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1 THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2017

2 UPON COVMENCI NG AT 11: 00 A M

3 THE CHAI RMAN:  Ckay. Chief, we are
4  ready whenever you are.

5 (Openi ng prayer)

6 CH EF CHRI S BAKER  Who is your

7 spokesper son?

8 THE CHAIRMAN: | guess |'Il start.

9 But did you want to say a few words first?

10 CH EF CHRI S BAKER  Maybe sone
11 i ntroductions.
12 THE CHAI RVAN:  Sure, maybe that's a

13 way to start. So |I'm Serge Scrafield and |I'mthe
14 chair of the C ean Environnment Comm ssion. This
15 is the panel. So maybe I will start with dennis,
16 we'll go around here. And then maybe coul d

17 everyone introduce thensel ves? Ckay.

18 M5. LEWS: I'mdennis Lewis. |I'ma
19 conmi ssioner with the C ean Environnment

20 Comm ssion. 1've been part of the Comm ssion for
21 three years, working exclusively on this

22 particular hearing. So, |'mpleased to be here.
23 Thank you for inviting us.

24 MR, SOPUCK: MWy nane is Tim Sopuck.

25 I"'mw th the Cean Environnent Comm ssion. | just
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1 came on with the Comm ssion about nine nonths ago.

2 MR SMTH MW nanme is Doug Smth.

3 "' mworking for the Comm ssion, helping on witing
4 the report that we are going to do, so I'mtaking
5 not es.

6 THE REPORER: |'m Cecelia, I'mthe

7 st enographer, so | amtaking down everything that
8 is said here today and will produce a transcri pt

9 of it at a |ater date.

10 MR. HARDEN: |'m Neil Harden, 1'malso
11 a conm ssioner. |'ve been a conmm ssioner for a

12 little over three years now. This is nmy second

13 round of hearings. | did the hearings on Lake

14 W nni peg three years ago.

15 M5. JOHNSON:. Cat hy Johnson, |'m

16 secretary to the Comm ssion, and | have been at

17 t he Conmi ssion for 13 years now. So it's about 13
18 years, and |'ve been through a nunber of hearings,
19 especially the Hydro hearings of Bipole, Keeyask,
20 Lake Wnnipeg, and just lately the

21 Mani t oba/ M nnesota transm ssion |line. And

22 unfortunately, your community is one that we

23 haven't visited yet, which is unfortunate.

24 CH EF CHRIS BAKER | |ike that word

25 "yet". It's com ng.




RCEA South Indian Lake December 7, 2017

Page 5
1 MR HALKET: lan Halket. | think
2 everyone here knows ne. |'macting as an advisor
3 to OPCN.
4 CH EF CHRIS BAKER: |'m Chris Baker,

5 the Chief of OPCN Nation.

6 GERALD DYSART: Cerald Dysart, I'ma

7 menber of the Trappers Associ ation.

8 W LBUR WOOD: W | bur Wbod, Fishernen's

9 Associ ati on.

10 CH EF CHRIS BAKER He is the vice
11 chair.

12 BERTHA WOCOD: Bert ha Wod.

13 MARY BAKER: Mary Baker, |I'ma fisher
14  wonman. | fish.

15 JOHN- JOHN BAKER:  John Baker. | sit

16 on the Fishernen's Association and the C ean

17 Envi ronnent Conmmittee, and |'ma resource user on

18 the land, and a fisherman, active fisherman. |[|'ve
19 been fishing for about 40 odd years.

20 DEBRA BI GHETTY: Debra Bighetty. |'m

21 t he daughter of John-John Baker.

22 ART MERASTY: |'m Art Merasty,

23 econon ¢ devel opnent for OCPN

24 LO US SPENCE: Louis Spence, band

25 councillor with the O Pipon-Na-Piwin Cree Nation.
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1 NORA SPENCE: Nora Spence, vice chief

2 of the OPCN Cree Nation.

3 THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you all. And

4 thank you for inviting us today. One thing |I did
5 want to nention, norrmally | would nention a little
6 | ater, but because Cece spoke to it, we are

7 required in our legislation to record everything.
8 But if that was the only thing, we could maybe

9 cl ose our eyes to it, but it is very inportant for
10 us to be sure that we get all of the views that

11 are expressed to us recorded, and then we do go
12 back and | ook at themall to help us wite our

13 report. So it is very inportant we do that, so |
14 hope you don't m nd. Cece has been doing this for
15 years for this organization, but for others too.
16 So we get a very good record that way, and that's
17 avai l abl e afterwards, so you can see it as well,
18 of course.

19 So we have been asked by the Mnister
20 of Sustai nabl e Devel opnent to invite all First

21 Nat i ons and communities identified in the region
22 of the Hydro devel opnments in the north to provide
23 witten input, and their response to the Regi onal
24 Cumul ative Effects Assessnent. And | know you

25 have done that, and so we thank you for that. And
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1 that will help us trenendously in our report.

2 The M nister also said that if a

3 comunity really expresses a desire to nmeet with
4 us, we are to accommodate that. So that's what

5 we're doing today. W had hoped to get to your

6 comunity, and | know events made that inpossible,
7 and |'mvery sorry to hear about the death of one
8 of your elders. But we are happy that we are able
9 to meet you here at least to do that. So that

10 wll be, as | say, a great benefit to us.

11 The M nister also asked us to conduct
12 meetings in a way that encourages inclusiveness
13 and minimzes formalities, so we hope to do that
14 today. There's no need to be formal or stick to
15 any procedures here, other than we have to speak
16 in a way, which | don't always do, so that Cece
17 can record it accurately.

18 Once we have heard fromall of the

19 comunities that want to speak to us or that want
20 to submt something in witing to us, we wll

21 submit a report to the Mnister of Sustainable

22 Devel opnent. And our main job is to sumari ze

23 everything we've heard. And we've started to do
24  that, but obviously we haven't yet heard from

25 everyone. So once we have, we will do a good
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1 summary of that. We will, of course, have

2 recorded all of the input, both witten and

3 neetings |like today's. So all of that will also
4 be available to the Mnister and to anyone el se

5 who wants to use it. And |'ve al ready nentioned
6 that we're going to transcribe it all.

7 So | think that's really all | wanted
8 to say in the way of opening here. And we would
9 encourage you to speak your mnd on any topic

10 related to this report that you would |i ke to do.
11 | think, Chief, that would be the end
12 of nmy openi ng conments.

13 CH EF CHRIS BAKER: So the report that
14  you expressed is science specific?

15 THE CHAI RVMAN.  Mbstly, yes.

16 CH EF CHRIS BAKER On the

17 envi ronnent ?

18 THE CHAI RVAN:  Yes.

19 CH EF CHRI S BAKER: Not of the inpacts
20 or history of what has taken place, and things

21 that have occurred in our community, the

22 devastati on and other things that have taken

23 pl ace; is that correct?

24 M5. JOHNSON: Not quite. W also have

25 a history report that we conm ssioned t hat
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1 includes all of that kind of information, of how

2 things cane about and sone of the conflicts that
3 happened.

4 CH EF CHRI S BAKER  The exi sting and
5 ongoi ng effects, adverse effects that have taken
6 pl ace and that are continuing to affect our

7 peopl e, not only our people but our soci oeconomnic
8 pl an, | guess to choose the right word --

9 THE CHAIRVAN:  Normally we try and

10 have m crophones so she can hear everything, but
11 in here of course that's not possible. So you

12 know, | have a suggestion. | know we've got you
13 all set up here, would it be better in the mddle

14 of the table?

15 (DI SCUSSI ON OFF THE RECORD)

16 CH EF CHRIS BAKER  First | should

17 t hank you for giving us -- and accomopdati ng us,
18 we appreciate it. | know I think Cathy Johnson is

19 the one that lan has spoken with in respect to our
20 first, | guess, attenpt to neet in the comunity.
21 Unfortunately, things happen in respect to -- and
22 we respect our custons and our culture, because

23  when soneone passes in our community, we generally
24 stop neetings and respect the famlies. So that's

25 the way we are, that's one of our custons, and we
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1 t hank you for respecting our desire.

2 Unfortunately, there is not | guess

3 enough folks to conme and really express what has
4 occurred and what has taken place and what

5 continues to happen in our |ives.

6 |"mpretty sure if you read the

7 hi story, we got relocated totally. W' ve got

8 reports, we're talking scientific reports we've

9 gotten from Fi sheries and Cceans prior to CRD and
10 after CRD. And we are continuing to get good

11 people |ike lan Hal ket and others to assist us in
12 trying to understand what is happening for our

13 | ake, our fish, our way of life, our culture and
14 envi ronment .

15 | don't think that nany people know or
16 under stand, in Manitoba anyway, in Canada, the

17 whol e country, on what really took place and what
18 occurred. And nost inportantly what they -- when
19 they relocated us, they really destroyed our way
20 of life, our culture. | nean, inmagi ne soneone

21 going in your hone and asking you to burn it down,
22 they're going to put you sonmewhere el se.

23 Everything that you've ever known and under st ood
24 about life and how it works, and the independence

25 of the way of |ife, and then they subject you to
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1 rules and regulations. Particularly with our

2 parents and our grandparents way back in the late

3 '60s and early '70s, where our people, our

4 parents, no fault of theirs, on the rules and

5 regulations -- and on top of that there were not

6 many rules and regulations in respect to the

7 permtting of the interimlicences that they

8 recei ved, Manitoba Hydro.

9 They didn't -- at that time they had
10 no clue as to what was going to take place. They
11 only | ooked at certain areas that had experienced
12 a simlar devastation in their respective
13 comunities, in the areas that they decided to go
14 and devel op Hydro projects, such as the Churchill

15 Ri ver Diversion.

16 And al so sone of the things that we've
17 encount ered and have experienced, |ike one is

18 di srespectfully Canada -- | nean, if you think

19 about it, I know the history pretty well, is in

20 1913 when they started planning where they were
21 going to develop, in '57 they devel oped Jenpeg
22 because of this community, the mning. And they
23 had plans. And throughout the whole process in
24 1908 -- I'msure maybe you' ve read sone of the

25 reports or the requirenents that we wanted from
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1 Canada. They didn't conme meke reserve on our | and

2 as they should have. But if you put it all

3 together and place it, and you put it on the

4 table, it's a big puzzle. But as you wal k through
5 t he sequence of timng and what was happeni ng at
6 the tine, the plans of not only Manitoba, but of
7 Canada -- Canada was involved in that process

8 also. They were wal ki ng hand-in-hand and in full
9 knowl edge of what was taking place, and the need
10 of hydroel ectric power.

11 W nni peg at the tinme was only

12 generated by a river, Wnnipeg Rver. And there
13 were other places that had generated electricity
14 in the outskirts, in the rural areas. But then
15 t hey decided in those days to say, hey, you need
16 to have electricity. And if you recall, W nnipeg
17 Hydro owned the railcars, the electrical cars, and
18 then Manitoba bought that industry.

19 And then they got the great idea of,
20 well, we can harness nore power. But what

21 happened i s peopl e got advanced and got their

22 lives easier up here where we live, particularly
23 in our conunity, we can only speak in our

24 community and what happened, what occurred. And

25 even before that, if you follow the history as |
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1 did, and the chronol ogy of the events that took

2 pl ace, | can understand why Canada and Manit oba

3 did not want to nmake our conmunity a reserve.

4  They deened us as squatters, illegally on |and

5 that rightfully belonged to Canada, which is

6 wong. We were there for -- archeol ogi cal proof
7 and history shows that we were there in existence
8 for thousands and thousands of years, prior to

9 even this country becom ng Canada, or this

10 provi nce being constituted as one of the

11 provi nces.

12 So those things need to be brought

13 out. These things are hidden and covered, and not
14  very many Manitobans realize the devastation that
15 occurred and what took place, and the disruption
16 of our lives. Like, if you read a |lot of the

17 reports, there was no social assistance in our

18 communities, we were self-sustaining people. W
19 had a very good industry. W had a very good

20 culture. W were one of -- we were, according to
21 the reports that | read in the investigation and
22 hi story of South Indian Lake, we were one of the
23 nore stable and nore richer produci ng, productive
24  economcally comunities in the north, because of

25 the fact of the | ake, the production of fish and
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1 the way of life that we lived. 1In any given year

2 we were only there for, you know, about two nonths
3 out of the year, when we settled, when our

4 gr andf at hers and grandnot hers settl ed our

5 comunity.

6 But there has been a lot of -- and

7 don't get us wong, we're not trying to blanme or

8 poi nt our finger, but the other people, |ike

9 Canada and Mani toba, Manitoba Hydro and the ot her

10 peopl e that are responsible for giving out

11 Iicences and conplying with the regul ati ons and

12 rules and acts and water stewardships and that,

13 they ignored their responsibilities. So it is our
14 task and our responsibility to make sure that

15 those are followed, and that they have to realize
16 the people that are responsible, that have all owed
17 this to happen, they nust conpensate us. They

18 nmust realize and say, hey, we did these people

19 Wr ong.

20 Because technically and

21 realistically -- and again, I'mnot trying to be
22 of fensive -- but you are all, in our mnds, in our

23 view, in ny view anyway, you are elders. W were
24  young, we were the children of that tinme. But

25 your children have prospered and have grown and
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1 the conmunities have grown, cities, towns,

2 i ndustries, spin-offs fromthe hydroel ectrical

3 power that was produced fromour |ake as a

4 reservoir. That's never been acknow edged or

5 never been noted and said, hey, we should thank

6 t hose people and we shoul d acknowl edge what we've
7 done to them and their environnment, and how we

8 destroyed their way of life.

9 We fought both Mnitoba, Canada,

10 Mani t oba Hydro for years, over 40 years we' ve been
11 doing this, our parents, our grandparents, now

12 it's us. And the conditions that they put, they
13 subject us to still exist. W're still throw ng
14 out slop pails. W're still only getting water in

15 45 gallon barrels. And this council, chief and

16 council, we work very hard to change that way of
17 Iife and change the m stakes that people have put
18 there. And it's unfortunate that you -- we were

19 hopi ng that you would be there to visually see the
20 houses and the conditions that they put us in.

21 They prom sed us weal th, work, our

22 parents, you don't have to work again, you don't
23 have to go and get work, you don't have to go and
24 get coal oil to have light. They basically

25 m sl ead our people. And our people at the tine
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1 realized and recogni zed, well, what are you guys

2 going to do for us when you destroy our |and and

3 our water? They said, well, don't worry -- it is
4 a quote that people use -- they said, well, your
5 | ake will get bigger, that neans you'll have nore

6 fish. Your hunting grounds will be | arger because
7 the lake will be larger, and the animals will be

8 nor e abundant because all of these things are

9 going to increase these things.

10 But even then they hid it. They had
11 no clue. And even to this day they have no clue
12 as to when it's going to -- when the destruction
13 is going to stop. They don't know when the

14 equilibriumis going to take place. It could be
15 anot her 100, 200, could be 1,000 years. But the
16 fact is that everybody that enjoys electricity and
17 spin-offs of the industries that have conme fromit
18 benefit.

19 According to sone of the records and
20 sone of the things, and even forner Prem ers and
21 former Mnisters -- one that | can recall is David
22 Newman was one of the Mnisters, he said that, you
23 know, we shoul d be giving them back sonet hi ng.

24 Even the Prem er at the tinme suggested that 10

25 per cent rebate to the community for what's
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1 happeni ng, so they can help us sustain our

2 i ndependence and our self-sustainability and our
3 dignity and our pride in being who we were and who
4 we are today. That's not occurred. But everybody
5 el se has prospered, everybody el se has a good

6 life.

7 The president of the Manitoba Hydro,

8 former president Bob Brennan, now Kel vin Shepherd,
9 t hey make huge anmount of noney, and so do all of
10 t he executive council, their vice presidents and
11 boards and so on.

12 And what do we get left with? W got
13 left with social assistance. Like we were nmaking
14  an average, according to the studies that were

15 done, we were nmaki ng between $4, 000 and $6, 000 in
16 the '60s. And that's equival ent now to what?

17 Maybe 50, $60,000 a year annually. And what do
18 our people get, a single guy, single people,

19 famly nmenbers, they get maybe between $9, 000 and
20 $24, 000 on social assistance. |It's a huge

21 set back. And nobody wants to address it, or

22 nobody wants to say, hey, we really hurt these

23 peopl e, and we destroyed their culture, their way
24 of life, their independence, when they prom sed

25 that we wouldn't be in a welfare state. But
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1 that's what exactly happens.

2 And what really angers us and hurts us
3 is they hide it, they lie, and they stand by and

4 allowit to happen. | think nmaybe sonetines if

5 peopl e are saying the truth about it and wanting

6 to, you know, the Prem er says this is going to be
7 the strongest Province in Canada. That's his

8 words today. He makes a pea factory in Portage La
9 Prairie where he's from that's what we know. And
10 |'ve asked the Mnister of Indian Affairs, how

11 conme they don't build an industry in our

12 communities, on our reserves, and put our people
13 to work? Instead they would rather put us on

14 wel fare. That's not right. That's wong. Qur

15 chil dren should have the right to upgrade their

16 skills and have a prosperous future.

17 | don't know if you guys realize the
18 devastation that has occurred in our comunities,
19 with the drinking, with the drugs, with the

20 murders, with killings, all kinds of stuff have

21 happened. Qur peopl e have drowned out in the

22 | ake. Hydro don't acknow edge it. They say,

23 well, they shouldn't have been traveling there.

24  Qur nen are experienced, well experienced how to

25 travel the |akes and waterways. That's how we




RCEA South Indian Lake December 7, 2017

Page 19
1 grew up, that's what our fathers taught us. So

2 when you hit a log or a deadhead, and they don't
3 acknow edge and say, well, where's your evidence?
4  Qur evidence is that we've been traveling there

5 for hundreds of years, none of us have drowned.

6 We're not stupid people, we don't go sonewhere

7 where we're going to risk our lives. W know our
8 environnment, we know our limts as to what we can
9 and cannot do against nature. W respect her.

10 People just hide it.

11 Even the Fisheries Act, nobody from
12 the Departnment of Fisheries -- even they studied
13 it before and after -- nobody has put Manitoba or
14 Mani t oba Hydro or Canada to task and said, hey,
15 we're doing wong. Instead they hide it. Because
16 they can't stop this, because then everybody's

17 lights go out and everybody's job ceases to exist,
18 the enployment, sending their children to college
19 and university, stopping their paynents for their
20 nortgage and their truck paynments and their food.
21 People don't take that into consideration. W're
22 not trying to stop progress. But what we want is
23 t he assistance that they prom sed us, the life

24 that they said we would have. CQur fathers and

25 gr andf at hers and grandnot hers and grandf at hers
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1 fought this. Qur brothers and sisters fought this
2 too.

3 They woul dn't even -- who started the
4  Northern Flood Commttee? South Indian Lake did.
5 Look at the history. W were the people that

6 started that. And at the end we got kicked out.

7 W didn't even get acknow edged. Then they went

8 to the Northern Fl ood Agreenent. They kicked us

9 out of there too because of the fact that they

10 said, well, you're squatters, you have no rights
11 on this place, even though our ancestors founded
12 it and said, hey, this is a good place to |ive.

13 And we lived there forever, generation after

14 generation. W negotiated with the Dene on a

15 territorial boundary that we would respectfully

16 say, okay, we won't go there, you don't conme here,
17 and we will not intrude on your |and and on your
18 hunting grounds. It was a rule, it was a gol den
19 rule. It was honour, based on honour and respect.
20 W don't see that with the Province,
21 we don't see that with Canada, we don't see that
22 Wi th Hydro. Instead what do they do to us? They
23 | augh at us and nake fun of us -- not in our face,
24  but on their actions they do, it's very clear.
25 And how do you think we feel? And if
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1 you have to throw slop pails for now and wait for

2 a water truck to conme and fill up your 45 gallon

3 drum | don't think you would live that way, or

4 you would like it, you wouldn't stand for it.

5 Peopl e woul d cone to your comunity, into your

6 honmes and sue sonebody and make sonebody

7 responsible and fix it. But because we're First

8 Nation people, we're subject to that. And yet we
9 have treaty rights, we have fiduciaries. And

10 nobody wants to say okay, we screwed up and we

11 unlawfully did this to these people. And what are
12 we going to do about it?

13 And sonebody has to take that forward.
14 And I'm hoping that you people do that and you put
15 it in your reports, and finally come to sone sort
16 of agreenent and understandi ng of what you've done
17 to us, what our children live through, what our

18 elders go through. W work hard to try and nmake
19 life as confortable as possible for our people.

