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1 FRI DAY, DECEMBER 8, 2017

2 UPON COVMENCI NG AT 10: 00 A M

3 NATHAN NECKOWAY: Wl conme ever ybody.

4 W are going to get started here. And | will get
5 Allan to -- turn that down. Ckay, here we go. W
6 are going to get Allan to open this neeting with
7 the prayer. And then what | will dois | wll

8 have the panel introduce thenselves. And we wl|
9 give you a better overview of why we are here

10 today and we will go fromthere.

11 (Openi ng prayer)

12 NATHAN NECKOWAY: Thank you, All an.

13 Okay. Again, welconme boys, girls, nenbers. Ckay.
14 W will start here. |1 wll get the CEC panel to
15 i ntroduce thensel ves, and then | will provide a
16 brief overview of why we are here and to give a
17 reason, you know, for why it is inportant for

18 today's neeting to get the input fromthe nenbers.
19 Il will start with that. Do you want to start with
20 that m crophone?

21 MR, SOPUCK: |I'm Tim Sopuck. 1'ma

22 menber of the C ean Environment Conmmission. |'m
23 from W nni peg.

24 M5. LEWS: I'mdennis Lewis. | ama

25 conmi ssioner with the CEC, and |'m from Brandon.
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1 THE CHAIRVAN. My nane i s Serge

2 Scrafield, and I'mthe chair of the C ean

3 Envi ronnent Conmi ssi on.

4 MR. HARDEN: Hello, ny nanme is Nei

5 Harden. And I'm a nenber of the C ean Environment
6 Conmi ssi on.

7 M5. REID: | amCecelia Reid. |'mthe
8 transcriber and I will be taking down the spoken

9 word for you.

10 MR SMTH I'mDoug Smth. | work

11 for the dean Environnent Conmission as a witer.
12 MS. CATHY JOHNSON: |'m secretary to
13 the commi ssion, so | do nost of the work | think.
14 | AN HALKET: |'mlan Hal ket, and I'm a

15 consultant and I'mworking with TCN.

16 NATHAN NECKOWAY: Thank you. For the
17 boys and girls here, I"mnot sure if you know who
18 | am |'m Nat han Neckoway, one of the band

19 councillors. Everyone else, welcone. |'mpleased

20 sone of you are able to nmake yourself avail abl e

21 today. And just to give you a brief, | guess,

22 under st andi ng why we are here today; the panel,

23 consisting of the four here, like they are -- they
24 have a -- they are different professions.

25 bel i eve sonmeone i s an engi neer, biol ogi st and
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1 envi ronment al i sts.
2 But the panel is here basically --
3 before I go on, Mke, | guess we can just go ahead

4 wthout a translator for now W have got M ke

5 Keeper to translate for when the el ders cone. But
6 anyways, the panel here, the CEC panel has being
7 goi ng around and neeting First Nations. And today
8 they took the tine to come and listen to us

9 Tat askweyak nenbers in relation to Hydro

10  devel opnent, WManitoba Hydro.

11 The reason why they are going around,
12 you know, basically listening to the perspectives
13 on how we are inpacted as a First Nation on Hydro
14  developnent in the northern area. So they are

15 here to basically listen to what we, as nenbers

16 l[iving in the Hydro area, how we are inpacted. It
17 could be the way our social lifestyles are

18 affected. It could be the way the environnental
19 | ands are affected. It could be the way how

20 future enploynent opportunities are affected.

21 But again, like I"'mglad to see the

22 young kids here, because again, you students, |ike
23 we always say you are the ones that are going to
24 be the future leaders. And I'mglad to see sone

25 ot her nmenbers here, because | see nenbers in the
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1 crowd here right now, that you' ve got the

2 experience. And it is a good opportunity for you
3 staff menbers that have the experience to cone

4 voice it and allow the panel to hear how we at

5 Split Lake are affected. Because, you know,

6 t hrough speaking to sone of the nenbers, they kind
7 of indicated that the other First Nations shared a
8 ot of stories wwth themin relation how Hydro

9 affected them Because Hydro right nowis in our

10 ar ea.
11 Li ke again, for the younger peopl e,
12 i ke we have been hearing this at band neetings,

13 that a lot of us are born into Hydro, a | ot of us
14 live Hydro, a lot of us will die wth Hydro,
15 because Hydro has been in our area since the

16 1950s. And that's like right now, it is over like

17 60 years. And Hydro will continue to be in our
18 | ands.
19 Ri ght now you all know they are

20 bui l di ng the JTKDA dam the Keeyask, they are

21 bui l di ng i n Keewati now out there, and Conawapa is
22 t he next proposed damto be put up. And they just
23 built Wiskwatim And they also did that, you

24  guys -- everyone sees the transm ssion |ine,

25 Bipole Ill. Like alot of times we say in the
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1 band neetings that us as TCN nenbers, we are

2 totally surrounded by Hydro devel opnment now since
3 this Bipole Il was put up. That's a line that

4 runs from Keewati now to run energy to the south to
5 accomodat e that power that they sell. And you

6 | ook kind of to the south, southwest of us, you' ve
7 got Kel sey, and you' ve got all of these other

8 danms. There is what, five danms wi thin our

9 resource nmnagenent area.

10 So you, as young people, you are going
11 to be living this lifestyle with the dans bei ng

12 here, with the transm ssion |ines being here,

13 converter stations being around. But again, like
14 for you, as young people, like | think it is very
15 i nportant that you students have the understandi ng

16 on how Hydro affects us. And again | hope that

17 sonme of the other -- the other nenbers, your

18 uncl es, your relatives that are here today, can
19 share good i deas, because | know there is a | ot of

20 people with experience here. And |'mpretty sure

21 t he panel here will have a good under st andi ng.
22 But again, we want to hear from
23 everybody. And that's -- | just hope that sone of

24 the elders are going to cone and join us. So, |

25 guess we will -- Mke, did you want to cone
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1 el aborate here since a couple of elders got here?

2 M ke is going to translate what today is.

3 M CHAEL KEEPER  ( Speaki ng native
4 | anguage.)
5 NATHAN NECKOWAY: Ch, thanks, M ke.

6 Just before we continue, we have got |unch being

7 prepped here, and we will start, | guess, the

8 opening the floor for nmenbers to conme up. But

9 just to keep in mnd that the panel here is not

10 Mani t oba Hydro. The panel is here to listen to us
11 to put together a report on how we see Hydro

12 affected us. So basically they are here to put a
13 report, to report to the Mnister, Mnister of the
14  Provincial Government to tell the Mnister how we
15 are affected. So again, whatever you are here to
16 share is very inportant, and just a rem nder that

17 they are here to listen to us.

18 M CHAEL KEEPER  (Native | anguage

19 spoken.)

20 NATHAN NECKOWAY: Just again, just for
21 the panel's information, like |I nmet themthis

22 norning just to give them heads up that, you know,
23 gave thema brief history on TCN s invol venment

24 with Hydro. And | indicated to themthat, you

25 know, we've been affected in nany ways. W have
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1 agreenents that go back years ago. And basically

2 like I encouraged sone of you to share that.

3 told themthat we were inpacted last spring in

4 relation to the high waters, the flood that

5 happened, spring of 2017, this past year. These
6 are things, feel free, the mc is open, you guys
7 come. We will get started now because we have

8 until 3:00 o'clock. It is already after 12.

9 Lunch is to be served, and | understand that there
10 i s another group of students coming at 1:00

11 o' clock. So again, we can start it now, and the
12 mc is open there.

13 M CHAEL KEEPER  (Native | anguage

14 spoken) .

