ma
prof essor at the University of Manitoba. | have
witten widely on issues in relation to Lake
W nni peg, also the environnment in Manitoba, and |
am nost inportantly, a nmenber of Peguis. | grew
up in Selkirk, Sinclair, and ny famly has | ong
connections here, connections both to this
comunity, to the Sel kirk community, and al so our
Pegui s nenbers in Wnnipeg.

My job as noderator here this evening
is to ensure that -- well, first off to act as a
go- bet ween between the C ean Environnent
Comm ssion and the community of Peguis. But ny
job also is to make, to ensure that there is a
sense of clearness and clarity in the
presentations that are offered by Peguis nenbers.

So | may ask for clarification on certain ideas
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1 that are presented. | nmay ask for an extended

2 expl anation of sonmething. And | may also ask to
3 ensure that, in order for your presentation to be
4 cl ear and your recomendations, if you provide

5 any, to be understood fully by the transcriber, |

6 may ask you to repeat, or perhaps condense and

7 repeat sone words that you offer. That's part of

8 ny job.

9 My job is also to nmake sure that the
10 Comm ssi oners have an opportunity to ask you any
11 guestions on your presentation.

12 W have right now five presentations.

13 So if you want to nake a presentation, there are

14 nanes -- see those back four tables over there in
15 a square -- there is individuals back there who
16 wll take your nane and be able to -- you don't

17 have to really explain too nmuch other than fil

18 out this survey. W invite everyone to fill out
19 t he survey, because not only are we collecting

20 verbal information, but we are also collecting

21 some witing as well.

22 So without further adieu, what | want
23 to dois | want to invite Conm ssioner Sargeant to
24 i ntroduce hinself, also introduce the other

25 Comm ssi oners, and give greetings on behalf of the
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1 Comm ssion. So Conmi ssioner Sargeant ?

2 THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you,

3 Dr. Sinclair.

4 My nane is Terry Sargeant, |'mchair

5 of the C ean Environnent Conm ssion, | also chair
6 this panel. Wth nme on the panel to ny right is
7 Nei| Harden, to ny left is Edwi n Yee.

8 We are here in this comunity, as well
9 as in a nunber of other communities in the |ast

10 couple of weeks for the next three or four weeks,
11 to hear frompeople in the communities, people who
12 live near or on Lake Wnni peg, and hear their

13 stories, their concerns, and their advice and

14 opi ni ons about Lake W nni peg and the regul ati on of

15 Lake W nni peg by Manitoba Hydro.

16 So | ook forward to hearing fromthe
17 five plus presenters who we will hear this

18 evening, as well as -- we had a nunber of very

19 good presentations this afternoon, so |I | ook

20 forward to the rest of themthis evening.

21 Before | turn it back to you, | would
22 just like to thank and conplinment the wonmen behind
23 that sliding door for making dinner for us. |

24  thought it was delicious and | know that we are

25 all very well fed. So thank you to them and back
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1 to you.

2 DR. NI GGAN SINCLAIR | agree, | had

3 two rice puddings nyself and I'mfeeling very

4 full. So there was fantastic food.

5 So without too nmuch further adieu, if
6 there is no further questions on process, |ike |

7 said before, please fill out a survey in the back,
8 it looks like this, to collect sonme information

9 about the regul ation of Lake Wnni peg and the

10 application by Mnitoba Hydro.

11 | believe M. Hutchison is still here,
12 and he has done a very extensive job trying to

13 speak to everybody, he is the representation from
14 Mani t oba Hydro, so feel free to go and speak to
15 him But if you do speak, we woul d ask everybody
16 to keep quiet and they can speak in some of the
17 areas farther away fromthe m crophones, because
18 the sound is rather difficult to hear sonetines,
19 so we want to nake sure that everybody is heard.
20 Wt hout further adieu, we want to

21 invite our first speaker, Eugene Rait. First off,
22 pl ease state your nane and then go ahead and tel
23 us a little bit about yourself?

24 MR. EUGENE RAIT: M nane is Eugene

25 Rait, 2436 Peguis.
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1 There is a lot of tal k about the

2 hi story, and the history of our people has been

3 here for many thousands of years. And our people
4  knew how to take care of nother earth. And I

5 would think that if some people would have

6 listened to what our people have told them it

7 woul d have been a better situation today. You

8 know, there is a lot of tal k about conplication

9 and all of this, about the damage that's been done
10 to our land. 1In the end, it is not only our

11 children that are hurting, it is going to be yours
12 too.

13 So, when | tal ked to the Conm ssion,
14 and they are going to be maybe giving Hydro, in

15 2026 -- | guess | should keep on going. But you
16 know, you have to listen to our people. CQur

17 peopl e know the | and, they know when the land is
18 hurting. And you know, you don't understand it.
19 And there is sonething that | see just
20 by sitting in this room The Conm ssion that sits
21 in front of ne, there is no native elders that sit
22 on that Conm ssion, and there should be, because
23 they carry lots of wisdom |ots of w sdom about

24 the land. And it would be very inportant to have

25 one of our respected elders in Manitoba, or even
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1 in Peguis, to sit where you are sitting. Because
2 it is very inportant to work together as a team
3 If you are going to solve a situation that we are
4 in, you have to work together. Because you can

5 conplain and conplain for a long time and not hi ng
6 wll ever be done. So understandi ng what our

7 peopl e are going through, and al so now what a | ot
8 of Manitobans that |ive around the | ake are going
9 through -- they tal k about our, our people talk

10 about the nedicines that cone fromthe rivers,

11 that conme fromthe | ake where rivers flowinto.

12 There is a lot of fish that are sick, they have

13 got all Kkinds of scabs on them You know, that's
14 really sad. To ne, | sit here as a First Nation
15 person. If you don't listen to nme, it is going to
16 get worse, it is going to get really, really

17 wor se.

18 | don't think that the |icence should
19 be issued until sonething is solved first. You

20 have to solve sonething first. And you know, who
21 is going to pay for all of the danage that's been
22 done? Wo created all of that damage? You have
23 to look at that.

24 And our people are so kind-hearted and

25 carry a very beautiful heart, that they will help
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1 people fix the damage that they caused. And you

2 know, that is just the way of our people, they

3 al ways carry that kind nature and that kind heart.
4 And they will help fix nother earth and the

5 probl ens that was done to Lake W nni peg.

6 And understanding and listening to our
7 el ders is one of the nobst inportant things,

8 because they have that know edge and the w sdom of
9 what happened. They just knew it, and they can

10 hel p you in that way.

11 A | ot has been tal ked about, about,

12 you know, about the animals and everything, it has
13 all been spoken about already. But in the end,

14  you know, there is going to be sone pretty tough
15 things coming up as it gets worse and worse. You
16 know, when you | ook at the northern part of

17 Mani t oba, they flooded all of those reserves, you
18 know, they flooded a |ot of land. They fl ooded

19 burial sites, their burial sites up there. Wen
20 you | ook at it down south now, when you open those
21 dykes, or those doors at Jenpeg or whatever, it is
22 probably com ng south when you |l et too nuch water
23 through, it is affecting all people along Lake

24  Wnnipeg and all of the reserves.

25 | didn't have a piece of paper but,
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1 you know, working together and maki ng sure that

2 you work in truth, and not just go give a licence
3 and they never have to fill out for a licence

4 again. Wrk in truth with our people to solve the
5 problem work in truth with the Manitoba people to
6 solve this problem Because it is only going to

7 get worse, it is not going to get any better.