20 They cut off our conpensation, our fishernen, they
21 said you won't be able to fish no nore, but we

22 made liars out of them The nen and wonen in our
23 comunity are still fishing and still producing.
24  They may have to use nore nets, they may have to

25 work harder, navigate at a nore safer degree. But
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1 that should tell people -- and through that is a
2 testinony of what we are about. We're not going
3 nowher e.
4 And what has everybody done? Stood by
5 and allowed this to happen.
6 Then you confortably sleep in your
7 hones, and confortably go to work, and never think
8 about what we're facing, what we have to go
9 through. And I'mnot trying to nake you feel bad,
10 but you are asking me how | feel. And what | see,
11 what we wal k through.
12 Now | wal k the streets of this town
13 and | walk the streets when | go to all of these
14 communities. Al of them have runni ng water,
15 hydro. They have schools, they have health
16 centres, they have RCVMP, their roads are paved.
17 They have water and sewage to their homes. They
18 have |ibraries. They have pharmacies. Al of
19 this stuff. And who powers that and where does
20 that power conme fromto make all of that work, and
21  who benefits fromit when they go to work? They
22  do.
23 Now, take our situation and our
24  community. We want to work too. W want to have
25 careers. W want to progress as the province did
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1 and as this country did. But how can we, when you

2 ignore the fact that you destroyed our way of life
3 and you subject us to a prison called a reserve,

4 and we can't go out of it? But yet you conme and

5 destroy it and you say to hell with those peopl e,
6 they can live on welfare the rest of their I|ives,
7 generation after generation. | don't know how you
8 feel about that, but me, | would be ashamed. |

9 would really go back to ny people that nake these
10 ki nd of decisions and say, | ook what we've done.
11 | know you can't pay us back the trillions and

12 billions of dollars that you' ve made off this | ake
13 and off of us. But you should have the dignity,
14  you should have the respect to say we need to

15 correct this m stake, not only in Manitoba and

16 Mani t oba Hydro, but Canada al so.

17 Like | said, | researched this, |I've
18 done this. These guys kicked ne off the | and and
19 told me go to school, which I did. You know, sone
20 of those people ask me, why do you want be chief?
21 | didn't choose to be chief. | chose to be a

22 fisherman and a trapper, because | was free and it
23 was a good life. But try and do that now. You

24 know, that's a business. It's like a sport, it's

25 like a gas station, fishing, that's what that is.
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1 And you have to work hard. And then people try

2 and deter you fromdoing that. They say, here,

3 take a wel fare cheque, and then put that into

4 people's nentality and their way of life. Then,

5 of course, they are going to get used to it. But
6 who is responsible for that? Are we to say, okay,
7 we don't want that?

8 W have to try and keep up with tines,
9 we're subject to learning English, and the way

10 they try to put us in the mainstreamof life.

11 W're not saying we don't want to be part of the
12 grow h of this country or the growh of this

13 provi nce. But how do you expect us to grow when
14 you guys if you don't allow us to, or don't give
15 us the opportunities that make those things

16 happen? It's shameful .

17 And peopl e stand around and say

18 not hi ng about it. 1've read the Fisheries Act,
19 |"ve read the regulations. |'ve read the rules.
20 |'ve read the CEC Environental Assessnment Acts.
21 |"ve studied all of these. And every regulation

22 and | egislation Act under the Water Stewardship,
23 which is new, the Environnental Assessment Act has
24 relatively been changed, and the Fisheries Act has

25 been changed in 2013. Wy aren't they foll ow ng
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1 it? W wote these rules and regul ations? It
2 sure in hell wasn't us. It was the country of
3 Canada. It was the Province of Manitoba. It was

4 the entity that destroyed our way of life,

5 Mani t oba Hydro. They wote these things. They

6 don't even follow them They say to hell with

7 t hose guys, we're the boss. W're the ones that

8 make the rules in the ways that this country is

9 going to be run, and this province. Even though
10 they have treaty and Aboriginal rights, so what?
11 What are those Indians going to do? They' ve got
12 no noney, no funds, they ain't going to take us to
13 court. How are they going to do this?

14 But like I said, if we're truly to

15 what we say we are, as Canadi ans and friendly

16 Mani t obans, then why the hell aren't we realizing
17 what we've done to South Indian Lake and the other

18 First Nation conmunities that have been destroyed?

19 | don't understand that.
20 |'ve studi ed psychol ogy, |'ve studied
21 sociology. |'ve studied economics. But | don't

22 see it over here. And we work really hard to try
23 and devel op our communities and try and devel op
24  the future of our children, and the opportunities,

25 limted opportunities.
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1 | asked Manitoba Hydro, Kelvin

2 Shepherd, Ruth Christiansen, when they built

3 Keeyask, Wiskwatim all those people, nobody cane
4 and knocked on our door and said, hey, do you want
5 to come to work? They went to the United States
6 of America, they went to Ontario, they went to

7 Al berta, Saskatchewan, British Col unbia, Quebec.

8 Go to the airport, see all of the different people
9 that go and get off those planes. And what has
10 changed a little bit for Keeyask is there is nore
11 First Nation peoples working there, which is good.
12 | think of Conawapa, that other dam
13 that they have built, all of them all seven of

14 them They got you picking up the little sticks.
15 No mneani ngful enpl oynent, no neani ngful future.

16 Jenpeg was the sane thing. Cross Lake stil

17 doesn't want to sign a NFA agreenent because they
18 don't respect their word, the rules, the

19 regul ati ons.

20 Qur children are killing thensel ves.
21 Qur children are killing each other. And again,
22 l"'mnot blamng, it's our responsibility, but how
23 do we fight it without the resources that W nni peg
24 may have, or Thonpson, or Brandon, or Portage |a

25 Prairie, Steinbach? Al of those places have
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1 gr own.
2 And all we're asking is to have fair
3 treatment. And if you base it on skills, we even
4 put in a counter offer. They said, oh, that's too
5 rich, that's too high, are you crazy? WlIl, read
6 your studies and | ook at the ampbunts of nobney and
7 the spin-offs and everything el se that we' ve been
8 expressing here. Calculate it. People pay |and
9 taxes. They work for Manitoba Hydro. They work
10 for this building. M. Johnson was the one, the
11 ol d doctor, he owns this building and he gave it
12 to his son, Tim But what powers it? There was
13 no lights here. Nobody would come to work here.
14 It would be cold. They would refuse to conme here.
15 But you understand what we're saying.
16 And as conmmi ssioners, when you wite your reports
17 you shoul d identify these things on what occurred,
18 quit hiding behind Iies, quit hiding and putting
19 it under the rug, as they call it. That's wong.
20 Qur children have just as mnuch right
21 to get proper education. They have just as mnuch
22 right to try and |look at a future and say, hey, |
23 want to get up and go to work today and have
24 pride. Because ny son and daughter will see ne do
25 that, and I will do that too. They wake up and
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1 say, hey, nom where are you going? OCh, |'m going

2 to get your welfare cheque, son, or daughter. Ch

3 boy, that's a great future for ne. That's not

4 right. That's wong. And you as conm ssioners, |

5 hope that you have that responsibility in here, in

6 your heart, to tell these other people what is

7 goi ng on and what has happened. It's wong, and

8 sonebody has to correct it.

9 And we need help and we need support,
10 because we're the people that you guys, when you
11 turn on your light, think of us. | said that to
12 the people too lots of tinmes. | talked to
13 Mnister Clarke, | talked to Deputy M nister
14 Bruce, | talked to Mnister Bennett, and Pal ut
15 (ph) I think is her name, they devel oped a new
16 Mnister. |'ve been talking to the forner
17 government. And history shows the NDP took place
18 and power, they lost their election base because
19 they were going to flood South Indian Lake
20 40 feet. The Conservatives cane in. Hstory is
21 repeating itself. And nobody is doing nothing for
22 t he peopl e that have been inpacted directly.

23 But |ife goes on over here, all nice
24 and cozy and everything is fine. |It's not fine.

25 It's terrible. W've |ost our val ues, our
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1 principles as people. |[|'ve no idea why. W're
2 supposed to hel p one another. It's not right.
3 But | say this, and actually what

4 1,000 nore people will say over there, but again

5 we have to be respectful for our custonms and how
6 we live. W've kept, and keep themalive. W

7 still help each other as best as we can. W still
8 assist each other with what we have. Because

9 nobody cones there. They try, and they lie and

10 they say, hey -- even sone of the things that

11 we've negotiated, we have to fight in the courts.
12 They didn't come here and say, hey, this is what
13 we did. W have to spend a shitload of noney and
14 make them feel like, hey, the lawis telling you
15 that you' ve got to do this. In "85 they said we
16 have NFA rights, but the courts had to tell them
17 even though they knew. So who is right and wong?
18 And who wal ks the straight line and the proud |ine
19 that they brag about?

20 They don't conme -- Edward Jinsky, Jim
21 Adans, vice president, they cane and apol ogi zed

22 and they acknow edged the fact that they destroyed
23 our way of life. And they said, hey, we wll

24 change this, and we wll try and work with you and

25 gi ve you opportunity. But we still have to fight
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1 them we still have to say, hey, you've got to

2 riprap our shorelines, our grades are falling in,
3 our roads are going to crunble into the | ake. And
4 even still they play stupid games with us. They

5 say, well, because you don't want to cooperate

6 wth us, we're going to market. So sone ot her

7 conpanies will come in, or Saferson or Miller.

8 Even though we tried to work hard to try and

9 devel op our own capacity on our own construction
10 conpanies. And they didn't cone and knock on our
11 door and say, hey, maybe we can give you a

12 $50 million contract, or $20 mllion contract to
13 come and hel p us out at Keeyask or at Wiskwati m
14 They didn't do that.

15 Even when they gave out that

16 $75 mllion for training and enpl oynent, they

17 never came to our conmunity. They send ne to

18 Northern Affairs, | went and seen Marilyn Duval

19 and | asked her, and | expressed that to her, and
20 | went and seen the Mnister then, Steve Ashton,
21 and said, hey, how cone we're not getting a fair
22 share of this? And their reply was, well, your

23 nunbers went to Nel son House, because that's where
24 your band is from And | went to Northern Affairs

25 and said, whoa, it's over here. | went to MKO
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1 They didn't give us direct funding or direct
2 opportunity. They left us out again. And then
3 they say, well, we're going to do this in good
4 faith, Chris. And | say tell ne, show ne evidence
5 that you' ve been doing this in good faith for the
6 | ast 40 years and | m ght believe you.
7 Nobody knows what's going to take
8 place in this [ ake. Nobody knows how many fish
9 are going to live, how nany noose, nuskrat,
10 beaver, otter, or what we have to go through every
11 year when the water goes up and down, fluctuates
12 t hrough the augnented fl ow program They have
13 been doing that illegally and unlawfully since
14 what, '86 | think, or '80 sonething, when they
15 initiated that augnented flow program And then
16 they had an experinentation for nine years prior
17 to it to understand how to naster it.
18 You all conme from Wnnipeg. 'l
19 assune that. Go to the Red River and the
20 Assiniboine River, that river is this small. It
21 is, because | know, | seen it, | go check it. |
22 don't go to see how nmuddy it is, |I go check it to
23 see how much water there is in there, for nmy own
24  personal know edge and understandi ng. That | ake
25 is 300 mles long, and they ran out of water to
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1 generate the other three generating stations that

2 are on that river system on that thing. The

3 ot her ones that are from Keeyask all the way down,
4 or Kelsey and that way, is generated by us.

5 They say there is no adverse effects
6 when we build a dam Sure there is. You may not
7 see it, but we do, we live it. | will tell you

8 in sone of the reports there was a 1 per cent -- 1
9 per cent, one person out of 100 that were on

10 social assistance before this destruction took

11 place. And it wasn't because they chose to, it

12 was because either they broke their leg or they
13 weren't able to work. W were sel f-sustaining

14  people. Like | said between four and $6, 000 per
15 year per famly in South Indian Lake, that's what
16 we made, that's what our fathers and grandfathers
17 and grandnothers made. That's equivalent today to
18 a very good paying job.

19 But i magi ne the potential that |ake
20 has and had? Like | said, | would prefer to be a
21 fi shernmen and a trapper than a chief. Because
22 then | have to fight all the tinme and | have to
23 get criticized on and shit on, not only by the
24  Covernnent of Manitoba and Canada and all of the

25 ot her people that we have to deal with, our own
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1 peopl e do that. Because they say we're doing

2 not hing and we're making lots of noney. That's

3 not true. But all we're saying to you guys and

4 appeal ing and reaching out to you guys is you guys
5 need to do the right thing and wite the right

6 report and say, hey, sonebody has to be

7 responsi ble to these people that we destroyed the
8 lives of.

9 Al'l of our parents that are sitting

10 here right now, we were the children. They nade
11 our nothers and fathers burn their houses. They
12 gave themthe match and said, take your personal
13 bel ongi ngs out and you put your house on fire,

14 burn it down, because you ain't going to be able
15 to live here because we're going to flood you out.
16 They did. And then they relocated us.

17 Qur systemwas that we had clan

18 systens, our famlies, the Spences, Linklaters,

19 Moses, all of us lived in areas, then they m xed
20 us all up and we're everywhere in our conmunity.
21 And that disrupted our way of |ife.
22 W never got hungry. W never
23 depended on anybody. W were sel f-sustaining and
24 proud people. Everybody worked.
25 Anyway, nmaybe sonebody el se is going
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1 to give you sone other insights on it too, not

2 just nme. But | think you have the gist of what
3 we're saying, and | hope a nore clear

4 under st andi ng and nore consci ousness of the

5 i nportance of what you wite and what you submt,
6 and maki ng ot her people responsible. Imagine if
7 it was your children, imagine if it was your

8 brother or your sister or your nomor your dad or
9 your grandnma and grandpa that was subject to this.
10 Put yourself in our shoes and how we feel and what
11 we have to live with. Forty years later we still
12 got no runni ng water and sewage, no jobs.

13 W created, the council, we fought

14 Canada, we fought Manitoba and nade them

15 responsible. FNT, First Nation and Inuit Health,
16 we nmade sure that they gave us services. Manitoba
17 didn't come to our aid, or Canada, as they said

18 they would. We did all of that hard work.

19 Anyway, nmaybe | would like to, you

20 know, |l et others say sonething too. (Speaking

21 native | anguage.)

22 Serge, | was just asking, telling them
23 to express what we have seen, gone through, not

24  just fromne, allow themto say the things that

25 they need to say. And say your nane so it's on
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1 t he record.
2 W LBUR WOOD: My nane is WI bur Wod.
3 Vell, | grewup a lot healthier than ny children

4 today. Wich | had everything, | could go out,

5 get things | needed, | didn't have to be in town.
6 | had everything. | was supported, sure, ny

7 famly supported ne, but we |lived off the |and.

8 W didn't have to go to a store and try and buy

9 sonething all of the tine. Sure, we had things

10 like this. You know, it was way better than the
11 life I"'mliving today anyways since this flood.

12 It made a | ot of difference even to

13 t he school. Because | renmenber when we used to go

14 to school, we used to be in school all day. WwW'd
15 have a little break, have lunch in the school

16 But now since our flood, they noved our school

17 right next to the store. Qur store is right

18 across fromthe store, you know. \en the kids go
19 out for recess, what do they see? A pile of

20 drunks, you know, people standing there snoking.

21 You know, we never had that when we went to

22 school. | didn't go to school |ong but, you know,
23 it wasn't like that before we got noved.
24 And when we started fishing, when

25 started fishing it was good, | had it good. |




RCEA South Indian Lake December 7, 2017

Page 36
1 didn't have to work that hard to get what | woul d
2 make nmoney on. | would get a boat and notor, |
3 would pay for it in one year. | would be -- |

4 wouldn't have to worry about it because they took
5 a percentage of ny fish that | catch. But now

6 get a boat and notor, | don't know how long it's
7 going to take ne to finish paying for it, and |

8 have to work three, four tinmes harder, you know.

9 And | ook at now, sure, |I'ma trapper
10 and a fisherman, but what am| doing? | can't go
11 out, | can't go out and trap because it's not safe

12 for ne to go out, you know. Now Christmas is

13 com ng. You know, | don't m nd working, | can
14 still go out there and do things | want to do, but
15 | can't because, you know, it's not safe, | can't

16 just go out. And if sonething happens to ne, who
17 is going to be responsible? Hydro sure as hel

18 isn't going to be responsible for that. They're
19 going to say it is your fault. Ws it ne that

20 fl ooded the | ake or Hydro? Who is supposed to be
21 responsi bl e? They say you are supposed to know
22 where you're going. Sure, | would have knew 40
23 years ago, | would have knew where to go, | would
24 have knew where it woul d be safe. But today |

25 don't know where it's safe. You have channel s al
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1 over which you never had, you have i sl ands now,

2 you have current going through places where there
3 was just voids.

4 And you know, |ike we used to pick

5 seagul | eggs, you know, eat them But now you

6 don't have that either. Like this spring | was

7 out spawning, and | check this little island, like
8 it was cleared by debris and I checked it, |

9 checked for eggs. There was a few eggs there. So

10 | told the boys, okay, we're giving it a couple of
11 days or so, when we come back we'll pick them
12 because they will lay again. So two or three days
13 | ater, we cane back, we nmet that little island

14 floating, the water took it away, you know. So
15 there is no nore eggs there, all there is, it's
16 just a rock. You know, all of these places |ike
17 the birds nest, you know, there is hardly any

18 nore, no nore. Sure there will be sonme, but when
19 the water rises they're gone, all the eggs are

20 gone. Those little birds are sw nmm ng around

21 drowni ng, where it never used to be |ike that.

22 It's a lot different fromthis fl ood,
23 | know. Because, you know, before we never had to
24 be all together |like that, but we used to -- sure,

25 we knew each other. But then again too, you know,
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1 like we had things to do. You know, we didn't sit

2 there and watch TV, we would go and do sonet hi ng

3 el se. W used to go down the bank, nake boats out
4 of trees, you know, float themto shore. There

5 would be a whol e bunch of boys doing that, you

6 know, just wal king on the shore, enjoying this,

7 you know. But now all the kids -- there's sone

8 kids here, there's sone kids there, they want to

9 fight, you know, it's just -- | don't know It's

10 just things that happen. That never used to

11 happen to us.

12 Li ke I never renenber wanting to get a
13 bunch of guys and go fight, you know. It's a big

14 change now. You know, |ike | got two boys, you

15 know, they want to fish, but one is not interested
16 anynore because, you know, there's nothing there

17 for him The other one is com ng down anyway, but

18 | don't know for how long he is going to --
19 because, you know, | tell themhow | nmade a
20 living, howit was. And they thought it would be

21 great for themtoo, if they would do it. But now
22 it's adifferent story. W hardly have fish now
23 Li ke, even to set a net now, you know, it takes

24 you quite a while. You know, before you woul dn't

25 have no trouble setting nets, but now you've got
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1 to, | don't know how far you have to go to go pick

2 up an anchor. You know, you always have to have,
3 once you find anchors you al ways have to have fuel
4 in your boat. Like before we used to just go to
5 the shore and pick up a rock. Now sonetines you

6 have to go in the water to go pick up rocks, you

7 know, to use it for an anchor. It's a | ot of
8 wor k.
9 You know, we set nets, next thing we

10 know we have to pull themout, they're full of

11 sticks. Sometinmes we have to cut up our nets, and
12 a net is $140, and Hydro won't give you nets for
13 that, they will say, no, we will put noney

14 sonmewhere el se, we already did that. Yeah, you

15 already did it but your thing is still here, what
16 you did is still here, but our net is gone. You
17 think it's nothing so, you know, | don't really

18 agree with that.

19 In places that we go -- we go, all the
20 trees are in the water, all the ground is, your

21 ground is up there, your anchor is here, you can't
22 go any place and drive up wwth a Skidoo |ike where
23 you used to, it's no nore. |It's not |like that any
24 nore. |It's pretty hard now as far as that goes.

25 Li ke everything is gone, like our
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1 birds are gone. Wat -- we never used to wal k

2 way, way out like in that |ake to hunt, we used to
3 hunt just around home. And | renenber all the

4 tinme before the flood I used to go, just go out

5 and paddl e around Shoe Rapi ds, but now you can't

6 even do that. Al you see is a bunch of trees

7 going in the water. You'll never kill anything

8 around there.

9 They ruin everything. Al of the

10 medi cine i s gone, everything. You' ve got to go a
11 |l ong ways for that. Even picking berries is hard,
12 because you can't go where you used to go, because
13 you can't get off the shore. Al the debris, al
14 of the trees are in the water, and debris. And

15 that's about it.

16 JOHN- JOHN BAKER:  John Baker. You

17 commi ssioners, these things that you guys report
18 to, who do you give it to and what becones of

19 this? 1Is there any value of it for our people,

20 what we're tal king about, like ny brother is

21 tal ki ng about ?

22 THE CHAI RVAN:  Wel |, the report that
23 we will do after we've heard fromeveryone will go
24 to the Mnister of Sustainable Devel opnent. And

25 yeah, then it will be her decision as to what to
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1 do -- hers and Hydro's, | guess, decision as to

2 what to do next, although | guess she will have

3 sonme authority there.

4 JOHN- JOHN BAKER:  So the work on this,
5 what you are reporting will be up to Hydro again?
6 THE CHAIRVAN:  No. The report is

7 going to the Mnister, so the governnent, so the
8 | ast word will be the governnent's. But they wll
9 i nvolve Hydro, I'msure, in reviewing that report.
10 The report was prepared nostly by Hydro staff and
11 consul tants, but also by the governnment, they did
12 it together, so it was a joint report. And the
13 M ni ster then sent us the report and asked us to
14 get input fromas many communities as we coul d,

15 and then to sunmarize that and do a report on that
16 back to her. So that's what we're doing.

17 JOHN- JOHN BAKER: The reason why |'m

18 asking this is because |I've experienced this

19 bef ore.
20 THE CHAI RVAN: Yes.
21 JOHN- JOHAN BAKER:  You know, from ot her

22 things. And like as far as ny experience with you
23 | adi es and gentlenen that are sitting here
24 listening to us, is these reports are done and

25 then they're shelved, and that's it, nothing ever
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1 cones of it.

2 |"ve put in clainms where -- well, you
3 don't live in South Indian and you' re not a band
4 menber, you're not a treaty person, all of these
5 things conme froml| awers that represent Manitoba
6 Hydro and Manitoba. And |'ve got paperwork on it,
7 if you want me to gather it and send it to you,

8 where it says you're not included in there because
9 of ny status as a non-native. That was before |
10 becanme, | applied for ny status.

