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2 FRI DAY, JANUARY 19, 2018

3 UPON COVMENCI NG AT 10: 00 A M

4
5 THE CHAI RVMAN: Ckay. Good norni ng
6 everybody. | want to welcone you all to the d ean

7 Envi ronnment Commi ssi on neetings on the RCEA,

8 Regi onal Cunul ative Effects Assessnent. | think

9 got that right. | believe we are going to start
10 wth an opening prayer fromone of the

11 councillors. | don't know if that's Sophie or

12 Shawna. And then one is going to do the closing
13 prayer. W would |ike to give you sone tobacco

14  before we start.

15 (Openi ng prayer.)

16 THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you very much for
17 t hat opening prayer, and thank you all for

18 agreeing to neet with us and, for sone of you, |
19 know you have traveled to do this, so thank you

20 for doing that. And we are very fortunate to have
21 this opportunity to neet with so many

22 representatives of the Fox Lake community.

23 My name is Serge Scrafield, and I'm
24  the chair of the C ean Environnment Conm ssion, and

25 the chair of the panel that's |ooking into the
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1 RCEA study. | would like the other panelists now

2 to introduce thenselves, and then I think we wl|
3 go around the whole table. The one thing I would
4 ask everybody, if they could, is to speak clearly,
5 because we do record these, we keep a record of

6 these neetings. And our transcriber, to nmy |eft

7 here, it helps her if we all speak clearly. And
8 when we present |ater, each person presenting, if
9 you coul d use the mcrophone, and | believe that

10 we can nove that m crophone around a bit, but that

11 would help too. So all right, I will start over
12 here with Timand we'll work our way through the
13 panel .

14 MR, SOPUCK: M nane is Tim Sopuck,

15 and I"'mwi th the Cean Environment Comm ssion.

16 M5. LEWS: I'mdennis Lews, a

17 conmmi ssioner with the dean Environment Comm ssion
18 and |I'mfrom Brandon.

19 MR. HARDEN:. |'m Neil Harden. | am
20 also a comm ssioner and | am an engi neer by

21 trai ni ng.

22 M5. JOHNSON:  |'m Cathy Johnson. |
23 know sone of you. |'ve talked to you on the
24 phone, sone of you. |It's nice to see your faces.

25 THE REPORTER: H, | am Cecelia Reid.
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1 | will be transcribing the proceedings and I wl|

2 be producing a transcript that you can all read

3 | ater.
4 MR SMTH MW name is Doug Smth. |
5 work for the Commission. [|'mhelping with the

6 preparation of the report.
7 THE CHAIRVMAN: Al right. | wonder if

8 we could start with Robert?

9 ROBERT WAVEY: (kay.

10 THE CHAI RVAN:  |I's that okay? And then
11 we'll just work our way around the whol e table.

12 ROBERT WAVEY: |'m Robert \Wavey. My

13 normal title is Director of Inplenentation and
14 Future Devel opnent office, Fox Lake Cree Nation.
15 MARI E HENDERSON: My nane is Marie
16 Henderson. |1'mthe health director of the Fox

17 Lake Cree Nati on.

18 MARY BEARDY: M nane is Mary Beardy.
19 I"'ma conmunity nmenber of Fox Lake Cree Nati on.
20 ' mvery honoured to be picked as an elder to cone

21 and tell my story, actual story of what happened.
22 Thank you.

23 CLARA MCLEOD: Good norning, Cara
24 McLeod. [I'mthe G Il am devel opnent coordi nator

25 for inplenmentation of future devel opnent.
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1 JOHN PETERS: Good norning. M nane

2 is John Peters. | assist in managing the adverse
3 effects agreenment with Fox Lake First Nation.

4 JOANNE LAVALLEE: H, ny nanme is

5 Joanne Lavallee. | ama Fox Lake Cree Nation

6 menber, and | also work with Val as an i npact

7 assessnment unit coordinator, plus the nercury

8 comuni ty coordi nat or

9 FRANKLI N ARTHURSON: My nane is

10 Franklin Arthurson. |I'man elder for Fox Lake.

11 CONWAY ARTHURSON:  Good nor ni ng

12 everybody. M nane is Conway Arthurson. |'m-- |

13 don't know what | am after what Robert said. I

14 used to be the associ ate director of our

15 i npl enentation office, with himbeing the forner.
16 | amnot too sure when | took over that role, but
17 we will figure that out as we go al ong.

18 | would just like to say thank you for

19 al l owi ng us to speak, and thank you for taking the
20 time to listen to our stories. And you wll learn
21 a few things about Fox Lake today, and | ask that
22 you |l ook at it with an open heart. Egosi.

23 SHAWNA HENDERSON ARTHURSON: Good

24 nmorning. My name is Shawna Henderson Art hurson.

25 |*"'mon council for Fox Lake Cree Nati on.
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1 Al DEN HENDERSON: Hell o, |I'm Ai den
2 Henderson. |'ma youth from Fox Lake Cree Nati on.
3 SOPHI E LOCKHART: Good norning. | am
4 Sophi e Lockhart. | ama Fox Lake Cree Nation

5 councillor.

6 VAL MASSAN. Good nmorning. M nane is
7 Val Massan. | work with the inpact assessnent

8 unit of the environnent team for Fox Lake. And I
9 am happy to be here today, and thanks.

10 THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you. Well, thank
11 you everyone for introducing yourselves and a

12 special thank you to Clara for getting our

13 conputer going this nmorning. W practiced this

14 yesterday and we practiced it this norning before
15 we canme over. And sure enough, when we get here,
16 we can't get it to showthe slides. Cara cones
17 over, hits one toggle and the whol e thing works.
18 Thank you.

19 | think you' re aware, but if not, the
20 M ni ster of Sustai nabl e Devel opnent asked us to

21 invite all First Nations and comunities in the

22 area of the study to provide witten input on the
23 regi onal cumul ative inpacts or assessed effects,
24 and the accuracy of the study in presenting these

25 effects, and the community's perspectives and
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1 concerns. And any additional information, of

2 course, that you would like to present.

3 The M nister also said that if a

4 community expresses a desire to neet in person

5 wth the dean Environnent Conm ssion, we should

6 accommodate that. And we have nmet with a nunber

7 of communities now, and we're very happy to be

8 neeting with you as well.

9 The M nister also asked us, and | hope
10 we are doing that, to conduct the neetings in a

11 manner that encourages incl usiveness,

12 participation, and mnimzes formality. |If in any
13 way we are not doing that or you would like us to
14 do things differently during the course of the

15 day, please ask us.

16 Once we have heard fromall of the

17 comunities who are interested in nmaking

18 subm ssions to us, we will submt a report. W

19 wll take time, of course, to wite the report,

20 but then we will submt a report to the Mnister
21 summari zi ng what was heard fromthe conmunities in
22 the course of this outreach programthat we're

23 conducti ng.

24 As | nmentioned earlier, it is required

25 under our legislation that we transcribe all of
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1 our nmeetings. And so we are doing that and that's

2 what Cece is doing here. And this record will be

3 made avail able, of course, to all participants.

4 So we would ask you to use, as | nentioned

5 earlier, the m crophone when you speak, when you

6 are doing a presentation, so that we can, first of

7 all, we can all hear it, but just as inportant, so

8 that Cece can record it all accurately.

9 So that's it for opening remarks, and
10 " mnot sure who |I should turn it over to at this
11 point. Wuld that be you, Robert?

12 ROBERT WAVEY: Yes. W have opening
13 remar ks, openi ng statenment, and then coments by
14 the nenbers later on. So to begin we are going to
15 have opening remarks fromthe council, and I wll
16 make an opening statenent, and then nmenbers wll
17 do their presentation.

18 THE CHAIRVAN:  Whuld it be possible to

19 use the mc there?

20 ROBERT WAVEY: Hello. That's good.

21 I"'mfine. | can walk around. | prefer that. 1|'m
22 one of these people, | can't stand still.

23 So we have a speaking order that we've

24 al so set up, and opening remarks. The opening

25 remarks is going to be done by the council, and
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1 then I will nake an opening statenent, and then

2 the nmenbers will speak. W have organized it in
3 terns of the elders, the adults and then the

4 youth, so that the comm ssioners can hear sone of
5 t hose cunul ative effects by generation. As you

6 know, it was quite the huge hydro devel opnent in
7 our territory. But I'mgoing to turn it over to |
8 think Councillor Henderson to nmake the first

9 remar ks, and then Councillor Lockhart.

10 SHAWNA HENDERSON ARTHURSON:  Good

11 norning. | think that we have been waiting for
12 this for along tine. | know at our community
13 | evel we share so nany stories and experiences

14 with our people that we know how hydro devel opnent
15 has i npacted our lives, our famlies and

16 comunities, our environnment. And speaking about
17 t hose experiences with Hydro, it's not the sane as
18 this opportunity that we have here with the C ean
19 Envi ronnent Conmmission. W're able to tell our

20 story to fresh ears, you know, for an open m nd,
21 open heart; whereas | feel speaking with Hydro,

22 their perspective is different. W see things

23 differently. W all want sonething, but they're
24 trying to mnimze, or not acknow edge and fully

25 under stand and respect what's being said and
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1 accept that responsibility.

2 So our job here today is to try to

3 express how our |ives have been inpacted by hydro
4 devel opnment, what we've w tnessed growi ng up, what
5 we've experienced in our community. And also we
6 have only a handful of nenbers here and we are

7 going to try in the nost respectful way to honour
8 the elders that we have at honme and their stories,
9 their history and experiences, everything that

10 t hey have brought, everything that they went

11 through to bring us to where we are today. And we
12  just hope that we do that in the nost respectful
13 way that we can.

14 And also | just wanted to give thanks
15 for this opportunity, but also thanks for this

16 beauti ful day that we have together, and that our
17 ancestors be with us and keep us strong.

18 Li ke Cece has requested that we make
19 sure that we say our nanes so that it's al

20 transcri bed and what we say can be attributed to
21 the right person, so whatever | say, whatever is
22 transcri bed, ny nanme will be to that piece, and
23 same with everybody el se here.

24 So this is our stories and, you know,

25 right or wong, this is who we are, this is what
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1 we experienced. W are not here to judge anybody

2 and, you know, we want to be hel pful, we want to

3 be supportive to each other, because this is not

4 going to be easy. There is going to be a |ot of

5 enotional heaviness. And it's going to be a | ong
6 day. It has been a | ong day com ng.

7 And also | just want to let you know
8 that our request of the Conmm ssion, if we can

9 continue to utilize the roomafter the day maybe

10 for alittle while so that we can have a

11 debriefing, as community nenbers together, if

12 that's possible to have the space for a while? W

13 wll see to that.