8 And wth that, | don't have nuch to

9 say, there has been a |l ot of talk about it already
10 so -- but all | can say is that when our people

11 call nother earth our nother, it is your nother

12 too. You know, if you poison it, it will cone

13 back really bad in the end. She will fix the

14 problemin a really tough way, because you won't
15 have nothing, no food. You won't be able to

16 survive. The water is going to be poisoned.

17 And there is another thing about the
18 water, there was never a Treaty on the water, that
19 water still belongs to us. There was never a
20 Treaty done on water and that water still belongs
21 to us, it belongs to our people, it belongs to our
22 wonen. There was never a Treaty done on water, so
23 you don't own that water.
24 DR. NI GGAN SINCLAIR: M igwech,
25 Eugene. |Is there a question from
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1 M. Conm ssioner?
2 THE CHAIRVAN: | don't have a
3 guestion. | just want to respond to a comrent

4 that Eugene nmade about the panel should have an

5 Aboriginal elder on the panel. All together on

6 the Comm ssion, there are about 12 or 14 people

7 who have been appointed to a roster, and fromthat
8 roster | select the panel. Two of those people

9 are nenbers of First Nations, one of themis from
10 Opaskwayak, she has a full-tinme job, and the

11 nature of these hearings is that this is alnost a
12 full-time job for three or four nonths, so she

13 can't sit on the panel. On our |ast review for
14 Keeyask, we had another First Nations person from
15 Pine Creek First Nation, and he was on the panel
16 throughout the review, and that was -- in | ooking
17 at Keeyask, there was an awful | ot of Aboriginal
18 traditional know edge that came into play. And
19 his name is Reg Nepinak. Reg actually hel ped us a
20 | ot in understandi ng sone of the things about ATK,
21 al so sonme of the things about Aboriginal culture.
22 So | agree with you, it can be very hel pful. Reg
23 was on the | ast panel, he had had a full year and
24  he wanted a break, so he didn't want to cone on

25 this one as wel|.
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1 MR. EUGENE RAIT: | think if you had

2 cone to a reserve, it would ook a lot better if

3 there was an el der on the panel, we would feel a
4 | ot better.

5 THE CHAIRVAN: | agree. But we al so
6 cone to the reserve, you know, because we often

7 don't have an Aborigi nal person on the panel, we
8 cone here to hear fromyou

9 DR. NI GGAN SINCLAIR M. Rait, just
10 one thing to clarify in your presentation. You
11 tal ked about fl ooded burial sites, do you renenber
12 tal ki ng about that?

13 MR. EUGENE RAIT: That's up north when
14 they built the dam they flooded burial sites up
15 north. And the only way | can say that is put

16 yourself in our people's place, what if we did

17 that to you, how would you feel? Wat if we

18 poi soned your children, how would you feel? You
19 have got to understand it works both ways. And,
20 you know, our people carry the kindest heart that
21 you will ever see, we will work with you to solve
22 this problem

23 DR. NI GGAN SI NCLAIR.  Ckay, migwech,
24 Dr. Rait. GCkay. Sorry, | made you a doctor

25 there, there you go. | called you Dr. Rait. |
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1 apol ogize, M. Rait. |I'mthrowing out all of

2 these titles today.

3 Okay. Next up we have a Kiefer

4 Sutherland, is he here? Oh, he stepped out for a
5 mnute. So we are going to step over to Meggy

6 Parisian -- Mekhi, it is spelt ME-K-H1. Wat |
7 will get you to do is you are going to state your
8 name, nmaybe tell us a little bit about yourself

9 bef ore you speak.

10 MR. MEKHI PARI SIAN. My nanme is Mekhi
11 Parisian, and I'mfrom Peguis M ddl e School. Last
12 year ny sister was breathing good, then it fl ooded
13 in our basenent.

14 DR. NI GGAN SINCLAIR:  Cone right up
15 to the m crophone.

16 MR. MEKHI PARI SI AN:  Last year ny

17 sister was breathing good, then it flooded in our
18 basenent, later she couldn't breathe right. Wat
19 do you say to your little sister when she thinks

20 she is going to die, when she gets scared and she

21 can't breathe right? I1'ma child and I know about
22 water, | did a science fair about water. | al nost
23 fell inthe river last week getting water sanples.
24 | want clean water for our honme, so | study hard.

25 What is the Comm ssion doing to ensure we have
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1 good drinking water for my generation, and how

2 about the future? Migwech.

3 DR. NI GGAN SI NCLAIR M igwech.

4  Apparently, Mekhi -- does the Comm ssion want to
5 hear part of that again? It is difficult to hear,
6 or have questions about Mekhi's offering?

7 THE CHAI RVAN: Wl |, | think

8 understood it, he has tal ked about the concerns of
9 water in the basenent, and | guess that caused

10 nol d and caused your sister some problens with her
11 br eat hi ng?

12 MR. MEKHI PARI SI AN:  Yes.

13 THE CHAI RVMAN:  That's what | thought.
14  Then he asked us what we can do, or if we can

15 guarantee clean drinking water for himand his

16 famly. Unfortunately, we can't guarantee you

17 that, but we hope that we can play a small role in
18 trying to achieve that.

19 MR. MEKHI PARI SIAN: M igwech.

20 DR N IGGAN SINCLAIR Ckay. And you
21 al so said that you had fallen in the river

22 recently, is that right?

23 MR. MEKHI PARI SI AN: Al nost.

24 THE CHAI RVAN: Al nost.

25 DR NI GGAN SINCLAIR: Al nost fallen
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1 in the river, okay.

2 | want to say migwech for being so

3 brave. This can be a very intimdating

4 ci rcunst ance, what you do, and all of these adults
5 are talking like this. But you are w se beyond

6 your years, so, migwech.

7 Next up is Wnona Mrrison. Wl cone

8 Ms. Morrison, if you could introduce yourself and
9 speak directly into the m crophone. Hold it up

10 right to your nouth.

11 M5. WNONA MORRI SON:  Hi, |I'm W nona
12 Morrison, |I'ma nenber of the Peguis comunity,

13 originally a northern girl, but found it pretty

14 intriguing that | married into this community, and
15 the rest is history.

16 | have a few concerns. One of the

17 main ones | have, as | was sitting there | was

18 t hi nki ng about -- originally I"'mfromthe north,
19 and when | go north, I know a lot of fishernen in
20 t he Tataskweyak area and stuff, and we can't eat
21 the fish. Like we can't eat nmuch of the fish

22 that's up in the water in that area because of the
23 mercury poi soning, or contam nation. It was

24  stated, water is essential and water is life. |

25 don't know if -- | appreciate this panel being
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1 here and ne being recorded at this tinme, because |

2 know now t hat hopefully sonmeone w || pay

3 attention. Because it is so inportant that we

4 realize, and Eugene stated it when he spoke -- |

5 wasn't here for the whol e afternoon because | have
6 alife and 1'mbusy, okay. | happen to coach one
7 of the best westling teans in the province. So,
8 you know, |'m not bragging but -- actually, | am
9 So for them are they going to have clean water in
10 ten years? 1|s Hydro going to nake sure -- like, |
11 heard Terry state he is going to do his best to

12 work with us to ensure that there is clean water.
13 ss: M, as a native wonan, | know ny
14 role as a native woman is to be a keeper and to

15 take care of that water. It has a spirit, and it
16 sustains and gives life.