11 And the other thing that I would |ike
12 to add that my brothers were saying was, it's

13 difficult, what's happening in our comunity, al
14 the environnental devastation that's caused by

15 this devel opnent. Because before the flood we had
16 the best fish in the world, export white fish,

17 which was a really valuable commpdity. Because a
18 mllion pounds of that right now today coul d add
19 up to $10 mllion for our conmunity each year and
20 enpl oy everybody in our community. And all of

21 that was destroyed. And our fish was rated from
22 export right down to the worst of fish, cutter

23 white fish, which are not even consunmabl e for

24 human bei ngs, they are for dog food and ani ma

25 food. And we can't even sell those to make a
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1 living, to do our work.
2 Again, it's the shorelines where our
3 nedi ci nes were, where all life cones from the

4 water that is produced to feed our fish and our

5 ducks and whatever |ives on our shorelines. Even
6 in the bush, our aninmals, our nobose, our caribou,
7 and fish have been let go. And it's not only our
8 people that are suffering fromthis. You guys

9 wll suffer one of these days, you know, down

10 south the people will suffer. And | know that for
11 a fact because it's affecting -- where does this
12 water go? It cones here, fromour community here,
13 and all the way up south because they changed the
14 current in the water. Al of the rivers used to
15 flow north. Now this one river, the Churchil

16 Ri ver has been diverted to flow south. And

17 everything that we experience over here is going
18 to cone here, and that's when everybody wi |l wake
19 up and say, oh shit, we've done sonething wong
20 here, we're killing our planet.

21 | read these things. As people, as
22 human bei ngs, including everybody on this earth is
23 destroying this, our |land, our way of life. And
24  when we try to get prograns from governmnent,

25 Mani t oba Hydro, they say here's your limt, this
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1 is all you get. And that's not enough to fix what

2 has been destroyed.

3 And |ike the Chief said, there is

4 regul ations, but they don't follow them They

5 don't follow the regul ations for environnental

6 cl ean-ups, Manitoba Hydro, or Manitoba goes to

7 Hydro and says, yeah, go ahead and destroy nore,

8 to hell wth it. You know, it's really

9 frustrating to see that, to live through it.

10 And what they said to -- like | was at
11 the neetings, | was just a young fellow, nmaybe say
12 12, 14 years old when | first heard of the

13 nmeetings. And | sat, and ny parents took ne, and
14 they said to our parents, hey, you guys won't have
15 not hing to worry about, you know, we're going to
16 bring you houses. You don't have to cut wood for
17 it, you just turn a knob and the heat is there,

18 turn anot her knob and your water is there. You

19 don't have to haul water, cut a hole in the ice or
20 melt it in a pail. You don't have to throw out

21 slop pails. Al you have to do is sit around and
22 enjoy life. It sounded |ike heaven when they were
23 tal king, and here we're living in hell.

24 Qur children dying, killing each

25 other, |I've lost a few children and brothers,
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1 suicide and killings. And when | was a kid that

2 never happened. It hurts. And it's not going to
3 stop. Their children are going to get that.

4  There is nothing changed. There is nothing done
5 to change that. And all of the books in this

6 north that show where the lungs of the earth is,

7 what do you call that thing, biosystem where

8 oxygen conmes from They show Lynn Lake, Nel son

9 House, everything except South Indian is not in
10 t hat book. You guys |ook for South Indian in any
11 of these reports that are published for the public
12 to see, the whole country to see, South Indian

13 Lake is never in those books, or nentioned.

14 It really just angers nme. You know, |
15 see another conm ssion conme in here, | don't know
16 how many peopl e, how many conm ssions |'ve tal ked

17 toinny life, and nothing has changed. Hydro

18 still does what they want to do. They still get
19 their licence. | knowthey will get their
20 licence, their final licence. No matter what

21 happens, they will get it. Because the majority
22 of this country and this world needs that power.
23 They are not going to give a shit about 750 people
24 in South Indian Lake. That's what has happened.

25 We're just dust to the rest of the country. W
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1 don't matter. They'd rather see us all die off,

2 save them noney, nmake them nore noney, flood nore
3 of our |ake, take our industry away.

4 W have one industry in our conmunity,
5 that's the fishing industry, the backbone of our
6 comunity. That's what | do. Now that industry
7 is in jeopardy, every year since this devel oprment
8 has come in. And there is no richness |ike they
9 prom sed, nothing. They just killed off our way
10 of life.

11 And our nedicines that grew al ong

12 shore, that cured our people, they killed those.
13 And they sent us out on their place and put us on
14 pills and nore pills, and we're unhealthier. You
15 know, it's just crazy the way things go.

16 And |' m hopi ng you guys are different
17 fromthe other comm ssions that | talked to, and
18 the other people that | talked to that are

19 supposed to set things right. 1've gone to
20 nmeeti ngs and peopl e have said to ne, hey, John,
21 know how it is to be in your shoes. That just
22 flares nme up, and | get angry. | say you are so
23 full of it, you don't know. You know, you guys
24 are sitting here, what are you going to do after
25 your job is done? You are going to get a pension,
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1 you don't have to worry about it. M, when | quit

2 fishing, what am| going to get? A bunch of

3 crooked old hands and a sore back and a rundown

4 outfit and nets that are no good, and a welfare

5 cheque or an old age pension, if there is any of

6 that, because one of these days they are going to
7 cut that out too.

8 You know, people |ike yourselves that
9 are enpl oyed steadily and have incomes com ng,

10 they have this attitude like they're feeding ne,
11 they're giving ne a hone. And | don't |ike that.
12 | don't think that's true. And the hones that we
13 had, where | grew up, it was in nmy dad s hone,

14 they built it. Today |I live in a house where

15 Mani t oba Governnent can cone and say, hey, you are
16 out of here, this is not your house, this is not
17 your | and anynore.

18 You know, where's ny children going to
19 go? They are going to end up in the same dam

20 place that | did. And they are not going to have
21 a history. They are not going to have roots. Qur
22 roots were pulled out fromthe ground when

23 Mani t oba Hydro came here. It hurts nme when

24 think about that. Wen | tell ny grandchildren

25 about the way | grew up and what | seen, they say,
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1 grandpa, did you grow up in a drean? This is a

2 ni ghtmare we're living in.

3 My son died, ny nephew died, and ny

4 father, because of this devel opnent. What is the
5 cost of that? Can any of you tell me how much

6 your grandfather or your children are worth, put a
7 nunber on that; or how nuch you are going to get

8 paid to rip your roots out fromwhere you grew up,
9 or say this is howtall I was when | was 15 or 16,
10 or say this is where | was? You know, our

11 children don't have that. They don't know where
12 they cone from We're just here, that's it.

13 Where we canme fromis gone. Devel opnent has took
14 it for the benefit of the many. Ask the people in
15 Sout h I ndian Lake, what's left of us has to suffer
16 for the benefit of everybody in this country, in
17 Canada, because that noney hel ps this country and
18 this province. And it's still happening.

19 | hope this comm ssion can change
20 that. It would be wonderful. But | doubt it very
21 much in my mnd that you people can do anyt hing
22 about it. Because this is just a process that our
23 country does, just to show that, hey, we did this,
24 we went and seen these people, we talked to these
25 peopl e, we have a heart. For what? Just to wite
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1 down things on paper, that gives you heart?

2 The country should | ook at our

3 comunity and our children and our lives, and the
4 noney that they made fromus, fromour suffering,
5 fromour devastation, fromour |oss, for our

6 children.

7 My son was 17 when he hung hinsel f,

8 and Nick was 17 when he hung hinself. M brother
9 was 20 when he shot hinmself. Wat did you guys

10 | ose? How much is that worth to you if your son
11 had done that, or your brother? Wat kind of

12 nunber woul d you guys put on that?

13 And they're asking for a licence to do
14 it sone nore, a final licence where they don't

15 even have to conme in and ask us if they can do it.
16 You people think that's right? Any of you think
17 that's right?

18 If this helps, and | pray it does, you
19 know, for ny grandchildren, and for ny

20 grandchildren that hasn't come yet. | don't know
21 what is going to set it right.

22 That's about all I've to say. It just
23 totally pisses ne off, these processes that they
24 have, |ike what we're doing here, and nothing ever

25 becones of it.
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1 | AN HALKET: So John and W/ bur, you

2 both have said, at |east what | got there, that

3 the fishing has changed in the | ake?

4 MR WLLIAMS:  Yes.

5 | AN HALKET: And you guys have

6 described to ne the difference in the fish. Can

7 you share that with the -- or tal k about how the

8 fish have changed?

9 JOHN- JOHN BAKER:  Qur fish used to be
10 pristine, export white fish. They have these

11 little pink noses and pink arns, and they're

12 shinny and healthy and they're big. And now the
13 fish that we catch are small, dull |ooking, ful

14  of sores, water sores, blisters. Sone of them

15 have one eye. Sonme of the fish that | gutted have
16 no ribs and their spinal colum is |ike nush. And
17 if that's not proof enough that the ecosystemis
18 dying in the Churchill River, and that's carrying
19 it down south to all of our rivers. And these

20 guys, Manitoba Hydro wants to continue to do that?
21 And it's up to you guys to say, yeah,
22 it's okay, go ahead, in your witings. Maybe you
23 guys should tell themthat, say you are killing

24 not only the people of South Indian Lake, but also

25 what they eat, what they live on, the environnent,
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1 t he ecosystem
2 You know, |'ve seen sone really
3 strange fish. 1've seen fish that |ook |ike
4 snakes with great big heads, northern pikes, |'ve

5 seen themwith no teeth. And |'ve gut fish where
6 |'ve seen noss inside their gizzards, you know,

7 what they eat. And that's what we eat. 1've seen
8 beaver die along the shore for no reason at all,

9 and not just one, but 15, 20 of them fl oating

10 around all over the place, nuskrats. And |'ve

11 seen islands with eagle nests that have conme down
12 into the water where they have fallen.

13 It's not only the people that are

14 affected by this devel opnent, but also our whole
15 world, our birds, fish, animals, plants. Even the
16 things that Iive on water under the rocks that are
17 al ong the shore, the jelly stuff, the little eggs
18 and stuff |like that along the shoreline, those get
19 dried up when the water recedes, and then they get
20 flooded when the water cones up and they die. And
21 that's going to be forever.

22 And you know, they want a |licence to
23 keep on doing it forever, a final |icensing,

24 Mani t oba Hydro, where they don't even have to cone

25 and consult with the people what they're going to
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1 do. Money is not everything. It's just a part of
2 life.
3 CH EF CHRI S BAKER: The sad part about

4 this is you can't change it because we're so far

5 down the pike. But what | think, or what we

6 believe is that, you know, like |I said earlier,

7 you can't -- it's like what John said, how do you
8 pay back a life? Like I"'mnot -- we're not

9 ki ddi ng.

10 When you grow up on the | ake and on

11 t he bush, you learn to respect those things or
12 they will kill you, they will take your life |ike

13 that. She has no conscience, she has no regret.

14 " mtal ki ng about Mdther Nature. You disrespect
15 her once, she will punish you. And sonme of our --
16 i ke these are experienced people that have been

17 on the lake all of their life, and they drown,

18 they fall through the |lake or the ice, or they're
19 dyi ng of cancer or sone di sease that we have no

20 know edge of, that's never been a part of our

21  life.

22 When a man conmes, a man cone to us as

23 chi ef and council and says, give nme a job, because
24 |"ve lost nmy dignity as a man, a provider for ny

25 wife and children, how do you address that when
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1 you know you don't have the financial resources to

2 gi ve back to that man the opportunity that was

3 taken away fromhim and the wonmen? It's a

4  generational cycle.

5 | magi ne that -- ny dad, when we were
6 young, he used to get up, get us up 5:00 o' clock
7 in the norning. W were out on the | ake at 6:00.
8 W were there all day. That |ake produced about
9 probably over maybe 1.1, 1.3 mllion pounds per
10 year, throughout the full seasons, sumrer, fall,
11 and wi nter and spring, including the trapping,

12 including the hunting. |If you hunt and kill a
13 noose or caribou or fish, that neans you don't

14 have to go to Safeway or sonewhere el se to buy
15 three, $400 worth of food. That's not put in the
16 equation, or acknow edged. O the fish that we
17 harvest, or the berries that we preserve and put
18 away, those things are not being noted. The way

19 of life that we had is gone.

20 It's like WIbur and John was sayi ng
21 to you, it's real, our children are killing
22 thenselves. | said that earlier, not only from

23 sui cide, but the influences that have conme al ong
24 with this progress it's called. And what's not

25 taking formis we've all gone to school, fornmal
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1 school up to certain degrees. Sonme of us have

2 gone to university, some of us have got a degree,
3 sonme of us have diplomas, stuff like that, right?
4 But like | said, we said earlier and you're

5 hearing it, what does the future hold for our

6 children, our grandchildren and the children that
7 are not here yet, and even the people that exist

8 today? There is a welfare line it's called.

9 And i magi ne, 1 per cent of our

10 community at one tinme was dependent on that and 99
11 per cent of it was sel f-sustaining,

12 sel f-supporting. Think about it in this sense; we
13 were prospering, we were doing well, then our

14 world got turned around in a shot from your area.
15 Now you' re prospering, now you're

16 advanci ng, now you're having the spin-off benefits
17 fromthe destruction that took place. But you

18 forgot to put back what you take, or to be

19 grateful for what you' ve received. And

20 consciously knowi ng the devastation and at what

21 cost to the 1600 nenbers that are under the OPCN
22 Cree Nation, and not only including that, the

23 reports say there were white people and Metis

24  people there, and they're still there.

25 Qur community, how they design it, the
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1 core area were the teachers, the nurses, the

2 Hudson Bay nmanager, the RCWP, they all have

3 runni ng water and sewage, all of them but none of
4 us. Because you would not cone there and teach

5 our children, you won't conme there to | ook after

6 the health needs as a nurse or a doctor or a

7 dentist if you had to throw a slop pail. | would
8 not go in there if | had to throw out my own shit
9 and nmy own piss, there is no way you're going to
10 get nme there. So, obviously, evidently,

11 logically, they said let's accommpdate the core
12 area, to hell with these people.

13 The truth is hard, the reality is even
14 harder to live. But for the past 40 sonme years
15 our people have been living in that condition.

16 And so have our children. They've grown up in

17 what they've given us, or subjected us to, wthout

18 even us having anything to say about it. But

19 we're still there and we're still living, we're
20 still surviving.
21 And |ike | said, imagine, take your

22 wi fe and your husband and your kids and your
23 grandnma and grandpa there and cone and live with
24 us. |'ve asked every president, and |I've net |ike

25 what, four of them start with them and al so the
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1 vi ce presidents, and al so the senior managenent at

2 t he Mani toba Hydro, Canada, Manitoba, Prem er,

3 Prem er Selinger -- who is our conm ssioner in

4 California? Dewar, right? W've sat wth them
5 | invite them | say our council, our people want
6 you to cone and live with us. Mnisters, they

7 won't -- we've showed Ruth Christiansen what

8 Hydro -- the houses they dragged from Ri vers,

9 Mani toba to South | ndian Lake.

10 JOHN- JOHN BAKER:  Even those houses
11 have kill ed our people, from asbestos, and how

12 crispy they are. You light a match and those

13 things will blow up, those houses.
14 CH EF CHRI S BAKER:  Sone of our band
15 menbers, | don't know, Angela and her babi es,

16 Conni e and M ke, Ceorge and --

17 JOHN- JOHN BAKER: Hi s daughters.

18 CH EF CHRI S BAKER  Hi s daughters, two
19 of them they have burnt in these hones. Because
20 you can't have enough tine, a fire truck will go
21 there, it's like that, it's a branch wall, dried
22 branch wall. You set it on fire and it will just
23 go in mnutes. They don't even have a chance to
24 get to the door or go out the window. But we've

25 been trying, as council, we've been fixing their
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1 m st akes.

2 JOHN-JOHN BAKER:  And these are the
3 houses they replaced for the houses that our

4 parents burnt. | don't renmenber anybody ever

5 dying in a fire in our conmunity when | was

6 gr ow ng up.

7 CH EF CHRIS BAKER O starving, or

8 suicide, or drowning -- very seldom Qur people

9 grew up to be old, like in their 80s, 90s, nen and
10 wonen. W just finished -- we just buried our

11 el dest person this spring, this fall, she was

12 100 -- 102. Qur elder that just passed on is 90
13 years old. He cane fromthere. He canme fromthat
14 tinme that we're tal king about. Most of our

15 el ders, they lived well in their 80s, nmen and

16 wonen. M nother is 87. Qur grandnothers and

17 grandpas lived in their 90s.

18 JOHN- JOHN BAKER:  You see the

19 di fference between our parents and our children.
20 My son lived only 17 years. He couldn't handle
21 that lifestyle that we had in South Indian Lake,
22 in our comunity. Like, I've gone to the school
23 where |I've sat with the teachers and they said,
24  your kids are so unwell behaved and they're angry

25 and they shoul d be behaving thensel ves. And you
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1 try to get up in the norning with no water to wash

2 your face or change your clothes to conme to school
3 and say, hey, this is a nornal Iife. They have

4 running water, the teachers all have running

5 water. Al the white people that conme to our

6 community, right away they have brand new houses,
7 runni ng water connected to the water punp. And

8 our people still have to shit on the slop pail and
9 throw it out, and breathe that shit while they're
10 [iving in those houses.

11 CH EF CHRIS BAKER And that's

12 progress. Like |I said, we're not trying to nmake
13 you feel bad, but you need to tell the truth.

14 You've got to quit letting Canada and Manit oba,

15 and Manitoba Hydro hide this dirty lie. [It's tine
16 t hat sonebody takes responsibility and stands up
17 and says, hey, this is happening in our country,
18 in our province? How can that be? Canada is

19 supposed to being ranked tenth now or sonething.
20 It used to be nunber 3 or sonething Iike that.

21 Now we're |ike 50.

22 And |ike we're not trying to say to

23 you people and to our nei ghbours and to our people
24 that we live with, and asking you to feel sorry

25 for us because we're poor little Indians that live
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1 on welfare. That's not the case. But what we're

2 asking is to nmake these peopl e responsible and put
3 themto task, and make them follow their rules and
4 their regulations that they wote.

5 Legislation wote it, Mnitoba

6 | egi sl ation, Canada, Constitution, they're the

7 ones that wote it. Fisheries Act, every act,

8 every regulation that |I'maware of, that |'ve read
9 and studied, has conme fromthe Province of

10 Mani t oba or Canada, or the policies that we have
11 to live by cones fromthe Departnent of |ndian

12 Affairs. They subjected us to that, to the word.
13 We devel oped and produce probably around 100 and
14 what, 40 sone reports annually, right? That's

15 what we're accountable for. That's what we're

16 supposed to produce and submt. That's not

17 i ncluding the rei nbursenent policies that we're
18 subj ect to.

19 | f Hydro decides, or if Manitoba

20 decides -- they have a legal obligation through
21 the consultation process. |'ve sat with Mnister
22 Clarke, it's in draft, | nade her aware of it.

23 Li ke she is proud enough to say, yeah, it's in

24 draft. But to whose benefit? It sure as hel

25 ain't mne or our people. |It's the Province of
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1 Mani t oba, or entities |ike Manitoba Hydro, or

2 forestry, or mning, the duty to consult is

3 bullshit. | have fought that lots and | ots of

4 years. And | hope to God this is not part of the

5 duty to consult. Because if it is, | want it on

6 record that this is not a duty to consult. It's

7 not consul tati on.

8 W LBUR WOOD: Another thing is all the
9 si ckness, you know, nowadays you see a | ot of

10 peopl e getting sick. A lot of people, sone of us

11 believe it's the water, because we never had this

12 water before. There's all kinds of disease now

13 that we never had. You know, never used to see

14  people with diabetes, no, | don't renmenber all the
15 years that |I've lived. And you know, the fish we

16 used to eat, it used to be like, |ike that canned

17 sal non, hard, nice and hard, you know, firm But

18 now you try to eat a fish, it's nushy, watery, you
19 know. Like me, | don't feel like eating fish |ike
20 | used to. Sure, | will eat a fish fromsone

21 pl ace else in that |ake, you know, it's stil

22 good, it's nice. But in South Indian, it's not

23 the fish we used to eat, not as healthy as it used
24 to be. | guess they don't have the food they used

25 to have. They don't -- they're all not that well.
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1 JOHN- JOAN BAKER:  You know, when

2 asked about what happens with the reports you guys
3 are doing, the reason | ask that is | read a

4 report a long tine ago, quite a while back, what

5 t hey predicted woul d happen to our people, and

6 what it would cost to develop it. And it was in
7 that report, witten. Wat's happening to us now,
8 sui ci de, unenpl oynent, al coholism drugs, and

9 young people getting pregnant at 13, 14 years ol d,
10 and dying, all of that was al ready known before
11 all of this was happening. That was, like | read
12 that report. And yet it still passed and we're
13 doi ng the sane thing right now as what they did
14 with that report, nothing was done. It just went
15 on, it continued. They didn't care. Nobody cared
16 about what happened to us as far as ny know edge
17 is. Because | have read reports where all the

18 stuff I see that | lived through was reported and
19 predicted to happen. And it didn't matter.

20 CH EF CHRI' S BAKER:  The ot her things
21 that we have, over and over again, you know, they
22 say good faith -- and | know you know what the

23 dealings are with the province and entities that
24 conme to us and they divide us or try to, and they

25 continue to do that also. And it's wong.
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1 Most recently the high waters that

2 took place because of the trenmendous anount of

3 snowfall from|last year, |like there were | think
4 100, 000 cubic feet per second through Mssi Falls,
5 and it flooded that, and really got water there.