15 JANET MCIVOR: | just want to nake a
16 comment, because | got to go back to work at 1:00.
17 It is Keeyask is inpacting us at the education

18 part, concerning the parents because they have to
19 | eave their children, and the children are left at
20 honme, and they feel lonely. They feel neglected
21 at tinmes. And it is really inpacting on our

22 | earning at the school, this Keeyask tine. And it
23 is inmpacting us with the flow of traffic, because
24 of the trucks and al cohol com ng through our

25 comunity, strangers coming into our town. It is
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1 inpacting us a lot. And | see a lot of this in
2 the school because | have to keep counselling the
3 students. |I'mthe vice principal. M nane is
4 Janet Ml vor.
5 And sone of the students are sitting
6 here, and | encourage the students to cone up and
7 ask questions and tal k about how, you know, you
8 are inpacted by the Hydro devel opnment that's
9 happeni ng further up. Don't be shy to come up and
10 ask questions, and tal k about how it has affected
11 you, because it is affecting us. | feel it every
12 day how it is affecting us.
13 And |ike, we used to have the |eisure
14  of going down fishing, doing outdoor |ifestyles
15 and all of that. W can't even do that anynore,
16 because this summer when there was a high | evel of
17 wat er, they wanted us to use 20-foot boats. |
18 don't have a 20-foot boat. And how cone they
19 can't acconmmodate us by providing that kind of
20 transportation for us, our |eisure?
21 And water, drinking water, it is
22 affecting us, our health. | buy lots, every week
23 | buy about five, six cases in Thonpson. And |I'm
24 not a rich lady. And | know sone -- all of our
25 comunity, we need that water in our comrunity,
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1 and Hydro is not providing that. They do that for

2 York Landing. | nean, yeah, York Landing they

3 provi de that water, bottled water. W need that,
4 even at the school. W need that. So if you can
5 make a reconmendation for Hydro to provide water

6 to our students and to our community, because our
7 communities, the health is not -- it is in

8 jeopardy. CQur diabetes and cancer is going up.

9 And | will just leave it at that.

10 wll get sonebody to talk you, because |I got other
11 stuff to talk about. But | will get sonebody to
12 bring up other issues. ay. Thank you.

13 M CHAEL KEEPER:  That was Janet

14 Mclvor. I'mgoing to paraphrase a little bit in
15 our |anguage what she said for the benefit of sone
16 of the elders in the audience. (Native |anguage
17 spoken) .

18 Can | say sonething? | guess

19 devel opnment started in 1957, and | was born in

20 1965. 1'm 52 years old at this point in nmy life.
21 | got grandkids. | have been married for 30

22 years. And | have a nunber of grandkids. And I
23 worry about them for the future. And sone of the
24 things that | worry quite a bit about is the water

25 quality in our comrunity.
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1 Wien | was a kid | learned to swim

2 when | was probably around three years old. And

3 our environment provided the best natural

4  playground for us kids, because we didn't have a

5 | ot of nobney when | was growi ng up. W had a | ot
6 of natural resources in our territory, though.

7 And swiming was -- swnmng is one of the

8 greatest passions of ny life. | still swma |ot.
9 And | renenber as a four, five year old, |ooking
10 wth ny eyes open in the water, |ooking at the

11 little fish that were swimmng around all over the
12 pl ace. You cone into our territory today, you

13 can't even see two feet in front of you. You | ook
14 into containers that have been purchased to hold
15 our water nowadays, you know, sonetines there is a
16 sick kind of settlenment of, | don't know what the
17 heck it is, but it is being consuned by our

18 peopl e.

19 And, you know, when | was a kid the

20 norm for our people was probably 90 to about 100
21 years old. | used to see a |ot of centenarians

22 anong our people. You can hardly see elders

23 around in our conmunity when you | ook around.

24  They are all gone.

25 And nost of our people, the ol dest you
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1 can hope to be nowadays as a First Nation person

2 is around 60 years old. So devel opnent has taken
3 probably half of our life span away fromus. At

4 | east 40 years has disappeared fromour |ife span
5 inthat -- | see people nmy age, |'m probably going
6 to be dying in the next ten years. You know,

7 that's how devel opnent has affected our health.

8 There is kids, if you went to our

9 nursing station and you | ooked at the stats, you
10 know, we | ooked at our stats at one point in our
11 comunity when we were fighting to get

12 transportation for the people of this comunity

13 that are affected in their health because of

14  devel opnent. There is a |lot of diabetes. There
15 is alot of autism Cancer is really prevalent in
16 our community, where people that are ny age are

17 dying fromcancer. You know, it is really scary.
18 And you know, as a kid, as a kid

19 remenber going around the rocks. And | see a

20 couple of the guys | used to hang around the rocks
21 with in the audience here. And, you know, it was,
22 as kids, five, six years old, we were able to take
23 fish out of this | ake and provide |unch and supper
24 for our famlies. And fish is known to be one of

25 t he nost healthy foods that you can consune
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1 because of all of the health benefits of fish.
2 You go in our |akes today, you don't see too many
3 fish in there.
4 Qur peopl e have known about water that
5 is kept in a bow or sone sort of bowl, it starts
6 toloseits quality after so long. And you know,
7 the el ders that know about stagnant water, they
8 said not to consune that stagnant water, and
9 that's basically what we are living with in our
10 territory at this point, because the water has
11 been stagnated, and it is killing our people.
12  Thank you. (Native |anguage spoken).
13 VI CTOR FLETT: [|'ve got a question.
14 Are you the panel, sanme panel that approves
15 Iicences for Hydro danms to be built?
16 M5. JOHNSON:  You have to cone to the
17 m cr ophone.
18 VI CTOR FLETT: W nane is Victor
19 Flett. | just asked about are you the sane panel
20 t hat approves licences for any Hydro devel opnent
21 to be built?
22 THE CHAI RMAN:  Thanks. It is Victor?
23 Yeah, thank you. Serge Scrafield, chair. Yes, we
24 are the sane -- the Cean Environnment Conmi ssion
25 does hold hearings for |icence, for Environnment
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1 Act licences, including Hydro dans. So | think

2 the answer to the question is yes. Not

3 necessarily the sanme people, but the Conm ssion

4 does do that. For instance, the CEC did hold a

5 heari ng on Keeyask. They don't make the deci sion.

6 They nake a recommendation to the Mnister, and

7 the Mnister makes decisions. So that's how it

8 works.

9 VI CTOR FLETT: This is the only first
10 time testinony has ever been given to any Hydro
11 devel opnent ?

12 THE CHAI RVAN:  No. They have held --
13 t he Conmi ssion has held hearings, and | defer to
14 Cathy as to how many, but on other Hydro

15 devel opnments as well. So, we've had testinony

16 fromcomunities. | can't speak about this

17 comunity on Keeyask, but | do know t hat

18 communities all over the province have testified
19 before the Comm ssion on Hydro projects.

20 VI CTOR FLETT: And outcones, what are
21 going to be the outcones here today? WII the

22 out cones of our testinony affect anything in the
23 future, |ike our partnership with Hydro?

24 THE CHAI RVAN: | hope so. Wat we've
25 been asked to do, by the Mnister, so the Mnister
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1 of Sustai nabl e Devel opnent, has asked us to hold

2 meetings with comunities, if they want to neet

3 wth us -- so thank you for inviting us here --
4 about the inpact and anal ysis that was done on al
5 of these northern devel opnents, and to get the

6 views of the communities. And we are -- we are
7 going to do about three things.

8 First of all, anything expressed to us
9 wll be available. That is why we have a

10 transcriber, so that all of that will be

11  avail able; nunber one. Nunber two; we will do a
12 summary of it. As best we can we will try and
13 sumari ze everything that we have heard and

14 provide that to the Mnister. And the third

15 thing, based on all of that, we will nmake

16 suggestions to the Mnister on where to go from
17 here, based on what we hear fromthe communities.
18 | should nention many communities, including your
19 own, have also given us a witten docunent

20 docunent. So we have that too.

21 VI CTOR FLETT: Thank you.

22 THE CHAIRMAN: | do want to add to
23 what both Nathan and M ke said here, it is great
24 to see all of the students here. So thanks for

25 comng. |If you have any views, we want to hear
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1 t hem about Hydro. That's our job, is to hear the

2 vi ews about Hydro and the devel opnents as they

3 af fect your conmunity. And | believe -- well, |
4 know t hat Nathan said as well, you are going to be
5 the | eaders not that far away, and so we want to
6 hear from you.

7 M CHAEL KEEPER. 1'mgoing to try and
8 par aphrase that exchange there. (Native | anguage
9 spoken)

10 JANESSA FLETT: H . | want to know
11  why are we having fl oods when the damis not even
12 built yet? And why is Hydro doing nothing about
13 it? Like, making those rip raps. Like this past
14 spring, there was a flood, right? Around the TCN
15 gas bar, it was horrible. And why are the Hydro
16 rates going up? Are we paying for their m stakes?
17 And | heard a |lot of stories about the | ake when
18 we were younger -- when the ol der people were

19 younger, and we can't even see that anynore. And
20 as for me, 1'm18 now, and | worked for BBE in
21 Keeyask. | seen stuff going on there. | seen
22 their m stakes. They just |eave themthere
23 sonetinmes. They don't -- call them
24 environmental i sts, their safety. And | have the

25 menory seeing a HP pool, it is used to nake
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1 concrete. And that could be | eaking into our

2 | ake, Nel son River.