17 So I'm hoping that the reason you are
18 here is not to ensure anybody's pockets are |ined
19 |ater, but I'm hoping you, as the Comm ssion, is
20 going to ensure that the water is treated with

21 respect.

22 There is wonmen on your panel, or

23 don't know who those wonen are, but there is wonen
24 over there, one over here. | know what ny role

25 is, and I know what ny responsibility is, and |
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1 know how sacred wonen are. Eugene stated too, we

2 call our earth, nother earth, we call her nother

3 for a reason. She gives life.

4 So one of the -- back to the technica
5 side, | guess, in ny opinion there aren't enough
6 water gauges on Lake Wnnipeg. | got a brief

7 rundown on where the gauges are situated, and |

8 was also infornmed that the nunbers are average

9 nunbers taken fromthose ei ght gauges that are

10 situated in different areas on the |ake, in and
11  around the | ake.

12 | have seen the destruction. | have
13 seen t he damage sone of these dans can do up

14 north, because I'mfromthe north, | have had to
15 wvisit the north.

16 | heard Terry state earlier too that
17 there was a nenber from Pine Creek First Nation on
18 t he panel when you were doing your comrunity

19 public foruns or neetings on Keeyask. Keeyask is
20  in Northern Manitoba. Last tinme | checked, Pine
21 Creek is just west of here.

22 " mglad, though, that you were

23 educated in sone of the native traditions. [|'m
24  very, very thankful that you hopefully heard and

25 paid attention to what was shared with you. |
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1 al so appreciate the fact that there are only two

2 First Nations communities involved in these public
3 neetings, Cross Lake and Peguis. | saw on the
4 list where -- okay, maybe | didn't check the

5 second page, the lady is shaking her head over

6 there.

7 THE CHAIRMAN:  We were in Fisher two
8 days ago.

9 MS. W NONA MORRI SON:  Were you?

10 That's good, so that is three.

11 THE CHAI RMAN: W have al so been in
12 Yor k Landi ng.

13 M5. W NONA MORRI SON:  That's ny band,

14 that's where |'m from

15 THE CHAI RVAN: W were there two weeks
16 ago.

17 M5. W NONA MORRI SON:  And they didn't
18 even et me know, but anyway -- because | woul d

19 have went up there for this too. |I'mglad you are

20 getting the input, because | heard stated earlier
21 that you don't own the water, nobody owns the

22 water. So how can you, upon applying for your

23 full licence -- because Manitoba Hydro has been
24 granted an interimlicence, and it is what, four

25 decades now | think you said? 1In those four
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1 decades, I'mglad, fromwhat little that | paid

2 attention to, you are including First Nations.

3  You have to.

4 " munenpl oyed, | have time. W

5 residency ends in March. So one of the things

6 that | have noticed since living here in Peguis

7 for the last 20 years, we experience flooding.

8 Some years it is not too bad, sone years we get

9 evacuated. W have a snmall farm so even though
10 we are supposed to be evacuated, we can't |eave
11 our animals. And | don't know if it is because of
12 all of the drainage ditches, or if it is because
13 Peguis is located in a depression, but we al so

14 have, you know, in the hone that I live in, we

15 al so now have bl ack nol d.

16 | think I have touched briefly on

17 this, what questions do | have for Mnitoba Hydro?
18 Vll, | think I touched on it, I"mjust going to
19 elaborate a little bit onit. First of all, who
20 gave a Crown corporation the right to control a
21 body of water that's always existed prior to their
22 conmpany formng? It goes back to ny know edge

23 that it is a living source. And why does Manitoba
24 Hydro feel that they can control and regul ate

25 sonething that is alive?
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1 One of ny reconmendati ons and i deas

2 about the future regul ati ons of Lake W nni peg

3 water levels, nove the homes out of the flood

4 zones. There is riparian |law that states no one
5 should be living within 100 feet of the | owest

6 water level in the last 100 years, of a natural

7 shoreline. Yet at Breezy Point, those cottages

8 were destroyed a few years ago because of the ice.
9 In terns of new devel opnent, is Hydro
10 going to ensure that no building is done in these
11 zones so that they remain as natural as possible?
12 Is there a law in place for that?

13 | think I'm done.

14 DR. NI GGAN SI NCLAI R Ckay.

15 M5. W NONA MORRI SON: Very

16 i nteresting.

17 DR. NI GGAN SINCLAIR  Ckay. No, it
18 is just -- so do we have any questions for

19 Ms. Morrison?
20 THE CHAI RVAN:  Not a question, but
21 just wanted to expand on the nunber of First
22 Nations that we have and will be visiting. W
23 were in Grand Rapids | ast week. Next week we will
24  be at Brokenhead. The week after, Black R ver,
25 Berens River and Sagkeeng. And then later in
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1 February, | think three days in Cross Lake, and we

2 are al so planning on going into Norway House in

3 early to md April.

4 M5. W NONA MORRI SON: Ckay. That's

5 good. Like |I said, my residency ends in March,

6 |"mavailable after. But good, I'mglad. And you
7 know what, it was stated in here earlier, if you

8 want the cooperation of the people, you have to

9 honour the people. | don't know if any tobacco

10 was passed before you started this process. Ws

11  there?

12 DR. NI GGAN SINCLAIR:  No. To then?
13 M5. WNONA MORRI SON:  Or anybody?

14 DR NI GGAN SINCLAIR:  |'mpretty sure
15 not .

16 M5. W NONA MORRI SON:  Li ke has

17 anything --

18 DR NI GGAN SI NCLAIR:  For a prayer at

19 t he very begi nni ng.

20 M5. W NONA MORRI SON: Ckay. Vel

21 that's good, at |east the gesture was there.

22 Because | know even for -- you are taking a | ot of
23 knowl edge away in that recording. M voice is

24 going to be transcribed or whatever. So, please,

25 when you go to the communities you go to, there is
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1 protocol, there is protocol with everything, and I
2 hope you follow it.

3 And | appreciate your time, and | hope
4 you nake it safely back, although the plow has

5 been out a fewtinmes. But | think that's it, and
6 Il will leave ny email. [|I'mtrying to get a job is
7 what I'mtrying to get. But thank you for your

8 tinme, and | really, really, appreciate being given
9 this opportunity to say what is on ny mnd.

10 DR. NI GGAN SINCLAIR:  Ms. Morrison,
11  just want to -- | really think what you said was
12 really inportant, but it mght be, | think it

13 m ght not be understood. Wen you are talking

14  about protocols and the collecting of information,
15 are you tal king about that there is a

16 responsi bility, once you collect that information,
17 to do sonething with it, to listen to it, to what
18 you sai d, honour the people?