6 And they said, well, only the fishermen wl|

7 recogni ze, not himas a resource worker, or not

8 hi m as an enpl oyed person, because it has no

9 effect on him That's such bullshit. W're all
10 affected equally. W're all inpacted, regardl ess
11 if we're fishing or trapping, we live there. But
12 yet in their strategies and their things, and they
13 won't cone out and say, | would never do that to
14  you guys, Chief, we would never. And | say,

15 you're so full of shit, you know. Yet they don't
16 have the strength or the courage to say, yes, we
17 are doing this to you, and yes, we are trying to
18 segregate you, separate you from each ot her

19 because of identity of what you' re using the |ake
20 for, what the purpose of your neaning of

21 sustainability in respect to what it produces and
22 what it produces for you, and it's use. But if we
23 all live in the same house, which we do in a

24  sense, we all use the same bathroom we all use

25 t he sane kitchen, we all use the sane living room
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1 | f sonmebody comes in there and destroys our

2 bat hroom right, we're all affected equally.

3 Because we all got to use the bathroom for a

4 shower, brush our teeth, urinate, you got to take
5 a poop; right? They took away one bedroom

6 soneone has to bunk with sonmebody. Wen they take
7 of f our stairs, same principle. But why would you
8 get $10,000 and I'lIl get an apol ogy? Because we

9 all live in the sane house. W all use it and

10 utilize it to benefit ourselves.

11 It's just us as people that |ive

12 there, that's not including our children, our

13 grandchi l dren, the people that are going to cone.
14 And they don't think of that, or they don't see it
15 in that sense. |It's just a |lake. Wat are you

16 crying about? W're nmaking it a bigger | ake.

17 Not hing is going to happen to you. Well, it is.
18 And we got rules and regulations to

19 protect your interest. You have even further
20 assurance because you're treaty, you have
21 Aboriginal rights under the Constitution, under
22 section 35. And we have Northern Sustainable Act,
23 we have an Environnmental Act, we have a
24 regul ation. W have a process that says what they
25 can and cannot do. And nobody follows it. Wat
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1 are you crying about? Your got your lights. But

2 you forgot to tell us you were going to give us a
3 five or $600 a nonth Hydro bill. Wo else in this
4 country, in this province that |I'maware of, they
5 don't pay that rmuch. You know, they say to us --
6 | fought themand | said to them how in the hel

7 can you justify a Hydro bill that there is a

8 fridge, a stove, and baseboard heaters? There is
9 no washer, there's no dryer, there's no hot water
10 tank, but yet Hydro bills are three, $400 a nonth,
11 sonetines five, $600 per nonth. So what are you
12 worried about? You don't have to pay for it,

13 Canada will pay for it, you' re on welfare for

14  God's sake.

15 | nmean what the -- |I'mnot supposed to

16 swear, right, but | get excited and | get worked

17 up, right, and I swear. | swear at the Mnisters,
18 | swear at the Regional Director, |I don't give a

19 fuck because -- | don't, because you don't. You

20 show ne disrespect. It conmes both ways is what |

21 was taught, what we were taught, we still carry

22 t hose val ues and principles, and those beliefs.
23 But you've got to try and realize, | nean there is
24 only a small group of us, but the majority of us

25 t hat have gone through it, and again our children,
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1 you know, sone woul d say about the suicides, or

2 the fighting, or the lack of interest in

3 education, or lack of interest in wanting to seek
4 and go out and do these things.

5 W all know t hrough human st udi es,

6 t hrough soci ol ogy, through psychol ogy, through al
7 of the mental health and all the other things that
8 we studied and read, analyzed, determned, it is a
9 basic principle of how well and how strong your

10 community is. It's based on the economcs of it,
11 the confort. It's the hierarchy that Mazel

12 devel oped, right? You know the hierarchy that |'m
13 tal king about? 1It's in sociology 101 they say.

14 That's the sane thing. W had that, we had it al
15 the tinme. But nobody believes us.

16 It's because we're just bush Indians,
17 we're stigmatized and | abel ed as that, because we
18 can't think past our noses for sone odd reason. |
19 don't know why it's like that. But yet we can fix
20 our own notors w thout sending themto Thonpson or
21 anywhere else, we're able to fix the Bonbardiers
22 that we were introduced to, our stoves, electric
23 stoves, the |ights people have adapted to, because
24 we don't have electricians and nmechanics and stuff

25 like that. They didn't plan it well.
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1 But 1'm curious on what your

2 backgrounds are. Sone of you l|look really sad.

3 Serious, nman. But you guys, what backgrounds do

4 you cone fronf Like what are you, doctors,

5 | awyers, scientists, professors, politicians? You

6 had to have sone sort of a career at sone point in

7 time?

8 THE CHAIRVAN: Do you want to start?
9 M5. LEWS: Well, | have a kind of
10 di verse background. [|'ma botanist, so | have a

11 doctorate in biol ogy.

12 CH EF CHRI S BAKER Do you know what a
13 bot ani st is? Does anybody know?

14 M5. LEWS: | study plants.

15 CH EF CHRI S BAKER  She studied

16 plants, like that plastic one behind you.

17 M5. LEWS: No, not like that. And

18 then | becane a | awer, and |I've worked in the

19 Federal Government and |I'mnow retired, and |'m

20 teaching Environnmental |npact Assessnent at the

21 Brandon University, and | live in Brandon.

22 CH EF CHRIS BAKER  So you have a PhD?
23 M5. LEWS: | do.

24 CH EF CHRI S BAKER  That's what |

25 would have if | didn't becone Chief. | ' m not




RCEA South Indian Lake December 7, 2017

Page 67
1 kidding. M preferred study was the law. That's

2 what | took in Brandon University. That's what |

3 was.
4 M5. LEWS: At Brandon University?
5 CH EF CHRI'S BAKER  Umhum in the

6 '"70s and the ' 90s.

7 MS. LEWS: | was there in the '70s as
8 wel |
9 CH EF CHRIS BAKER In the '80s --

10 they kicked me out of RD Parker in '70 sonething.
11 But that's interesting. But you understand what
12 we' re sayi ng?

13 M5. LEWS: Yes, | do.

14 CH EF CHRI S BAKER  Even using you as
15 an exanple, and just starting right off the hop,
16 why weren't we given that opportunity? Yet they
17 knew, everybody knew what was going to take place
18 and how it was going to adversely affect us, and
19 yet they didn't take that into consideration.

20 M5. LEWS: You know, | canoed on the
21 Rat River and Notigi Lake in 1973, when all of

22 this -- the diversion was just starting. And then
23 we went back again when we were up here |ast tine.
24 And it was, you know, it was extraordinary to see

25 what | renenber of that | ake.
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1 CH EF CHRI S BAKER: Those are one of

2 our routes that we used, our ancestors. M nom

3 and dad travelled from South Indian all the way to
4 Nel son House, from Nel son House to Split Lake,

5 Split Lake across to Norway House. Qur ancestry

6 went to Sheridan, Wabowden, to pick up supplies,

7 by boat, without a notor, by canoe, |ike paddle.
8 So what is your background there,

9 Ser ge?

10 THE CHAIRVAN:  So | worked nost of ny

11 career in the Manitoba Governnent, two places, a
12 good part of the tinme two places, one nuni ci pal
13 affairs, so that's where | dealt with

14 muni ci palities, and then the other half was

15 Envi ronnent and Conservati on.

16 CH EF CHRI S BAKER  So what degrees do
17 you got under your belt?

18 THE CHAIRVAN:  Well, so | did

19 economics, and then environnental studies and

20 business adm nistration. Those are the three

21 ar eas.

22 CH EF CHRI S BAKER  So you obvi ously
23 know what we're tal ki ng about and what kind of --
24  you know, imagine that, you know, inmagine that,

25 and we did express that and our grandfathers and
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1 grandnot hers did say that in our |anguage, the

2 interpreter was Billy Moore they call himnow,

3 Billy Moose, and Basil was there, Basil Perreault,
4 and they didn't quite interpret what the old

5 people said. In the '60s, |late '60s they had

6 discussions in South Indian, in Wnnipeg, and

7 ot her places, conm ssions that John-John

8 expressed. It's interesting.

9 THE CHAIRMAN:  In the late '60s?

10 CH EF CHRI S BAKER  Yep, 1969. They
11 even had, they already had -- like |I said in 1913,
12 in 1913, this is -- imagine the Land Transfers Act

13 happened in 1930, right, NRTA. Manitoba Hydro had
14 al ready plans for every river, every falls, every
15 site identified in this province in the northern
16 region, in the southern region of this province.
17 W wanted -- we had adhesion to Treaty 5. 1In 1875
18 in Berrens River they made treaty. Then they

19 brought it to Norway House and then they brought
20 it north, adhesion to Treaty 5.

21 In 1908 they cane to Nel son House and
22 Split Lake. Because they knew what was happeni ng
23 and they took themto places, right,

24  comm ssioners. Conmm ssioner Sinmmonds was the one

25 responsi ble to go around and sign the treaties
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1 wth First Nations peoples. And they amal ganat ed

2 us. That was an econom cal practice that they

3 did, the Federal Governnent, on purpose. They

4 said the Indians over there in South |Indian Lake
5 are band nmenbers of Nel son House, 200 niles away.
6 The saddest m stake they ever made. And | brought
7 it to their attention, to Tom Saunders and to Cord
8 Hannahan, and to other people, Mnisters, l|late

9 M nister Lavlin, and Andy Scott, Trade M nister
10 Andy Scott, those guys, Reg Alcott, those guys.
11 said ook at this, what you did. You say you

12 haven't done a m stake, but yet | think it was in
13 19 -- Brochet, they signed treaty in 1909, but

14 guess who signed the pre-treaty for then? The

15 Dene. And they put, and said these two people is
16 Brochet. But they said one is Dene, one is Cree,
17 how can that be? But they did it anyway. Until
18 M. Hislop, Patrick H slop said the Cree and Dene
19 didn't get along too well. So they said, well,
200 we'll go to Lac Brochet, which they did. There
21 was 12 signatories to Treaty 5. Now there are 30
22 First Nations that are recogni zed on the adhesion
23 to Treaty 5, and Treaty 10, which is the Dene for
24  Brochet. But we've all made m st akes.

25 But the good thing that these guys did
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1 when they kicked me out and told ne go get

2 educated, I'mglad they did, because if | didn't

3 then I wouldn't be able to tell you this cool

4 stuff you probably already well know. But | can

5 talk at the level that you're at. But you can't

6 talk at our level, unfortunately. And that's no

7 di srespect. It's |Iike what John-John said, |lots

8 of peopl e have expressed that they enpathise. And
9 you can't, unless you walk the trail and unl ess

10 you wal k the life. You can enpathise all you

11  want, but realistically you will never know the

12 pain and the sorrow and the burden and the wei ght
13 that you have to carry, or the |losses and the

14 things that life throws at you

15 | can't be white because | don't know
16 how to be, and | will never pretend to be white,
17 because | don't know what it's about. | can read
18 your rules and regul ati ons and your |aws and al

19 of that, even that | don't understand it sonetines
20 because it's inbal ance, there's no justice. And

21 nore shamefully, there's no social justice, which

22 is real if you study and you understand it as |
23  did.
24 But here's a fine exanple of that,

25 t hrough and t hrough, every layer. You can peel
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1 it, it's an onion, and get to the core of it. And
2 maybe then you woul dn't even understand. You will
3 see the wongs that have been done, but do you

4 have the ability to correct it? That's what we're
5 asking. And like John said, we're doubtful.

6 Because you guys are like a court system She's a
7 | awyer. She wouldn't sit here, or sonebody woul d
8 not comm ssion or appoint her to such a high |evel
9 comi ssi on unl ess she had the background and the
10 know edge and the skill, the requirenents to sit
11 here and say, hum does she have the credential,
12 does she have the know edge and ability and skill
13 and education and credibility to actually wite or
14  say substantially the truth, or at |east |ook at
15 it and acknow edge it and say, hey, maybe it is

16 right, maybe it is true. You can't be a judge

17 wi t hout bei ng appointed, and that's a political

18 appoi nt nent .

19 They educated nme well. Experience,
20 knowl edge. So we need your help to make them
21 people in the governnents and the authorities that
22 did this to us --
23 M5. LEWS: But I'mlimted in ny
24 know edge, and | recognize that. W' ve got two,

25

so we have ot her conmi ssi on nenbers here who have
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1 experience and know edge that | --

2 CH EF CHRI S BAKER  But toget her

3 you're, of course --

4 M5. LEWS: -- can't begin to reach.

5 CH EF CHRI S BAKER But we can't --

6 it's like this, right? Rght? It's sinple. It's
7 a process. |If you cane to live with us, you wll
8 die, because your skill and know edge woul d not

9 carry you. But you go with himor him or him or
10 them these two | adies and us, you will survive,
11 because we won't let you die, because it's not in
12 us to do that.

13 But if you turn back history, and |'ve
14 said this to ny professors and |'ve argued ny

15 point, and they can't argue it because that's what
16 devol ution -- or whatever you want to call it, or
17 however you want to termit. You came here, we
18 didn't let you die, we taught you all of the

19 skills and all of the things you needed to do to
20 survive on this land, in this harsh environnent

21 t hat your grandfathers and grandnot hers entered
22 into. Wat you neglected to do was to teach us
23 what was coming. You didn't do that. You

24 subj ected us to residential school, you subjected

25 us to a bunch of bad people. | don't like
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1 priests. | don't like being Catholic, and |I'm
2 not. I'mfromthe United Church. But even them
3 they did that. United Church of Canada did the
4 same damm thing. The Governnent of Manitoba
5 allowed it, Canada paid themto do. Yet we all
6 knew. Nobody did nothing, yes.
7 Yeah, but we'd like to get into nore
8 di scussi on about what actually -- so that they can
9 go hone and share, we can go home and share with
10 our people what actually this Conm ssion is about.
11 | nean, again, | don't want to be insulting or
12 don't want to be disrespectful, but I don't
13 believe that you sit here for nothing, you know.
14 Sonmebody has appoi nted you, respectfully, there
15 has to be a purpose and there has to be an end
16 result. And the limted authority that you have
17 been bestowed upon by the Mnister of Stewardship,
18 so that we can have an idea as to what our
19 expectations are fromyou.
20 You expect us to conme here and spill
21 our guts and tell you our stories of what we
22 encountered in real life, but rightfully they
23 shoul d give us that same respect back and say,
24 there is nothing that we can do other than wite
25 anot her report. And that's it. You have to be
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1 honest and say, yeah, even though |I'm well

2 educated, ny limtation is this, that's it, bang.
3 Even though I'ma | awer, even though |I'm an

4 econom st, | don't know what you do or the other
5 ones, but it's interesting.

6 But | will bet you dollars and

7 doughnuts, you're well educated, you' re well

8 i nfornmed, you have good backgrounds in respect to
9 what is needed or else you wouldn't be sitting

10 here. That | know. They wouldn't cone and get
11 one of us to sit here, even though they had sone
12 former chiefs sitting on other Conmm ssions,

13 Nepi nak, which is Harvey, which is a good friend
14 of mne, we sat in assenblies together. And there

15 was sone ot her ones, Bob Mayer was here, |ate Bob

16 Mayer, | know. These other guys, Sales -- | knew
17 themall -- not Sales but -- | knew themall, but
18 they were pretty -- like with Keeyask and

19 Wiskwatim there is a huge, tons and ton of them
20 This guy, the lawer that they hired, he says I
21 got 1020 linear feet of information.

22 JOHN- JOHN BAKER:  We still have it.
23 CH EF CHRIS BAKER | told himto

24 shove it up his ass because he doesn't know what

25 the hell he's tal king about. And he says, you
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1 peopl e are going into your own dem se. And |

2 said, what are you, nuts? That's froma |awer

3 THE CHAI RMAN:  Who said that?

4 CH EF CHRIS BAKER | forget. He's a
5 tall guy with no hair. Your own dem se, this is
6 what's going to take place. He was representing
7 Mani t oba Hydro

8 THE CHAI RMAN:  Yeah, | think I know.
9 He's not part of this Conm ssion but, yeah, | do

10 know, probably know who that is. Let's take a

11 br eak.

12 (Recessed for lunch at 1:15 p.m and
13 reconvened at 2:30 p.m)

14 CH EF CHRIS BAKER W're with you,

15 partner.
16 MR. SOPUCK: |'mgoing to start with

17 ny chil dhood.

18 M5. LEWS: W don't have that | ong.
19 THE CHAI RMAN:  How nuch tinme have you
20 got ?

21 M5. LEWS: | was born at any early
22 age.

23 MR, SOPUCK: | was very lucky that ny

24  dad took ne and ny brother out fishing and hunting

25 wherever we did. | grewup with that, and | ended
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1 up going to the university. | took Biology in

2 university, so | graduated with a degree from
3 Zool ogy. |'ve spent about 35 years working in
4 environmental conservation work in Southern

5 Mani t oba. Most of my work is with farnmers.

6 CH EF CHRI S BAKER  What is Zool ogy

7 about ?

8 MR SOPUCK: Sorry?

9 CH EF CHRI S BAKER  Sone m ght think
10 you studied the zoo. Tell them what Zoology is
11  about.

12 MR SOPUCK: It's animals, that's
13 right, it's birds and ani nals.
14 Actually, I have a connection to

15 Sout hern I ndian Lake, in that one summer | worked

16 as a summer student at the fisheries canp. It was
17 the year that the | ake was being flooded. It was
18 1976.

19 ANGUS DYSART: After it was fl ooded.
20 MR SOPUCK: Ckay. Then it was '75,

21 the year the water starting com ng up.

22 ANGUS DYSART: They dammed it off in
23 the fall of 1975. It would be around Cctober.

24 MR. SOPUCK: It was the year when the

25 Di version started fl owi ng water down.
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1 ANGUS DYSART: The Churchill Diversion
2 started around '76.
3 MR SOPUCK: Yeah. So, it was in that
4 period of tinme. So | spent a sumer on the | ake
5 there and | got to know a nunber of folks in the
6 community, and | asked one famly if they would
7 let me stay for a while. So | actually lived for
8 a year in the community. It was with John Beady
9 and | sabell e Mbose, way back when. | know that
10 John Beady has passed away. So | spent sone tine
11 on the trapline, the fish canp, things like that.
12 So your community and | have a connecti on.
13 DOUG SM TH:  |'ve spent nost of ny
14 |ife working as a witer and researcher and
15 editor. I'mfrom Manitoba as well, from W nni peg.
16 MR. HARDEN: |'m an engi neer by
17 training. | worked 20 years in the water
18 resources field with the province. So | can | ook
19 at the analysis that Hydro does and | can say
20 whether it's good, bad, or indifferent. But |I'm
21 here to listen to the inpact on people, not
22 nunbers.
23 M5. JOHNSON:. | have a degree in
24 wldlife biology and I have worked for the
25 department for about 30 years. |'ve dealt with
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1 trappers quite a bit, I've worked with the

2 trappi ng program endangered species, habitat.

3 went away for a while and cane back to this job

4 and have been | earning way nore about the

5 comunities than | ever knew before, and it's been

6 really good. | can't say | have an understandi ng,

7 but I have enpathy and a little bit of a

8 connection to what |'ve heard.

9 CH EF CHRI'S BAKER  So what -- one of
10 the things that we have di scussed and expressed,
11 the inpacts it had on people, and our environnent
12 to a degree. But | think we should focus on, just
13 suggesting that we focus on the shoreline, the
14 inpacts to the shoreline, and that man can express
15 that, right there, the engineer, he worked with --
16 bi ol ogy, of course, also is inportant because they
17 can relate and link to the inpacts and adverse
18 effects that have occurred.

19 W were hoping fromthat -- and the

20 connection to the use of our traditional practices
21 t hat have been taken away or that have been

22 destroyed. | think it's inportant for us to

23 express those things, our nedicines, the berries,
24 hi storical sites, the use of certain areas in our

25 comunity.
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1 And also to note -- it's nmy nenory,

2 and you guys can help nme out, | don't believe

3 through this process that they've actually cone

4 and asked us for our input or our traditional

5 knowl edge in respect to what has been -- like the
6 bugs, for exanple, or the nmedicines that were

7 underneath the rocks and on the shoreline. Also
8 the weekis and all of the other traditional

9 medi ci nes that we were taught by our grandparents
10 and our parents. | think those are very inportant
11 t hings that need to be not ed.

12 And al so the studies. Like | don't

13 know his nanme, |I'mbad with names, I'msorry. He
14 was there prior and after, a year later, so he can
15 relate to sonmething that we' ve experienced. Like,
16 there was over a thousand islands at one tine in
17 South I ndian Lake. Now there's very few, they're
18 reefs and they're underneath the ground. And what
19 was on there and what was inportant. Like WI bur
20 and John and the others have shared, |ike the

21 Seagul | Islands that we used to harvest from and
22 al so the other creeks and rivers and things |ike
23 that, and the conditions of our wildlife, our

24  beavers, our nuskrats, and the other water bearing

25 aninmals, like the otter and other aninmals, the
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1 m nk and things. And also the fow, the birds,

2 sonebody has expertise on that. Like the | oon,

3 for exanple, | have seen their eggs and their

4 nests floating around and bei ng destroyed. Also
5 the different kind of species of fish, the

6 different species of the kind of bugs that the

7 fish eat, those are critical, those are inportant.
8 And that relates to the texture of the fish and

9 t he species that were there.

10 For exanple, we all know there were
11 sturgeon there at one tinme. | don't know where
12 they went. We know there were perch, gol deye,

13 di fferent kinds of suckers, red, black, they're
14 still there. But like the perch, | don't know, I
15 used to shoot themw th a bow and arrow, those

16 perch. And those little ones, those fish we used
17 to look at underneath the rock and catch them

18 They're about this small and they're flat and

19 they've got a long tail. And we used to have

20 ganmes on that.