14 M5. JOHNSON:  Yeah, we'll work it out.
15 THE CHAIRMAN: | think that shoul d be
16 possible. W wll just have to nmake sure the desk

17 knows.

18 SHAWNA HENDERSON ARTHURSON:  Thank
19 you.
20 So with that, you know, | just pray

21 for courage for our nenbers who are going to be
22 sharing today. And again thank you for the

23 opportunity to speak on this nmatter.

24 SOPHI E LOCKHART:  Good norni ng again

25 Sophi e Lockhart, Fox Lake Cree Nation councillor.
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1 | was al so very happy to be part of the hearings,
2 sharing our stories. | was also picked as an
3 el der frommy conmmunity. And | just -- | like the
4 way it was set up, like the elders go first and

5 then the m ddl e age and then the youth. Because,
6 you know, us elders from Fox Lake and el ders back
7 hone, we went through lots. And then it affected
8 the way, the way our |ifestyles |I guess, unhealthy
9 lifestyles. It affected everybody in the

10 conmmunity, especially our children. And today,

11 you know, there is going to be, to ne anyway there
12 is going to be healing happening here. And that's
13 why we ask for the extension of the roomhere, so
14 that we can debrief later on today. And with

15 that, Egosi, for inviting ne here. Thank you.

16 ROBERT WAVEY: Good norni ng agai n.

17 Thank you, councillors. M nane is Robert \Wavey.
18 This is kind of a quick background before | read
19 ny prepared statenment. | believe | forwarded

20 this, so there is a copy available. | think

21 sent it to Cathy.

22 | have a long, long history wth Fox
23 Lake, going back to being first elected to counci
24 back in, oh, should | say that, that |ong ago, '71

25 or thereabouts. | was just a young nan at the
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1 time. And |'ve been with ny community on and off

2 since that tine. | have also had a brief stint

3 with the Manitoba Governnment for about ten years,
4 where | nmet your chair. And so | guess | just

5 want to say that sone of the stories that you're
6 going to be hearing today |I think are very

7 enotional, and as councillor nmentioned, it is a

8 heal i ng process for a lot of them As sonmeone who
9 attended residential school as well, | can tel

10 you that the inpact of hydro devel opnent is no

11 less. And | can say that from personal experience
12 having felt the inpacts of both. So on that note,
13 " mjust going to nove forward.

14 And so last fall where we submtted
15 our presentation to the C ean Environnment

16 Comm ssion through its outreach program about

17 whet her the cunul ative effects of 50 plus years of
18 hydroel ectric devel opnent is accurately reflected
19 in the report that was conpiled by Manitoba and
20 Mani t oba Hydro. Fox Lake Cree Nation had al so

21 requested a community neeting to present and

22 di scuss its review findings. Although the

23 presentations are not being held at Fox Lake, as
24  we had requested, we are pleased to have this

25 opportunity to have menbers representing the
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1 generations of Fox First Nations speak to the

2 Comm ssi on about their experiences, and | believe
3 the councillors also referenced that. So |'ve

4 been asked to preface their statenents with

5 openi ng conments.

6 Mani t oba Hydro's four |argest

7 generating stations and supporting infrastructure,
8 such as converter stations and Bipoles I, Il and
9 1l transmission lines, are all located within an
10 approximate 100 kilonmetre stretch of the Nel son
11 River in Fox Lake Cree traditional territory.

12 They have experienced over a half century of

13 adverse effects inpacts upon their personal,

14 famly and community lives, conmunity

15 or gani zati ons, governance and the environnent,

16 resulting from previous Manitoba Hydro

17 construction of the Kettle, Long Spruce and

18 Li mnestone CGenerating Stations and, of course, the
19 supporting infrastructure. For those of you that
20 have not been up there, if you were to fly over
21 there, it's nothing but transm ssion |ines

22 everywhere. You probably couldn't throw a stone
23 anywhere without hitting one. That's how many

24 t here are.

25 So the Fox Lake people were excl uded
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1 from any neani ngful involvenent in these

2 devel opnment s, including consideration of the

3 possibility of adverse effects on the people,

4 comunity, |and and our resources.

5 A quote fromour grievance statenent,

6 Forgotten Nation in the Shadow of the Dans, said:

7 "Any fair understandi ng of the Fox

8 Lake Cree today and the inpacts of

9 hydro devel opnent nust be rooted in an
10 appreci ati on of who the people are and
11 the nature and extent of ancestra

12 | ands and wat er ways. "

13 And as | said earlier, that was our grievance

14  statenent from 1997.

15 In the report into the flood inquiry
16 into northern hydro devel opnent in 2001, a forner

17 chi ef said:

18 "We are forgotten. We have tried many
19 times for many years to be heard.”
20 The storyline, however, has begun to

21 change with the nore recent devel opnent and

22 current construction of the Keeyask CGenerating

23 Station and the Keewati nook Converter Station and
24 the Bipole Il Transm ssion Line.

25 Still, the Fox Lake Cree Nation
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1 remai ns extrenely sensitive to the fact that since
2 recognition of the Cree Nation in 1947, they were
3 conspi cuously overl ooked and seem ngly

4 non-exi stent in nost every instance in which

5 deci sions were made affecting their conmunity,

6 their lives, and the |and and natural resources in
7 their territory. Unlike other inpacted

8 communities, water levels were not the only

9 adverse effect suffered by the people of Fox Lake.
10 Their honme comunity was literally taken fromthem
11 and redevel oped to neet the needs of the

12 hydr oel ectric devel opnent work force, w thout any
13 meani ngful regard for the Fox Lake people's

14 lifestyle, situation, needs, desires or

15 aspirations.

16 In the early 2000s, Fox Lake devel oped
17 and began designing a social, cultural and health
18 i npact study. The purpose of the study, called by
19 its acronym SCHI P for short, was to address the
20 potential human inpacts associated with the
21 devel opnent of the Keeyask Generating Station and
22 rel ated hydro activities on the Fox Lake Cree
23 people. The data was coll ected and anal yzed
24 bet ween 2007 and 2009, and the draft report was
25 written in 2011. It includes an analysis of the
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1 i npacts upon the Fox Lake Cree people within the

2 short, internediate, and long termtine franes,

3 that is the current and future generational

4 inpacts. It is only now that Fox Lake is able to
5 begi n sharing sone of the study findings publicly.
6 The followi ng are some of the excerpts fromthat

7 report, and it says:

8 "Up until the start of hydro

9 constructions in the 1960s, Fox Lake
10 Cree were able to successfully adapt
11 to changes made to the resource bases
12 t hat acconpanied them In fact,

13 several historical sources described
14 the Fox Lake Cree as a healthy people
15 wi t hout any noteworthy socia

16 pr obl ens.

17 The rel ative cal mwas severely altered
18 in the md 1960s. Drastic health and
19 soci al changes coincided with massive
20 destruction to the |land and waters

21 with the construction of the

22 hydroel ectric projects. An inquiry

23 into the inpacts on Aborigi nal peopl es
24 of Manitoba Hydro devel opnents from

25 the 1960s to the 1990s descri bed Fox
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1 Lake Cree Nation, and sonetines Split
2 Lake, as the two nost severely
3 i npacted conmmunities. The changes to
4 t he social and econonmi c wel |l -bei ng
5 were noted imediately with the
6 introduction of the initial Hydro
7 constructions."”
8 According to the Reid Crow her report

9 of 1967, imredi ate disparities between the Fox

10 Lake Cree and the newconers were quickly apparent.

11 "Al t hough opportunities have now been
12 created for inprovenent, not all of
13 the original residents of Gllamare
14 equi pped to, nor are they desirous of
15 t aki ng advantage of this situation.
16 Consequently, there has devel oped a
17 great disparity between higher and

18 | ower levels and styles of |iving.

19 Mor eover, the people presently living
20 according to |l ower standards are

21 hanpered in their attenpt at

22 i nprovenent by a pervasive feeling of
23 power | essness and inability to control
24 future events."

25 A report by InterGoup and MLaren
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1 Pl ansearch in February 1986 regarding the
2 envi ronment al i npact assessnent of the Linestone
3 Generating Station remarked on the inpact of the
4 influx of workers into the region and the FRAYI NG
5 of community integration anong the Fox Lake Cree
6 over the decades after the initial constructions
7 of 1965. And it said:
8 "The original population and the
9 acconpanyi ng comunity |ifestyle was
10 engulfed in a ninefold increase in
11 popul ati on, and cohesi on of the
12 community has been greatly affected.
13 The nost obvious division is between
14 t he Fox Lake Cree band/ Metis people
15 and the non-native community."
16 It is unfortunate to have to say that that still
17 exi sts.
18 The initial constructions in the 1960s
19 brought in an influx of about 4,000 people to the
20 area. The influx acconpani ed sharp reduction of
21 access to waterways and |lands. | should say that
22 the initial population at that time was about 350
23 peopl e.
24 The conbi nation of factors squeezed
25 out the Fox Lake people fromtheir homes and




RCEA Fox Lake Cree Nation January 19, 2018

Page 21
1 lifestyles and fromtheir means of subsistence

2 econony and created a rapid shift from

3 sel f-sufficiency to near total dependency.

4 Specific inpacts of 30 years of

5 hydroel ectric constructions in the area, 1960s to
6 the 1990s, are described in an inquiry court of

7 2001. And it said:

8 "The Fox Lake Cree found thensel ves at
9 the very centre of a col ossa

10 construction project. Not only was

11 their place of residence, Gllam

12 selected to becone the residential hub
13 of the project, but also the vicinity

14 becanme a patchwork of thirty separate

15 construction sites. These included

16 three generating stations, two

17 converter stations, several

18 transm ssion |ines, nunerous dikes,

19 canps, quarries, access roads, and the
20 diverted river, the Butnau."

21 And the Butnau area was significant to the Fox
22 Lake Cree at the tine. It still is | should add.
23 And then it goes on to say:

24 "The Fox Lake situation was al so

25 noteworthy for the enormty of the
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1 changes and the speed with which they
2 occurred. In 1965 there were an
3 estimated 350 people in GIlam
4 predom nantly Cree. By the late
5 1960s, there were 2,000 people in town
6 and anot her 1,500 in a nearby
7 construction canp. After the Nel son
8 Ri ver was conpletely damed at Kettle
9 in 1970, water levels rose up to 30
10 netres and al nost 22, 000 hectares of
11 | and were flooded."