19 MS. W NONA MORRI SON:  Yes.
20 DR N IGGAN SINCLAIR  Ckay. | just
21 wanted to nmake sure that that was understood.
22 Thank you.
23 M5. W NONA MORRI SON:  Thank you.
24 DR. NI GGAN SI NCLAIR M igwech, thank
25 you.
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1 Ckay. So what we have is -- so if

2 there is any other speakers, because this is

3 really your |ast opportunity, because we have a

4 coupl e of speakers left. W want to get out of

5 here in a tinely fashion, we have a far ways to

6 travel this evening. | do encourage everyone to

7 spend sone tinme collecting information. W are

8 tal king about regul ation of Lake Wnnipeg, the

9 water |evels of Lake W nni peg, which Mnitoba

10 Hydro is applying for a final licence for in

11  which -- well, to regulate. So please be aware of
12 everything that we are tal king about when you cone
13 up. W are going to invite Kiefer Sutherland who
14 is the junior chief. | don't knowif you want to
15 i ntroduce yourself as westler.

16 Okay. So introduce yourself, and if
17 you need any help at all, you have got --

18 MR. KEI FER SUTHERLAND: Hello. My

19 nane is Kiefer Sutherland and I'mthe junior chief
20 of Peguis Central School, and I'mhere to talk
21 about Lake W nni peg.
22 There is not enough water gauges at
23 Lake Wnnipeg. Wy is that?
24 DR. NI GGAN SINCLAIR: Did you want a
25 response? Right now you are nore giving a
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1 presentation than a Q and A at the nonment, but

2 thi nk that probably Comm ssioner Sargeant has --

3 THE CHAIRVAN: | will give hima

4 response that may not be satisfactory, but it is
5 what the state is.

6 The | evel s on Lake Wnni peg are

7 cal cul ated by a Federal agency called the Water

8 Survey of Canada. It is a Federal agency, and

9 t hey have done it since 1913, | think, so it is a
10 bit over 100 years. Initially they had one gauge.
11 Over the years they have added nore, now they have
12 ei ght. Wether they woul d consider putting nore
13 in, I don't know, but it is something that we wl|
14 certainly take under advisenent and consider in
15 our deliberations. Wether we will reconmend that
16 or not, | can't guarantee, but we will certainly
17 consider it.

18 MR. KEI FER SUTHERLAND: Ckay. When it
19 fl oods, water gets into the house and causes bl ack
20 nol d, and sone people have to | eave their houses
21 and head to Wnnipeg. And that costs noney for

22 the taxpayers. Wen it floods, sone peopl e get

23 sick fromthe polluted water, because sone peopl e
24 don't have cars in Peguis so they have to wal k

25 through it. Also, when it floods water conmes up
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1 and gets in sone of the garbage that we haven't

2 t hrown away, and the garbage gets polluted into
3 Lake W nni peg.

4 Wth the listing of the CEC Lake

5 W nni peg public sessions/hearings, there is only
6 one First Nation listed out of 60 plus First

7 Nations in Manitoba.

8 | would Iike to give you two quotes
9 from M st ehay Sakahegan, The G eat Lake, by

10 Frances Russell.

11 "The earth is nother, from her cones
12 all living things. Wter is her

13 livelihood, it flows through her,

14 nouri shes her, and purifies her."

15 W nni pego neans hole river. The nane
16 reflects a natural phenonena. 1In a strong north

17 wi nd, the water levels at the south Lake W nni peg
18 drops, speeding the flow at the river's nmouth

19 where it passes through a narrow rock. A big

20 whirlpool is created on the left side of the

21 river. The early people called it the river with
22 a hole, or hole river. Over tinme this became hole
23 or hollow water, the nane of the nearby reserve.
24 Thank you.

25 DR NI GGAN SINCLAIR M igwech,
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1 Kiefer, or M. Sutherland. 1Is there any questions

2 for M. Sutherland or a response or anything?
3 THE CHAI RMAN.  No, thank you

4 M. Sut herl and.

5 DR. NI GGAN SI NCLAIR M igwech,

6 M . Sut herl and.

7 | would Iike to say that it is so
8 i nportant and val uable to have our young peopl e
9 here. So | just want to comrend both Mekhi and

10 M. Sutherland for speaking, not on behal f of
11 youth, but as a youth at these gatherings.

12 Next up we have Carl Spence. Car
13 Spence, is he out there? W are going to go to
14 Karen Courchene. [|f you could please introduce

15 yoursel f and say a few words, and then go right

16 into your presentation. Go ahead.

17 M5. KAREN COURCHENE: Bonjour, ny name
18 is (Gibway spoken), it means Bl ue Thundercl oud.
19 My other nane is Karen Courchene. |'ma Peguis

20 band menber, an Ani shinabe Kwe from Treaty 1

21 territory. | grew up in Sagkeeng First Nation. |
22 married into Peguis First Nation, transferred here
23 about 15 years ago. | have been living here in

24 Peguis for the last 18 years, and so |I'm a Peguis

25 band nenber very concerned about the lake. I1'ma
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1 teacher at the school. |'mthe guidance

2 councillor at the school there right now

3 | wasn't here this afternoon, so I'm
4 kind of comng in with no preparation, no notes,

5 but just going to speak. Fromny own

6 observations, as a person who grew up in Sagkeeng
7 First Nation at the nouth of the |ake, that's what
8 Sagkeeng neans, the nouth of the lake. And in the
9 years that | have lived, which is 54 years, | have

10 seen so nmuch change. And | seen the levels of the

11 | ake fluctuate. And for ne, | seen the danage

12 that the fluctuation in the levels cause. | see
13 | and bei ng taken by erosion.

14 Now, erosion is a natural event in

15 life. It is natural. Water is going to take the

16 land. But | think when the [ake is, the |ake

17 | evel s fluctuate, that land is taken faster. And
18 so there is no conpensation given, you know. This
19 is a man- nade phenonena. The land is going to be
20 taken naturally by the water, but it wouldn't go
21 this fast if it were not for those fluctuating

22 | evel s of water.

23 This is just ny observation. | nean,
24 there is no science behind it. You know, it is

25 just a person who has lived by the | ake and has
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1 seen these things. So I don't know, |ike Hydro

2 may well say, oh, no, it is not us causing that,
3 it is natural. But | think it is going nuch
4 faster than the natural process woul d have been,

5 had we not been harnessing that |ake the way we

6 are.
7 And | have seen it in nmy comunity
8 because we do have, | think about six or seven

9 Hydro danms harnessing the Wnnipeg River. So |
10 seen it firsthand how nmuch Hydro -- those |evels
11 take the land. And you get no conpensation for
12 that. You know, |ike, yeah, we get Hydro, but at
13 what expense? That's ny question, at what
14 expense? And | guess that's always ny concern,
15 i ke what are the trade-offs, are the trade-offs
16 too high? You know, and sonetimes | think they
17 are too high. You know, if we are taking |and by
18 erosion faster than it would, we are taking
19 natural habitat, we are taking trapping, we are
20 taking fishing, so we can have hydro and we can
21 sell to the U S.? You know, you have to ask, is
22 that right?

23 And are we |looking at the alternatives
24 so we can heat our homes and -- | know

25 hydroel ectricity is a necessity, | do know that.
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Like I"mnot even thinking like, oh, you know, but

| think we have to explore other avenues because
we are taking too nmuch land, and we are just
changing too nuch. And we are just creating an

i mbal ance, and | guess that's nmy concern. W are
creating an inbalance in the environnent. And you
know what, we may think we are the masters of the
environment, but we are not. And the earth, she
is going to find her own bal ance, the | ake, she
will find her own bal ance. And at what expense,
you know?