21 Al so traditionally way back,

22 remenber our grannies and grandpas, they used

23 to -- like there were certain nedicines along the
24 shore, underneath the rocks and part of the rocks

25 and part of the shoreline. Like they used to pick
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1 pot at oes, they used to pick little potatoes and

2 harvest them They're no longer there. Al of

3 t hose ki nd of things.

4 Maybe we should focus a little bit on
5 that first, and maybe gi ve Angus an opportunity to
6 share from his perspective or his experience in

7 regards to sonme of the things that he went

8 through, and what he sees. Because we all had a

9 little opportunity to say sonmething. But | would
10 like us to go back to the shorelines, what was

11 done to us. And that connection is to us

12 directly, because that's the land and the water.
13 And the quality of water is another

14 i ssue that needs to be noted. Because now t hey

15 won't let us -- they say you shouldn't drink the
16 water, right, unless you boil it, where before you
17 coul d see the bottomof the |ake in certain areas.
18 O where the equilibriummy come is in sone of

19 the studies that you guys have revi ewed and sone
20 of them have been part and parcel of, in respect
21 to what has happened in the regional cunul ative

22 effects. Because the river affects everybody, the
23 waterway. | think those are things that we need
24 to identify and express.

25 And the | axness of both the Depart nent
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1 of Fisheries and Cceans, the Environnental

2 Conservation, also the Water Stewardship has rol es
3 and responsibilities that we expressed earlier,

4 and those have been ignored and they haven't nmade
5 pl ans. And what we've said is, they knew what

6 woul d happen, but yet they went forward anyway, or
7 they didn't know and there was no pl ans before,

8 during, and what does the future hold? There is

9 no indication. And nobody can tell us.

10 Mani t oba, we worked wi th Donald

11 McDonal d for nmany, many years. W worked with

12 Mani t oba Hydro hydrol ogi sts, biologists,

13 engi neers, everybody, and we've expressed our

14  concerns. And they have not nmade any ki nd of

15 attenpt to collect data that was over there. Like
16 | don't know who said, | think that man, the

17 Department of Fisheries and Oceans studied that

18 | ake 10, 15 years prior to CRD. They al so studied
19 after and during. And | don't know if they did

20 studi es now, present? They didn't conme and ask us
21  what our know edge, our traditional know edge was
22 all about. They shoul d have conbined it together
23 prior to them nmaki ng deci sions on our environment
24 and our lives. Nobody has done that, not to ny

25 recol l ection, not to ny knowl edge, or the research
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1 that 1've done in respect to the inpacts of the

2 CRD and the Hydro projects.

3 Those are the kind of things that

4 think are keenly inportant and need to be shared

5 with you guys, or to say to you guys that what are
6 you going to do, and what is your responsibility

7 to that? And who do you meke responsible to nake
8 sure that those things are done fairly and

9 adequately? Wth the huge amount of data that has
10 been collected, and sone of it isn't even put

11 together in conmbination of telling us what

12 actually took place, why the fish are gone, why

13 certain areas are dead, the algae and nutrients

14 that feed the fish, the animals, the ducks, the

15 birds, everything. Even the water beetles, there
16 is no nore water beetles, or fish flies, there

17 used to be a huge abundance of them You renenber
18 those little fish flies that dried up? There used
19 to be lots of them There is no nore, hardly any.
20 O the vegetation -- sonebody studies

21 botany -- they should incorporate that in their

22 findings, in their reasoning behind what should

23 take place and how it shoul d be addressed.

24 Because it's part of a natural formof filtering

25 and cleaning itself, the land, the water and our
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1 envi ronnent .

2 And this we said too, we've

3 experienced these certain kinds of ailnents,

4 serious ones |ike cancer, diabetes, things that

5 i mpact us fromthe conditions that others have

6 created.

7 If you drink water that's not good,

8 you'll get sick. O if you eat the aninmals that
9 come fromthat water or drink that water, there's
10 i npacts that | believe need to be | ooked at and
11 revi ewed and then nmake a decision. And then nmake
12 sonebody responsible for that to correct it. |
13 mean, that's your role and responsibility as a

14 conmi ssion and as people with your degree of

15 education and degree of know edge and expertise
16 that you bring to the table. You can share from
17 us our know edge, because we are not scientists,
18 but we do know about the |and, we do know about
19 the things that have occurred and continue to

20 occur. The erosion, and when is it going to stop
21 and where is it going to end, and what are the

22 i npacts that are going to take place and continue
23 to take place?

24 Those little bugs that the fish eat,

25 and the birds, and even the squirrels and
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1 everybody. The rabbits, they nove down the shore.

2 They don't go down there for nothing, they go

3 there to look for food. And that affects them

4 too, and we eat those animals. The nuskrats,

5 they' re dead, they used to be -- | know old Leo

6 Li nkl ater and his brothers at one time, | know for
7 a fact they used to catch a thousand nuskrats

8 every year. Now there is none, there is hardly

9 any. Renenber what John-John said and identified,
10 and others could swear it and attest to it. The
11 beavers have been frozen on the ground. The eggs
12 on the shoreline have been frozen, the fish eggs.
13 And then it inpacts the tenperature of the water
14 and the cycle of spawning.

15 Those are things that you guys have to
16 put together. | know it's a huge task and a huge
17 responsibility, but I think it's your

18 responsibility and your role to nmake sure that

19 t hose people do the correct neasures in different
20 zones, in their zone fromzero to six, | believe,
21 t hat have been identified by Conservation and

22 Wat er St ewar dshi p.

23 And there's the defiance that you have
24 to look at, like how they defy gravity and nmade

25 the water go in a different direction. That's
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1 incredi ble. They say you can't defy gravity, but
2 there is -- you can go to South Indian Lake and
3 you can see it goes the other way. Instead of

4 north, it goes south now, or sort of south --

5 yeah, south. So those things are inportant for

6 you guys to note.

7 And they haven't done that. They

8 haven't consulted with us. They haven't asked us

9 for our input, or our traditional know edge in

10 what is occurring, or what's been taken away.

11 Li ke the nedicines, the berries, the birds and the
12 animal s and the things along the shore, the inpact
13 that it has on the shoreline, and it continues to

14 inpact. So those are things that you guys need to
15 get sonebody and say, hey, have you done this?

16  Throughout the whole report there is none, that we
17 found anyway.

18 THE CHAI RMAN:  Have they -- if you

19 don't mnd nme asking a question -- has either

20 Hydro or the governnment ever asked you to do a

21 traditional end use study and offered to support

22 it?
23 CH EF CHRI'S BAKER  No, never. No.
24 THE CHAI RVMAN: | know they were done

25 by the Keeyask comunities but --
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1 CH EF CHRI S BAKER: And Wiskwati m

2 THE CHAI RVMAN:  Yeah. But you've never
3 been asked?

4 CH EF CHRI S BAKER No, not once ever
5 in the history of this. A lot of people say

6 Nel son House, Split Lake, Cross Lake, Norway

7 House, York Landing and Fox Lake have been

8 inpacted. If you look at it and assess it

9 accordingly and properly in a process way, South
10 I ndi an Lake has been the nost inpacted versus

11 Chi m howi n. Chi m howi n was anot her conmunity t hat
12 got rel ocated.

13 South Indian Lake -- there is only two
14 communities that I'maware of in this province

15 t hat have been totally uprooted and relocated to a
16 different site. One of themis our conmunity.

17 And that's al so anot her inpact that nobody has

18 ever acknow edged or studied or found any -- and
19 we're expressing to you what we' ve seen and what
20 we've gone through. So that needs to be studied,
21 that needs to be -- sonebody nust be responsible
22 for that, and to address it. Because if you're
23 doi ng a regional cunul ative assessnent, that's

24 part and parcel of it.

25 THE CHAI RVAN:  Yes.
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1 CH EF CHRIS BAKER. And that is

2 m ssing. There's a gap there, and sonebody has to
3 fill that gap, or at |east say, hey, this is

4 what's going on, and what kind of plan are you

5 guys going to propose, or who is going to devel op
6 it? They made a good job of Bipole I, Bipole II

7 Bipole I'll, Wiskwati m Keeyask, Jenpeg. They've

8 gotten all of their turbines fromacross the

9 ocean. They studied that well and planned it

10 good. But what they've forgotten or neglected to
11 do is plan for us on what's going to happen and

12 what's continuing to happen, during, before,

13 during and after and to the future. |If you could

14 find it, please share it with us.

15 THE CHAIRMAN:  Well, no, | don't think
16 so, not for your community by what you are saying.
17 CH EF CHRI S BAKER:  Sonebody needs to
18 make sonebody responsible for that, and why isn't

19 it being done?

20 THE CHAI RVAN:  Yes. Timwanted to ask
21 a question. Could he as well?

22 MR, SOPUCK: Actually, maybe it's for

23 Cat hy, because were there comunity i npact

24  summaries that were in the witten report?

25 M5. JOHNSON:  Yes.
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1 MR SOPUCK: So who would have witten
2 that?
3 M5. JOHNSON: Hydro.
4 MR. SOPUCK: Hydro wrote that. From

5 just existing information?

6 M5. JOHNSON: From existing -- your

7 comunity profile.

8 CH EF CHRI S BAKER  Yeah, but think

9 about it. | exam ned your lives, all of us. And
10 to hell wth you, you don't know shit about what's
11 in our life.

12 MR. SOPUCK: | was only asking the

13 guestion because | didn't know where the

14 information cane from

15 CH EF CHRI S BAKER: You are stirring
16 enotion in nme, you are stirring things that --

17 M5. JOHNSON: But that's what we want
18 to know, whether the community feels their

19 situation is reflected adequately in that report.
20 CH EF CHRI S BAKER  They're not. How?
21 You woul d never gave us the opportunity to have
22 i nput .
23 M5. JOHNSON. Ckay. Well, we want to
24 know that. So if you could wite us a letter to

25 that effect, about just the community profile part
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1 of it? Because lan is taking care of the biol ogy
2 part of it. | wll talk to lan about it and we
3 wll sort it out, because we need that input as
4 well in our case.
5 CH EF CHRI S BAKER Like | said, the
6 things that you see witnessed, | know we catch
7 trees and stunps. M nephew, |little nephew, he

8 fell off a skidoo and the thing went right through
9 him He would have died. He flew off the Skidoo
10 and it hit himand it went right through, enbedded

11 right through his body, a little boy.
12 JOHN- JOHN BAKER:  Things |ike that
13 happen to people in our conmunity. Children die,

14 drown where the slop pails are being dunped. W

15 have had one child fall into that and drown in
16 shit.
17 CH EF CHRI S BAKER  Li ke, you know,

18 you tal k about econom cal parcels that are

19 sensitive. Wen you hit a log or you hit a reef
20 or rocks, or it used to be an island, a foot

21 general ly cost what, about 3,000? That's just the
22 foot. That's not the down tine, that's not the

23 transportation, bringing it fromover there to

24 here, and the cost that's associated to the |oss

25 of your incone. | nean, these things are real.
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1 And those gaps need to be recogni zed and they need

2 to be put on record, and people need to be

3 responsible for it. |If I go through here and I

4 fall through there, I wll sue the City of

5 Thonmpson. | have that right. O if you're

6 driving down in Wnnipeg and you fall through the
7 road, sonebody is in trouble, sonebody is

8 responsi ble. But the same allowance is not given
9 over that, it isn't. They say, hey, we

10 conpensated you. But it's still occurring. You
11 sign off on agreenents, but you've taken advant age
12 of sonebody that doesn't have the skill or the

13 knowl edge, or the thorough process, informational
14 process of deciding that. And you say here is

15 $5,000, take it or leave it, or give up your

16 right. That's wong. Wen it stops -- and nobody
17 even knows that either, and that's not discovered
18 or that's not part of you guys -- | don't think
19 any of you have any data on that, or any
20 i nformation.
21 So you should go and tell those
22 people, this is what's mssing and this is what
23 needs to happen. These reviews and these
24  collection, conbination and collaboration of al

25 of this data should be part of the Regional
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1 Cunul ative Effects Assessnent. That's what needs
2 to happen, but it's not happening, because of no

3 full participation fromus to begin with, or

4 consultation before or after or during.

5 And the little bugs and things that

6 make fish grow, and |like the ducks eat it too, we
7 know that, they eat those little snails, we eat

8 their gizzards, they're not there no nore. O

9 sand, ducks eat sand for a reason, | don't know

10 how the hell they digest it, but they doit. And
11  when we cut their gizzards open we eat it, because
12 it's healthy food. But you don't see it no nore.
13 JOHN- JOHN BAKER:  The shorelines are
14 totally -- | don't know how to describe it here.
15 They' re not productive because of how the water

16 goes up and down each year. Even if you clean the
17 shoreline, the next year you still have the sane
18 anount as you had the | ast year that you cl eaned
19 it. And the growth conmes back, the earth falls on
20 it along the shoreline, and then you get the sane
21 reaction for the past 40 years. Every single year
22 t hat has happened.
23 And the fish that Iive fromthere and
24 grow fromthere and get their food fromthere are
25 dying fromstarvation, and sone other kind of
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1 di seases that | don't even know what they are.
2 Because | have seen sonme pretty wild | ooking
3 deforned fish fromfishernmen that have been
4 fishing 40 years, maybe nore. And it's not only
5 the fish, but 1've also shot noose where they have
6 bubbl es inside their rib cages, inside, where |
7 have just disregarded them because |'mafraid to
8 eat them to catch sonething fromthese animals
9 that we've been having for food for six thousand
10 years, as long as our ancestors have been here.
11 And they ruined it in a year, they ruined a total
12 lifestyle with this flooding, with this
13 devel opnent .
14 And you say devel opnent, it sounds
15 I i ke sonet hing good, you know, sonething really
16 prosperous to people, devel opnent. But what kind
17 of prosperous do our people have in sonething?
18 don't think that word should be used in our case.
19  You know, | have no words to describe it. And
20 it's happening continuously. As we're sitting
21 here talking it's happening. The water is
22 flowng, the ground is being destroyed.
23 And in ny thought, when it's w nter
24 time with Manitoba Hydro, they can push as much
25 water as they can underneath that ice, as nuch as
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1 t hey want, because it won't go up or down because

2 it's held by the ice. And we don't know how nuch
3 water they're pushing down to generate the powers.
4 And then in the spring tinme when that cones up

5 our ice busts. You should see the ice in the

6 wntertime when we go hunting. Last wnter | seen
7 it. 1've never seen it like that before on our

8 | ake, where you have ice sheets all over the

9 pl ace, chucks of ice the size of this table just
10 floating around where you're traveling.

11 And the caribou that mgrate, that

12 effects them They can't wal k across that. And
13 the nobose. And then the mgrating birds that used
14 to conme and nest in our traditional territories,
15 they're affected by that too. Everything is

16 affected by this water, our whole lives and the

17 lives of the earth. And | don't think it's com ng
18 back because it keeps happeni ng over and over

19 again, even if we clean the shorelines. Because
200 we can't clean the whole works all at once, we

21 just clean portions of it. In this portion the

22 trees fall down and it comes back to where we

23 cl eaned before.

24 And the mercury that goes into our

25 water fromour trees, because that's where nercury
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1 is created fromthe trees, correct? And it falls
2 into our water and our fish will eat it and then
3 we eat it. | don't knowif there has been nercury

4 tests in our comunity for our people.

5 CH EF CHRI'S BAKER  There had been in
6 the '80s for nercury.

7 JOHN- JOHN BAKER: | have never been

8 tested for that. Where you have kids, or young

9 peopl e that have little blotches of white hair

10 growing on their head and skin blotches. | have
11 asked questions about what causes that. And this
12 one guy told ne, he was a water specialist, he

13 said it cones fromthe water, pignmentation, if

14 there is too nuch copper in your water, or |ead.
15 You know, us people, we don't know those things.
16 W just find out later. And this is where life
17 cones from water.

18 W LBUR WOOD: And Hydro adverti sing
19 the -- | seen a book where they advertise, you

20 know, power fromclear, green water | think it

21 says.
22 JOHN- JOHN BAKER: Renewabl e.
23 W LBUR WOOD: You know, it's not

24 green, it's gray nuddy water, trees all over it.

25 | f sonmebody would take a picture of it, a real
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1 good picture and show it to those people, | think

2 they would think different about us, you know, how

3 it is for us. It mght be good for them but

4 maybe they woul d think, sone of these people, if

5 they lived there and | ooking at all of this ness,

6 | ooking at all of these trees in the water. You

7 know, it's not clear, green water or whatever they

8 say it is.

9 ANGUS DYSART: Well, | guess it's tine
10 | should share ny part of why I'mhere. 1'Il just
11 put these pictures up
12 That's when the water reaches its peak
13 in the sunmer, as it goes on -- everybody has to
14 see here. And then when -- like South Indian Lake
15 itself is like a reservoir, because Mnitoba Hydro
16 hol ds the water |evel there until it reaches it's
17 peak. And it stays at, once it reaches its peak
18 in the sunmer it stays there, it's a reservoir,

19 South Indian Lake is a reservoir. And then in the
20 winter they start using that water -- this is the
21 States that | have been taking pictures of what's

22 been happening. See?

23 Now this is the springtine where that

24 beaver house was about -- see the |ake -- put

25 this, for exanple, like this -- the beaver house
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1 nmust have been sticking out off the water,

2 probably about three feet. But all of that is

3 dried up, you can see the runways.

4 | have nore pictures but this is all
5 brought, just for exanple. And another thing too,
6 if I can just cover a little bit of what they've
7 been sharing with you.

8 And ny nane is Angus Dysart anyway.

9 And Mani toba Hydro started having

10 nmeetings with the |ocal people of South Indian

11 Lake around the late '60s for the Churchill River
12 Di version, and the damm ng of Mssi Falls and

13 Sout h Channel. The Churchill River, that M ssi
14 Falls was the main one, and they had anot her snal
15 channel that was called South Channel. This was
16 about 70 mles fromthe community of South |ndian
17 Lake, where this Mssi Falls and the South

18 Channel. So they dammed off, they just rocked off
19 Mssi Falls, just closed it right off. And they
20 had a little control damthere in the South

21 Channel. Then on the other site, when you cone
22 toward south, that Rat River, it's another

23 controlled dam Like that slowy opened in the
24 winter to let out the water to turn the turbines

25 al ong li ke Kel sey, wherever the turbines are that
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1 produce power.
2 Now, that's when this devastating
3 time -- look here. Now, before the project was

4  conpleted, South Indian Lake was a pristine | ake.
5 The worl d's producers of export white fish, and

6 these were abundance of fish too. Like at that

7 tinme South Indian Lake itself was self-sufficient.
8 VWhich is -- that was in ny great, great

9 grandnother's tinme. Like | don't know how nmany
10 years they lived there, but when I think of it, ny
11 great grandnother had 25 kids, and by the tine

12 was born, | seen all of ny uncles and ny aunties.
13 So anyways, which tells nme they well managed their
14 resources.

15 You know, like here is sone of the

16 pictures that | got fromthe conputer. So you can
17 see that it was a well pristine | ake, you can just
18 tell by looking at it. It was blue crystal clear
19 water. That was the community, part of the

20 community, but they lived along the shore right

21 fromthe south end down to the north end of those
22 shores.

23 And then these are ny grandnothers

24 here, at the age of maybe about 80 or 90 years

25 old, they were still raising -- this was, July 1st
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1 used to be our Indian days, and then all of the

2 ol d peopl e woul d conpete too. And you would be
3 amazed, just fromlooking at the pictures, how

4 well they were like living right out of the

5 comunity. You know, like right from harvesting
6 fish, you know, noose, wheat, birds.

7 So as | go on, and as | said the

8 world' s producer of export white fish, an

9 abundance of fish, also an abundance for fishernen
10 to catch and commercial fishing. Also an

11 abundance of aninmals, like trap animals, |ike

12 beaver, nuskrat, otter, mnk, martin, fox, there
13 was abundance of themtoo, to be trapped by the
14 trappers.

15 After the Churchill River Diversion
16 was conplete, it was devastating them Fishing
17 dropped, no nore exporting white fish, and | ess
18 animals to trap, and lots of | and erosion,

19 pollution to the water. Al so when they hold the
20 water back to the level in the summer in along the
21 | ake and rivers of the Churchill River Diversion,
22 beavers built their beaver houses along the | ake
23 and rivers, also otter and nmuskrats build their
24  bang holes along the river and | akes.

25 So anyways, like in the sumer, this
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1 is the original |evel of South Indian, which they

2 usual ly hold it back, eh. And then when you think
3 of it, like the nuskrats and the beaver, where

4 they build their beaver houses woul d be the

5 original level of the |lake and the rivers. You

6 know -- well, you know all of this, when they did

7 the Diversion all of our |ake, our nedicine, which
8 we get fromwater and everything. And nost of

9 all, what affected it the nost, where they nost

10 made their livelihood fromwas the fishing. It

11 was the world' s export white fish that were

12 harvested fromthe South Indian Lake area at that

13 tinme. But nowwth all of this Churchill River

14 Di versi on damage, all of the fish dropped

15 continental, and there is not nmuch fish now today.
16 It would be lucky if they catch 100,000 pounds in

17 the season.

18 And before that, before this Churchill
19 River Diversion cane into effect, after the

20 proj ect was done, they used to get 800, 000 pounds

21 on awinter. And then they used to get it -- they
22 used to fish, catch a bunch of fish, they used to

23 get anot her adjustnment of 800,000 pounds. So

24 you're looking at over a mllion pounds for

25 winter. And then the sane thing with the sunmer,
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1 800, 000 pounds, they caught that limt in no tine.

2 Then they get the sane adjustnent, they adjust

3 their limt.