3 | think it was just 2016 they seen a
4 sturgeon with no eyes. W can't even fish here

5 anynore. W can't swm W can't swi m anynore

6 because we get rashes on our skin, or we get sick.
7 And our fish, we can't even trust eating them any

8 nore, you know. It sucks to not be able to eat

9 out of our own lake. | think that's it.

10 M CHAEL KEEPER  (Native | anguage

11 spoken) .

12 M CHAEL GARSON: |'mnot too sure --
13 |"mnot too sure whether you are aware of what we

14 are tal king about. M nane is M chael Garson.

15 There is sone of us with the same nane, but |I'm
16 t he handsonest. But anyway, nice to see you

17 peopl e.

18 | don't know how nuch you are aware of
19 what is happening here. O did you have to cone
20 here to find out that we have been struggling?

21 What year was that dam over there, at Kelsey? 1|'m
22 asking all of you people here. \Wat year was that
23 damin Kel sey? You shouldn't be puzzled.

24 THE CHAI RVAN:  We think the late 50s.

25 M CHAEL GARSON. Don't think. You
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1 shoul d know all of this information already. You

2 guys just conme here as if you don't know what has
3 been happening. Don't act |like that. W are fed
4 up wth those kind of people comng in here

5 pretendi ng they don't know nothing. W don't have
6 to tell you we have been struggling. You guys

7 heard about it, you guys knew about it, because

8 you are working with the governnent.

9 Now |I''m not too sure where you are

10 standi ng or where you are comng from | hope

11 sonme of you are 70 years old. Right, sone of you
12 are 70 years old? You should know life now. 607?
13  You should know life. You should know how these
14  people feel about their grandchildren. Do you

15 have grandchildren? Right. Sone of us have

16 grandchil dren. These are not stupid questions.
17 Answer nme. Do you have grandchildren al ready? |If
18 you don't, you better listen to us.

19 You can't learn anything fromthe

20 book. You have to live here. You have to be

21 around | onger before you ask stupid questions.

22 |"msorry | have to speak |like that, but | hope
23 you understand where |I'm comng from

24 | used to be a chief in 1978/79. And

25 today | still hear the sane old problens. W need
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1 a water plant. Were is your pens and pencils?

2 didn't cone here to fight wth you guys. But I'm
3 so fed up already, you guys comng in here

4 pretending that there is no problemhere. Well,

5 pretendi ng that you don't know what has been

6 happening. That's not nice. That's not very

7 nice. W didn't want that project. And you guys
8 were already involved init, and our old people

9 said, don't, don't build that dam

10 My grandfat her never went to

11 university, but they were a | ot smarter than us,
12 you people. Don't cone here to try and sol ve our
13 probl enms. Just wite down our problens, and

14 believe us. I'msorry that you are not 60 years
15 ol d, because apparently you won't understand what
16 I"'mtrying to say. W are drinking shit water

17 right now | want a new water plant. Not from
18 this river. Mrk that down in your books. W

19 want a new water plant. Because | don't trust
20 this river anynore. Do you want to drink our
21 water? You have sonme of the young people go get
22 water fromthe | ake, would you drink it?
23 This is what the young | ady was
24  tal king about; she can't swi manynore. Come on,
25 be honest, who you working for, us or Hydro? O
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1 are you working for the people, for the future?

2 Because if you are not, you going to be standing
3 in front of God one of these days, because you are

4 going to be one of the killers for our young

5 people. I'msorry to say that. That's how

6 urgent -- we have to take care of what God's plan
7 was.

8 | hope we all believe about God. D d

9 you hear about God already? He is up there. A
10 | ot of people don't know about that. A lot of us
11 don't respect God. W think we are so mghty.

12 \Wat did God say to Adam and Eve in the garden of
13 Eden? | hope you have heard that story. It is

14 one of the first stories in humanity. What did he
15 say? Can you renenber what God said to us? Take
16 care of this garden. Do you know what he neant by
17 that? Take care of water. Take care of |and.

18 And we have polluted -- I"'msorry to
19 say that you people have polluted nore than us,

20 and you are draining it over here. Now you are

21 going to block it, they are going to bl ock your

22 shit that's com ng down sout h.

23 | hope you have heard this before.

24 But I'"'mnot trying to get you mad. |'mjust

25 trying to nake you realize that you can't |earn
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1 everything fromthe book. 1'mglad that you guys

2 cane, and |listened to our youngsters. She spoke
3 very well. | hope you don't forget her when you
4 go back. Speak for us. W are not trying to

5 create enemies.

6 Wien we said, when we didn't want that
7 dam over there, there was a reason. M

8 grandf ather said don't build that dam over there.
9 But it is the sake of nobney. And |I'm scared what
10 i s happening right now \hat else, where else

11 could we go to find jobs? Because it is a

12 di saster to destroy water. Water is the main

13 resource in our daily lives. And if you can't

14 feel that for us, | hope in your fancy offices, |
15 hope you can renmenber us. And | think that's why
16 you are here. Mybe sone of you renenber it. But
17 we seen people |ike you too nany tines already.
18 W need a new water plant. CQur

19 comunity is getting larger, just |ike anywhere
20 el se.

21 I"mnot trying to make you mad. |'m
22 just frustrated watching ny grandchildren now, ny
23 great grandchildren, | have two of them one of
24 themis a very good jigger right now | hope he

25 is healthy enough to -- a little guy not even,
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1 just over one year old. | want himto be healthy.

2 But he is not going to be healthy if he is going

3 to drink this water here. |'msorry that | have

4 tocall it shit water. They are not listening to
5 the people that | ook after the water plant. There
6 i s garbage com ng out of those pipes. That intake
7 isright in the mddle of the channel. And ny

8 el ders said already that's not safe, that's not

9 going to be safe.

10 So we need a big water plant sonewhere
11 else. And | hope Hydro doesn't get away with this
12 anynore, because it is affecting the |ives.

13 Because God said don't nurder, and if you guys

14 want to nurder us with water, you are going to

15 have to face God one of these days.

16 "' mvery concerned, all of us are very
17 concerned. |I'mnot afraid to say anything.

18 feel for these young people that are grow ng up.
19 They are going to have their famlies pretty soon.
20 So believe us when we said we are worried. | said
21 |"mnot going to nove fromhere, | was born in
22 Split Lake and I'mgoing to die in Split Lake. So
23 many days that God is going to give nme the days in
24 this world. Like all of us are facing that,

25 nobody knows. We m ght even be dead next year.
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1 We better work with each ot her.

2 I"msick and tired of watchi ng people
3 come in, and | have to believe ny el ders when they
4 said people |ike you cone over here, and that's

5 when you guys | eave you throw away those notes.

6 Do you know why they say that? Nothing has

7 happened.

8 So I"'mdearly wishing that -- | hope

9 |"'mnot the only one, you know, you guys know t hat
10 our water is not safe. | w sh you guys can donate
11 $1 mllion each, before you go, give it to the

12 chief maybe. We will inprove sone of the things
13 the way it is now. |'magoing to ask about that,
14 if I"'mstill alive in five years, if you donate

15 that mllion dollars to us, for ny grandchil dren.
16 Not hing is clean anynore. Cean

17 envi ronnment; come on. Before you cane here you

18 shoul d have understood the water is contam nated
19 al ready. The whol e channel from Norway House al
20 the way to York Factory. Do you believe ne? You
21 can not nmake the water clear again. You know what
22 they say when they start operating that generating
23 station at Kel sey, 1957. How many years is that?
24 42 plus 17 -- 60 years ago.

25 He says, M chael, how cone you are so
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1 worried about water? Don't you trust God? And |
2 had to stare for a few nonents. | thought Hydro,
3 is stupid question. Mchael, do you believe in

4 God? Wiy are you so worried about water? M God
5 said look after the water. And we are not.

6 And nobody can tell ne -- ny

7 grandfather told nme already when | used to sit

8 down with himearly in the norning, to prey to

9 God, that nothing would harmthe people in this
10 world. So you better believe us. W are worried.
11 It is not even conpleted yet, but that
12 shit is going to back up, and | don't know whet her
13 there is going to be a Split Lake anynore. And |
14 hope you guys will hide if that happens, because
15 you are one of the workers that didn't do

16 anything. You are going to regret that you didn't
17 hel p us.