12 So the atrocities described over the period of

13 time between the initial construction in the 1960s
14 and the continuing constructions of two nore dans
15 in the 1970s to 1990s, included the sexual abuse
16 of wonmen by the workers, as well as rising social
17 problenms within the communities and famlies,

18 i ncl udi ng escal ati ng poverty, housing shortages,
19 fam lial breakdown and domestic viol ence.

20 I n hydroel ectric devel opnent terns,

21 the Kettle Rapids construction set the stage for
22 the cunul ative effects that foll owed and the

23 reasons why we are here today.

24 But rather than provide the Conm ssion

25 with nore witten reports and docunents, the Fox
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1 Lake el ders, adults and youth present today

2 t hensel ves, and as part of their healing journey
3 are here to speak to you about their personal

4  experiences and observations. Thank you.

5 Wth that we will go to the speakers
6 in the speaking order. First is Marie Henderson.
7 MARI E HENDERSON: Hello, | have to sit

8 down doing nmy presentation

9 Just to give you sone stories about

10 how it was when | was growing up in Gllam before
11 Hydro canme. People |ived anbngst each ot her,

12 hel ped each other out, shared a |lot of things |like
13 their food and whatever, hel ped if a nei ghbour

14 needed. People got together and hel ped one

15 another. And the community menbers | ooked after
16 the kids, |ooked after one another. And there are
17 things that could be done in the community, say

18 for instance, my nom she did a |ot of hide

19 snoki ng, hide cleaning, preparing. She did a |ot

20 of that and I was one there to help her. And |

21 still can renenber howit's done. And al so people
22 woul d get together and have, | guess you can cal
23 it a picnic, when you are helping a famly nenber

24 build a house. The nen got together and did the

25 carpentry, and the wonen got together and cooked,
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1 and the children were there to play and enjoy.

2 The things that happened, that changed
3 so fast was the people that canme into the

4 community of Gllam | renmenber hearing in Cree

5 (Native |l anguage), that nmeans electricity. And |
6 couldn't really understand what was really tal ked
7 about, until | started seeing people comng into

8 the community with all of these changes happeni ng,
9 wecking the town that | lived in, taking over the
10 community, w ecking our playground, wecking the
11 | and that we so enjoyed going for wal ks in the

12 bush, just to go picking berries or just to admre
13 the nature.

14 And there was no addictions back then
15 as now. People got together. As today and as

16 over the years as | was growing up, | seen a |ot
17 of changes, a lot of discrimnation, a |ot of

18 abuse, violence, not within the comunity nenbers
19 but within the people that cane into the

20 community. The kids were taught that we're dirty
21 | ndi ans, there were stones thrown at us. The

22 school systemdiscrimnated in calling us Jericos,
23 wagon burners. And | guess we were, sone of us

24  were pushed to the wall, and we had to cone out

25 fighting in order to survive, not understandi ng
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1 why this is happening because we never were

2 brought up like that. W weren't brought up to

3 hat e people. W weren't brought up to judge

4 peopl e, because we were as a comunity with one

5 anot her.

6 There's a ot of changes with how

7 things are done. They just cane in and took over.
8 W were pushed aside. As a child, not

9 under st andi ng what was happeni ng, there was fear.
10 And as | got older, there was anger, anger cane
11 into ny life because | felt helpless. | felt

12 hel pl ess because | couldn't do anything. W

13 weren't included -- we weren't included as humans
14 in our own comunity. We were nothing to them
15 It even got to the point where they said we were

16 squatters in our own | and, because they wanted the
17 construction to be built.

18 Even the RCWP, the |aw that was

19 supposed to protect the people of the comunity,
20 did not do such thing. | renmenber ny

21 brot her-in-law com ng home, he was wal ki ng hone

22 fromhis nother's after visiting in the evening,
23 and he got picked up and they accused hi m of being
24  drunk. And they took himin the drunk tank and

25 t hey beat himup, they used the phone book, using
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1 that with the baton. And ny sister convinced him

2 totalk to the chief at that time. | guess

3 sonebody had a caring heart to listen to him what
4 was goi ng on.

5 And sane thing to us when we were in
6 school, we were hauled to the police station

7 because we were accused of beating up kids in

8 school. And I'mhonestly very grateful for that

9 RCMP that |istened to us when we told our stories,
10 what was going on in that school. And he tal ked
11 to the chief. And | don't know who the chief

12 talked to, but there was sone action done. That's
13 when | realized that there is people out there

14 that could help us.

15 | guess |I'mone of the many people

16 that survived the generation of danms being built
17 up north, Kettle, Long Spruce, Linestone, now

18 Keeyask and Keewati nook are out there. And |

19 don't even want to go there. | just can't. |

20 just feel so hurt and angry towards what they have
21 done to the | and, because | can't even take ny

22 grandchildren to the | and anynore because of the
23 darmage that's been done.

24 W can't go canpi ng because they're

25 enforcing their |aws, the security, nmaking us feel
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1 like we are terrorists in our own country.
2 | seen a lot of things grow ng up,
3 t hi ngs that happened to the people. | seen a

4 wonman getting raped and I couldn't do a dam

5 thing. And all they did was |laugh, like it was

6 nothing, it was no big deal.

7 There was a | ot of things that we

8 survived fromthe land, we lived off the land for
9 the food. Things changed so fast that we couldn't
10 even do that anynore, because the wildlife was

11 getting tainted with nercury, the fish was bad.

12 And that's one of the things that we were brought
13 up; that fish was the best, best food for wonan to
14 breastfeed. Can't even do that now because of the
15 water, the damages of the water fromall of these
16 constructions. The mgration is just gone.

17 Peopl e conplain in the community of

18 G | | am because the aninmals are comng into their
19 town. Well, | can understand why the aninmals are
20 comng to the community, because they have nowhere
21 else to go. Al of their areas where they

22 mgrated is gone, is destroyed.

23 It's different for people that live in
24 a city because you probably don't conprehend what

25 it is to survive off the land, to live off the
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1 land, to | ook at the beautiful |and that we had

2 once, now i s nothing but destruction, the trees

3 are gone.

4 One tinme ny daughter was out by

5 Conawapa, Keewatinook. She seen this eagle just

6 flying around, lost, he lost his nest. He had

7 nowhere to | and. And eagles are the nobst precious
8 birds. They are the nost respected ani mal of the
9 birds in our First Nations people.

10 There's a | ot of things that happened.
11 | can see -- | was one of those people that -- one
12 of the houses that was bulldozed, ny nom s place
13 and ny nei ghbour. And we got these nmatchstick

14 houses they called them \al king down the street
15 where they were buil ding Hydro houses, ny nom and
16 two other |adies were wal king down the street just
17 observing, |ooking at these beautiful houses, and
18 | ooking at mne they felt ashanmed. And ny nom

19 sai d, these houses shoul d be belonging to us

20 (native | anguage.)

21 | felt ashaned of ny house that was
22 given to us. Actually, it wasn't given to us, we
23 had to pay, ny nomhad to pay. | can't renenber
24 how much she had to pay, but being a wi dow living

25 on a fixed dollar all owance a nonth to survive,
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1 and she did a | ot of beadwork to inprovise, to put

2 food on the table.

3 W couldn't go in the bush any nore to
4 go get wood because there was nothing there. So
5 we had no choice but to get fuel, and even that

6 was -- the cost was high. And we had these young
7 peopl e comng to ny house dunping junk in front of
8 ny house, rotten wood, and wanted nmy nomto pay

9 them $120. And it got to the point where it was
10 just getting -- to fight my nom because ny nom
11 said we didn't want to pay because we didn't ask
12 for the wood. It was horrible. W were being

13 chased on the street, targeted to get beat up.

14 But today I'ma survivor and I'ma
15 very strong woman and | will not let this happen
16 again. | nmean | can -- | fight, | fight, | speak

17 with words. At that time | was a very angry
18 person of all of the things that happened to us in
19 the community of Gllam W couldn't govern
20 ourselves in Gllam W had to abide by the | aws,
21 the white man's | aws, where you had to get a
22 permt to build this or you had to get a permt to
23 have a fire outside of your house, or you couldn't
24 si nge your goose outside your house, you had to go

25 in the bush and hide and do it.
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1 So we noved to Fox Lake. W didn't

2 need anybody's permssion to do that. It was |ike
3 goi ng back when I was a child. W did what we

4 wanted to do. We taught our kids the things that
5 we learned about hunting and trapping. And even

6 that's getting very scarce because of all of the

7 construction that's happening up north. You need
8 to be escorted to go to wherever the trappers need
9 to go, or you need to get perm ssion from Hydro

10 ahead of time before you can cross. And that's so
11 stupid. And it's our |and.

12 You guys, they don't belong there,

13 peopl e up north that work for Hydro or any other
14 construction, they don't have no investnent in the
15 north. They never invested. They nake all of the
16 noney and they come down south and nmake houses,

17 t hey make beautiful houses. There's only maybe

18 about four people that retired in Gllamthat live
19 there, and only one of themwas for Hydro, and the
20 rest were, Town of G llamwere Natural Resources
21 or the H ghways. They nust have | oved G Il am
22 But no, | hear people talk, I"'mretiring, getting
23 a house built down south. That's howit is. Wy
24 couldn't they stay in Gllamand provide whatever
25 it is, just live there and enjoy their life?
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1 There is nothing happening in GIIlam

2 ri ght now because even that changed. | renenber
3 we were told as kids that the rec centre is going
4 to be for the children to use for recreation.

5 That didn't last long. It didn't take them | ong
6 to start kicking us out, because we were enjoying
7 life and having fun. It got strict, strict,

8 strict. You couldn't even laugh in the rec

9 centre. You couldn't even have ganes in the rec
10 centre.

11 |"mjust trying to nake you guys

12 understand how it is when | was grow ng up.

13 There's other stories out there by other people.
14 | nean, a lot of ny people worked hard. None of
15 them heard of welfare back then. There was no

16 such thing as welfare, because we survived by

17 hunting and trapping. And that's how it was,

18 that's how they nmade noney. And then the

19 construction canme, people got hired, they didn't
20 stay long on the job. They either got fired.

21 That's when the wel fare systemcane in there, took
22 away pride in people.

23 When | started attendi ng band neetings
24  when nmy nomwas -- nmy nomused to take ne to band

25 neetings and that's how | started |earning about
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1 the band and things that | |earned over the years
2 | used as a resource. And that's one thing, |
3 made nyself a promise that | will, as much as |
4 can help, I wll not allow this to happen again.
5 W have people out there now that are

6 educat ed, that can speak up, that we can help

7 them lead theminto the direction of getting

8 sonet hing out of all of the construction,

9 destruction that has happened in our comrunity.
10 W were forced out of there because
11 Hydro wanted the community. Nobody listened to
12 us, because we weren't part of it. They nmade damm
13 sure that we knew that we didn't belong. They
14 made us feel like we didn't bel ong.