So we have to be careful and we have
to be respecting that |ake, and we have to be
respecting those |l ands and we have to be
respecting those aninals. Because it is a greater
force than us. You know, we may think we are in
charge but we are not. And | think if we don't
cone to that recognition and realization and start
interacting with nature in a nore respectful way,
| think that we are heading down a real bad path.
And there has just been too nuch change al ready,
too fast.

| guess that's all | have to say. |
came at the last mnute, | didn't really hear the

presentations, and | just want ny voice heard, and
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1 | want ny concerns heard, and | want that

2 under standing recorded that -- like, we need to

3 know our place. And our place is not above the

4 earth, or above the water, you know.

5 | heard an el der say, the earth wll

6 survive without us, the lakes will survive w thout
7 us, but we can't survive wi thout the | akes, we

8 can't survive without the plants, we can't survive
9 wthout the animals. |If we are gone, the earth

10 wll goon. But if we are intent in doing harmto
11 the earth for our profit, w thout thinking of what
12 are we actually doing -- and | guess that's all

13 need to say. M gwech.

14 DR. NI GGAN SI NCLAI R Ckay.

15 M's. Courchene, migwech. Anything, any response?
16 THE CHAI RVMAN:  No, thank you.

17 DR. NI I GGAN SI NCLAIR  Ckay.

18 M i gwech, Ms. Courchene.

19 Al'so, | want to commend all of the

20 di fferent people that have come throughout the

21 day. If you did miss any of the presentation,

22 there is great information back there you can

23 catch. But | also would encourage you,

24 Ms. Courchene, to fill out a survey if you can.

25 Because | think also it gives you an opportunity
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1 to give your voice. There is sone questions on

2 there that may or may not spark sonme information
3 | think one thing that you i ndicated
4 was you felt unconfortable about the science, but
5 you certainly did present evidence. So you did

6 have a | ot of inportant information, so migwech.
7 | want to call up, Carl Spence? Did
8 he enmerge or maybe he stepped out. Ckay.

9 W' ve cone to near the end of the

10 evening, but M ke Sutherland has asked to revisit
11 t he podium and present a bit nore information. So
12 wi th the Conm ssioner's patience, we would invite
13 M ke to come back up.

14 MR. M KE SUTHERLAND: Good eveni ng,
15 M. Chair. 15 mnutes today, | tried to limt ny
16 presentation and so on and so forth in regard to
17 what | needed to say. But in doing so, there was
18 other things, | think, other points that | left
19 out, and questions that | think need to go to the
20 Comm ssion, so they can be al so made as public

21 record, to ensure that the Conm ssion, you know,
22 the work that Peguis has been doing in regards to,
23 you know, the issue around Lake W nni peg and the
24 regul ations and so on and so forth. You know, |

25 have a few points here that I want to bring
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1 across, about three questions. Before you answer

2 t he questions, | guess you coul d possibly take

3 note and then answer themat the end of ny

4 statenments here.

5 The CEC nandate is to hear about how
6 Peguis is or has been affected by |levels of Lake

7 Wnnipeg, that's its nandate to go and hear from
8 the communities, right, the level of the | ake and
9 so on and so forth. You know, in ny findings and
10 listening to Manitoba Hydro and Water Stewardship
11 over the last three or four years, and talking

12 about Lake W nni peg Regul ati on, you know, conme to
13 understand that data has been coll ected goi ng back
14 to 1950. And it is docunented data, and | was

15 made aware of it |ast week at the Manitoba Hydro
16 session as well. You know, and | guess the

17 guestion is that if there is information going

18 back, why does the CEC go back to when the Water
19 Power Act was issued, Novenber 18, 1970? That's
20 one of the questions. |If there is data going back
21 further to 1950 and beyond, why are we using Lake
22  Wnni peg Regul ation data since 1970, when the

23 regul ation came into play? You know, it is a very
24 i nportant question, because -- | wll get to it,

25 okay, because there is others that are related to
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2 W feel that understanding the |ake

3 past Lake W nni peg Regul ation inplenmentation in

4 1970 will give us a better understandi ng of how

5 the | ake functioned, and by limting the tine line
6 to 1970, we only get a picture that is biased and
7 shows us how the | ake operated since Hydro

8 intervention. W don't know if things were better
9 prior to Hydro devel opnent in the 1970s. And it
10 makes me wonder if there are things that Hydro

11 doesn't want us to know. So if there is data

12 goi ng back further than 1970, why is it not used
13 in this process? That's ny second questi on.

14 Okay. Peguis was involved in previous
15 CEC hearings in regards to Keeyask Generating

16 Station, Bipole Ill and so on, section 35, that

17 as well as in nmany other projects not related to
18 Hydro with ot her devel opnent, different

19 i ndustri es.

20 You know, one of the things that we've
21 come to understand is that when there is a

22 project, the scope of work is very narrow, maybe
23 at Keeyask, you know. And it took us a | ot of

24 work and tine and effort to prove to Manitoba, the

25 CEC, and everyone el se that what happened in
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1 Keeyask still affects us down here in Mnitoba,

2 sout hern part of the |lake. And the question to

3 the CEC is, can you take a recommendati on to have
4 an environnmental audit or assessnent done on the
5 whole Nel son River basin? Because that gives us a
6 better understandi ng of how everything operates.
7 Mani t oba Hydro supported us in an

8 initiative to do a traditional |and use study in
9 t he sout heast corner of Mnitoba, because their
10 l[ine is going to run down Manitoba/ M nnesota |ine,
11 so they want to better understand why and how it
12 affects our First Nation, and all of the ways we
13 occupy the land down there. And it is going to
14 give thema really good picture, because they are
15 goi ng above and beyond their norm The

16 traditional |and use study will do that. That's
17 what the environnmental assessnent will do in an
18 audit on the Nelson River basin. It will give us
19 a better picture as to how these projects to the
20 north, Lake W nni peg Regul ati on, you know,

21 controlling the levels of the |ake, are going to
22 affect our communities. Not just Peguis, but

23 every community that's affected by the | ake.

24 The reasoni ng behind these questions,

25 sone research that | and anot her menber of our
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1 comunity, another traditional person, Wayne

2 Manni ngway -- he left earlier -- we took it upon
3 ourselves to do some traveling throughout

4 Saskat chewan. The first thing we wanted to do was
5 study the Assiniboine watershed. It is huge and
6 it is massive, and in its entirety it is the

7 result of 2011, 2014 floods. And not

8 under standing them puts us in a state of

9 i gnorance, because if we don't understand

10 sonething, then we can't prevent it, or we can't
11 get ready for it. And you know the |evel of that
12 | ake affects us. So we took it upon ourselves to
13 go down there and do our own little bit of

14 research, and get a good understandi ng of how it
15 affects us.

16 One of the other areas that we | ooked
17 at is the Souris R ver basin, because it connects
18 to the Assiniboine River as well down in the

19 sout hern part of Manitoba, and contributes to that
20 fl oodi ng. Renenber going back to 2011, you know,
21 the Town of Souris, and then some of the U. S

22 towns had extrene flooding down there, | think

23 Bi smark and others. You know, where did that

24  water end up here?