18 So anyway, 40 years, did | say 40

19 years or 60 years? He said in 50 years tineg,

20 don't worry, Mchael, that water is going to be
21 clear in 50 years time. And today | can honestly
22 say it has gotten worse. The fish are dying. You
23 heard t hat young person.

24 How woul d you like to sw munder the

25 water, and then you bang into a rock, or whatever?
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1 This is what is happening to the creatures that

2 live in the water. They are deforned because they
3 are banging their heads. They didn't see the

4 rocks anynore. W can't see the fish anynore. |
5 used to see fish, going with ny grandfather back

6 and forth in the channel here, no worry. |

7 just -- | just took some water, clear water, like
8 we buy inthe store. Cear water, that's how it

9 was when | grew up.

10 But about 1970, that's when it is

11 murky, until now. W found everything on that

12 channel. \What el se do you have to know? What

13 el se do we have to prove before you believe us?

14 W need that water plant. | need that
15 water plant. These people need the water plant.
16 Qur future needs a water plant, not fromthis

17 channel. | don't know why they are not bringing
18 us clear water. That's the other prom se that

19 t hey gave us. They woul d supply clean water every
20 week. It is not happening. That's one of the

21 prom ses that Hydro nade. Did you know about

22 that? D d you study our agreenent book? |'msure
23 sad that you people are hel ping out the government
24 destroy the land and water. | hope your famlies

25 are okay. And we hope our famlies are okay.
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1 Thanks so nuch for |istening.
2 l"'mnot mad, I'mworried. Thank you.
3 M CHAEL KEEPER: M chael Garson, one
4 of our fornmer chiefs. I'mjust going to
5 par aphrase what | renenber from his speech
6 (Native | anguage spoken).
7 NATHAN NECKOWAY: The mic is still
8 open everybody. The ones that just wal ked in, the
9 people that are up front here, they sit on the
10 O ean Environnental Comm ssion board. There is
11 the Environnmental Act that's been inplenented in
12 Mani t oba, and now basically they provide reports
13 to the Mnister in relation to any Hydro -- any
14 ot her devel opnent projects in Mnitoba.
15 So again they are here today to cone
16 to hear from TCN nenbers today regardi ng Hydro,
17 how Hydro affected us. They went visiting other
18 communities. They went and heard their
19 perspective on how they were inpacted. So today
20 they are here to hear us. And the mc is open for
21 anybody that wants to share, because we TCN again
22 have been involved with Hydro many years back,
23 back in the 50s. Did you want to -- go ahead.
24 WLL DUVAS: | know how the water has
25 affected us. Water is killing our people today.
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1 Too nmuch. This is |like a living nightmare for the

2 past 60 years. 18 years, | have been living here
3 along time. Water is affecting us. Garbage, |

4 have seen a | ot of cans, beer bottles, everything

5 in the water exposing it, killing our people,

6 | eading to the cancer, disease.

7 My name is WII Dumas, born in

8 W nni peg, 1999. | was speaking to the people who
9 worked at the Hydro -- like you can't work, the

10 noney isn't power, it is about life. Humanity,
11 human race we are. The creators who nmade us. You
12 peopl e, Hydro, do you work for the governnent?

13 Even though they work, they work as humanity falls

14 one by one. As we fall -- what | have seen is a
15 living nightmare for this.
16 Many of our people die too nmuch, one

17 by one. 100, 1,000, |I don't even care. Boy, |I'm
18 currently 18 today. W build our water treatnent
19 plant here in Split Lake to store the water for
20 us, we could swmagain. | haven't swamin 18

21 years right now. | have swmsince nmy 7 to ny

22 12s. Alnost like a year now | haven't swim

23 So you people, | demand this, help us
24 rebuild our lives again, as we once are. Help us

25 restore the water, clean up the water and restore
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1 it, so we can swmin it and drink water again, as

2 too nmuch people die on us. This ain't noney or

3 t he governnent, it is about the world, humanity

4  who has made us, the creator and God made for us.
5 | demand this. Help us restore the

6 water. Thank you.

7 WADE BEARDY: Hello, ny nane is \Wade
8 Beardy, and |I'mpart of the junior chief and

9 council. Right now we are working on getting a
10 new pool area in our comunity. And the sad part
11 is | haven't swamin this cormmunity at all. Like,
12 | had to go out of ny community to swm LiKke,

13 t hroughout ny life, | had to swmin Wnnipeg,

14  Thompson, York Landing. And right now | just w sh
15 | could have swam nore often in this conmunity,

16 not out of it.

17 And right now I'mjust working nmy butt
18 off to get this comunity a new pool. And |

19 shoul dn't have to be doing that. W should really
20 have clean water. And that's the big -- no,

21 that's the biggest issue with what is going on in
22 this community.

23 Li ke nmy cousin, he used to pick up

24 crabs along the shoreline, but that's -- that's

25 not happening any nore. That's -- to nme that's
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1 really sad. So can you please fix the water issue
2 in our community. Thank you.
3 M CHAEL KEEPER  (Native | anguage
4  spoken)
5 MARCEL BEARDY: | am Marcel Beardy,
6 and | grewup in TCN. And | have been doing
7 envi ronnment al studies the past 17 years already,
8 in different areas, towards water quality,
9 aquatics and waterfow and terrestrial aninmals.
10 And ny main concern is, like | used to work for
11 Hydro, seven years as an utility worker. And from
12 what | see fromny own eyes what Hydro is still
13 doing, still going on, |ike ongoing, |ike today,
14 right now, |ike every summer. Like pouring
15 contam nated, radiated water, like it is cancer
16 related, and it is still ongoing today. They do
17 that every sumer.
18 They store water, like in a pool,
19 three foot pool, that's got seven of them and it
20 is filled up every sumrer, |ike snow and rain
21 water gets in there, and it seeps down into these
22 hol ding tanks. And it is contam nated. And what
23 Hydro is doing, like every year, |ike they dispose
24 that water into our drinking water so our Kkids can
25 swminit, our people drink init. W lost alot
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1 of peopl e through cancer rel ated over the years.
2 |"mpretty sure you know t hat.
3 But that's ny main concern in that

4 area. And | hope you take back fromwhat |'ve

5 been saying. And that's all | got for now Thank
6 you.

7 M CHAEL KEEPER (Native | anguage

8 spoken)

9 And one thing | forgot to nmention,

10 Counci |l l or Nathan is encouragi ng our people to

11 come forward. Ckay.

12 BETSY FLETT: (Native | anguage spoken)
13 M CHAEL KEEPER: That's one of our

14 el ders. Her nane is Betsy Flett, and she is 80
15 years old. And she's got basically one conplaint
16  about devel opnent that's happened in our

17 territory, and she goes back to her nenories when
18 she was a young girl on her land. This |and

19 bel onged to the First Nations, she said. And it
20 was always First Nation land. And when Hydro cane
21 on to our territory and disturbed us, we had

22 everything. There was plenty of fish. The water
23 was great. Qur land was teaming with wildlife

24  that our people have al ways used to sustain

25 our sel ves.
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1 And she says after Hydro cane

2 everyt hing di sappeared. Were is ny land? Were
3 is the resources that | grew up with? | never

4 needed not hi ng from anybody. Everything that |

5 needed to live and to sustain nmyself, ny | and

6 provi ded that for ne.

7 And we never needed hand outs, didn't
8 need anything from anybody.

9 And Hydro, when they first brought --
10 when they first enticed our people with power,

11 there was ol d people, there was elders at this

12 tabl e, she said. And they brought sone instrunent
13 in here and they told our people that it would

14 cost us three dollars to |ight our honmes, and now
15 once they -- the first thing that they did when
16 they brought the little trinket of light into this
17 comunity is they polluted the river system They
18 put a line across this river in order to light up
19 this cormunity, she says. And that's the first

20 thing that I renenber of Hydro doing to our |and.
21 They put sonething foreign into our

22 water system and that's when destruction started,
23 she said. And that's what we've been living with
24  ever since they disturbed our way of life.