15 | seen machines just coming in and

16 just bulldozing the land that we as kids used as
17 t he playground. And we stood there watching,

18 asking what's going on? Wy is this happening?
19 And then that's when Hydro came out, Hydro, Hydro
20 Hydro, that's all it is, is Hydro.

21 | could never understand why do they
22 need that power? Like, why couldn't they go

23 sonepl ace el se? There's a lot of rivers down

24  south. But nothing but destruction in ny

25 comunity.
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1 There is so nuch discrimnation and

2 racismthere, and then when you try and defend

3 yoursel f, right away they turn it around and it is
4 |like a narcissist, that's howit is, that's how

5 they are, they are narcissists. But |'mone of

6 t hose people that don't stand back and take it.

7 They hear ny voice, sonetines in anger, or

8 guestion it.

9 | ' ve been sober for about 37 years and
10 |"ve seen a lot of things, and | taught ny kids

11 that in order to survive in this world you have to
12 stand up for yourself. | told themhow it was

13 when | was growi ng up, that there was nobody there
14 for us, they just canme over and took over

15 everything. They nmust have been negotiating

16 behi nd cl osed doors w thout us being involved,

17 that we didn't matter. They took a | ot of things
18 away fromus, pretending not to know that these

19 t hi ngs exi sted.

20 Li ke we want -- the people in G Il am
21 wanted Gllamas a reserve. But sonewhere al ong
22 the line, the docunentations were lost. |

23 remenber that. | renenber hearing the people talk
24  about the reserve in Gllam and how it was done.

25 But when you deal with the governnent things get
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1 | ost, because they want things their way, they

2 want that nmoney. |It's all about noney, that's al
3 it is. They didn't care about the lives of the

4 people that lived in Gllam They didn't care

5 about the destruction of the |land, the water.

6 We know that Churchill -- in Gllam
7 there's a place called Churchill. W used to walk
8 over there every Sunday, go picking berries, just
9 towards the airport. |It's full of berries. That
10 was a spot where famlies went there and picked
11 berries. That was one of the things that, when it
12 was tinme for picking berries, we would get

13 t oget her and wal k over there and, you know,

14 famlies would trade nmaking jam or we woul d nake
15 bannock. It's like a small feast, celebration of
16 the band of getting food. Now we don't even have
17 that. W don't even have hardly any place to | ook
18 for the nedicines of what we used to use, because
19 it's not there.

20 | know there was sone elders in the
21 comunity that made trips in the bush to go and
22 gat her up their nmedicines. Just so many things
23 that we | ost because of the dans. W can't get it
24  Dback.

25 | used to love -- | used to help ny
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1 dad, before I lost ny dad | used to help himgo

2 and chop wood and haul it by dogsled. Now you

3 can't even do that. You have to go naybe 10,

4 15 miles in the bush in order to get wood.

5 Can't survive anynore. The cost of

6 Hydro, the cost of electricity is getting higher

7 and higher. Last nonth our Hydro bill was |ike

8 $401. And for sone famlies it's hard to keep up
9 with that because the cost is high. And why

10 should we have to pay so nuch? Because it's right
11 in our backyard. Those dans are right in our

12  backyard, and here we're paying $400, $500 a nonth
13 on Hydro, and there is still going to be

14 increases. And that's making it difficult for

15 everybody to live.

16 Li ke, the food is getting scarce. The
17 caribou, the mgration of the caribou this year

18 didn't cone our way because there's nothing there
19 for them |It's gone. They went the other way,

20 they went towards Split Lake. People back hone
21 were waiting because that's one of the foods that
22 they live on is caribou. Even the nobose is very
23 scarce because there's nothing there. Fish is

24  very scarce. You can eat rabbit. This year, |

25 haven't had rabbit this year because there's
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1 nothing there. 1It's all because of noney.
2 | renmenber one of the things that --
3 going to school in Gllam the construction that
4 was working on Kettle, they had buses for their
5 own kids, they segregated -- they segregated the
6 town ki ds, and other conpanies, they had their own
7 buses. And that caused a lot of friction when it
8 was going to school and after school. Especially
9 after school it caused a lot of friction because
10 the aninosity, | guess, because of who they were
11 and who we are. And they created that. That was
12 created by adults. And those kids didn't know. |
13 mean, why did it happen? Kids throw ng rocks at
14 us saying, you know, you dirty Indians.
15 confronted one guy, | confronted -- he noved to
16 Gllam-- | confronted himright outside his door
17 | told him come and try and fight ne now, | told
18 him get ny boys after you. He backed off right
19 away. He knew what | was tal king about, but he
20 was trying to deny it.
21 W weren't really allowed to
22 participate in sports in school. Not unless
23 you -- you had to brown nose, but that wasn't ne.
24 | wasn't going to kiss anybody's brown ass to be
25 part of them that's not ne. | was taught better.
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1 Even in -- even in the church, Ilike,

2 we were brought up in a church, even part of that
3 church we were pushed out too because we didn't

4 bel ong. The white people canme and took over the
5 church. It wasn't the sane.

6 There's a ot of things that have

7 happened. Sonetinmes it is hard to tal k about

8 t hi ngs that have happened because sonetines | just
9 don't want to think about it, because it's too

10 painful. 1've seen a |lot of violence. W've

11 buried a ot of people. W buried a | ot of people
12 over the years because of the things that

13 happened.

14 Maybe they think that -- the people
15 that came here because they have a different

16 colour skin -- that we didn't have those feelings,
17 we didn't have a conscience. But we did. And |
18 knew that, | knew that | had to go for a healing
19 journey on nyself in order to continue survivVing,
20 watching these constructions that are happening
21 today. Because a |lot of those, a |ot of the anger
22 that I have, | had in nme growi ng up, stemmed from
23 what happened as a child and al so as an adult.

24 But now I'mnore focused. | can voice mny opinion

25 | can tell the next person how | feel or what I
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1 think is not right, or that this is how we shoul d

2 do this, or this is how!l think we should change

3 it, you know, conprom se.

4 | remenber when Robert was -- when the
5 council were neeting they said we need to get a

6 young person, start teaching the young person.

7 And Robert was the one that was selected to carry,

8 to start learning and carrying on. And he is

9 still here. There's still other few people that
10 are still involved. 1've been with the band over
11 30 years now. | have seen a | ot of things.

12 wore different hats and | |earned a | ot of things,
13 and I'mstill learning. You never stop |earning.
14 And | al ways encourage the young

15 people to get involved, to be heard, because they

16 are inportant. Because they're going to be the

17 ones carrying on after we're done, but we'll

18 al ways be in the background hel ping out as nuch as
19 we can.

20 A lot of houses were torn dowmn. A |ot
21  of houses were built, not for us, but the

22 enpl oyees of Hydro. You can only inmagi ne how our

23 parents felt, especially when they see that those

24 shoul d be bel onging to us.

25 ROBERT WAVEY: Thank you, Mari e.
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1 She wants a short tine out. She is

2 goi ng to excuse herself for a m nute.

3 |"mjust going to pick up alittle bit
4 on what Marie was saying earlier. It brings back
5 menories for sure about the days back then.

6 think one of the things that |I'm always rem nded
7 is that before 1960, we weren't even Canadi ans, as
8 it were. So we weren't allowed to vote unti

9 1960. So anyt hing that happened back then,

10 especially the point about the reserve land -- you
11 see Fox Lake had requested reserve land in Gllam
12 beginning in the late 1940s. Now, it didn't

13 commt themto surveying land, it had Gllamfor
14 us. That never happened. By the tine it got

15 around to it, all of the |l and had been turned over
16 and sold to Manitoba Hydro for devel opnent. So
17 we're still fighting at least to get sone land in
18 that towmm. And with the way | egislation had

19 changed between the Province and Canada in its
20  subsequent agreenents, we can't get any land in
21 the Town of G Ilamthrough the normal agreenents
22 of Treaty Land Entitlenent, for exanple. So
23 that's another tidbit, | guess, if you want to put
24 it that way.

25 We were al so one of those conmmunities
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1 that was called -- that was affected by the --

2 what did they call it -- the 1964 trade-off

3 agreenent -- trade-off agreenment between Manitoba
4 and Canada. Two Deputy M nisters apparently

5 traded comuniti es anongst each other to

6 accommodate their requirenents, or to nake it

7 easier for them That involved -- for exanple,

8 Cross Lake has a reserve and an off-reserve

9 community. So that trade-off agreenent said,

10 well, instead of the Federal Governnent doing the
11 reserve and the province doing the off-reserve

12 comunities, why doesn't the Federal CGovernnent
13 take care of all of those comunities, and in

14  exchange we will take care of this reserve

15 comunity plus our regular community. Except for
16 us, we were in Gllam So | guess the trade-off
17 was the Province was supposed to | ook after our
18 heal th services in exchange, but we had to go to
19 Churchill. That agreenent still exists today. So
20 anytime we want to get services fromthe Federal

21 Governnment, we're referred to the province. So it

22 stinks like that. It is a lot nore detailed than
23 that, | was just giving you a quick overview.
24 Il wll let Sophie speak

25 SOPH E LOCKHART: Hello again. | just
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1 wanted to share a bit of nmy story. | wanted to

2 share a little bit about the residential school

3 al so, because | see nyself as a double survivor,

4 residential school and the Hydro dans. Anyway, |
5 went to a residential school for eight years. The
6 first tine | went there | didn't know one word of
7 English, and then all | spoke was Cree. So when

8 got there, ny sister and | went to the sane

9 residential school, ny sister Mary, |'mover a

10 year ol der than her. W were always together, and
11 she is nmy friend, ny sister. And we ended up in
12 Brandon that first year. It was really nice being
13 together. And the followi ng year we were

14  separated. | went to a different school and she
15 stayed in Brandon, then she went to Dauphin. M,
16 | went to Birtle.

17 Anyway, being in residential school we
18 were told not to speak our |anguage. And if we

19 were caught speaking our |anguage, we woul d get
20 puni shed, get sl apped, you know, get hair pulled
21 and sent off to bed w thout eating supper or
22 sonet hi ng.
23 And there was a | ot of things that was
24 at that residential school too. Like for

25 puni shnent, if we got caught speaking your
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1 | anguage, the punishnent cane in the formof --

2 they waited until Saturday, and then a whol e bunch
3 of us kids would go in the dining roomand we were

4 made to scrub floors with a toothbrush and all of

5 the stairwells in the school. And | was al ways
6 there. | was, | guess you could say | was bad.
7 You know, like | wanted to speak ny | anguage.