25 Now we tal ked, and we heard earlier in
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1 previ ous presentations just recently in the | ast

2 few mnutes in regards to quality of water. M.
3 Rait, Ms. Morrison and others tal ked about that

4 earlier. And you know what we found in our

5 research, in talking to the watershed nanagenent
6 teans down there throughout those regions? That
7 there is a lot of potash mning going on in the

8  Assiniboine watershed, and the water is utilized
9 in mning. And where does that water go? It goes
10 back into the environnent. As we nove further

11 south there is a lot of fracking going on down in
12 the south end of Saskatchewan, down in the United
13 States, in the Souris River watershed. And a |ot
14 of that water that's used for those operations

15 goes back into the environment.

16 Now, all of that water is making its
17 way, especially to do with these high |Iands every
18 time it floods to Manitoba. Hence, quality of

19 wat er .

20 Does Mani toba Hydro, does Manitoba

21 Hydro, Water Stewardship, and other, | guess other
22 entities in governnent understand and know t he

23 | evel s of contami nation that's comng into Lake
24  Wnni peg? W know where the sources are, but we

25 don't know what the levels are. You know, in
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1 Pegui s here, because of the farm ng operations

2 south of us, the hog barn and cattle, we started a
3 programin the high school about eight years ago

4 and we nonitored the water, and it has actually

5 won international science awards. W nonitor the
6 water, we keep tabs on the water for nitrates and
7 phosphat es, especially nitrates because they cause
8 cancer, blue babies, and so on.

9 And we are doing that ourselves

10 t hrough our high school system protecting our

11 peopl e, but we can't do that to Lake Wnnipeg. It
12 is just too massive and too costly for a snal

13 comunity to do that. That's why we -- and |

14 think it has been requested before, that an

15 environnmental assessnment be done, an audit be done
16 of this whole basin. Because then it would give
17 everybody a better picture of the effects of the
18 water, the quality of the water, the destruction
19 t hat happens, and the effects of the projects.

20  And we need to know and understand that.

21 And like | said before in ny earlier
22 statements, we don't -- | don't think that we can
23 stand in the way of progress, but the decination
24  that's happening and the effect it is having on

25 the people that are linked to the | ake in many of
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1 these projects, we see it. And it affected us

2 personal ly on many, many, many of our people. You
3 know, this has to stop. W have to understand,

4 you know, if you want the support of First

5 Nat i ons, support of Manitobans for these huge

6 projects, we have to understand them And we wl|
7 never understand them unl ess we have a ful

8 assessnent done of the whole basin, and we see

9 what a half mllion cow operations are going to be
10 and so on and so forth.

11 Just like what Hydro is doing right

12 now i n the southeast corner of Mnitoba, they are
13 understanding how it is going to be affected in

14 that traditional use area. They are goi ng above
15 and beyond to ensure that they neet the needs, and
16 we all understand how it is going to affect our

17 | and use. Wat we are asking is this assessnent
18 wll help us with water, you know, the |ife bl ood
19 of nmother earth. You know, | don't think that

20 there is another other way.

21 I f you want that support as the

22 i ndustry noves forward, | think that we have to

23 neet hal fway and conme to an agreenent in regards
24 to developnment. And if we are going to devel op

25 the land, then this is what has to be done. This
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1 is the picture that has to be portrayed before us

2 so that we understand fully the effects, so that

3 you can see the effects that happen to us. Al

4 right. | thank you again for your tine.

5 Migwech. And | will await your answers.

6 DR. NI GGAN SINCLAIR: M igwech,

7 Councillor Sutherland. |Is there any responses?

8 THE CHAI RVMAN:  Yes, | think there were

9 a few questions that he posed that | can respond
10 to. | can tell you that we are | ooking at data
11 that was pre-1970. 1In fact, |I've read a nunber of
12 docunents that canme out of different studies going
13 back to, | think it nmentioned '52 was the earliest

14 one that | read. There was another major one in

15 '58. There were a nunber in the '60s. So we are
16 | ooking at that data and that information.
17 The Conmi ssion has al so engaged a

18 conpany to do a fairly major research piece for

19 us, looking at the history of all of the issues

20 around Lake W nni peg Regul ati on goi ng back to nore
21 or less 1950. And in the next couple of weeks, we
22 wll be posting on our website their report, which
23 will becone a public docunent, but also part of

24 the record for these hearings.

25 Your point about -- well, I will skip
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1 over. You asked a question about whether

2 governnent, in particular Conservation and Water
3 St ewar dshi p, was aware of all of the sources of
4 the water comng into the province, and al so are

5 t hey aware of sources of all of the contam nants

6 coming inwth that water. | would say, yes, they
7 are, they carefully ook at that. | don't work in
8 that departnent, I'mnot famliar with how things

9 go there, but | suspect that there are tines that
10 there are things that they just can't do. They

11 would love to do it, but they can't do it because
12 of other interests, other reasons. You nentioned
13 fracking in North Dakota. W as Canadi ans have no
14 control over that. That's just one exanple.

15 There are nmany others. | would say that the

16 responsi bl e governnent officials do know what is
17 going on with the water.

18 Your point about doing an

19 envi ronment al assessnent on the whol e Nel son R ver
20 basin, | think is an excellent point. | think it
21 is sonething that, | can't tell you today that we
22 will recomrend that, but | can tell you today that
23 we will seriously |ook at sonething al ong that

24 nature. W have heard that from other comunities

25 as well. W, in our own internal discussions,
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1 have tal ked about sonething along those lines. So
2 | think you may well see sonething al ong that
3 l'ine.
4 It will be what we call a

5 non-|icensi ng recomrendati on, because it is not

6 directly attached to the licence at all. But in

7 the past, or in the recent past the governnent has
8 given serious consideration to a nunber of our

9 non-|icensing recomendations as well. | think

10 that would be an extrenely useful piece for future
11 devel opnment in this province. Not only future

12 devel opnment, but for |ooking at and hopefully

13 finding ways to fix up a | ot of the problens that
14 we have with a |lot of waterways in this province.
15 | think it is an excellent reconmrendati on.

16 MR. M KE SUTHERLAND: | guess one of
17 the last ones | want to nmake, and | think | stated
18 it earlier, is that cormon knowl edge -- and asking
19 the Hydro representatives at the neeting | ast week
20 is something that's not done. Wen it is done, it
21 is very limted. But I think if you inplenent

22 that process, or nmake that recomendation to

23 Mani t oba Hydro to do the research in the

24  comunities and get a bit of understandi ng how

25 comunities are affected -- |like we seemto get
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1 scoped out of a lot of, and it has probably been

2 happening for a long tine where a |ot of the south
3 basin First Nations have been scoped out of a | ot
4 of the projects because it hasn't cone to |ight

5 that they are affected. But now |l think a | ot of
6 First Nations are starting to express their

7 concerns of how Hydro and governnent operate by

8 scoping themout of a lot of these projects. And
9 if you take a real good | ook at how we are al

10 affected, | think by taking the next step, going
11 into the communities and doing a little bit of

12 research and interviews with sone of the people in
13 there -- it doesn't take much, it doesn't take

14 much, you know, four our five interviews. Some of
15 the el ders and | and users will give you an

16 i ndi cation on how affected this comunity is. And
17 fromthere you can determ ne whet her or not you

18 need to go to section 35 in regards to your point,
19 Cl ean Environment Conm ssion hearings with that

20 and invite themto the table. | think it is

21 really inportant.