4 And why | know all of this stuff,

5 because | was younger and | used to pack fish when
6 | got older, when | was 16, when | got ny first,

7 ny social insurance nunber, 16 years old. |

8 packed fish, and | had to pack fish at canp 3 and
9 canp 9 in Lou Narrows, used to take turns working
10 in those canps. They would transfer us. | was

11 only a student at that tinme. | would only work in
12 the summer. So |'ve seen it.

13 But | haven't got the pictures. |

14  thought | had sonme, but when | dig in the pictures
15 inny files, these are just recently taken, what
16 it was |ike after they raised the Churchill River

17 Di versi on, South |Indi an Lake D versi on.

18 So anyways, | will continue on here a
19 little bit, finish reading ny letter at | east.

20 And t hen when they dropped the water
21 in the winter, beavers die in their beaver house,

22 otter, muskrats die in their bang holes, and al
23 of the dead carcasses end up in the water, when
24 they hold the water back to its level in the

25 sunmmer. Also nore erosion. See, all the, like
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1 the shorelines, it will be just conpletely
2 different every year because they erode into the
3 water. And all of that erosion, all of the wllow
4 trees, popular, birch, whatever trees stand on the
5 shoreline, it all ends up back into the water.
6 And it's down in deep where nobody knows, it's
7 under water. But if anybody wants to check that
8 out, they're welcone to it, but they're under
9 there. Because where else would all of these
10 trees on the shoreline go? Sinple answer, it goes
11 right to the bottom and stays there.
12 And this is why the |lake itself is
13 affected drastically, because of erosion,
14 pollution, fromall of the dead carcasses from al
15 of these years. Well, it has been over 42 years
16 now when Hydro conpleted their project, and this
17 has been going on, like I call it, it's a 42-year
18 cycle, cycling the sane way every year. And that
19 | ake will never be in the original way like it was
20  before.
21 When | grew up they prom sed 30 years,
22 they said everything will be the original |evel
23 and everything will be the sane. But |I'm al nost
24 going to be an elder now nyself. | haven't seen
25 that day yet. And yet when this project was
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1 supposed to -- canme into effect at South Indian, |

2 was one of the young children that growed up, like
3 nost of these people sitting here.

4 And Hydro prom sed to prosper, like

5 they said, clearly, and anybody here | guess wl|
6 agree with nme, when they used to hold neetings --
7 but knowi ng, like ny dad, | always used to tel

8 him take notes, wite in black and white and get
9 himto sign it. But at that tine, verbally,

10 peopl e believed in what anybody said, they figured
11 t hey woul d keep their prom se. But now today,

12 what ever they prom se, you don't see nothing like

13 that there. Like once they got the okay and

14 licence to do the Churchill River Diversion, once
15 that was done -- | don't know, they totally forgot
16 about nme. | was one of the young generation, they

17 totally forgot about ne and all of these people
18 that live in South Indian Lake. Especially them

19 they put up with all of this, and that's what

20 affects the Churchill R ver D version

21 And you know, that's pretty well what
22 | can share. You know, |ike nyself when | was
23 growing up, | had a famly com ng up too. So,

24 had seen ny fishing was gone, so | had to try and

25 get anot her place to have an income to support ny
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1 famly.
2 | didn't do this on ny own, sonebody
3 had to cone in there and ruin nmy |ife, because
4 this was ny future. 1've seen ny dad fish a |ot
5 of tinmes, and I went with himwhen | was younger.
6 He woul d have ten nets, and in the norning, we had
7 until 5:00 o' clock in the norning right until
8 about 9:00. And then that boat would be full and
9 he woul d drop nme off on the shoreline to dress the
10 fish for him And then when he finished doing the
11 ot her five, he would cone in and help ne. And
12 what we dressed for our first lift, he would | oad
13 themup and take themto the main canp where they
14 sell fish. And this went on for years, because |
15 can clearly renenber. But that's all -- that was
16 all changed in the year of 1975, in the fall of
17 1975.
18 And | thank you for your tinme. And
19 then as an environnmental people, | hope you can
20 see the picture clearly, how devastating it is for
21 t hese people in South Indian, and for ne too.
22 Like that was really a turn over in nmy future.
23 And a |l ot of people made it out of South Indian as
24 mllionaires too, because |I know that, | seen it.
25 And that airways is still going today, | think,
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1 that CalmAir. W nade ourselves -- we went only

2 one toboggan, one net.

3 CH EF CHRI S BAKER: Lanmb Air
4 ANGUS DYSART: Yeah, Lanb air.
5 CH EF CHRI S BAKER. Calm Lanmb were

6 there. There were about seven buyers that used to
7 conme in there and buy.

8 As you can see, just fromthis smnall

9 group of our people, there have been ot her people,
10 there's people in Wnni peg, Portage, Brandon,

11 everywhere, even in B.C., right to the east coast,
12 Nova Scotia, our people are there.

13 THE CHAI RVAN:  Your people?

14 CH EF CHRIS BAKER Yes. They had to
15 nove. \What else? Ontario, Saskatchewan, Al berta,
16 a lot of the young people, they go work at the oi
17 m nes and the other mnes that are there,

18 enpl oynment opportunities there. Sonme of them

19 noved here, |ike Angus started at Leaf and then he
20 noved here because the m ne shut down in Leaf

21 Rapi ds.

22 JOHN- JOHN BAKER: | have a question

23 for you. This conm ssion, after you find out al
24 of this information that we are giving you guys,

25 you people, and Hydro is after final |icensing,
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1 that final licensing, this is what's going to

2 happen again to us, if they get that. After they

3 got their licence, their interimlicence, they

4  forgot about South Indian Lake. And if they get

5 their final licence, again it's going to happen,

6 and then this is a total waste of time, nothing

7 cones of it.

8 CH EF CHRI S BAKER  Ckay.

9 JOHN- JOHN BAKER: CQur lands will keep
10 eroding, our fish will keep dying, and our people,
11 a lot faster than the rest of our country.

12 CH EF CHRI S BAKER  You guys are

13 m ssing gaps in your curul ative review, huge ones.
14 Somebody is lying to you, even to you. And that |
15 can fairly say is Manitoba and Manitoba Hydro.

16 Even the Department of Fisheries and Cceans has a
17 responsibility to this process. W've gone to

18 them we've sat with them lan and | went and sat
19 with then, when? Last fall, right?

20 JOHN- JOHN BAKER: They lied to the

21  whole world, Manitoba Hydro, on big bill boards.

22 |'ve seen a native girl standing in front of a

23 falls and saying clean, renewable energy. Have
24  you seen that billboard of Mnitoba Hydro? That's

25 alie. That's false advertising. And nobody does
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1 not hi ng about it.

2 CH EF CHRI S BAKER But we still, you
3 still have to take -- you know, the world is

4 el ectronic now, everything, our whole lives is

5 imrersed init, you have walls around it.
6 ANGUS DYSART: Maybe | will share a
7 little bit of that. | was -- one of the RSLs,

8 Sout h I ndi an Lake, RSL of South Indian Lake, | was

9 the president at one tinme. And they have to

10 travel in places. Like, | went to the States too.
11 The sane thing, like the way you' re sitting now

12 hearing our -- how we were affected. But | don't
13 know whatever -- and | never got any feedback from

14 them But when | went there, the way Manitoba

15 Hydro advertised, |like the way they treat the

16 peopl e that were affected by the flood, |ike them
17 people there in the States, they thought we

18 were -- like, for exanple, they thought our

19 streets were paved wi th gold.

20 |'ve got other pictures besides these,
21 | have a few nore but | don't bring themall.

22 Because | worked on this for years for the RSL of
23 South I ndian Lake. And I'mnot going to bullshit
24 anybody about anything, but it's only through

25 knowl edge and through my experience that |'ve had
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1 that I want stuff to cone good for the people, and

2 not only for me. Like, I'"'mstill pushing nyself

3 to get a bit of conpensation from Manitoba Hydro.
4 | don't nean 5,000. Wsat they have destroyed,

5 it's going to be -- never going to be neasured by
6 noney or by anything. But it will be nice to live
7 on a clean environnental place at |east, so when
8 step out I wll be happy. But that's not going to
9 happen to us. Like there are a few probl ens.

10 Il will tell you, for exanple, that

11 | ake itself, South Indian is affected every year.
12 Al of the dead carcasses and all of the erosion,
13 the trees, you know, and whatnot into the water,
14 and it turns to nercury and it's not fit to drink.
15 Li ke, when | share this with people they can't

16 believe it, howthey let us -- like I was from

17 South I ndian nmyself too, but when | seen this

18 wasn't going anywhere, ny future wasn't planning
19 out for Mnitoba, which they prom sed to prosper,
20 the future generation to prosper. | waited there
21 and hang around there, but | never seen that cone.
22 So | had to take some other steps besides waiting.
23 And now |I'mone of the elders. |'ve
24 never had a knock on the door from Manitoba Hydro

25 telling nme this was the bright future that he
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1 prom sed ne after he affected ny entire conmunity

2 and ny livelihood and the nedication that |'ve

3 got. Like | had a good, like | growed up there

4 and | had a good life with ny grandfather, ny

5 grandnot her, ny nother and ny father. | didn't --
6 | didn't go to school nuch, but then, you know,

7 when you' re thinking about all of these people

8 that | talked to, and they growed up, they had the
9 knowl edge. They showed nme. They managed their

10 own resources for generations. Like for that

11 fishing too, a |lot of people canme and fished

12 there, but then they still managed. And Mnitoba
13 Hydro al ways sai d bigger |ake, nore fish. And |
14 dread to tell ny dad this, it's not going to

15 happen |i ke that dad, no. When you raise

16 sonething other than the original |evel of the

17 | ake, you're going to get everything polluted. It
18 wll be just |ike poison.

19 And today | still see it. Manitoba
20 Hydro said it will clear up itself in 30 years.

21 It hasn't cleared up at all, it's getting worse.
22 Like | said, it's a 42-year cycle already.

23 NORA SPENCE: M nanme is Nora. | just
24 wanted to say a few things as well, being born and

25 raised in South |Indian Lake. Li ke I'm not that
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1 old yet, but growing up in South Indian Lake at ny

2 age, like |I've seen the devastations to our

3 shorelines that has been brought up here today.

4  And when you | ook at our |ake today, like it's

5 really saddening and it's very di sheartening.

6 Wen you | ook down to the | ake where it was once
7 so beautiful, |ike today when you | ook at our own
8 children when they are down at the lake trying to
9 enjoy the | ake, they can't swi mdown there, but

10 they do. The water is not clean. |It's very

11 dirty. [It's unsafe for our children. Not only
12 the water being so corroded, it's the safety with
13 the high current that goes right through our

14 conmuni ty.

15 And | think that with you guys being
16 here today, it's unfortunate we are unable to be
17 in our conmunity in front of all of our people,

18 because what you heard today is just a little bit.
19 Like there is so many people who have their

20 stories back honme. Especially sitting with a | ot
21 of our elders as well, | think that their stories
22 shoul d be told and heard. Because, you know, they
23 carry -- they know the history, they've been

24 living in our lands for generations past and there

25 has been so many changes that have occurred. And
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1 also | think that hearing our stories is, | think
2 that you need to see for yourselves, you need to
3 actually conme to South Indian and see, go out on
4 the |ake and visually see, take photos, docunent
5 these things that are being said, because it's the
6 only way to truly believe what we are speaking
7 about is, you know, to actually experience it with
8 us. And I think that, you know, there should be
9 an invite to you guys to cone to our comrunity for
10 that, and also to speak to our community nenbers.
11 Because there is a |ot nore that needs to be said.
12 Again, a few others have nenti oned
13 that they were never given the opportunity to
14 speak, they were never given the opportunity to
15 express the devastation that they've experienced
16 all of these years. Like even our children, our
17 children today need to be heard.
18 Lots has changed in our, you know,
19 that has changed in the way our |ifestyles are
20 conpared to the way we were brought up, being
21 brought up at fish canps, for exanple. | was
22 brought up at a fish canp in the sunmer nonths.
23 W were out on the lake, like I would say 75
24  per cent of the year with our famlies. And back
25 then it was great, because you worked together as
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1 a famly with your parents, with your siblings.

2 And now our famlies can't even do
3 that, they can't take their famlies out on the

4 | ake, they can't do that today. But back then it

5 was -- you know, that's why famlies were so
6 cl ose.
7 It's a close knit comunity, right,

8 where we cone from from South Indian. But today
9 we are so separated because, again, we are limted
10 enploynent, and that's why many have chosen to

11 | eave our community to, you know, cone out here

12 and work, provide for their famlies. Lots have.
13 My children had to conme out -- well,
14 not only ny children, but our children that have
15 to | eave our communities to get educated to get

16 better jobs out here. See, that's famly

17 separation right there. And it has inpacted a | ot
18 of our comunity nenbers.

19 Al so like, a few have brought up

20 regardi ng our shorelines. |'ma resource user, ny
21 husband and | spend a |lot of tine out on the |ake,
22 year after year. And we see so nuch changes every
23 year. It just gets worse and worse. Like, you

24 know, we |ove to hunt, we love to fish. But we

25 can't live on that, | mean, you know, for incomne
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1 wse, we can't live on that. But that's why we

2 have to get jobs, we have to get enployed. But to
3 harvest for our famly in regards to the noose,

4 the caribou, the fish, and you know, our resources
5 are deteriorating year after year. Qur npose,

6 |ike soneone nentioned our nobose, it's -- our

7 noose eat and drink fromour waters, the |ake

8 that's being contam nated year after year. You

9 know, they drink and eat fromthere, and then we
10 eat the noose, you know. There's sickness that

11 cones fromthat. And year after year we are

12 experiencing nore and nore illnesses to nmany of

13 our community nenbers, that our people are dying
14 fromwhat they're exposed to, just from our own

15 backyar d.

16 Even with like trapping, people used
17 to sustain thenselves with trapping, fishing. But
18 i ke, you know, this tine of year is, you know,

19 when trappers really | ook towards that incone to
20 provide for their famlies for, you know, this

21 time of year, like the holiday com ng up, they

22 can't even do that because the fur bearing animals
23 as well are gone. How are they supposed to neet
24 the needs for their famly for Christnmas when that

25 was their source of inconme for their honme?




RCEA South Indian Lake December 7, 2017

Page 115
1 Qur people were not -- barely

2 educat ed, they did not understand the devastation
3 that was going to be inpacted upon their |ives.

4 " m speaking now in regards to ny parents, for

5 exanple. M father grew up fromthe land, it

6 provided for us, for us children, it provided for
7 his wife. And because of the flood, ny father

8 lost his |ife because of the way the water and the
9 ice affected the currents, right? And then he

10 went through the ice where he always travell ed,

11 and then one day he went by there, and gone.

12 And he left, he had a w dow that had
13 to, she had to provide for her children all by

14 hersel f, when ny father was the main provider for
15 our famly. And that's not only for ny famly,

16 that's a lot of other famly nmenbers that had the
17 sane situation as mne. And | think that needs to
18 be heard too.

19 So I'm asking before anything is ever
20 finalized, you need to conme, you need to hear our
21 peopl e, you need to listen to them And | think
22 that it's time that sonebody |listens. Like people
23 have expressed thensel ves, you're saying. W've
24 cone again and again and expressed our feelings of

25 what we are faced with. How many nore tinmes do we
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1 go around this cycle that they have nenti oned?

2 Li ke we need to be heard, our people

3 need to be heard. CQur children need to be heard,
4 our young people. Because you know, our comrunity
5 is going through a lot. And the way, you know,

6 nodern day society is now, it's getting harder

7 It's harder to neet the needs of our people,

8 because they can't -- again, you know, people

9 can't sustain thenselves the way they used to, and
10 that's been said over and over again. But |

11 t hi nk, you know, we need people to help us find

12 solutions. Were do we go fromhere? What does
13 our future look Iike? Is it going to continue the
14 way it has been? And if it is, if it does, then
15 things are going to be far worse in the future for
16 our children and our grandchildren.

17 Qur people are suffering. They've

18 been suffering for a long tine. And I think that,
19 you know, we need answers, our people need to know
20 where do we go fromhere? And whose

21 responsibility is it? Is it Hydro, is it the

22 province, or is it Canada? Wwo is going to cone
23 and say, okay, let's sit and find solutions; or we
24  wll just wite your stories down and take it

25 away, and agai n naybe next generation we'll cone
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1 and talk to your children? Like, how nmany -- it

2 has been what, three, four generations since the
3 Diversion. And | think it's tine.

4 JOHN- JOHN BAKER: I f you think about
5 that, you know, the devastation that we tal k about
6 on our | ake, that there is so nmuch opportunity

7 there for jobs as environnmental people. That

8 coul d be cl eaned, and every single nenber of our
9 comunity could be enployed with this boat and

10 notor on it, snowmwbiles in the winter tinme, all
11  of that could work within it. And Manitoba woul d
12 get a bonus out of it, and Manitoba Hydro woul d
13 get good PR saying, hey, we're cleaning up this
14  fuck up that we did -- excuse ny |anguage. But
15 it's not being done, not enough, you know.

16 There is ten boats in our communities
17 that go out on the |ake. There used to be 187

18 fishernmen on the | ake, not in them 10 boats.

19 There is 30 people that have boats. W could

20 expand that. It would be beneficial for our

21 comunity, our people, our country, our col onies.
22 And it's only being done, just a little bit, by
23 those ten boats that | nentioned. And that's what
24  they put out and said, hey, we've created for you

25 for six weeks out of 52 weeks. W' re supposed to
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1 make a living on that, our retirenent plan and our

2 children's education, on six weeks a year? And

3 there is opportunity there to expand that, to nmake
4 it bigger, to enploy our people, and better our

5 river system clean our waters. Nobody pushes it.
6 We do, we bring that up at neetings.
7 | don't know. And you are a comm ssion of

8 envi ronnment al people. Mybe if you pushed the

9 i ssue for us and nmention this and say, hey, it's
10 not only for them people, but also for the future
11 of your children, a cleaner world, a cleaner

12 earth, cleaner waters. All of this water goes

13 into the ocean, and that's where life conmes from
14 the water. And not only South Indian Lake, but
15 every Aboriginal community that's connected to

16 this river systemthat Hydro has screwed up

17 totally, all of those people are probably in the
18 sanme situation as our comunity, where their

19 children don't have jobs, they don't have no

20 future. But yet they have mllions in job

21 opportunities to clean up the river. Like nobody
22 woul d provide the noney to do that. These people
23 t hat are maki ng noney, |ike Manitoba Hydro naking
24 billions of dollars fromthis industry, and

25 Mani t oba getting sonme of that, and Canada. And
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1 yet it's the people, the native people that don't

2 get a penny.

3 CH EF CHRI S BAKER Ckay. Back to the
4 gaps that we first nentioned and the

5 responsi bility on your shoulders in filling those
6 gaps, and nmaking sure that those assessnents and

7 the findings and the data is collected. | think

8 it is your responsibility and your duty to nmake

9 sure. W can express and tal k about all of these

10 others things, we have lots -- we could express a
11 | ot of the devastation that we experienced.
12 The real gist of it is to make sure

13 that those people, those entities and the

14 governnments that allow that to take place, through
15 t he processes and that, and the rules and

16 regul ations that are required to obtain the

17 i cences, and al so the environnmental assessnents
18 and the inpacts and all of that kind of stuff that
19 we are fully aware of. And | don't envy you a

20 bit, but that's what you need to -- you are

21 appoi nted by the Governnent of Manitoba, you are
22 sanctioned by the authorities that apply the | aws
23 and rules, and it's by your judgnent and your

24 findings that you will identify those gaps.

25 And the other further matter that is
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1 required, particularly the traditional know edge,

2 and al so the proper consultation process that

3 needs to take place to make it a closed circle.

4 And then the infornmed decisions that we have to

5 make based on -- because no di srespect, your

6 assessnent of the community regional effects,

7 they've failed, they're flawed. It's you that's

8 going to say, yes, it's flawed, yes, it has to be
9 enhanced, yes, it has to be filled in the gaps.

10 But if you don't, then you'll hear our
11 dead spirits haunting you and your famlies -- |'m
12 just kidding. You are the ones that have to live
13 with that consciously, inrealizing did | do a

14 good job, did | do ny due diligence, did | do what
15 | was conmitted to do in respect to this? And al
16 of you are well educated, well versed, well

17 know edgeabl e, so you have no excuse. You can't
18 claimignorance in respect to your roles and

19 responsibilities. And you nust go back and tel

20 t hese people, these entities that enployed you and
21 gi ven you such a terrible task and responsibility.
22 But the good thing is, | believe that through this
23 process, | think that you would rightfully do the
24 right thing and tell them we failed, you have to

25 go back and correct and be responsible.
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1 JOHN- JOHN BAKER:  And not only for one

2 year until they get their licence but as |ong as

3 that river flows.

4 CH EF CHRI S BAKER  Because | don't
5 know the -- your assessnent, cunul ative assessnent
6 of the Churchill and the Wnni peg water regine,

7 does that give everybody the green |ight and say,
8 well, everything is okay? As you well know, it

9 isn"t. | don't know what the end result of your
10 tasks are. You have never told us. W were just
11 asked to conme together to talk, dialogue, and

12 share, but you haven't told us what your roles and
13 responsibilities are. You've told us your

14  educational background and where you cone from
15 what you've done, which is inportant to nme to

16 under st and what degree of authority and degree of
17 education and your ability to assess it as it

18 really is. And obviously sonebody checked your
19 backgrounds, and checked where you came from
20 where you lived, since you were a kid, and said,
21 hey, these are the people that we need. Because
22 you all hold authority in your respective fields.
23 And so when you say sonet hing, sonmebody will say
24 they can't be lying because they know. Just like

25 us, we have traditional knowl edge. W could
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1 chal | enge yours and we woul d probably be parallel

2 wi th you or maybe even above you. No disrespect,
3 but we're the ones that live there. And you've

4 never come to ask us, which is really

5 di srespectful, and shameful, not on your part but
6  whoever assigned you to do this. But the good

7 thing is it has conme forward.