8 And another tinme -- | ran away from

9 school three tinmes, just to get away fromthat

10 awful place. | didn't know where | was going, |
11 just wanted to get away fromthere. And each tine
12 we got caught, we would get hit. The last tinme |
13 ran away | got hit with hockey sticks, and it was
14 really awf ul

15 And goi ng back to ny | anguage, | spoke
16 ny | anguage the two nonths I was at honme with ny
17 parents because they never spoke English. So

18 that's how | continued to speak Cree, and today |
19 interpret for the elders. And enough of

20 residential school.

21 Anyway, |'ve tried putting that past
22 behind ne. You know, I went to, I went and did ny
23 story, | shared ny story. And you know, | guess
24 when | went for ny hearing, that's the first tinme

25 | guess, you know when you go in your hearing they
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1 ask you if you want the church, the religious way
2 or the traditional way of praying. | choose the
3 traditional way, the snudging and everything. So
4 what they did was, | snudged, and then let it
5 burn. | guess it was |ike burning and burning,
6 and when | was done, they stopped ne because it
7 was really, really hurtful. | couldn't, |ike I
8 was crying for nmy nom and everything, you know, ny
9 nom has been gone since 1971. And so the
10 adj udi cator says, you know, we can't put her
11 through this anynore, we'll stop it. And then
12 when | did cone back to the room they tried to
13 put that sage and whatever el se, nedicines, tried
14 to put it away -- trying to put it out, | should
15 say, it wouldn't go out. And | was telling ny
16 daughter, and ny granddaughter was there too, she
17 is 19 now, she says, you know nana, maybe it
18 didn't go out because you didn't really fully tel
19 your story, she said. You know, com ng froma
20 t eenager, you know, they are smarter, our kids
21 t oday, our youth.
22 Okay. To tal k about the Hydro,
23 Gllam the devel opments and stuff. Yes, there
24 was a lot of stuff, a lot of things that happened
25 to us as young wonen. Like today |I'm 65 years
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1 old, and all of this stuff that happened, | was in

2 ny 20s. And like there was a |ot of, you could

3 say an influx of workers that cane into our

4 comunity, where they woul d get us drunk and take
5 advant age of us. Not just ne, but mny other

6 friends. And we went through lots. Today | can
7 stand here and tal k about it because, you know,

8 today |I'ma stronger person now, stronger wonan,

9 |"ve been through it.

10 And we tal k about destruction in our
11 | and too. Like Robert mentioned Cash Lake. Well,
12 that's where nost of our -- well, a couple of our
13 el ders used to go there fishing and everything,

14 trapping. | think it was |ast year, |ast year we
15 took a trip there with a van full of elders. And
16 one was sitting in the front, he just turned 90 a
17 coupl e of weeks ago, he was crying. He said this
18 is where we used to hunt and fish, he said, nme and
19 this late Norman, he said. And then the fenale
20 el ders in the back were saying, you know, we can't
21 believe it, a couple of years ago, driving through
22 here we had all kinds of trees, now everything is
23 down they said. And they were crying too.

24 And this was, | worked for

25 M no-Pimatisiwin project, it was an 18 nonth




RCEA Fox Lake Cree Nation January 19, 2018

Page 45
1 project -- mno-pimatisiwin means good life in

2 Cree -- and we had these elders that hel ped today.
3 You know, Manitoba Hydro, | don't know where they
4 come up with all their ideas sonmetines. You know,
5 when they started cl earing and everything, they

6 said, oh, he says they are saying in the

7 neeting -- sorry, | have to wave around when |I'm
8 talking -- anyway, he said, you know, we are going
9 to build a bridge for the caribou to cross. And |
10 said what? You know, just to make us feel like
11 they were hel ping us. And then another tine

12 went to another neeting where they said, you know,
13 we're building these fish |adders for the fish to
14 get through. GCh nmy CGod, all of the noney that

15 t hey spend, they should have had our houses built
16 for us.

17 They conme and destroyed our | and and
18 they all have beautiful houses in Gllam green
19 | awns and everything, but our lawns are just nud
20 and gravel and everything. And | heard this one
21 | ady, she was on Churchill Place |I think, she

22 says, oh, you know, it's so dusty around here,

23 hope they get these roads fixed up, you know,

24 can't even open the window. | told her try cone

25 living at Kettle Crescent, you know, we don't
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1 conplain, as long as we have a house and it's

2 al ways nice and clean, | told her. And she said,
3 you know, you're right. And | said yeah, you know
4 "' mright.

5 Yeah, that's -- these are our houses.

6 And we don't have very nuch, but there's a |ot of
7 | ove in those houses. This is where our kids grew
8 up and our grandkids are there now every day

9 visiting us. And you know, today | try ny best to
10 hel p out with the youth around the conmunity. |

11 talk to people. | have a good listening ear. You
12 know, sonetinmes our nenbers just need sonebody to
13 listen to, for themto talk and for soneone to

14 listen to them That's all they need sonetines,

15 you know, just --

16 And | can tal k about Linestone too,

17 you know, a | ot of things happened to us. One of
18 the things was ny brother -- ny brother was killed
19 in, it was a hit-and-run by a Hydro van with three
20 people in there. M brother was comng to
21 Sundance to go to a Hall oween social there with
22 his best friend, John's dad. They were
23 hitchhi king. And ny brother got hit with the van.
24 And the driver of that van, they all -- like it
25 was a hit-and-run, they ran away, and they didn't




RCEA Fox Lake Cree Nation January 19, 2018

Page 47
1 find himfor mybe two days. And when the RCWP

2 did find him they shipped himout of Gllam you
3 know, because the driver was -- his dad was ki nd
4 of big boss for Hydro. And then when they went to
5 court, the driver that killed ny brother got a

6 $400 fine, no jail or nothing. Today, you know - -
7 this is what our people went through.

8 Anyway, ny brother, this happened in
9 1983, ny brother was a good young man, he had a
10 good heart. Still today we mss him His

11 bi rt hday just passed and | think about himevery
12 day, you know, the friends he had, they m ss him
13 You tal k about the influx of workers,
14 I'i ke our wonen bei ng disrespected, | guess.

15 There's sone good and sonme bad that came out of

16 the dams. You know, |I'man alcoholic. | drank
17 every chance | got, you know, to nunb the pain

18 that I'mcarrying. | hit rock bottomin 1985,

19 when | had three children that were apprehended.
20 | had two girls and a boy. And | thought about

21 things |like when | was sent to a treatnment centre,
22 but I only stayed for two days because in those
23 two days | was thinking of killing nyself, harm ng
24 nyself, thinking of a way to -- thinking of a way

25 to get out of the treatnent centre so | can get to
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1 ny kids and do sonething. And then they told

2 me -- | phoned ny worker and | said, you know, |

3 don't knowif I can handle all of this hurt that

4 "' mgoing through. And | said | don't know if

5 can finish the three weeks that |'m supposed to be
6 here. And he says, well, you can go hone, he

7 says, but you nmke sure you have a babysitter next
8 tine you go out drinking. So | said okay.

9 You know, | have been sober since

10 Oct ober 13, 1985. M kids were apprehended

11 Cct ober 9, 1985, and |'ve been sober ever since.
12 Today | have six grandchildren, | think -- anyway,
13 what | do to themtoo, | said | was an al coholic.
14 | try to be a parent for ny grandkids. Like I

15 wasn't really there for ny children, ny own

16 children, like | was already -- | was al ways

17 drinking and stuff like that. And today, | live a
18 different lifestyle today, a healthy lifestyle. |
19 don't drink, | don't snoke. And | ganble a little
20 bit. You know how they say it is always best, you
21 know, after crying, |aughter is good nedicine too.
22 So, you know, | have ny sister and ny
23 ot her sister works for Manitoba Hydro at Keeyask
24  as a human resource, or whatever she is. And

25 have a brother that works at Keewati nook and
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1 Keeyask.
2 And ny sister and | were left wth our
3 si bl ings when ny nom passed way and ny dad passed
4 away in Bird, in Fox Lake. He had a heart attack.
5 W just all grew up together, ny sister and | in
6 our parenting roles. | think we did pretty good,
7 we stayed together.
8 | have a brother that is really angry
9 too, nostly towards Hydro, you know, his brother
10 and all of that, you know, he has been in and out
11 of the system But | know one day he'll be okay.
12 You know, he doesn't need that place anynore. He
13 tal ks to Robert, you know, and | think for our
14 men, you know, that's the kind of healing they
15 shoul d go through, the traditional way of Ilife.
16 Li ke we had | ost that.
17 Li ke today, | wear a traditional skirt
18 today, woman's skirt, this is how we dressed when
19 we were younger. CQur wonen dressed like this too.
20 That's why | wanted to wear ny skirt today, just
21 to show who | amand allow ne to be a Cree wonman
22 you know, proud. So anyway, thank you for
23 Iistening. Egosi.
24 ROBERT WAVEY: Thank you, Sophie. Now
25 for Mary.
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1 MARY BEARDY: First of all, | wll

2 i ntroduce nyself. M nanme is Mary Beardy. [|'m

3 originally from Shamattawa First Nation, and then
4 | transferred to Fox Lake back in the 1970s. But
5 as growing up, we lived in Shamattawa, we foll owed
6 the seasonal cycle. W lived there with ny

7 grandparents because ny nomwas in the hospital,

8 she was in Ninette for TB. After ny nom cane back
9 hone, we noved to Churchill. M dad was al ready
10 working for CN. But ny grandparents brought us to

11 that area by the river system that's how we

12 navi gated. W left Shamattawa, we followed the

13 Shamattawa River into the Hayes where York is now.
14 W stayed at York Factory for a few days, then we
15 went around Marsh Point into the Nelson. And the
16 first trip we went into the Weir river, which is a
17 stop right where people use that Weir River system
18 al so. W stopped there and took the train to

19 Churchill.

20 That was the first trip and ny first
21 time seeing a train and | was scared to get on

22 because |I'd never seen anything |ike that before.
23 Al | knew was the |land around the area | was

24  brought up in. And then we went back hone and

25 then -- we went back honme and then we cane back
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1 again the sane way, but this time ny grandpa

2 Steven, he came by up the river, up the Nel son,

3 and we portaged to the Conawapa Rapids. M nom
4 was pregnant with ny sister Edna, and we had to

5 walk the shorelines, |ike you know, with her, and
6 then she was carrying stuff also. Wen you

7 portage you clinb, and then back into the natural

8 river.
9 And then we got off at Linestone.
10 There is a landing at Linestone. It is 352 it's

11 cal l ed, 352 Linestone. The CN stop -- but it's
12 al so the CN stop for 352. (Native |anguage),

13 that's what nmy grandpa used to call it.