25 And she says fromthe three dollars
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1 that we had to pay with the begi nning of our

2 relationship with Manitoba Hydro, the prices today
3 that we are living with are astronom cal conpared
4 to the three dollars that we were prom sed that we
5 were going to pay to |ight up our hones.

6 And it seens |ike everything that

7 proceeds fromthese people is about deceit. And
8 they play with our people. It is alnost like, it
9 is alnost |ike sonmebody that -- or an ani mal that
10 has prey is what she was alluding to. Sonetines
11 you see an aninmal that when they train their --

12 when they train their young to bring gane down,

13 they will let out a little nmouse in front of them
14 and that's basically what she sees from Manit oba
15 Hydro in ternms of the treatnent they have

16 perpetrated on our people, she says. They play
17 wi th our people.

18 They conme into our territory, the

19 light that we enjoy in our territory, and we were
20 partners to, they use it as a weapon agai nst our
21 peopl e, she says.

22 So what | want you guys to take back
23 to Manitoba Hydro, she says, is for themto quit
24 usi ng that resource as a weapon agai nst our

25 peopl e, she says, because it has brought nothing
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1 but destruction to this territory, is what | see,
2 she says.
3 And |'mjust about finished ny journey
4 on this land that was given to me by the creator
5 as a gift, she says. |'mjust about finished ny
6 journey, and there is a lot of those -- a lot of
7 t hose people that | grew up with, they are in the
8 ground and they are sleeping, and |'"mready to go
9 there too, she said. But |I'mworried about the
10 young people, she says. I|I'mreally worried for
11 them So that's why | want Manitoba Hydro to be
12 aware of this nessage that, you know, to quit
13 fooling around with our people. Mke things
14 right. Egosi.
15 MELANIE SPENCE: Hello. M nane is
16 Mel ani e Spence. |'ma teacher here in the
17 comunity. I'malso -- |'ve been a councillor too
18 for two years, and | did speak with the CEC
19 hearing in Wnnipeg while I was a councillor.
20 My question is to the panel here, or
21 the CEC in general, why are the board -- why is
22 t he C ean Environnent Comm ssion approving any
23 dans at all? It is like the board are hel ping
24 kill our people, are hel ping destroy our food
25 supply, everything. Like our elders said, we have
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1 nothing left. You are basically killing our
2 spirit. You are killing who we are.
3 The governnent has done not hi ng but

4 found ways to assimlate us to make us live like
5 them W are pushed on to reserves to be

6 different, to have our -- to live our traditional
7 way of life, at least try.

8 We can't even eat the fish here any

9 nore. W can't even go out to what is left of our
10 traditional area, because of the water conditions,
11 the ice conditions. Can trappers actually trap
12 anynore? Can they go on the |land anynore? How
13 many nore people are going to die because of the
14 conditions of the ice, because of the food that's
15 around us? W can't even eat npose neat. Can we

16 trust the npoose neat around here anynore?

17 Hydro has done nothing but kill us
18 slowy. W have -- | don't even know what they
19 call those stonmach illnesses anyway, and sone have

20 cancer. Hupylori I think it is called. MW

21 husband has that. My next door nei ghbour, Alice
22 Bitter, | hope she is here, and | hope she is

23 going to tal k soon.

24 | just want to express that Hydro has

25 done nothing but hurt us, and we will not stand
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1 for another dam and | resent this one that's

2 being built right now.

3 There is so nuch cocai ne being sold in
4 the community and on the site there. They find

5 ways through the conputer to sell. People don't

6 even conme hone with a pay cheque. They sell their
7 cocai ne, they spend their noney over there. |

8 heard they even had sl ot machines that they had to
9 pul | them out of there.

10 What is Canada saying? Well, throw
11 noney at the Indians just to get what we want. 1Is
12 Hydro and Canada willing to relocate our comunity
13 if it floods? Four days we suffered. W couldn't
14  even | eave our hones because of how nuch it

15 snowed. Qur councillor had to demand a helicopter
16 because he knew our comunity would flood. Hydro
17 didn't want to give that helicopter, but he

18 practically swore at them He said |l wll hold

19 you responsible. It is not easy tal king about

20 what Hydro does to us. | wll hold you

21 responsi ble if anybody dies fromthese floods that
22 will occur. And our community did flood. D d

23 they throw $3 million at us? |s that what our

24 lives are worth? $3 mllion?

25 Once that damis up, it is going to be
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1 up, what, three nore feet, three netres? Wat is

2 it? This is just the beginning. |'msurprised

3 there is not nore negotiations because there is

4 not even an energency plan for our people if this
5 community flooded. Split Lake will becone an

6 island. Already they are tal king about bringing

7 it in higher again.

8 What is left of our resource

9 managenent area? They flooded over there. That's

10 all that's left of Split Lake.

11 They didn't even conpensate for Bipole
12 | and I'l. What did they give ny grandpa? A box
13 of traps. Is that all he is worth? That was his
14 livelihood. He had brothers and sisters, that's

15 how they lived. Hydro didn't care about them MW
16 uncl es today, their famly, they are suffering.
17 They were never conpensated. People don't have a
18 choi ce around here because Hydro bullies their
19 way. M brother-in-law, Jonathan, was bullied out
20 of there. He didn't want that damthere, but that
21 was his trapline, and the Saunders and whoever
22 el se, that famly line. Nobody wanted it. But
23 does Canada care? Does the province care? No,
24  they just want our Hydro bills to pay for your

25 dam
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1 And, yes, we had beaches. Qur kids

2 won't see that. M era was probably the | ast

3 kids, ny age group, we had beaches. My grandki ds
4 wll never see what Split Lake was |ike. Wy do
5 we have to pay for a swi mm ng pool when it was

6 Canada t hat approved everything? W should be

7 given a pool. W should be given a water

8 treatnment plant, because we can't even drink from
9 this river. Wat makes Thonpson special ? Wat

10 makes Churchill special? | bet Canada paid for

11 their water treatnent plants, and G Il am

12 Don't we have a right to live? Second
13 class citizens, that's who we are. There is a

14 resource -- there is a sign on the highway; the
15 M ni ster of Canada wanted it down because we are
16 not paying $50 a nonth? Wy do we have to foll ow
17 anybody's rules when it is our land, this is our
18 reserve | and.

19 You guys are all visitors in our hone.
20 That was brought up by one of the council nenbers
21 too. W shouldn't have to ask for perm ssion what
22 we want to do to keep the drugs out of our

23 comunity. That's what is happening, drug deal ers
24 comng in here and hurting our children. That's

25 what |'mso upset about.
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1 And the danage that Hydro is causing

2 to flood our communities, and they are doing

3 not hing, they are saying pay for it yourself. W
4 wll replace one board if one board is danaged.

5 But they danaged everything over there. Thank

6 you.

7 M CHAEL KEEPER.  Now Mel ani e Spence.

8 She is one of our teachers. And she covered a | ot
9 of subjects. (Native |anguage spoken). | will

10 stop there. There was a |ot of areas that she

11 covered like nostly about (Native | anguage spoken)
12 MELANIE SPENCE: | would like to add
13 one nore thing. The pre-determ ned conpensation
14 that we are getting after the floods, high water,
15 | ow water nonies. Wiy is Hydro making us pay for
16 their nmess with our conpensation dollars? Wy is
17 it comng frombasically that, the conpensation
18 dollars? 5 per cent of what they are giving goes
19 to the workers to clean up their mess. Wy isn't
20 that noney comng directly fromHydro? That's
21 what |'mwondering. Conpensate you and now you
22 work for it, is basically what Hydro's nessage is.
23 W will destroy it, but you clean up our ness.
24  \Wat kind of picture is that? Pre-determ ned

25 conpensation, 5 per cent has to go to a shoreline
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1 cl ean up to nake our people clean up their ness.

2 | just want to put that on record, why is Hydro

3 doi ng that?

4 NATHAN NECKOWMWAY: Ckay. Thank you to
5 t he nenbers that tal ked, you know, for the | ast

6 couple of hours. But the lunch is ready. W are
7 going to eat first. W have been waiting for

8 lunch. The cooks are done, so we are going to

9 t ake about maybe, 15, 20 m nutes to grab sonething

10 and then we will continue with comments.

11 (Luncheon recess taken)
12 NATHAN NECKOWAY: Wl cone back
13 everybody. | would like to thank the | adies and

14 gentl emen for providing a good |lunch. Thank you
15 | adi es and gentl enen.