22 | think you create a far better

23 working relationship with First Nations when it

24 cones to, you know, industry and devel opnent and

25 so on, if you show themthat respect, and get them
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1 to understand that and invite themto the table.

2 You know, | think that's sonething that you should
3 hi ghly reconmend. Its not a technical issue or

4 anything like that, it is just going a little

5 above and beyond the normto ensure that those

6 comunities have a place. Migwech.

7 THE CHAIRMAN: | think that makes

8 em nent sense.

9 DR. NI GGAN SI NCLAIR M igwech,

10  Councillor Sutherl and.

11 MR. M KE SUTHERLAND: Any questions?
12 DR. NI GGAN SINCLAIR:  No. W have

13 come to the end of our list, however, this is your
14 | ast opportunity for any Peguis nenbers or nenbers
15 of the community, menbers of the Peguis comunity
16 to make any final presentations. This is also an
17 opportunity, | think, if you have any questions

18 about the process or if you have sonme questions

19 about the Conmi ssion, there is an opportunity here
20 to inquire, such as Councillor Sutherland has

21 done, about anything that you perhaps would Iike,
22 you know, in relation to the Lake W nni peg

23 Regul ation. |Is there any other hands? Ckay.

24 MR. PAKNECINIW Al right. | have

25 sonme questions. |'mjust wondering how many
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1 peopl e have noticed that yell ow wall hangi ng over

2 there, why there was damage from Lake Wnni peg in
3 the first place? It is all about what -- | have
4 seen Gnmi nmentioned in nost of the area. |

5 t hought this had to do with the whole |ake? Gnli
6 is a very, very small part of the whole | ake.

7 M nd you, yes, there is a lot of tax paying

8 citizens there living right on the shore. Mybe
9 that's why everybody figured, nmaybe that is why
10 this was all done, to please those people.

11 don't think that that's a very respectful way for
12 everybody else that lives close to the | ake, or

13 whose |ife depends upon that | ake.

14 That's nmy question, essentially, is

15 why is it just -- it looks to ne anyways that this
16 | ake level, | forgot what you call it, to keep it
17 fromfluctuating in its natural rhythm | believe

18 if people want to live right on the |ake, they

19 should take it into consideration that it is a

20 very dynamc thing. |If you want to live by the

21 water, you should live by water's rules.

22 | heard the term stewardshi p used here
23 quite often this evening. Water stewardship, it
24 is true no one owns the water, it is true there

25 has never been a Treaty discussed or signed in
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1 regards to the water.
2 You know, | have been going to the
3 sweat | odge for over 30 years now. And every tine
4 | go in the sweat | odge, we talk about the water,
5 about it being the life blood of nother earth,
6 every time. And it has only been within the | ast
7 nmonth and a half that | haven't been into the
8 sweat | odge at | east once a week.
9 When | first introduced nyself | said,
10 you know, shkaa bwi s, when you take the word of
11 shkaa bwis, that's an Qibway term and you | ook
12 at it, if we look at it with the spirit and intent
13 of being a very small, hopefully hunble part of
14 creation, recognizing that we are the |ast part of
15 creation to be put on this earth after everything
16 elseis put in place. And when | experience
17 (G ibway spoken), it was with humlity, yet pride,
18 gentl eness, yet with a fierceness that nost people
19 would not be able to conprehend. Wen | say
20 (G ibway spoken), what |"'msaying is | amin
21 st ewar dshi p.
22 As | said earlier, red Indian has been
23 recogni zed as a people with their own land, their
24  own |laws, their own traditions, and our [aws w |
25 precede on the ones that cone after that.
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1 (G ibway spoken), we need to |ook at that. There

2 is a fierceness there, and there is a ot of evil
3 ram fications if it is not |ooked at with respect
4 by anybody, including nyself, not excluding

5 anyone.

6 | wanted to tell another little story.
7 My dad is 80 years old now [|I'ma very |ucky nman
8 just to have him He told ne one tinme recently

9 about how bad the | ake is getting and how much it
10 has changed. At one tinme he was in an airplane
11 flying over Lake W nni peg and he noticed the

12 grassy, sort of a land ridge between the mainl and
13 by Pine Dock area that way to Mose |Island. The
14 water was in one of those tinmes of |ow water

15 cycles, and the water had drained so nmuch out of

16 Lake Wnni peg, that big grass -- | don't know what
17 you say, | don't know how to say that word, what
18 people call it, we call it big grass -- had grown

19 up so nmuch there, that water was so low that it
20 had grown up. | used to find noose in that main
21 area there between Mose |Island and that mainl and
22 east of Mose Island. That hasn't happened since
23 the 1970 damwas built. So the dynam cs of the
24 | ake has been taken away, drastically.

25 And are there people that want to
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1 admt it or not, whether people want to admt it
2 or not, the signs are all there. | don't need
3 signs, | don't need governnent studies to show,
4 what | do knowis frommnmy own eyes. | just wanted

5 you to know that. Egosi.

6 DR. NI GGAN SI NCLAIR:  Any responses?
7 THE CHAI RVAN:  No.

8 DR. NI GGAN SINCLAIR:  No questions?
9 M i gwech.

10 THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you again for

11 your comments.

12 DR. NI GGAN SINCLAI R Any ot her
13 coments as we go? As we begin to -- Eugene?
14 MR, EUGENE RAIT: | would like to

15 t hank you for comng and |istening, and we hope

16 that you take back the right -- the answer to the
17 guestions that everyone is asking. And we would
18 like to see you here again, because |'msure there
19 is other band nenbers and el ders and young peopl e
20 that would like to speak to you again sone tine.
21 And we would like to thank you very nuch for

22 comng to our reserve. Thank you.

23 DR. NI I GGAN SI NCLAIR  Ckay.

24 I ntroduce yourself, if you coul d?

25 MR. ROY THOWPSON: Bonjour, (G ibway
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1 spoken). I'mknown as Kind Iron Wl f. The other

2 nane ny parents gave ne i s Roy Thonpson

3 | listened to a | ot of things being

4 said today, and | have tried to bite ny tongue but
5 | just can't do it. | have a question, or a

6 suggestion to the commttee in regards to Manitoba
7 Hydro, and a question that | asked, and | heard

8 | at er asked, about the responsibility of Manitoba
9 Hydro who is controlling the | evels of Lake

10 Wnnipeg, or so they think. And the response to
11 responsibility for damage that's been caused by
12 that was that they feel they have inproved. Well,
13 if they have made such inprovenents, why is there
14  danmage happeni ng because of the control on that

15 |ake? | feel that if they are granted a

16 continuation on their licence, | don't think that
17 t hey should have a final |icence ever issued. |
18 don't feel anyone should ever be issued perm ssion
19 to just carry on. Because once that licence is
20 given, they get a free hand and we | ose control

21 over what they do. That's just ny own persona

22 feel i ng.