14 Then we were in Churchill. W went by
15 train again to Churchill, and then we got caught
16 and went to residential school. W were sent to
17 residential school. That Indian agent, | think he

18 told the biggest lie to ny father. He says oh,
19 they're going to be treated well. You know, we

20 suffered quite a bit at the residential school

21 t 0o.

22 And |ike nost stories, nmy story is the
23 same. But with nme, | don't know, | haven't heard

24  any other stories, | was abused by sane sex abuse

25 at residential school by the |ady that was | ooking
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1 after us, and also by other femal e ol der students.
2 And then we were there, | was there about one
3 year, one year longer than nmy sister. | was in

4 Brandon first, and then |I got haul ed to Dauphin.

5 | guess ny story starts with | noved
6 to Gllamafter nmy nom passed on. | had a child
7 before | noved to Gllam He was just about born
8 on the train. H's nane is Stephen, he is ny

9 ol dest child. | stayed in Gllamafter |I noved
10 there, like you know, I noved to G |lam and then
11 stayed there.

12 Next thing | knew | was in the Fox

13 Lake band. | don't recall transferring, but |

14 think it was the | ate Janmes Neckoway that used to
15 try to help us, me and ny famly, he transferred
16 me to Fox Lake. And then | found a job, | worked,
17 and | had people |ooking after my son. And then
18 quit work there for a while, and he came to ny

19 house, he says, do you want to work? | said yeah.
20 He said I'mgoing to take you to Long Spruce, they
21 are looking for workers there. So he took ne to
22 Long Spruce, and | went and worked in Long Spruce.
23 | said who is going to | ook after my child? And
24  the chief said, don't worry about that, they wll

25 find sonmebody to | ook after your child. And you
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1 know that one man did a ot for me and ny child.

2 | tell stories, | get enotional when

3 tell stories about him how he helped ny famly.

4  And when we heard he passed on, | was devast at ed,
5 because who will | turn to now for hel p? Even
6 like his wife used to try and confort, | guess,

7 give confort, because this guy was ny friend, ny

8 best friend. And then I net ny other best friend.
9 He is nmy partner right now.

10 What | wanted to discuss is earlier

11  said about the land, how beautiful it was, how we
12 travel up and down that river system W used to
13 ride up and down the river and, you know, | ust

14  scoop up the water and drink it w thout having to
15 boil it. But now that river is damaged. |It's al
16 murky, it's all ugly, |I guess that's the word

17 that's best to describe that river, it's ugly.

18 The food that cones fromthat river is no good.

19 used to eat fish fromthat river, but these people
20 one tine cane to ny house, | was pregnant with ny
21 youngest daughter back in 1985, they did nercury
22 testing. And | got scared after that, | never

23 want to eat fish again after | got that mercury

24 tested. But they never cane back to us with -- to

25 me any way, | never got no answer as to if | was
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1 positive or negative for nercury. So | got
2 scared, | stopped eating fish.
3 And ny partner tells stories about how

4 they lived before Hydro. He was one, his famly

5 was one of themthat Hydro noved. They lived in

6 M chener up the hill sonmewhere. He describes how
7 the area was. He says they lived up the hill in

8 M chener, and next thing you know, Hydro noved

9 t hem because there was a house all ready for them
10 to nmove and then they destroyed his house. But he
11 says we used to just run through the back door and
12 get what we needed for food, berries, wood. He

13 said his dad used to go hunt npbose and it wasn't
14 far he went. But during the winter tinme he used
15 dogsl eds to go hunting, get wood.

16 When people, the first speakers that
17 tal ked, and they were tal king about the reserve

18 | and, apparently his dad was one of the surveyors
19 that surveyed for the land, and he knew where the
20 good | and was. Like right now, where they want to
21 put us is full of nuskeg, nothing can hold up on
22 muskeg. No house can stand up on nuskeg, you wl|
23 sink. 1 think a couple of Hydro houses had to be
24 noved because they were sinking. The Hydro

25 engi neers were told by an elder that they
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1 shoul dn't be building their houses there, that the

2 land is nuskeg. They didn't |listen and then they
3 ended up novi ng those houses.

4 When they were tal king about our food,
5 the land, |'ve heard stories, |I've seen it. W

6 used to go to G Illamwhen ny dad used to go

7 shopping or ny nom CN paydays, they used to go

8 shopping and we used to go to Gllam One tinme we
9 stopped there, and caribou, |lots of caribou.

10 And then | heard the story of an

11 el der, this elder, we were interview ng sone

12 el ders, this one elder, she has passed on now, she
13 was telling us about how the caribou knocked down
14 her laundry and her clothes line. That story, |
15 couldn't continue ny interview because | was

16 | aughi ng. She had sone funny stories. She says

17 they used to just sit there and the cari bou woul d

18 cone.
19 And the geese, there's |ots of geese.
20 | have an aunt that said they used to flop off the

21 river, the little creeks where they used to go in
22 the water, and just grab the fish and throw t hem

23 on the shoreline. That was funny, especially when
24  you mssed, trying to catch that fish and you m ss

25 it. Al the stuff that people used to do, even
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1 when they picked berries. One tine nyself and ny

2 cousin Flora, we went to pick berries around the
3 Landing River area. | was |ooking at the berries,
4 | couldn't -- there was worns in them so | just

5 throw t hem out and we went back honme. She says we
6 can't eat these. Even if you rinse themout, she
7 says no, | think we are better off if we throw

8 themaway. So we throw them away.

9 When mnmy sister was telling her story
10 about how my brother was hit by a vehicle, the

11 support | got fromny brother's best friend' s

12 nom-- the RCVMP cane to ny house and | had to go
13 identify the body, identify that he was ny

14 brother. And then | was -- when people start

15 hearing stories, that story of how ny brother was

16 killed, people cane to ny house, you know. And ny

17 nei ghbour there, she was living -- | think she was
18 living next door to nme at that time. Because |
19 was lying in bed, | was crying, and she craw ed
20 into bed with ne and she held ne, she held nme |ike

21 alittle baby. You know, when you confort a
22 little baby crying, that's how that woman --
23 that's the support | got. You don't see that now.
24 You don't see the support that we gave each other.

25 "1l never forget it.
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1 But that Bob Brennan did wite a

2 | etter of apology for that Hydro enpl oyees's

3 actions. | never -- ny sister read it to me, but
4 | don't know if ny brother ever accepted the

5 apology. M brother, that's the one she was

6 tal king about that was in and out of jail. That

7 guy would give up his life just to save anot her

8 person. But people condemm him because he's a

9 vi ol ent person because of his anger. And he is
10 the nicest person around. One tinme he was

11 babysitting for ny sister and this guy went after
12 him and he had those two little girls beside him
13 Sure he is going to defend hinself, sure he is --
14 i f sonebody wants to fight you, you got to defend
15 yourself. You're not going to stand there and | et
16 peopl e t hrow punches at you.

17 And when we tal k about the sexua

18 abuse we went through, I can nanme a few nen that |
19 can put behind jail right now that abused ne.

20 There is no statutory limtation on that now, not
21 i ke before. But now there is no statute of

22 limtation. And when the person is passed out,

23 there is new laws on that too. You never gave

24  your consent for anybody to help thensel ves while

25 you're sleeping. You can put that person behind
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1 jail for that. D d you give himyes? No, you

2 didn't, because you're sleeping and that person is
3 hel pi ng thensel ves. That too is a crim nal

4 of fence agai nst the wonen.

5 There is viol ence agai nst wonen, and
6 it is well hidden in the community. | always talk
7 to my granddaughter about the safety. | say when

8 you go to these places, always go with a friend,

9 because we don't want you to go through the sane

10 thing as we went. | used to tell that to ny
11 daughters. | never used to let ny daughters
12 babysit for people. | made the m stake of doing

13 that one tinme and it took ny daughter two days to
14 cone home. She went babysitting that Friday

15 ni ght, she didn't get hone until early Sunday

16 nmor ni ng, because | had to go | ook for that woman
17 that was babysitting -- that she babysat for. See
18 that's what the al cohol, and the drugs, right now
19 the drugs are stronger, nore easy to get addicted
20 to.

21 | just want to end ny conment with, we
22 were at this neeting on Monday afternoon and one
23 of the elders says, are you going to Wnnipeg? |
24 said yep. Make sure you speak for the trappers,

25 how Hydro destroyed our area.
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1 So he started telling nme what -- he

2 says it costs nore noney now to go further and

3 further and further into where they got their

4 traplines, | guess. They have to go further and

5 further because right now the traplines are --

6 there is devel opnment there. He says there is a

7 | ot of disturbances here. He says, the geese,

8 they are flying higher because they see the,

9 guess, the transmission lines and the lights. He
10 also said polar bears are com ng further and

11 further inland because the lights, | guess those
12 strobe lights that go up and down those poles. So
13 | says, okay, | will take your nmessage. So that's
14 what he said for ne to bring up his concerns, not
15 only his but on behalf of the other trappers.

16 Yesterday | was sitting at a neeting.
17 | went to the province, | went to the neeting we
18 had with the Fox Lake Resource Managenent Area.

19 So we were tal king about the | and use pl anni ng,

20 which is phase Il of the |and use planning is

21 al nost conpleted with the final, | guess, drafts
22 will be out after one of the environnental people
23 has a chance to reviewit. So it will be taken to
24  the community, and chief and council wll get a

25 copy for cooments. So if we get that |and use
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1 pl anning in place, we'll have nore of a say as to

2 what's being developed in our territory, not only
3 in our area rennining, but our traditional

4 territory, the areas where our people used to use.
5 Because years ago, what the ol der people say, they
6 follow the seasons for survival. And now sone of
7 those el ders say, where are we going to go hunt,

8 are they going to fly us out to the next province
9 SO we can go hunting?

10 Thank you for listening. And | hope
11 don't have to see this before -- see this type of
12 devel opment happening in our area again. Thank
13 you very rmuch

14 ROBERT WAVEY: Before you have your

15 lunch, you will have heard that there was a worker
16 killed up in the Gllamarea --

17 THE CHAI RVAN: W di d.

18 ROBERT WAVEY: -- just about a few

19 kil ometres fromour reserve. And we forgot, but
20 at 11:00 this norning there was a nonent of
21 silence observed up north, and we would like to
22 take that tinme as well, out of respect for that
23 person and his friend.
24  (Monent of silence).

25 ROBERT WAVEY: Thank you.
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1 THE CHAI RVAN:  Apparently we are going

2 across the hall to the dining room

3 (Recess for |unch)
4 THE CHAI RVAN: Ckay, Robert, the pane
5 is here -- is there still a few people or have we

6 got everyone now?