16 But anyways, we will continue wth why
17 we are here today, but for those that wal ked in, |
18 just want to again introduce the panel. The four
19 that sit up here, they sit on a Cean

20 Envi ronnental Comm ssion. They are basically here
21 tolisten to us, TCN, in relation to Hydro, how
22 the devel opnent affects us that live in Split

23 Lake. They have been going around to other

24 communities and listening to their concerns, their

25 i npacts that occurred anongst them From when we




RCEA Split Lake December 8, 2017

Page 41
1 started earlier to lunch, we heard a nunber of

2 good comments, concerns.

3 But again, like, I met themthis

4 norning at the Stewardship Centre, and | basically
5 gave them heads up that what they are going to

6 hear from nmenbers could be really touching, and it
7 is really a big inmpact on our nmenbers on how --

8 you heard sone nenbers, you know, becone

9 enotional. There was sonme anger. There was sone
10 frustrations.

11 But all in all, this process, you know
12 has been going on for years and years and years,
13 and now we hope that, you know, finally, sone

14 group, you know, on a governnent |evel can

15 under st and us.

16 And basically you heard also what is
17 the outcone of today. But again, |ike, we are

18 going to hear nore. And I know you heard lots in
19 relation to how the water is affected. And | know
20 sitting around |unch, people had the opportunity
21 to express nore. But again, like we can talk

22 about these for days and days. But again, | know
23 we are limted on tine, so | think we have about
24 anot her hour and 15 m nutes before they have to

25 head back.




RCEA Split Lake December 8, 2017

Page 42
1 Anyways, | will open the mc up and

2 know that Larry is going to be talking.

3 LARRY BEARDY: Hello, ny nane is Larry
4 Beardy. [I'ma high school teacher, I'"'mfromthis
5 comunity, Tataskweyak. | gave you sone docunents

6 that are outstanding, particularly in a certain

7 area, in the resource area, for users of the |and.
8 That's what | gave you, those docunents. (Native
9 | anguage spoken).

10 The other thing | wanted to talk

11 about, it is not docunented, but | did notify sone
12 peopl e at Keeyask, especially the | ead people.

13 know t hey have di scussions around the environnent,
14  about the | and and what happens around the | and.
15 One of the things that really affect us is the

16 turbidity of the water, also the accel eration of
17 the water. And in our area, Split Lake, it is

18 I|ike a funnel. Al of the water flows into this
19 | ake, and it really causes a |ot of problens, nore
20 specifically the water and al so the animal s and

21 the waterfow .

22 One of the things that | wanted to

23 bring to the environnental people is how can we,
24 in our nodern technol ogy, how can we control the

25 speed of the water, the acceleration of the water?
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1 How can we control that? And al so how can we

2 control all the amobunt of debris that conmes into

3 t he | ake?

4 |"mpretty sure you heard sone of the
5 people -- the students have nentioned there is no
6 place to swm The water is very, you know, it is
7 not very potable for us. So that's what | wanted
8 to bring to your attention.

9 W' ve been readi ng about in the

10 school, especially in science, in the area of

11 science, that there are technol ogies available in
12 the world where there is hydro devel opnment. They
13 tal k about what about bogs, putting bogs in the

14 tributaries to streamthe water, strain and funnel
15 the water that cones in, anything that cones

16 through. Wsat about that concept? There is

17 pl aces in the world where they grew bogs. W

18 studied that in school, in high school.

19 Al so what about controlling the speed
20 of the water that's comng in, especially in

21 pl aces |ike Split Lake where there is a conmunity?
22 There is places in the world -- 1've been to

23 | srael nyself, |'ve been there two tines. | see
24 how | srael controls the tide. The tide is a force

25 of water that is accelerated by the natural
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1 environnment |ike the wind. But you can control

2 the speed of that water com ng. And they use --
3 they use barriers. They use barriers to control
4 water. How conme you can't build barriers on the
5 river, and control the water comng into the |ake?
6 That kind of concept.

7 |"mpretty sure in this nodern age of
8 engineers and scientists, how cone we can't

9 resol ve those two issues; the acceleration of the
10 water and also the anmpbunt of debris. The

11  acceleration of water causes the sedinents in the
12 water. It destroys the |ake bottom That's why
13 the fish disappear. That's why there is nercury
14 in the system How cone we can't control that?
15 That is ny question today.

16 And | hope with Hydro and the

17 Comm ssion, they can talk about that. And al so
18 talk to our people who have the traditional

19 knowl edge. Talk to our elders. The people that
20 are on the land, talk to them And |I'mpretty

21 sure that we can mnimze the inpacts of all of
22 that hydro devel opnent has caused.

23 May | rem nd the Comm ssion al so that
24 Hydro devel opnent, the majority of Hydro

25 devel opnent in Manitoba is created in the Split
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1 Lake resource managenent area. The majority of

2 devel opment is here. And that's why we are so

3 adanant, we are so angry, we are so frustrated

4 about all of that devel opnent that surrounds us.
5 Somet hi ng has to be done. Sonet hing.

6 And that's all | bring to your

7 attention today. And | hope with the help of the
8 Comm ssion, that let's get these di scussions

9 goi ng, how we could mnimze the inpacts. W are
10 tal king not only today, but we are tal king al so
11 for future generations. |'mpretty sure that we
12 can do sonet hi ng.

13 (Native | anguage spoken).

14 So that's what | wanted to share with
15 you today. From a personal view, ny own Vview,

16 Hydro has been with us since, | don't know, early
17 50s. So we are talking a long tinme Manitoba Hydro
18 has devel oped in our area. So | share that with
19 you today, and | hope that the Comm ssion is

20 listening. Sonetines we have conm ssions cone

21 t hrough, and the next thing we know t hose

22 conmi ssions are tabled, they sit on the shelf for
23 150 years. They just sit on a table.

24 Same with the Royal Conm ssion. W

25 had a Royal Comm ssion here. Were is all of the
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1 t hi ngs, the recommendati ons the Conm ssion

2 recommended? They are sitting on a shelf sone
3 pl ace.
4 That's all | want to say, so thank you

5 very much for comng to ny community Tat askweyak

6 Egosi .

7 ALLAN KEEPER: Hello. Tansi. M nane
8 is Allan Keeper, fromthis comunity, Split Lake.
9 | had a chance to speak to a couple of guys, Serge

10 and Tim | wanted to share with the other ones

11 about what | said. Anyway, what is m ssing,

12 told Serge is sonebody speaking Cree in the

13 commi ssion. The |language is mssing in your

14 panel, on behalf of the First Nations peopl e that
15 they are speaking for, especially TCN. (Native
16 | anguage spoken).

17 That's what is mssing, the

18 translation. Wwo you are going to talk to, to

19 present this material to, to the government? So |
20 have a friend, he is in grade 12. He grades

21 peopl e taking Native studies in the University of
22 Mani t oba. And he grades people wth a PhD degr ee.
23 And the reason why he does that is because a

24 prof essor cannot grade a paper, whatever, that's

25 witten, because it is talking about culture, and
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1 his student is witing about culture, he can not

2 grade that. So they assign sonebody that knows

3 about culture, their spirituality and their ways
4 in order to grade that student to get his PhD

5 degr ee.

6 And that |anguage is mssing. That's
7 what |'m saying. Wen you go there and present it
8 to the governnent, he is not going to -- there is
9 going to be things m ssing because your way of

10 thinking is different. | said we tal k about

11 et hnocentrismand margi nalization and the bias,

12 and these three words -- you know,

13 marringalization, we talk about it here. CQur

14  people are frustrated, cast aside fromthe rest of
15 Canada, not |istened to. Ethnocentrism when the
16 western society tells you it doesn't apply to

17 western culture, it doesn't apply to Canada. It
18 doesn't apply, it doesn't work that way.

19 You talk to a |awyer, he will say that
20 our laws are here already. W have |aws too. W
21 have rules. W have sacred rules, |aws that apply
22 to us. Those are the things that you nust

23 understand these things. Sonebody has to do a

24  workshop with you guys for this to happen, for you

25 to understand a little nore. | don't have tine to
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1 do a workshop for stuff like that, but you have to

2 have that respect to do that, to cone into a

3 community and have that respect.

4 | told these guys, ny | anguage, when
5 you greet sonebody, Watchia (ph), it nmeans to shed
6 light. When the newconers cane here, our people
7 said Watchia, it nmeans we respect and honour your
8 | and, your environnent where you cone from In

9 return, do that to us. That's what we expect ed.
10 That is not happening. W need that respect.