23 One of the things that needs to be

24 addressed is, they say, well, this consultation

25 and so on never happened back when they got their
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1 first tenporary licence. They are going for

2 another |icence now to be renewed to continue on.
3 At that tine | feel they should be made, as part

4 of their condition of that |icence, responsible

5 back to everyone that's affected by it, not just

6 the northern people that are affected by it in

7 their new projects, but the people that are

8 continuously being affected to this day and in the
9 future, because of their own projects. That's

10 just what | feel needs to be put in there, for the
11 benefit of all the people, not to be one-sided for
12 the benefit of Manitoba Hydro. |If they want to

13 make all of that noney, to create all of that

14 resources, there has to be a give and take in the
15 whole thing. And so far in regards to the people
16 around Lake Wnnipeg, it is take, take, take.

17 Li ke, we are not responsible to give back any

18 nore, because we supposedly approved it. This is
19 the response that | got back from Manitoba Hydro.
20 So with that I will -- I'mjust
21 getting wound up and I don't want to get too wound
22 up, so | wll just hold it there. Sonme of ny
23 brot hers and sisters back there know | can get
24 going, but that's all | wanted to have put on the

25 record.
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1 DR. NI GGAN SINCLAIR. M igwech,

2 M . Thonpson. Any responses?

3 THE CHAI RMAN:  No. Thank you for

4 those coments, we will certainly consider it.

5 DR. NI GGAN SINCLAIR. | just wanted
6 to clarify sonmething that | had forgot in the |ast
7 presentation, not M. Thonpson, the one before

8 that, shkaa bwis is spelled is SHK-A-A B-WI-S.
9 And shkaa bwis is | oosely translated to nmean

10 hel per, but the way the presenter used it, it had
11 to do with steward, right, it had to be

12 responsible to land, so a protector, helper,

13 watcher, it is like a worker for land is what he
14 was tal king about. Nni, NI-NO | can add that
15 in. Howdid |l do there, pretty good? 1Is there
16 any other presenters fromthe Peguis community?
17 | wanted to end off this portion and
18 this presentation, or this hearing with a story.
19 This past summer ny famly and | went for a walk
20 around Lake Wnnipeg. And one of the reasons we
21 did that is we really wanted to create public
22 awar eness of how all of the life, all of the
23 t hi ngs that happened on that lake. 1In fact, we
24  cane through Peguis. | wasn't on that portion of

25 t he journey, but ny nother came through this area.
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1 So Cat herine wal ked through with my sister Denee,

2 ny other sister, Jess, and then also ny dad cane
3 t hrough. Then ny daughter joined al ong that

4 journey. And ny daughter's nane, as | nentioned
5 earlier today, is Dene gan (ph), which is Small

6 Danci ng Water, and shining, the story is about her
7 dancing on this shining water, which | told Cheryl
8 alittle bit earlier about that today.

9 Anyway, we spent days and days and

10 days wal ki ng al ong Lake W nni peg, talking,

11 t hi nki ng, singing about the inportance of the | ake
12 and how the | ake is our relative. So when we got
13 to about three quarters of the way and we had

14 turned around in Selkirk, and we headed up north
15 t owar ds Mani got agan, both Sarah and | had to head
16 back to the city so we had to mss the last two
17 days of the journey. But | renenber the |ast day,
18 only wonmen can carry that water, carry that water
19 all the way around, so ny daughter carried that

20 water by herself. She is eight years old and she
21 carried that water with me hol ding the eagle

22 staff. Anyway, we were wal king along and | said
23 to her, you know, | wanted to say, migwech, you
24 did this incredible work for eight years old. And

25 she says, dad, you don't have to say thank you,
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1 that's my cousin over there, and she pointed right

2 at Lake W nni peg.

3 So | think that's part of the work

4 that we have done today. Every single person,

5 every presenter that we have had today, cares very
6 deeply about our relative and the work that she

7 does for us. Wether you think of her as nother,
8 or cousin, or grandnother, sonetimes -- you know,
9 Lake Wnnipeg is a part of our famly, and | think
10 t hat everybody here cared about that. And this

11 Comm ssion, we hope part of that responsibility

12 that one of the presenters spoke about before,

13 about protocol, about this information, we are

14 really tal king about a relative, we are talking

15 about soneone who is part of our famly. So you
16 have a responsibility to that famly nmenber, and
17 what is that going to be? And that's the work of
18 the Comm ssion, | think, to think about. All of
19 us share in this comunity, this place. W all
20 live together. What is it going to nean for us to
21 have a relative, in whatever condition that she
22 is, how are we going to take care of her in the
23 best way that we can? And | think everybody here
24 has exenplified that today.

25 | want to say migwech. It was a
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1 conpl ete and absol ute honour for nme to do this

2 wor k today for ny community.

3 Comm ssioner Sargeant, | will |eave
4 the last words for you. | know you have got a
5 | ong journey ahead of you this evening, so | wll

6 toss it over to you.

7 THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you, Niigaan

8 Qur journey won't be quite as long as yours, we

9 are only going to Ashern. | w sh you safe

10 travel s.

11 | would just like to say, just to

12 carry on a bit fromwhat N igaan Sinclair just

13 said, | do care very nuch about Lake W nnipeg. |
14 have |ived on Lake Wnnipeg for 62 years. | still
15 have a hone on Lake Wnnipeg, so | care for it.
16 It is not in my culture to think of the |ake as a

17 relative, but it is in ny culture to think of the

18 | ake as sonmething that's very inportant in ny

19 life.

20 | would Iike to thank Dr. Sinclair for
21 hi s noderation, noderating today. | think he did

22 an excellent job of keeping the day noving al ong.
23 | would Iike to thank the organi zers who staffed
24 the tables at the back, not only for working the

25 tabl e today, but for all of their organizational
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1 work leading up to today. And | would like to

2 thank all of the people in the room and those

3 that were here earlier and left, but who cane out
4 to share your stories with us, with the community
5 but also with us.

6 What we have heard today, as | said in
7 part to Councillor Sutherland, | can't guarantee

8 that we wll nmake recommendations, all of the

9 recommendati ons that sonme of you have suggested

10 today, but | can guarantee that we will consider
11 everything that we have heard today, and

12 everything that we heard today wll at |east

13 i nformour final reconmendations and our final

14  concl usi ons.

15 So that's really all | have to say. |
16 do thank everybody for -- this was a really good
17 day, it was an excellent day. And | have enjoyed
18 it, and I know | have learned a |lot and w il take
19 alot away fromit.
20 Thank you all, migwech, good night,
21 safe travels to those of you who are going a
22 little farther. Sonme of us are driving to Ashern,
23 ot hers to W nni peg.
24 DR. NI GGAN SINCLAIR: One last thing,
25 | think everyone here, there is one unil ateral
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1 nmessage that | think that the Commi ssion does need

2 to take away, undoubtedly, is conmmunity and

3 particularly First Nations, and neetings in First
4 Nations. You have enphasized it as well.

5 Everyone here is not only highly appreciative, but
6 can't express how inportant it is that you cone to
7 our communities and that you speak directly to us.
8 Because that is a step in what | think of as a

9 possi ble future for us taking care of this

10 community together

11 Wth that being said, | want to invite
12 ny new rel ative, Cheryl Thonpson, Shining Water

13 Wman, is going to cone up and say sone final

14 words, give us a final prayer. |If | can do that?
15 As Cheryl opened up the day for us, | invite her
16 to cone up again.

17 (d osing prayer)

18 (Concluded at 7:45 p.m)

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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