7 ROBERT WAVEY: The conmi ssioners are

8 here, we can begin.

9 THE CHAI RVAN:  We can start. Now, |
10 know that Clara is trying to get that hard drive
11 going there but. ..

12 ROBERT WAVEY: Okay. So the next is
13 Franklin Arthurson. Apparently he is going to

14 speak here.

15 THE CHAIRMAN:. He is going to go up to
16 the mc.

17 FRANKLI N ARTHURSON:  Can everybody

18 hear me? (Native |anguage spoken.)

19 I"mvery glad to be up here. M nane
20 is Franklin Arthurson. 1'mgoing to tell you sone
21 stories that | actually witnessed as a young nan
22 when | first went to Gllamto work on the

23 project. And the stories I'mgoing to tell you

24 are hurtful and very hard.

25 | said a few wrds in Cree as an
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1 introduction to what I'mgoing to be talking

2 about. And | have to interpret that into English
3 because of the ones that don't understand

4 English -- or Cree, and that's nost of our band

5 menbers. All of our youth sitting here do not

6 speak our native tongue. But | done it on purpose
7 to prove to you that | have to translate ny

8 | anguage because of the youth that are sitting at
9 our table, and al so the non-abori gi nal s.

10 | wll give you a little bit of

11 background about nysel f, just so you know where

12 |"'mcomng from | grew up in Norway House. M
13 not her went to residential school. M father
14 didn't go to school. My father was illiterate.

15 He spoke very little English, so we grew up

16 speaking Cree. MW nom spoke Cree, so she didn't

17 | ose her | anguage in residential.
18 Across fromwhere | grew up, across
19 the river there was a residential school. There

20 was two residential schools in Norway House; one
21 run by the United Church up in Roswell on the

22 reserve, and another one run by the RC M ssion,

23 Roman Catholics. M nother went to residenti al

24  school in Cross Lake. So when we were children we

25 weren't allowed to go to residential school
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1 because of the atrocities that ny nother faced and
2 seen in residential school. W went to what they
3 call Indian day school. W could cone honme in the
4 evenings. So | went to Indian day school.
5 And as | said earlier, we grew up
6 speaking Cree. Wen | went to start school
7 didn't speak English. | always wonder about that.
8 W got a strap every day, every day, tw ce a day,
9 sonetinmes three tines a day, we got strapped for
10 speaking Cree. And | always wondered what the
11 teacher wanted us to speak because we didn't speak
12 English. The only way we could comuni cate was by
13 our native tongue. And of all of the straps |I got
14  for speaking ny | anguage, | still speak it
15 fluently today. | didn't give up. | didn't give
16 it up.
17 They took the Indian out of ny nother.
18 She didn't want to be Indian after com ng from
19 residential school. Yet ny dad, who didn't go to
20 school, was the one that taught us our traditional
21  way of life. M dad was a trapper, fisherman
22 hunter. As a matter of fact | was born in a fish
23 canp. And ny hone town where | was born is
24  popul ati on of zero, because it was a sunmmer canp,
25 we just went there in the summer. | was born in
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1 July some 72 years ago. So that's sone of the

2 background I wanted to bring up.

3 | first started working for Hydro

4 project when I was 16 in Grand Rapids, 1962.

5 seen the atrocities already in Gand Rapids by

6 Mani t oba Hydro workers and the construction

7 workers. | seen the -- | knew about the way they
8 treated the native people, the racismand the

9 prejudi ces we had to face as children, as young
10 kids. M nother wouldn't let us go to residential
11  school because of the sexual abuse that she seen
12 fromthe Catholics, so they sent nme to Anglican
13 I ndi an day school. Little did nmy nother know, |
14 never told her, or told anyone really, but the

15 Anglican mnister was the one that sexually abused
16 us boys. Mdst of ny school mates were abused

17 sexually by the mnister, who was the principal at
18 that tine. So | know sex abuse from a young

19 child, and | seen it in the Hydro project in Gand
20 Rapi ds.

21 | moved to Gllam | went to Gllam
22 1965, | was 20 years old. And there | seen the
23 atrocities that these construction workers put on
24 the native, on the | ocal people.

25 | was one of those invaders that
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1 i nvaded the Fox Lake community to work. | made a

2 presentation to our church group in 1999.

3 forget the church, what it was -- it was an

4 inquiry by the different church groups. MW wfe,

5 ny late wife who was a Fox Lake band nenber -- |

6 wll get to that later -- had died a week before

7 was scheduled to talk to the panel of the church

8 group. It was a week after | buried ny wfe,

9 Conrad's nother, that | made ny presentation on
10 the atrocities of the Manitoba Hydro project that
11 t he Fox Lake band nmenbers had to face and grow up
12 wth. | was angry at the tine, and hurt. | don't
13 really know what kind of a presentation | had that
14 tinme. | was too deep in sorrow and | was nourning
15 ny dead wife, but | knew | was angry. In that
16 presentation to the church group, | brought out
17 all of the atrocities that happened to Fox Lake.
18 But going back a little bit, | net ny
19 late wife on a train when I was going back to
20 Gllamin the spring. M late wife spent ten
21 years in residential school, and she cone out of
22 residential school to her home community who had
23 been invaded by Manitoba Hydro already. And she
24  came hone froma hell-hole called residential

25 school to another hell-hole called Hydro project.
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1 Robert nentioned the Reid Crow her

2 report. Wen | went to Gllamin 1966, | worked
3 for Reid Crowther. They were the consulting

4 engineers to build the town, to build the Hydro

5 Town of Gllam And | was the instrument man. |
6 was the surveyor to put in the water and the sewer
7 and the streets and all the house connecti ons,

8 when Hydro decided to build thenselves a new t own.
9 This is where | see -- | don't knowif | realized

10 at that tine, at ny young age, what was happeni ng

11 to the people of Fox Lake. | was the one that
12 bul | dozed nost the houses. | wasn't the operator,
13 | was the one that gave the order to build -- to

14 bul | doze the houses that were in the way, where ny
15 streets that | was supposed to put in were. And |
16 remenber distinctly, like it was yesterday, when
17 they told ne to go and bull doze this house that

18 was in the mddle of the street | was putting in.
19 It was a log building. And when | got there the
20 D8, which is a big cat, was left in the -- they
21 called it wal king when it noves fromone point A
22 to point B, it was wal king behind ne in the w nter
23 time, the snow was deep then. When | got to the
24  house, | was told the house had been evacuat ed,

25 that the people were asked to | eave. Wen | got
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1 to that house I knew a | ady, Ms. (inaudible) was
2 her name, | will never forget that nane. | net
3 her at the door and | said, you're still here?
4  She said yes, | haven't been able to take ny stuff

5 out, ny bel ongi ngs.

6 Back then the native people, ny

7 peopl e, we noved a | ot, we were nomads, we

8 noved -- Mary, in her earlier talks, nentioned we
9 foll owed the seasons. W didn't only have four

10 seasons in the year, we had many seasons to

11 survive. So what they used to do back then, they
12 spread their blanket out, a blanket, and they put
13 all of their belongings in their blankets, their
14 coats, and they' d take the four corners and tie it
15 in a knot. And that's how you pack your

16 bel ongings in a big blanket. She had a big

17 bl anket with her bel ongings com ng out of the

18 house over her back. And she said, | haven't

19 taken any of ny stuff out because |I'mall al one.
20 And she was an elderly lady. | was talking to her
21 and telling her, we would conme and -- she al ready
22 knew her house was being destroyed, was going to
23 be destroyed. Wiile | was talking to her, telling
24 her we woul d give her a hand noving her stuff out

25 of there, the bulldozer cane and knocked her house
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1 into the bush, destroyed it. And she fell down

2 crying, she said, oh, my house.

3 | left there after reprimanding -- |

4 was waving at the Cat operator not to cone any

5 closer, but he either didn't see ne or didn't

6 listen to ne. He plowed the house into the bush

7 with all of the lady's belongings in there, her

8 furniture and everything el se she owned. Nobody

9 had told her they were going to bulldoze her house

10 that day. They told her some time in the future

11 you' Il have to nove out to make room for progress.
12 | carry this feather for strength.
13 This is an eagle feather. | carry it for

14 strength, to give ne the strength to be up here.
15 Because we, the Cree people, the eagle neans a | ot
16 to us, the eagle is our brother, he gives us

17 strength. It is not easy to be up here, but | get
18 strength fromny eagle feather.

19 As an outsider looking in to the Fox
20 Lake community, to the Town of Gllam | seen the
21 damage that was being done to Fox Lake. | was an
22 outsider looking in. | was there to do a job.

23 There was nothing I could do. M boss, who was a
24 civil engineer, that's another one I wll never

25 forget, B e | vent back and told him
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1 that there was a house that was right in the

2 m ddl e of the supposed street | was surveying,

3 there was a house that we would have to devi ate,

4 go around, one way or the other or stop the street
5 there, he imediately consulted with Hydro, the

6 Hydro project manager, his name was ||| ||l |
7 remenber themarguing in the next roomof the

8 office yelling at each other. And | could hear

o M. I rc vwes fromCalgary,
10 telling . you cannot treat people like

11 that. You do not treat people |ike that.

12 Eventual |y after the argunent he cane
13 out and he said we are bulldozing those five --
14 there was five houses in the way, in the way of
15 progress, five Fox Lake nmenbers' houses. And he
16 said we are going to bulldoze all of them because
17 that's the order Hydro gave. The first one I'm
18 tal king about is the |ady that had not noved out
19 yet.

20 After that house was bul | dozed, the
21 next day when | cane to work, ny boss [ NEGcNzIN
22 wasn't there. | told himabout what happened with
23 the lady. Wen | asked the junior engineer where
24 N was, he says they took himout in a

25 straitjacket. They put himon a plane and took
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1 hi m south. He had had a nervous breakdown. He
2 went crazy because of the way that Hydro was
3 treating the people there. He nust have been on
4 the side of Fox Lake, but it didn't work, they
5 still bulldozed those five houses.
6 Wien | made ny presentation to the
7 church group, | accused the RCVP of organi zed
8 gangbangs in the Town of Gllam They would pick
9 up Fox Lake wonen, take themto jail, and bring
10 all of the Hydro guys there to do what they wanted
11 with these young wonen.
12 A year later | ended up courting ny
13 wife, ny late wife. | started going with her in
14 Gllam she was a Fox Lake band nmenber. | was
15 al so one of the invaders, like | said earlier. M
16 wfe, later on in 1968, had a child. W had a
17 daughter. M nother-in-law was very angry because
18 of what happened to her youngest daughter.
19 didn't abuse her. | didn't get her drunk. W
20 just fell in love and had a child. And when
21 wanted to marry her, to nake the child legitimte,
22 ny nother-in-law didn't want me, didn't want ne to
23 marry her daughter because | was the bad guy, |
24  was the invader.