11 Even today, in today's society, the
12 way we are educated, what needs to happen is

13 that's what | wish for that to happen in the

14 governnment. Because you are sending a nessage,

15 you want to conme to speak to us, you have to have
16 that respect, you have to have that integrity.

17 And that doesn't take nmuch to happen. You can not
18 go there and just think fromyour perspective and
19 go there, and present this naterial.

20 So, that's why this guy that has grade
21 12 that grades a guy with a PhD degree, because
22 that's what these people are saying, the people
23 t hat spoke here. W talk about Wachi (ph), it

24 mean nmountain, it neans a tree going straight up.

25 We have a foundati on under there, we have roots
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1 wththe trees. Everything. These are what

2 creator wanted. He wanted these |laws to | ook

3 after Mother Earth. That's why the | eaders,

4  Justin Trudeau, he said that, the Native people,
5 we have to turn to them we have to listen to them
6 because they know what is happening to the earth.
7 On the other note, on the other side
8 of the word, Machi (ph), it nmeans bad, everything
9 is upside down. |If the tree is upside down, it
10 has no roots, it has no connection. |t has

11 not hing. The Indian Act has nothing. The |aws,
12 they don't have any neaning. That's why there is
13 destruction, machi, you know, these are bad

14 things. Just like ny language, it tells ne that.

15 Qur language is powerful. Qur
16 | anguage in the Cree way, it is called (Native
17 | anguage spoken). That's the true nmeaning. It

18 means spiritual |anguage. That's what Cree is.

19 W have been called Cree by the newconers. W are
20 called Christianites, people of the cross. It is
21 not the real word.

22 So a lot of tinmes, what I'mtrying to
23 say is we need true neaning. W need truth. W
24 need to hear our voice. So that's one of the

25 things | recomrend.
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1 Briefly about what happened to our
2 territory here; I'ma trapper, I ama | and
3 resource user, | trap. M cabin was under the

4 water, about that rmuch high water went over there
5 t hrough the Nel son River and through the die

6 Ri ver. Wen Hydro rel eased water from Churchil

7 River it diverted itself through the land. A

8 creek becane a river. A pond becane a | ake.

9 That's how it | ooked up fromthe chopper ride I
10 went .

11 Over there, after the fact, there was
12 muskrats drowned; the best swi nmmers, otters and
13 beaver. All of these egg shells laying all over
14 the shore. It says in the agreenent, 1977 and ' 92
15 agreenent, it says before any danage is done on
16 our territory, on our resource territory, there
17 has to be assessnent done, environnental

18 assessnent it is called. | believe this

19 Conmi ssion sits on that. That's the | aw

20 Environnental |aw, the Environnmental Act of

21 Manitoba, it says that in there, before you flood
22 any territory within our resource area, you have
23 to do an archeol ogi cal study.

24 W have a graveyard sitting outside

25 our cabin. | don't believe any environnental
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1 person ever stepped into there and | ooked at, hey,

2 there is a graveyard. Hey, there is a

3 pre-historic land site here, a marking, where

4 native people have |ived here for thousands of

5 years. Nothing has been done in that way. It is
6 going to go that way, because if the water is high
7 here, it is going to affect it over here. That

8 river conmes this way, it goes down, and it is

9 going to go up because there is no way for it to

10 fluctuate into. That has to be done. That's what

11 | wish for these |aws that you tal k about to be
12 listened to. That needs to happen.

13 So, when you go there, where is the
14  feedback? | want to see the feedback. Were is

15 the information, where is the global, where is the

16 emai | of what was done? | know the Bipole III,
17 the environnmental sat here. | never saw any
18 feedback. | know they were traveling around the

19 comunity tal ki ng about this.

20 But again, | hear there was an G i bway
21 person sitting on the panel.

22 So there was nore people here, nore

23 damage here too. They have to have that respect.
24 Peopl e want respect here. They want to be

25 listened to. That's what they are w shing for.
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1 W are just not blowing air in here and goi ng

2 nowhere. It has to go somewhere. W0 is going to
3 carry this? W is going to be our |eader? The

4 chief and council who is our voice.

5 W have a voice called trappers.

6 Those are our treaty rights, trappers, fishernen,
7 hunters, we are the resource users, we need a

8 voi ce, not only chief and council.

9 W need | anguage peopl e that can

10 interpret to talk to people, and then bring the

11 true nmeaning, the truth of what is happening.

12 So, | hope -- | don't know what is

13 goi ng to happen here after, | heard there is --

14  what happens next? Are you going to select this
15 person that's going to report back in Cree?

16 So, this is witten in our agreenents
17 with the Governnent of Canada, it is already in

18 there. It is in the big binder, '77 agreenent.

19 So it is already witten in there, except it is
20 being infringed upon. Nobody listens to it.
21 Hydro conmes in here, they think it is their |and
22 already. They think that they can do whatever
23 t hey pl ease here. And they disrespect the | aws
24  that were signed already. This is signed by the
25 Government of Canada and the Province already. It
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1 is there in black and white.

2 Are you guys aware of these

3 agreenents? You need sonebody to translate that,
4 a logical person like a |lawer or sonebody, to

5 talk this -- to tell you it is already here. This

6 has to be passed, this has to be |istened to.

7 Al ready nyself, 1'ma high school

8 teacher, |I'ma native studies teacher. That's

9 what | teach. | read it, it is there. (Native

10 | anguage spoken).

11 | just translated to the elders, who
12 is going to take our voice? After you guys | eave,
13 where are you going to take it to? | know that we

14 had opi nions on the |ast comm ssion, on the Bipole
15 11, we sat down |ike this. W spoke. And I

16 never heard of anything about it. There was no
17 Cree voice up there to bring back to the people
18 what was said. There was no -- nothing brought
19 back. No information, not even a docunent that |
20 saw. That's what | |ook for as a teacher, to

21 bring current information to the classroom

22 So what is going to happen? Are you
23 guys going to select a voice, a speaker for us,
24  and bring back that information to us that's

25 ongoi ng? Because | know, the fact every tine we
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1 sit like this in the band council, there has to be

2 sonet hing el se comng up within the government.

3 Li ke Conawapa, we sat down with the people,

4 listened to their concerns.

5 | "' m suspicious every time the

6 government comes here and sends their people here.
7 Is this to say that we sat down with the people

8 already, we listened to then? How many nore tines
9 are we going to sit like this and pursue with

10 Conawapa, or to any other environmental future,

11 econoni ¢ devel opnent, that's going to happen

12 within this country, Manitoba? So, those are the
13 things that | see, because | know that's | aw,

14 that's part of the | aw of Canada, they have to

15 address our concerns. But do they listen to it?

16 So | just wanted to express that.

17 There is so much nore to be said. Egosi. Thank
18 you.

19 ELI ZABETH BEARDY: Hello, 1'mglad you
20 people are here. It is about tine that people

21 come to our conmunity to listen to what we have to
22 say. M nane is Elizabeth Beardy. [I'ma liaison
23 worker for TCN, | work in Keeyask. God gave ne a
24 nmout h and God gave ne a voice. Today | will use

25 that voice and the nouth to speak on behal f of the
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1 peopl e, because |I'm a nother, grandnother, and a

2 great grandnot her.

3 (Native | anguage spoken)

4 | want to bring you back to when | was
5 alittle girl, in the past when | was grow ng up.
6 | see sone of ny friends here. 1In the sumertine

7 after school we used to run down, we used to go

8 down to the | ake because our water was nice and

9 clean before in the '60s. W used to take our

10 shoes off, our socks off and role up our pants up
11 above our knees and go in the water. And we would
12 get these little cans, and we would stand there,
13 and you woul d see all kinds of different little
14 fish swinmm ng around. W used to go |ike this.
15 W were just so happy to get fish in our little
16 tin cans. And sone days | used to run up to ny
17 granny. | used to get so happy, | ook, granny,

18 (Native |l anguage spoken). | used to say that.

19 There used to be probably five different little
20 fish in there. And she used to have nanes for al
21 of those little fish that | caught in the water
22 But today you don't see that.