8 Now t he real question is, what are you
9 going to do? And how are you going to do it? And
10 who are you going to nmake responsible to ensure

11 that those things are foll owed through thoroughly,
12 fill in the gaps?

13 But some of the things that you need
14 to knowis, there is no studies on the shoreline.
15 There is fluctuations of the water and the effects
16 of it. You can't tell us, you can't even go to

17 court because you'd get thrown out. You're a

18 | awyer, you would know that. If you took the case
19 forward you woul d get your ass kicked, because you
20 have a | ack of data, you have a | ack of evidence,
21 you have a lack of tangible data that can

22 substantiate your findings. But you have to live
23 with that, if you make that deci sion.

24 | wouldn't want to. | would rather

25 say, hey, there is huge gaps here, there is huge
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1 data m ssing, particularly consultation and i nput

2 fromthe people that live in that region. It's
3 fair to say there is no data, there is no

4 collection of data on the shoreline, the adverse
5 effect on the shoreline or things that live from
6 it. And that needs to be addressed.

7 THE CHAI RVAN:  Yes.

8 CH EF CHRI'S BAKER  So you realize

9 that. And there is no consultation process with
10 us, there is no participation. Because if they
11 ask me, I"'mgoing to call you out on it, and I

12 have got |lots of witnesses here. W have this
13 woman writing everything that | say. And we have
14 scientists, we have good advisors, we are not

15 uneducat ed.

16 THE CHAI RVAN:  No.

17 CH EF CHRI S BAKER. W have | awers
18 too. W have biologists, zool ogists,

19 hydr ol ogi sts, engi neers. W have botanists too,
20 teachers, social workers. W have arse holes |ike
21 nme that say, hey, buddy, straighten out. [|'m not
22 afraid to tell you guys that, because it's the
23 truth. We wouldn't conme here and lie to you

24 So out of respect, we ask and we

25 dermand that you nust go forward and tell themin
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1 your report that there are huge holes. And we are

2 not the ones that made those hol es or those gaps.
3 It was not our responsibility. W weren't the

4 ones that said, hey, go flood South Indian Lake,

5 go nake it a reservoir, let's screw up the

6 ecosystem Canada stood by and allowed it to

7 happen. So did Manitoba. So did the entities

8 that are responsible to them They covered it up.
9 This is like residential school,

10 buddy, and we're the people, we're the w tnesses.

11 We're the ones that | ost.

12 When Nora tells you about Al bert,
13 used to hunt with himwhen | was a boy, | used to
14 fish wth his dad. | used to trap with his

15 father, | trapped and fished with John-John and

16 Gerald. And | seen these wonen out there, working
17 the land. What we are telling you is the truth.
18 And that's been broken down. And peopl e have just
19 put their head in the sand, closed their eyes.

20 Justice, justice is blind, it's true. But | think
21 what you guys nust do is to correct it, balance it
22 out .

23 Some of the things that | know, | have
24 read enough, studi ed enough, that what you put in

25 your reports will be, okay, things are fine, but
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1 they're not. Because we are in a process, and we

2 are tired, we are tired of fighting, we are tired
3 of being ignored. [It's terrible.

4 JOHN-JOHN BAKER:  We are the | ast

5 generation that knows what we've lost. Qur

6 children don't knowit, what we've |ost, or our

7 grandchi l dren, but we do. And after we're dead,

8 it will be just what you guys have in the books.

9 CH EF CHRI S BAKER  And t he ot her

10 thing too, I"'mglad that our vice chief has

11 brought that to your attention, one of the things
12 that we do, that you nust do, | won't say you wl|
13 do or you have to do, but you nust do this; you
14 must cone to our community and | ook at the

15 conditions, the housing that they gave us, the

16 chal l enges that they've left us, the jewel that

17 t hey have given us to shine, at all seasons, even
18 in the wintertinme, even they say -- we've argued,
19 Art and I, Leslie and council, we have argued with
20 Hydro about safe ice trails. They limt it. They
21 say, well, everybody has to follow this trail but
22 if you go off the trail that's your

23 responsibility. You are liable. And they put us,
24  chief and council |iable for what? For sonething

25 that we had nothing to do about on the unsafeness
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1 of traveling the |ake, or on the ice?
2 JOHN- JOHN BAKER: Take the |ives of
3 our fishermen. | read that, what Chief Chris is
4 talking about. Like we are liable for our
5 fishernmen that go on the | ake for what Hydro and
6 Mani t oba has done. There hasn't been anybody paid
7 for the loss of life in South Indian Lake using
8 the environnent, ever.
9 CH EF CHRI'S BAKER  Yeah, there's
10 peopl e that have hit deadheads. Like | said, they
11 fl ew out of the boat, they drown.
12 JOHN- JOHN BAKER:  And fallen through
13 the ice.
14 CH EF CHRI' S BAKER  Yeah, because of
15 t he change of currents. Like you imgine that the
16 current used to go north, nowit's going south.
17 And there's islands that have been nade because of
18 the erosion of the land. And then when you go
19 t hrough t hese channels, the current changes. |It's
20 like putting a pedal on a rock, or a rock on a bhig
21 stream and it creates backwards, it creates other
22 kind of, different kind of a systemor stream of
23 current. It's sinple, | nean, it's logically
24 si nply thought out process, if you do sonething to
25 sonet hing, then of course there's going to be an
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1 effect.

2 But when sonebody says to you there

3 are no effects, if we damover here at Keeyask at
4 the Odie Rver, it won't have an effect at South

5 I ndi an Lake. That's not true. O if we dam

6 Wiskwatim there is no adverse effects. O if we
7 dam Notigi and put a control structure on there,

8 there is no effects. O the reservoir that's

9 bei ng rel eased, there's no effects. That's not

10 true. [It's a bunch of bullshit, lies. W are not
11 stupi d peopl e.

12 When our children go down -- like we
13 protect our children, we tell themdon't go down
14 the bank. And what Nora expressed about our

15 chil dren swi nm ng, they grow sores on their skin,
16 that's not normal. They do swi nmm ng and then they
17 grow rashes and sores that you have to go to get
18 antibiotics to counter the infection.

19 These things were not studi ed, these
20 were not planned, they were not part of the

21 process that you are responsible to wite about,
22 and make sure that they were done accordingly. It
23 didn't take all of these things, the know edge and
24 the data that they accunul ated, before, during, in

25 between, after, and into the future. That's what
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1 a regional effects assessnent is about.

2 And | will bet you all of your

3 paycheques, all your pensions, your hones, your
4  trucks, whatever you own, that you have not done
5 that. |If you can say that you' ve done it, then
6 wll shut up and | eave you alone. W will. But
7 you can't, because we know that. W are

8 know edgeabl e of it. W know howto read. W

9 know how to use a conputer. W know how to find

10 dat a.
11 | can show you through these changes
12 of the Acts. | don't believe that Hydro has ever

13 foll owed the regul ations, or met the required

14 requi renents through the regulations to keep their
15 licence; or even the interimlicence that they

16 use, they haven't even had any consultation

17 what soever since '96, or '86, when they got it and
18 received it. Not one year that | renenber them
19 comng to us and sayi ng, guess what, we're going
20 to add another two and a half feet of water,

21 because we experinmented with your lives for nine
22 years, so here is our conclusion, we need an

23 additional two and a half feet, because Lake

24  Wnnipeg can't generate it. Therefore, in our

25 system the nost |ogical and econom cal way that
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1 we can neet the denmand of electricity that's

2 required, not only here in Manitoba but for export
3 sales, will cone from here.

4 The Departnent of Fisheries and

5 Qceans, there is a process, there are penalties

6 that they need and have to neet. It starts at

7 500, 000, the first tinme, when you get caught or

8 sonebody tells on you, that goes up to | think

9 about 12 mllion after that, right? There is

10 stages. And not once has anybody been penalized
11 t hrough that process, and those rules and

12 regul ations that apply.

13 There isn't even identification of

14 classifications of what those |icences are

15 supposed to be at. Nobody even has the ability or
16 the courage to say, hey, this should be a Canada
17 Cl ean Environnment Assessnent Act process. Because
18 if you add it all up and if you read the Act

19 itself, it clearly states in there that anything
20 above and beyond, |ike Wiskwatim |ike Keeyask,

21 Manit oba Premier tells us, the province, that this
22 is what, a two, $3 billion project, shot way over
23 budget. So was Wiskwatim Read the Act. The

24 Federal Governnment has a responsibility on huge

25 projects |like that.
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1 Then on top of that they get the m ne

2 to determne or define what is navigable

3 waterways. So if you think about it fromour view

4 and say, well, South Indian Lake is no |onger, the
5 Churchill River is no |onger a navigable

6 identified waterway, well, what idiot wuld have

7 t hought of that? | went and seen the Mnister in
8 Ni agara Falls, | met her, and | said Mnister, who

9 did this? Don't you know this country was based
10 on and built on navigable waters? GCh, yes. Well,
11  what built this country? I|I'mplaying with her to
12 see how know edgeabl e she is. It was through the
13 Treaty, the beaver, the fur, right? And guess
14 what, all of those people had to go through South
15 I ndi an Lake down the Churchill River to get to the
16 Port of Churchill, and get to York Landing, York
17 Factory. Well, isn't that navigable? Huge river
18 Then they turned it into a |lake. Nobody said shit
19 about it. It's okay. And that's your
20 responsibility, and that's every one of you to
21 say, hey, sonething is wong here, we nust fix it.
22 Mnimally we nust correct what we did wong to
23 t hese peopl e that have adversely and have
24  devastated their lives forever.

25 It's serious business when you -- just
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1 recently one of our nephews -- son, hung hinself,

2 not too long ago. He was what? 20 years ol d?

3 W LBUR WOOD:  21.

4 CH EF CHRIS BAKER  Hi s uncle found

5 him and as John-John says, one of those boys that
6 he tal ks about is ny son. He was 18. Try to live
7 with that and try to understand that, and then try
8 and enpathise with that. You can't. It's

9 i npossi ble for you to do that. But you have a

10 huge responsibility that you nmust do, and nake

11 sure that these people and these entities,

12 Mani t oba, Manitoba Hydro, and Canada and the

13 Department of Fisheries and everybody else that's
14 responsible, that devel oped these rules and

15 regul ations and the | aws, have to be put to task
16 to make sure that they' re adhered to and foll owed.
17 O else what the hell are they doing there?

18 And proper conpensation and

19 accomodat i ons under the consultation process, the
20 accommodation to consult, accomodation to do al
21 of those things, they haven't done that for us.

22 Like | said before, and we've all expressed it,

23 they | ooked at us as squatters. |In 2005 that

24  changed, after we becane the 63rd First Nation

25 officially in Manitoba. And we fought that battle
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1 for 98 years and 8 nonths to get recognition. But

2 we did not give up and we did not go away.

3 So you have to understand that people
4 have tried to hide this for various reasons. Lots
5 of careers have been built because of this,

6 political careers. Ed Schreyer was what, 30 or 29
7 years old, | believe, when he got elected. And

8 even him he said that we will prosper, we wll

9 have all of these things, all of these huge great
10 bi g devel opnents will conme to be and we will share
11 in this prosperous process, when 10 per cent of

12 the First Nations communities have been adversely
13 affected by this effect. And that has not

14 happened either. That's a gap and that's

15 sonet hing that needs to be addressed.

16 Everybody el se in our experience got
17 conpensat ed under the Northern Fl ood Agreenent.

18 But us, we have to fight to get our $3 million

19 plus 8,500 acres of land. And they said, hey, you
20 guys got conpensated in the ROE. The trappers got
21 about $2.5 mllion, so did the fishernmen. But

22 again, if you read the reports there was about,

23 there was -- they identified about 478, 479 people
24 at the time living in South Indian. And renenber

25 what | said earlier, 1 per cent out of them the
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1 working people, 178 fishers and trappers that |
2 identified, one of themwas on social assistance,
3 maybe five of them were on pension. |mgine that?

4 Now fast forward 43 years ago to the future, the
5 vast majority of our people are on soci al

6 assistance. The vast mgjority of our people have,
7 you know, succunbed to al coholism drug abuse,

8 donesti c abuses, every kind of violence that you
9 can think of. And | don't think that's witten
10 anywhere.

11 JOHN- JOHN BAKER: I ncarcerated too.

12 CH EF CHRI S BAKER Yes. Qur young
13 men, because of viol ence, because they have no

14 self-esteem they have no future. It doesn't |ook
15 prosperous to us. |Inmgine, there was, | would say
16 1.3 mllion pounds of fish that came out of South
17 I ndi an annually. And every one of them peopl e,

18 all 178 people that had fishing |licences nade

19 approxi mately annually, just fromthat one source,
20 probably around 4 to $6,000 per year. That's

21 pretty prosperous in those days, that's about as
22 much as you guys make. And you took 14, 15 years
23 of your lives to get there. And it's portable.

24 W can't take our | ake where we want to go. W

25 have to live with it and what happens to it.
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1 Those things need to be exam ned.

2 JOHN- JOHN BAKER: These agreenents

3 t hat Hydro makes sayi ng, okay, this is how nuch

4 water we are allowed to do, that agreenent is

5 there, and they go over, they've gone over three
6 or four times their limt and nothing has

7 happened.

8 CH EF CHRIS BAKER  Mre than three or
9 four tinmes, and below it.

10 JOHN- JOHN BAKER:  And below it. And
11 isn't that a law? And that |aw has to be

12 foll owed. Like nmy brother says, these guys are
13 allowed to do just whatever they want to do

14  because they have that interimlicence already.
15 And they've broken it. Those agreenents are al
16 bul I shit. You know, |ike our Fishernen

17 Associ ation, our Trapper Association, the

18 Harvesting Association, all of that has been

19 broken, not by us. And nothing is being done.

20 It's just been struck out of the record and

21 continued on right to last year. They said it was
22 a fast snow thaw, but they closed that dam at

23 Notigi so Thonpson wouldn't flood, so they let us
24  fl ood.

25 CH EF CHRIS BAKER: There is lots of
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1 rich history here. Even if you think about it,

2 the Lake Wnnipeg water regine, they prefer to

3 flood up South Indian before they did that. They
4 had options, they had devel oped econom c --

5 econon ¢ exanpl es, everything, on how to do that

6 over there. But the fear that they had was they
7 woul d have a huge amount of |awsuits on that from
8 every comunity that surrounded Lake W nni peg and
9 the farners, and also the recreational activities
10 and the potential of the tourismthat was there.
11 So they left it alone and they said, let's go up
12 there. That's what happened. And that's what

13 took place. And what did they do? They did

14 nothing. And that's not right either. The other
15 thing that, you know, is |ike we don't even know,
16 and we' ve asked them right, we've asked themtine
17 and tinme again, when does this stop? Wen is it
18 going to hit the equilibriumof this |ake?

19 Even the great Dr. Suzuki, right, he
20 came to our community, we invited him he canme, an
21 international scientist |like himcane to our

22 comunity and listened to us. W talked to him
23 And he said that's a devastation, one of the worst
24 things that this country has allowed to happen,

25 this province, for the benefit -- that's real.
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1 Anot her exanple is | think in Al berta

2 where they've taken down dans, | think either that
3 or in British Colunbia that 1've read and studied
4 and they've taken it down, and the natural flow

5 has gone back and the fish, the sal non have cone
6 back, and they've re-devel oped and all of that

7 ot her kind of stuff, right?

8 But sonmet hing has to be found on

9 how -- the scale is, they say it starts around in
10 the '60s, this is in the late '60s or early '60s
11 is around $4 mllion, but you tines that by what
12 it is today and what it's worth, that would help
13 us at least battle the chall enges that we have.

14 Like with our children and their future, and the
15 right anount of infrastructure, water and sewage,
16 the roads, education, those kind of things are

17 inmportant. And that wasn't -- that was supposed
18 to be part of the plan, but they didn't follow

19 through with it. They did not.

20 They said they would, but they didn't.
21 They prom sed our nom and dads and our grandpas,
22 but it didn't happen. It didn't materialize.

23 So share with us change. What are you
24 going to do and how are you guys going to

25 acconplish this and what is your thoughts on what
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1 we're talking about here? And the other thing too
2 is, we would like to have a commtnent fromyou
3 guys to cone and see for yourself. | know your

4 report is due by January, sonmewhere in that tinme
5 frame that you have to have it and put it on the
6 table and produce it. But | think you are going
7 to -- if you did that you will do no justice to

8 what your responsibilities and roles are, and your
9 commtment to doing the right things that you

10 should do and you nmust do. | don't know where

11 you're going to find all of that information and
12 fill that huge gap, | don't know how you're going

13 to do it. Because next tine | see you, either one

14 of you, I"'mgoing to ask. Your diligence, your
15 responsi bility should be to fill those gaps, and
16 fill those mssing reports and the collective

17 data, particularly the traditional know edge that
18 you need, in order to nake it a whole, a realistic
19 and a truthful report. Because if you don't, then
20 you're going to -- your kids, if |I neet them |I'm
21 going to say, hey, | net your dad, big

22 bull shitter. | nmet your granny and your grandpa.
23 | don't nean to be rude or vicious, but that's

24  what you have to deal with. Because we are the

25 ones that have to live it.
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1 So | think that you need to seriously,

2 seriously look at it and consider it, and go back
3 and say, hey, we can't do a Regional Curul ative

4  Effect Assessnent because of these reasons. And

5 they're real, they're not just fabricated, they're
6 not just |last m nute thoughts.

7 What you guys shoul d have done way

8 back here is you should have cane to us first and
9 said, what do you think? Not at the el eventh hour
10 when you have to finish the report. And you're

11 supposed to be intelligent people, systematic, al
12 of that stuff; right? I'mnot trying to enbarrass
13 you or disrespect you, but that's how !l see it.

14 That's what shoul d have happened, and | don't know
15 why it didn't. Only you have the answer, as the
16 chair, so you've got bigger shoulders. That's why
17 we gave you the keys. | nmean, aren't | -- that's
18 why | wanted to be a | awyer.

19 M5. LEWS: [It's not too |ate.

20 CH EF CHRIS BAKER It is. You don't
21 know how ol d I am

22 JOHN- JOHN BAKER:  So | have a

23 guestion. Wat do you think -- what we have been
24  tal king about today, in your point of view, what

25 do you think will become, will they extend this
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1 process or will they say, okay, that's it, this is

2 the report, and we're closing it and accepting it,
3 and not fill in the gaps that we've been talking

4  about?

5 THE CHAI RVAN:  Wel |, they, the

6 Mnister, the Mnister has asked us to ook at, to
7 do | guess two or three things. One is to review
8 the report that has been prepared, you know, that
9 great big docunent.

10 CH EF CHRIS BAKER It's 145 page

11 docunent. Well, | read it, and that's why |I'm

12 telling you it's full of holes.

13 THE CHAIRVAN:  Well, I'mstill reading
14 it. | nean, |I've read a good part of it, maybe

15 not quite all of it yet, but I"mgoing to be

16 reading all of it by the time I'mdone here. So
17 t hey' ve asked us to review that document, nunber
18 one, reviewit. Nunber two, to talk to the

19 comunities and get their input, their thoughts as
20 to what they think about the docunent, what they
21 think its strengths and/ or weaknesses are. | have
22 totell you we are hearing nostly weaknesses. And
23 then to give a report back to the Mnister.

24 The first thing we are going to do is

25 make sure everything, and that is why we have Cece
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1 wth us, we are going to nake sure of two things;

2 one is that everything that we're sent in a

3 witten way is available to the governnment and to
4 Hydro, and to anyone el se who wants to see it, of
5 course; and two, that everything you tell us, such
6 as you' ve done here today, is also available, word
7 for word. So that's number one.

8 Nunber two is we are going to

9 sunmari ze, as best we can, all of those views, and
10 we are getting views loud and clear. It's not an
11 easy job, as Doug here can tell you, he has been
12 tearing out his -- should |I say tearing out your

13 hai r, Doug?

14 DOUG SM TH:  You can say whatever you
15 want .
16 THE CHAIRMAN:  Trying to sunmarize it

17 because we have heard, frankly, we've got it from
18 you but others too, we've had an earful, and sone
19 of it very pointed. | know that you were polite
20 to say that you didn't nmean to offend us a few

21 times, but you gave it to us fairly direct. Not
22 just you, others have done this too. | think it's
23 alittle different in your case because | think it
24 would be fair to say you have had | ess invol venent

25 than sone of the other communiti es who did have
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1 sone invol venent, not because of this project but

2 because of Wiskwati m and Keeyask and sone ot her

3 Hydro projects that they were involved in. So

4 they have had nore input. So you have told us --
5 in doing this, one of the things that we have to
6 | ook at is what were the gaps in the study?

7 You've told us fromyour view what you think sone
8 of the gaps at |east were, fromyour comunity's
9 per specti ve.

10 CH EF CHRIS BAKER It's not what we
11 think, it's what we see and know about.

12 THE CHAI RVAN:  Ri ght.

13 CH EF CHRI' S BAKER  Because the

14 reports that are based on that canme from who?

15 Mani t oba and Hydro. Then where is the invol venent
16 of the First Nations peoples? You are asking us
17 to give you our input or what our thoughts are.