23 And in the early of ny married life,
24 ny husband and | used to take our children

25 swi nmi ng down at the beach. W used to have
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1 beaches. There is probably five different places

2 where we had nice sandy beaches. But today we

3 don't see that. |If only you conme here in the

4 summertinme and | ook around. You can't wal k around
5 al ong the shore |ike we used to because of the rip

6 rap. It |ooks ugly.

7 And where | work, sonetinmes | go on a
8 tour, I go every now and then. And two weeks ago,
9 | went down to that site, and it had a great

10 impact on nme. Wien | canme up fromthere, | was so
11 enotional, | had to take the afternoon off.

12 The way | felt when | was | ooking

13 around, sure those guys are happy. OCh, it is

14 going to be -- it is going to look nice. So it is
15 going to l ook nice to them but not to us, because
16 our land is destroyed. A lot of trees are gone.
17 The animals and the fish, they have

18 taken sturgeon out of that water and they tried to
19 put it sonewhere else. They don't know what they
200 do tous. W feel the hurt and the pain in what
21 we see. | can only speak for mnyself, because this
22 is what | seen.

23 And anot her tine when | went down, it
24 was about a year and a half ago | went for a ride

25 down towards that south access road. And there
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1 was anot her devastation that | seen. As |

2 parked -- stopped to park on the side of the road,
3 | pulled over, and then |I wal ked across the road.
4 And | was |ooking around. No trees around in that
5 big spot. And then | seen a vehicle com ng behind
6 me. So | ran back to ny vehicle. And the red and
7 blue lights cane on. It wasn't the RCMP. It was
8 a ganme warden.

9 When | ran back to ny truck he cane

10 wal king. He says, "What are you doing, are you

11 hunti ng?" That angered ne. | told himhunting?
12 Turn around and take a good | ook of what it | ooks
13 like there. Wiat am | going to hunt when there is
14 no trees around? You guys have chased all of the
15 birds away, the animals. | said, yes, |I'm

16 hunting, |'mtaking pictures of what devastation
17 you guys are creating, | said. And the partner

18 had with ne was so scared. After that guy wal ked
19 away, because | didn't give up in responding to

20 each question he had asked ne. He was curious

21 what | was doing there. | had every right to be
22 there, to see what was going on to our |and. What
23 our land is being -- that it has been desecrated.
24 And it really hurts.

25 This is what we go through. A lot of
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1 peopl e do not understand, people that |ive down

2 south. And each tinme we want sonething, Hydro

3 denies it. They always say it is an act of Cod.

4 It is not an act of God, it is always man-made

5 destruction that we have here. | would like to

6 continue, but I don't think that I can stand up

7 any |longer. Egosi.

8 M CHAEL KEEPER  (Native | anguage

9 spoken) .

10 JANET MCIVOR: One nore. | just

11 wanted to nention when my son was working on

12 security at Keeyask, and he told nme, he told ne

13 when there was a very inportant guest comng in to
14 the site. The foreman canme up to them and said

15 there was three native security guards and one

16 east Indian, and two white security. So that boss
17 said, you three go do sonething el se, and you go
18 and secure the gate there. It says that to the

19 east Indian. And you two guys, the white guys,
20 you two guys, will neet these Hydro guys because
21 they are inportant status there. And ny son felt
22 really bad. That's the experience that they have
23 up there. The bosses -- it is supposed to be zero
24  tolerance operation.
25 So within a few nonths he quit because
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1 he couldn't stand that. But he is working in the

2 community now. But I'mthinking the other people
3 that are working out there, and they neet this

4 every day. It is not good. And they are going

5 to -- after they are done over there, they are

6 going to conme into our conmunity and they are

7 still going to feel it. And I'mjust recomendi ng
8 that Hydro should be nore aware of these

9 contractors that cone into our territory to make
10 sure that they understand our culture up here, not
11 to be racist like that.

12 My son is not an ugly person, not to
13 neet these inportant Manitoba Hydro staff. And it
14 took a while for himto -- he was so depressed.

15 It took hima while to get out of that state. And
16 that's what |'mrecomendi ng, that Hydro is

17 accountable for all of these contractors that go
18 over there. And they have to nmake sure -- |ike,

19 they don't expect this hatred. Thank you.

20 M CHAEL KEEPER  (Native | anguage
21 spoken)

22 ANNETTE SAUNDERS: (Native |anguage
23 spoken) .

24 M CHAEL KEEPER:  This is Annette

25 Saunders, one of our elders at TCN. She is just
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1 recounting an incident in a neeting where a

2 representative of Manitoba Hydro spoke on the

3 relationship that Manitoba Hydro has with the TCN
4 people. And apparently the statenent that he nade
5 at that neeting was, as far as damages go, they

6 have done no danmage as far as TCN i s concerned.

7 And the el der said that she was so

8 upset by the statenent, just fromthe devastation
9 she has seen in our community, for a person to

10 make a statenent |ike that, which was basically a
11 bold faced lie to her.

12 So she chal |l enged, and she chal | enged
13 with an interpreter, and told the person that, you
14  know, the problens that you' ve created in our

15 territory, you close your eyes to the devastation
16 and you ignore what our people tell you about it
17 in ternms of the problens that are created in our

18 territory.

19 ANNETTE SAUNDERS: (Native | anguage
20 spoken) .
21 M CHAEL KEEPER  (Interpreting) At

22 that neeting, with the challenge on the table,
23 Hydro was told by nyself that we see all of the
24 devastation. Qur children are getting hurt around

25 t he shorelines because of the rip rap that's in
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1 pl ace because of erosion control. Plus the areas
2 that our children used to swimare gone, they

3 di sappeared at this point intime. It is just a

4 |ot of devastation throughout our territory.

5 | have just received sonme hard news.

6 | think we are going to have to shut down the

7 neeting at this point. So Annette, did you want

8 to close off with sone thoughts?

9 ANNETTE SAUNDERS: (Native | anguage

10 spoken) .

11 M CHAEL KEEPER  The el der just wanted
12 to take the time to thank the panel for comng to
13 our community, listening to our concerns. And she
14  just wants to nmake sure that she inforns the board
15 that Hydro needs to hear about what is happening
16 inour territory, and in our honeland. And she

17 al so wants to thank the young people that canme and
18 participated in this inportant event. And thank
19 you fol ks.
20 NATHAN NECKOWAY: Before we shut down,
21 just so you know, since this is being recorded
22 here, | know you guys heard a | ot regarding
23 i npacts of Hydro devel opnent. But one thing |
24  think you have to note down too, is that you guys
25 will be leaving our conmunity, and you are goi ng
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1 to be traveling on that big inmpact that we have,
2 PR280. PR280 was a road that was built for public
3 usage only. It wasn't a road there to actually be
4 used for supplying all of the material to a dam
5 and a converter station, Keewatinow.
6 | know that back in 2014 | indicated
7 to you that we at TCN had a bl ockade up on that
8 road for the safety of our people, plus the
9 nort hern people. People would get into accidents.
10 W | ost nenbers on there. Again, there has been
11 many acci dents since then and now.
12 And like for nyself as council, like
13 sit on a PR280 board. W've got a neeting next
14  Wednesday. At that neeting we are going to sit
15 down with, you know, deputy mnister, along with
16 Mani t oba Hydro, and TCN nenbers to stress the
17 condi tions of PR280.
18 They committed to a five year
19 commtment in 2014. Going on to year four, this
20 comng spring, 2018, the work schedul e has
21 stopped. The Province has not put on the work
22 schedul e to have the roads continue upgrades. So
23 that's a concern. That's an itemthat TCN are
24 going to be basically addressing. But | think for
25 your assistance, relaying the nessage that that
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1 road should be fixed, should continue the five

2 years up to Thonmpson. That road is very used, so
3 many sems, inpacts. And that road is getting

4 destroyed. And even though they fixed 53

5 kil ometres as of today of 133 kilonetre road, they
6 still need to conplete it. | just wanted to state
7 that so you can report it.

8 But unfortunately, Councillor Gary

9 Garson wanted ne to relay a nessage of sad news
10 that his nephew passed away. W had a young guy
11 that was in the hospital. He just passed away

12 about a half hour ago. So he just wanted nme to
13 relay the nmessage. And usually when we have a

14 menber passing, out of respect for the famly, we
15 just kind of close off the neeting.

16 But | was going to ask Larry to do a
17 prayer, closing prayer. And bless the famly and
18 safe travels everybody.

19 (d osing prayer.)

20 (Concluded at 3:20 P.M)

21

22

23

24

25
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