18 They're not thoughts, they're real.

19 THE CHAI RMVAN:  Yes.
20 CH EF CHRI S BAKER  And you shoul d,
21 like |I said, you should be very careful how you

22 wite that and what words you put on there.
23 THE CHAIRVAN:  That's a fair comment.
24 You're right, it is know edge and it's know edge

25 based on generations of experience. But you have
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1 also said --
2 CH EF CHRI S BAKER  Not only that,
3 Serge, it's based on the data that has been
4 coll ected by the scientists, and only by Mnitoba
5 and Mani toba Hydro, not us.
6 THE CHAI RVAN:  Ri ght.
7 CH EF CHRIS BAKER  And you're telling
8 our story again, and that's wong. You're telling
9 how ny life is. And they got no word or no
10 know edge what soever of what we've experienced
11 until today. The only people that were in that
12 room and correct ne if I'mwong, was Manitoba,
13 Mani t oba Hydro, and their personnel that wote
14 this story and those research papers.
15 THE CHAI RMAN:  Ri ght .
16 CH EF CHRI S BAKER  Their
17 envi ronnment al assessnent process, Conservati on,
18 Water Stewardship, not ours. And that's what we
19 are saying, put it on record, that's the gap that
20 we're talking about. That's the hugest gap that
21 you nust fill, and that is your responsibility
22 that you nust correct prior to it going anywhere
23 else. Then it would be true, it may be a true
24 process, but howlong is it going to take? Until
25 January? Good |luck. Because you flawed it
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1 already. You've crippled it. You're going to

2 have a two headed, three headed baby, with no

3 arnms, no tongue, no vision, no ears, that's what

4 you're going to give birth to. That's the

5 reality.

6 THE CHAI RVAN:  Yes, you've made that

7 very clear today. Not just you, but of course the
8 ot her community nenbers. And | wanted to say,

9 first of all, thank you for doing that. W did

10 need to hear this and we've heard it clearly. It
11  will give us -- you know, it's inmensely hel pful
12 to us in preparing a report and identifying what
13 the gaps are, which is part of what we have to do
14 here. And you are not the first community to say
15 there is traditional know edge, and the

16 comunity -- as you say, nhot just traditional

17 know edge, but science as well, there has been no
18 input fromthe community. You've said it very

19 strongly here today, but we've heard this from
20 other communities as well. And that you weren't
21 involved in any way in the study.
22 CH EF CHRIS BAKER And | want to
23 correct you on another thing too, and I want this
24 on record. That when you say that the
25 O Pi pon-Na-Piwin Cree Nation, South Indian Lake,
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1 has not been in any whatsoever project, then what

2 the hell are we doing here, if there was no

3 effects or there was no project in our region?

4 There is a huge reservoir that powers every God

5 dam generating station that Hydro benefits from
6 in this province, in this country. So that's a

7 wrong statenent. That's wong for you to say.

8 Totally. If it wasn't for that reservoir, would

9 these other five stations, or four, that are

10 generated by that water, would they exist? Yes,
11 they would. But would they produce the required
12 demand? No, they wouldn't, unless South Indian

13 Lake got diverted. So that's a project inits

14 own.

15 And then they have the nerve to put in
16 their language, this is Manitoba and Mnitoba

17 Hydro on future devel opnents, every time that they
18 make a generating station, that's the future. And
19 it is directly linked to the water that cones from
20 our environnment that generates the future. And

21 that's why | say to you, Serge, be very cautious
22 and very careful on how you place those words.

23 You are offending nme now, totally, because you are
24 ignoring the fact that the hugest project that

25 t hey coul d have made was that reservoir, to neet
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1 t he demands of the future, forever. You are
2 talking their |anguage, and it's wong. | thought
3 you were independent thinkers. You know, |'m not

4 trying to scold you, but I want to point this out.
5 THE CHAIRVAN:  Well, it's fair to

6 point it out, but I think the point, and perhaps |
7 didn't make it very well, but the point I was

8 trying to say is that sonme of the other

9 comunities, although they had no input just like
10 you in this RCEA in the preparation of this

11 docunent, you've said you had no input, your

12 community had no input, other communities have

13 been telling us the same thing. Sonme of themdid
14 have input in recent projects |ike Keeyask, where
15 they did do traditional |and use studies and they
16 did do an inpact study fromtheir perspective.

17 The project, the Diversion project and the danm ng
18 and the creation of the |ake, yes, there was no
19 i nvol venent there. |'mnot disagreeing.

20 Absolutely, | agree with that.

21 CH EF CHRIS BAKER And it should be
22 noted, and it should be recorded, and that's the
23 gaps that we are identifying, and those are huge,
24 in doing an assessnent. Because if you don't

25 i ncorporate those, then how is your assessnent
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1 true and how does it -- will it hold ground? It

2 won't. And | wouldn't want to be part of that.

3 Wiy lie and put another lie on alie? It's not

4 right.

5 It's |like what we' ve been expressing
6 to you. It's time that people know what happened
7 over here. |It's tine that people realize the

8 conditions we're subject to. Not only our

9 environment of our |ake and the conditions that
10 have i npacted us, but the conditions we have to
11 live in. Like tell nme, who do you know that is
12 going to pay $400 or $500 a nonth for a Hydro

13 bill? And we say, we rightfully conpensated you.
14 Well, do the math as we did. Their conpensation
15 has been paid 100, maybe 1,000 tines over, with
16 all of the econom cal spin-offs. Sonebody said
17 they were in economcs. Wll, it's not very hard
18 to figure that out. Like | said, this building is
19 it up by those projects and by that reservoir.
20 These people that work in here should be part of
21 the equation of the profits that are generated
22 fromprojects such as the reservoir that we live
23 in. It used to be 6,000 enpl oyees by Hydro, now
24 it's about 500 and sonething -- 5,000. That's not

25 including the nunicipalities that collected the
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1 taxes, that's not including the PST, the GST, the

2 econom ¢ spin-offs that we go buy fromgas bars or
3 grocery stores that contribute to the econony of

4 every community that those 5,000 plus workers cone

5 from W' re not stupid, | surely ain't. | know
6 how to add. | passed kindergarten. | guarantee
7 you, | know how to add one and one, and | do know

8 how to count to ten. And you put it all together.
9 And that needs to be told.

10 Those are the gaps that we're

11 expressing, these are the things that aren't seen.
12 Not only the shoreline that you' re responsible for
13 t hrough this process, the other kind of things

14 that occur. That's your responsibility to say,

15 hey, | ook what's happening. This needs to be

16 reviewed, this needs to be studied nore, there has
17 got to be a plan in place.

18 For as long as Hydro generates water
19 and electricity fromthe waters that we live in,
20 that's inpacting our lives. Not only the

21 envi ronnment, the environnment is your

22 responsibility, that's what nore than likely the
23 M nister said. W're not studying the peopl e,

24 we're studying the environnment and what's

25 happeni ng. But the environnment itself nust be
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1 protected, but the people that live in that

2 envi ronment al so nust be acknow edged and

3 protected al so, and accommobdat ed.

4 Like | said, Serge, do the math.

5 There was 178, according to the studies, 178

6 fishermen. Annually, we nmade -- which is our

7 grandf at hers, our fathers, you know, a confortable
8 living. That was taken away, totally, totally

9 destroyed. That's a gap that you need to fill and
10 that's sonething that nust be addressed.

11 And on top of that, |I'm conbining that
12 and what happens every year when the shore falls
13 intw feet. That's your responsibility to say,
14 hey, sonething is wong because we don't know

15 what's happening. W don't have data, we don't

16 have the information, we don't have the science,
17 and we don't know if it's going to be 100 years or
18 200 or 1,000 years. They've predicted, |ike Angus
19 and everybody el se has said to you, they said in
20 30 to 40 years this lake will be better, there

21 wll be nore fish, nore wildlife, nore ducks, nore
22 seagul | eggs, nore duck eggs, nore nmuskrats, nore
23 beaver. Well, they were dead wong about that

24 partner. |It's ass backwards.

25 And then there are further diseases
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1 that we've experienced. W didn't have cancers,

2 we didn't have diabetes, we didn't have all of

3 these illnesses, the social inpacts. They didn't
4 plan it. And then they're telling you, go and see
5 what those little Indians are up to, see if

6 t hey' re okay.

7 Again, I'mnot trying to be, you know,
8 mean. But that's howit works in our life.

9 That's how we feel because that's how we've been
10 treated. And you can't blame us for saying it,

11 because that's exactly what has been taken and

12 happening. And you can't deny it, you can't tel
13 me and say, hey, Chris, you' re wong. Because |
14 have studied too many, | have seen it, | have felt
15 the racism 1've wal ked through it, | lived

16 through it. So have all of us.

17 Now t hat needs to be corrected. And

18 you, sir, have the pen to correct it. And you

19 | adi es and gentl emen have the mnds to assist him
20 Because you asked us and now we've told you. It's
21 not thinking, it's not -- it's actual, it's fact,
22 it's real.

23 ( PROCEEDI NGS RECESSED)

24 THE CHAI RVMAN:  Ckay. So | guess we're

25 going to resune here for about 10 or 15 mnutes to




RCEA South Indian Lake December 7, 2017

Page 150
1 do a wap-up. So | guess | will turn it back to

2 Chi ef Chris Baker.

3 CH EF CHRI'S BAKER  Yeah. W have a
4 science review that we've been involved in, along
5 with other parties. And it should be given out,

6 the review, the latest by Friday, right, this

7 Friday, so you should be able to -- and we can

8 forward that to you. | will ask lan to forward

9 that to you guys so you can incorporate it and

10 review it and get sone background on that.

11 THE CHAI RMVAN:  Sure, that would be

12 wel cone. Thanks.

13 CH EF CHRI'S BAKER  That's one of the
14 things. Like we said, in order for you to

15 appreci ate and understand what we're saying, not
16 just by what we're talking, but to really inmmerse
17 yourself in, you nust cone there to the community.
18 And the other thing is that you have
19 to sonmehow fill those gaps, those things that

20 we've tal ked about, the things that we know of and
21 have full know edge of. Because it's not fair,

22 again, | want to enphasize that strongly, it's not
23 fair for sonmebody else to tell us about our lives.
24  They have no idea about it. But they nake

25 deci sions and they make assunptions, and they make
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1 papers out of it and stuff like that. That's

2 wong. You have to come over here on our side and
3 actually participate in it fully to appreciate it
4 and get the full nmeaning of it and the full

5 feeling of it.

6 JOHN- JOHN BAKER: W bring up our

7 point of views at neetings. W sit with the

8 Conservation and stuff, and we tell them about

9 this. And they put down a piece of paper and say,
10 well, according to our data there is nothing wong
11 with this lake, it's a good | ake, the ecosystemis
12 all right. Fromtheir office -- how are you

13 supposed to judge sitting in a roomlike this and
14 say, hey, there's nothing wong with South Indian
15 Lake, it's okay. You haven't stepped on the

16 ground or in the water. And the visit that we

17 tal k about, it shouldn't be only that one tine,

18 because it's totally different fromthe winter, to
19 the summer, to the spring and the fall, because

20 the water level is totally different, the erosion.

21 Go and see the | ake.

22 Li ke, this past sumrer when | was
23 working on cleaning up the shorelines, | had ny
24 grandson -- | have a picture of that. Seven feet

25 of the ground fell, and that's every year that
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1 ground falls like that. You know, after we clean

2 that ground there's new decay on it, so we have to
3 start over on that sane ground and continue a

4 little bit. That's why | say there's so nmuch work
5 out there, there's so nmuch avail able for our

6 people to work in our community, and yet it's not
7 being utilized. Saying, okay, this is what you

8 get, $200,000 to enploy people for six nonths, or
9 six weeks, and that's all you're getting, no nore.
10 So six weeks we're living and the other 46 weeks
11  we're dying.

12

13 ANGUS DYSART: We al so have submtted
14 a counter offer to Manitoba Hydro, a very detailed
15 and very budgeted and pl anned, |ike any other kind
16 of identified proposal and process to it. Like

17 evi dence of what John is tal king about. W

18 incorporated all of these scenarios and the

19 potentials, and it's on an annual basis, like

20 other reserves have received, but we have not

21 recei ved those kind of allowances or

22 conpensations. They have given us, through the

23 comunity association of South Indian Lake, the

24  best, it was $18 million and that's it.

25 JOHN- JOHN BAKER: And even |i ke what
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1 Angus was saying that Hydro -- | sat on that board

2 t hat Angus was tal king about. They wite us a

3 letter and said, here, sign this paper that you're
4 okay with screwing up your life for $5, 000.

5 Except this one | awer gets $1,000 out of that,

6 and he has got 100 clients, that's $100, 000 for

7 t hat person who hasn't even been affected by what
8 we lived through, stuff like that. And that's

9 wong. It's so wong, other people that get

10 affected benefit out of our msery. Just like you
11 guys, you know, you get paid for doing this,

12 reporting what we've gone through. You guys

13 benefit from our m sery.

14 CH EF CHRI'S BAKER But you are going
15 to correct it.

16 JOHN- JOHN BAKER:  Hopeful ly.

17 | AN HALKET: | have a question. The
18 augnented fl ow program and that four and a half
19 foot fluctuation, when you' re out on the | ake,

20 W bur, John, Chief, Angus, how big are the waves
21 on a storny day?

22 JOHN- JOHN BAKER: On a storny day?

23 have been in waves the size of buildings, the size
24  of a house, both ny wife and I. They're big.

25 | AN HALKET: So the four and a half --
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1 JOHN- JOHN BAKER: I f there's something

2 over the next wave or if there's a tree com ng up,
3 it's very dangerous for ne.

4 | AN HALKET: So that four and a half

5 foot fluctuation that augnmented fl ow program wor ks
6 on is an average, right, it's done in a stilling

7 well beside the lake. But it doesn't take into

8 account the wash of the waves, which is really

9 doi ng the danage to your shoreline.

10 JOHN- JOHN BAKER:  Yeah, that's true.
11 | AN HALKET: So when you tal k four and
12 a half feet fluctuation, and when you add as tal
13 as a building wave on top that, that tells you the
14 reach of the wash that is now happening on the

15 | ake, and that is noving on down. So it's a |ot
16 bi gger than the four and a half feet that we tend
17 to utilize, or use to describe the AFP. The

18 i npacts of that program are trenendous. And

19 that's what is causing, or I would infer that

20 that's causing all of that erosion, and it's that
21 dynam c that's doing that.

22 ANGUS DYSART: Another thing too, like
23 the weight of the ice, it's frozen against the

24  previous shoreline that year. But when all of

25 that ice drops, it's still stuck to the shoreline.
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1 And when it starts to thaw, it pulls the | and out

2 wthit. And I'msure all that erosion is caused
3 by that weight of the ice too. Because it's

4 attached to the shorelines, all of that is pulled
5 in. So you're looking at, for exanple, the first
6 year that | took those pictures, and when | went

7 and | ooked at it after, after the water started to
8 come up, | looked at it, | bet you there was about
9 a good six feet gone. And | didn't even see it,
10 it's just like sonebody took a clean sweep of it,
11 it's all gone. | didn't take a picture of it,

12 t hough, | never thought of it, but just for

13 curiosity I went and checked on it. It was that
14 Rat River, just before that damthere, just behind
15 there.

16 JOHN- JOHN BAKER:  Even what Angus i s
17 sayi ng about that water novenent in these

18 pictures, the shoreline sonetines is 30 feet, you
19 know, dried up in the spring tine. And in the

20 fall this is where our fish and all of our animals
21 and bugs that live in our land come and breed to
22 repopul ate the shorelines and that. They're al

23 frozen stiff to death. And then when that thaws
24 out, there is no rebuilding of it. And this

25 occurs every year for the past 40 years.
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1 CH EF CHRI S BAKER  43.

2 JOHN- JOHN BAKER: 43 years. Sorry,

3 don't know.

4 CH EF CHRI S BAKER  So you need to

5 study that, and there is no data on it. Nobody

6 has done it.

7 | AN HALKET: But | |ike John's point,
8 because yesterday we were in a neeting with

9 Mani t oba Conservati on and Manitoba Hydro, and we
10 were talking about turbidity in the mddle of the
11 | ake and the Secchi disks, and |owering theminto
12 the water to find out how clear the water is in
13 terms of that disk. And John is right. They use,
14 they go out to the mddle of the | ake when the

15 weather is clear and calmand they |ower the

16 Secchi disk, but they never do it near the shore,
17 they never do it in turbid or in stornmy weat her.
18 As a matter of fact, there is no record for 2016
19 because every tine they went out it was too

20 storny.

21 And that's what we were discussing

22 yesterday, is it was too stornmy to do it. But yet
23 they will cone back and they will say, well, |ook
24 how cl ear the water is. Well, yeah, because we

25 went out in 2015 and nmeasured it three tines and
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1 found out that the Secchi disk gave us one and a

2 hal f, three feet, or whatever they were reading.

3 And that's nuch clearer than it was in the '70s.

4  \Wen you | ook at the Secchi disk readings in the

5 '70s, there were 42 different sites around the

6 | ake that they were doing themwth. And yeah,

7 sonetimes they weren't -- they couldn't get

8 readi ngs because it was too storny, because that's
9 a huge | ake. But, you know, conparing the data,
10 it's not conparable froma couple of data points
11 to many data points. So -- and that's just

12 turbidity. But that turbidity has a huge story to

13 tell interms of light attenuation into the water
14 colum, and also a story to tell in terns of, just
15 in ternms of the erosion that's happening on the

16 side of the |ake, because that's where it's com ng
17 from Anyway, this is all in the science report
18 that you'll be getting.

19 THE CHAI RVAN:  Good.

20 | AN HALKET: And we can tal k about

21 that. And maybe -- well, we'll be giving it to

22 you, sending it to you. And we would like the

23 opportunity also to come and discuss it with you.
24 M5. JOHNSON. Ckay. We'll see what we

25 can do.
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1 W LBUR WOOD:  Anot her thing too, you

2 know, about our fish, we've been asking Hydro for
3 many years to try and get our fish back up. When
4 our fish go down Mssi Falls, there nust be a

5 whol e bunch of them going down, whatever fish

6 there is, they never have a chance to conme back

7 up. There is no way for themto come back up, so

8 they' re down there.

9 CH EF CHRI S BAKER: What he's tal king
10 about is, we've discussed many years over and over
11 t hrough our steering environnental committee it's
12 called, is to have a fish | adder, or an access for
13 fish to go through the dam
14 JOHN- JOHN BAKER:  And that's anot her
15 rule, and I've read it, where any river has been
16 closed off, they're obligated to build a fish
17 | adder, whoever put that damthere. And that's
18 never been done. And they say it would do no use
19 anyway. But only the Mnister can do that, not
20 sonebody el se, not Conservation, but the Mnister
21 hi nsel f can deemthe |l ake that it can't go back,
22 no matter what we do.

23 CH EF CHRIS BAKER: So in closing, we
24  want you to know that you have a tough job and

25 that hopefully you don't think we're taking on --
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1 or saying this is your responsibility, but we do

2 know your responsibility to this process that you
3 have been tasked with. And we're hoping and

4 praying that you will do the right thing and that
5 you wi || make those peopl e responsible, and the

6 entities and the Mnister fully aware that there
7 are huge gaps, and that we have failed, all of us,
8 i ncludi ng us.

9 They made you guys responsi bl e and put
10 you to the task. Now that we have this

11 opportunity to express that, it's your job now to
12 take our voice, our concerns and our findings

13 al ong, and putting together, amal gamati ng those
14 things that you guys have witten. And nmaybe you
15 are part it of, I don't know, the findings and

16 stuff like that. But those are your words and

17 those are your processes. And if they failed --
18 if I was your teacher, | don't know if you would
19 have passed. You would have to repeat the sane
20 grade. | guarantee you that.

21 THE CHAIRMAN: | did actually have to
22 do that a couple of tines.

23 CH EF CHRIS BAKER  Well, now you're
24 the one that has to do it again. So renenber,

25 it's a hard decision, the directive, and it has
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1 been 43 years. And there is strong evidence that

2 support what we know, because you are the ones

3 that gave us that ability and that chance to read
4 it, and study it. Now we are giving you feedback
5 and we are grading you. And I think you've heard
6 our expression and our findings.

7 It has failed us totally, not in the
8 sense that we did it here. Now you know, you have
9 no excuse, none. You can't find one. It's not --
10 there is no needle there. There is a pillar

11 there. There is a great big light there that's
12 shining bright. And we just hel ped you uncover it
13 and said, hey, look at it, it's real. Now you'l
14 have to fix it, you and those peopl e.

15 JOHN- JOHN BAKER: And pray that the
16 M ni ster doesn't says okay, we are done. Now we
17 can go on and shel f you guys.

18 CH EF CHRI'S BAKER W want to thank
19 you, sincerely thank you for giving us the

20 opportunity. | know you didn't have to give us
21 anot her, but because of Cathy and lan and the

22 others that give us another opportunity to cone
23 and talk with you, to tell you how and what we

24  know. Not what we think, it's what we know.

25 There is a difference. And I know you know t he
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1 difference. Knowing and thinking are two
2 di fferent things.
3 You know I'm here, |I'mwearing a vest,
4 | have a white shirt and a black hat on. [It's
5 real. So are we. It's not what you think how we
6 | ook. We know how you | ook too. And we know your
7 backgrounds. And that's why | asked. | never ask
8 a question w thout already know ng the answer,
9 ever.
10 THE CHAI RVAN:  That's what they say.
11 M5. JOHNSON. See, he is a | awyer.
12 CH EF CHRI S BAKER  That's what the
13 prof essors do too, and teachers and educat ors.
14 THE CHAI RVAN:  Yes.
15 ANGUS DYSART: It's best to have a
16 little prayer.
17 (d osing prayer)
18 (Concl uded at 5:00 p.m)
19
20
21
22
23
24

25
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