25

| worked in Gllamfrom'65 to ' 69. I
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1 had to take ny girlfriend away fromGIllam to

2 take her to Norway House, because | didn't want ny
3 child growing up in Gllamwth all of the racism
4 and the prejudices that was going on at the tine,
5 and the atrocities that the Hydro construction

6 workers were bringing on to the Fox Lake people.

7 |'ve seen nen, Fox Lake band nenbers,
8 young nen ny age that | used to hang around wth,
9 ny brothers-in-law | ater on, get beaten up.

10 seen wonen raped. | heard stories. Wnen talk to
11 each other, ny wife talked to her friends. They
12 told the stories about being picked up by the

13 RCWP, taken to jail for no reason, to be sexually
14  abused while being incarcerated in jail overnight.
15 | seen Hydro destroy -- | say Hydro because it was
16 a Hydro project, but it was done by contractors

17 t hat bul | dozed houses into the bush so they could
18 make room for their housing purposes, Hydro

19 housi ng purposes. | seen nen get beaten up,

20  wonen.

21 My nephew was six years old when

22 Hydro -- ny wife's nephew, he's al so ny nephew,

23 Fox Lake band nmenber. Hydro had a Christmas party
24  for their children at the rec centre. Santa C aus

25 was there to give candies, presents. M nephew
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1 and his brother wanted to go neet Santa Cl aus at

2 the age of six, and they weren't allowed in. They
3 st ood outside | ooking through the wi ndow, watching
4 Santa C aus give presents and candy to the white

5 children. And yet we too, as Indian people, tel

6 our children Santa C aus brings them presents.

7 They must have figured, | guess Santa Cl aus didn't
8 bring them presents for Fox Lake children. How

9 traumati zing could it be for a six year old boy to
10 | ook through a window? Dennis is nowin his 50s
11 and it still bothers him that he had to | ook

12 through a window to see Santa C aus gi Vi ng

13 presents to the white kids and not the |Indian

14 ki ds.

15 | know Indian is a bad word, |'m not
16 politically correct by saying Indian. W' ve been
17 Indians all of our lives. W don't care being

18 called an Indian. You would prefer to call us

19 Aboriginal or any other word, we still use Indian,
20 our native. W are Cree, Nehiyawak, that's how we

21 refer to ourselves, Nehiyawak, we are the Cree

22 peopl e.
23 | know an elder. Back then in '66,
24 '67, Gllamwas very rich inwldlife. The npose

25 used to cone into town. One of the elders that |
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1 knew quite well and everybody from Fox Lake woul d

2 know, I ¢ was a trapper and a

3 hunter. The npose cane into town, practically in
4 his front yard. He shot it from his doorstep.

5 When you shoot a noose it doesn't always drop, it
6 wWill run a few-- it will run, after being hit it
7 will run sonetines a |long ways before it actually
8 drops. So the noose started running, but he said
9 | hit it good, like I killed it, but it just

10 didn't drop. So he followed the nobose through the
11 bush. He followed the blood. To retrieve this

12 old man's noose there was a few of us young guys
13 at the tinme. The noose ran through the bush and
14 came out the other end and dropped on the road,

15 that's where it died.

16 By the tinme we got there, one of Hydro
17 guys had put his tag on it. Mose hunting season,
18 and you had to get a tag. So he put his tag on

19 t he noose and he said this is ny nbose. So we

20 argued with himsaying it wasn't, that the old man
21 had shot it, one of the locals. They weren't Fox
22 Lake back then, they were GllamlIndians, that's
23 what everybody called them G Illamlndians. They
24  were known as the GIlamlIndians by the invaders.

25 So we argued with himthat it was M. Quskun's
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1 noose and he shot it and we were following it. He

2 wuldn't give it up. He said | filled ny tag. So
3 we went to the RCWP.

4 The RCWP was brought to G Ilam back in
5 1966 to protect Fox Lake, to protect the | ocal

6 people, to protect the young wonen. They were

7 worse than the invaders. And the RCWP said this

8 tag is on there, that says noose. So they never

9 gave that noose back to the el der, because you're
10 just a GllamIndian

11 | was staking out the hospital, where
12 the hospital was going to go, | staked it out. |
13 was doing ny job. But | realized there was a

14 grave within -- where the hospital was going to be
15 erected. Again, | went back to ny boss and said
16 we have to nove the hospital because there is a

17 grave there. It was close to the graveyard. It
18 was a 12-year old girl who had been a Fox Lake

19 band nenber that was buried there. Hydro said,

20 no, don't nove the hospital, nove the grave. So |
21 noved the grave. W dug it up and noved it.

22 During our negotiations, Robert and |
23 with Hydro on adverse effects, | brought this up.
24  And Hydro swore in '99 to 2005, or whenever that

25 was, 2004, they said, no, we never noved a grave,
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1 we never noved a grave. W never bul |l dozed a

2 house. W never done that. They denied all of

3 the things that we were accusing them of doing.

4 In the '60s Hydro had a town

5 adninistrator naned |- He adninistered
6 the town and the building of the town. Somewhere
7 in the md 2000's sonething, he had passed on.

B had passed on.  His son went to school

9 with ny son, Conway. Wat was his nane? | think

(oe]

10 it was Mke. He said ny dad | eft a bunch of

11 pi ctures from Fox Lake fromthe ol den days, would
12 you guys like then? So we got those pictures. He
13 br ought over a whole box of them Lo and behol d,
14 there is pictures of ne taking the grave that I

15 had just dug up and noving. He had taken pictures
16 of that. He had taken pictures of the houses that
17 were bulldozed. And these were the atrocities

18 that Hydro refused to admt happened. W took

19 those pictures to our next negotiating session,

20 and |li ke the Chinese say, a picture is wirth a

21  thousand words.

22 Later on after | was married and had
23 children, we noved back to Gllam M wfe had to
24  go shopping and she said why don't you cone wth

25 me? And | said no, | hate shopping. She said I
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1 just get sick of these people follow ng ne when

2 "' m shopping. And I said what do you nean

3 foll owi ng you? She said there is always sonebody
4  behind me while I'm shopping. So I said, okay,

5 "Il go with you. So we went to the store, run by
6 white people, non-aboriginal if you prefer that.

7 And as soon as ny wife picked up, got her cart to
8 shop down the hall, this young kid started

9 foll owi ng her, a young nman followed her. | was
10 wal ki ng behind kind of watching. And sure enough,
11 that guy watched her, followed her all over the
12 store as she was filling her cart. And | wal ked

13 up to the kid and |I said, what are you doing? |

14 said, are you following nmy wife? And oh, no, I'm
15 not doing nothing, I'mworking. | said you are
16 actually followng ny wwfe. | said are you after

17 her? Are you trying to take ny wife away from ne?
18 Ch no, he said, | don't even know your wfe. Wy
19 are you follow ng her?

20 That's what they done to Fox Lake

21 peopl e when they went shopping, they foll owed

22 them they nade sure they didn't steal anything.
23 | don't knowif it still goes on today. Probably
24  does.

25 Like | said earlier, the Fox Lake
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1 traditional area was very rich in animals, wld

2 fur, lots of caribou, lots of nmoose. A friend of
3 m ne went hunting one day and he seen, on the

4 Kettle River he seen 18 bulls, 18 npbose. You can
5 drive all across Mnitoba today and not see one.

6 At that tine there was plenty of nobose. You

7 didn't have to go very far to kill a nopose or

8 caribou. You won't find a noose in the GIll|am

9 area now today. They hi de because the Hydro

10 workers used to hunt them by chopper. Hydro

11 al ways had choppers. And that's not a lie man, it
12 happened. They were shooting our noose from

13 choppers, which is totally illegal. But being in
14 that part of the country, Hydro couldn't break the
15 | aw. They could rape our wonen, they could kill
16 our nmen, they could kill our noose. They were

17 above the | aw.

18 And even if we brought it up to

19 conservation officers, RCWP, they would say, oh

20 no, Hydro don't do that. | was a Hydro enpl oyee,
21 | know what they had done. | seen it. They

22 tal ked about it. Wen they opened the gate in the
23 dans, they can open the gate, let all of the

24 pi ckerel in, close the gate and they can scope and

25 kill all of the pickerel they want out of the
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1 river. Hydro can do that.
2 Wien | started -- | eventually
3 became -- | transferred fromthe Norway House band
4 to the Fox Lake band just so you -- | forget to
5 mention that, | transferred ny nenbership so |I'm

6 now a Fox Lake band nmenber, since | think about

7 2000, the year 2000. But anyways, |'m a Fox Lake
8 band nmenber now

9 When we started negotiating for

10 conpensation, the first thing | wanted to know,

11 Hydro had been there for 35 years, and when we

12 first met with Hydro, | asked Hydro how many Fox
13 Lake band nmenbers are working for Hydro today?

14  That was probably in 2000, 2001, sonewhere around
15 there, in the early 2000s. And they couldn't

16 answer nme. ©Oh, he said, |I'msure we have Fox Lake
17 band nenbers working for us but we don't know at
18 the tine. So | said, | want to know, would you

19 check your records? The next tine they canme back,
20 they told us, oh, we have one Fox Lake band nenber
21 working for us, one part-tinme. She cleans offices
22 part-tinme, three days a week. Qut of 400 Hydro

23 enpl oyees at the tinme, they had one Fox Lake band
24 menber working part-time cleaning offices. | said

25 you ought to be ashanmed. And then when | asked
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1 why that was, they said because they didn't have

2 the proper education. They didn't have the three
3 courses that we demand in our enpl oyees.

4 Half the staff in Gllamat that tine
5 were people that didn't have education. | went to
6 school with sone of them They were working for

7 Hydro. Wien | was in Grand Rapids | went to

8 school one year there. | guess they call it high
9 school. | think | was in grade nine. And | went
10 to school with three Hydro enpl oyees' kids, and

11 they were all working for Hydro. They had put in
12 30 years already with Hydro, and they didn't have
13 t he education, they didn't have any nore education
14 than | did, because you couldn't go higher than

15 grade nine in Gand Rapids, that was the highest
16 grade they taught.

17 So that was a lie, you didn't -- many
18 of themdidn't have the education that Hydro

19 demanded from Fox Lake, a grade 12 with three

20 specific courses. They just didn't hire Fox Lake

21 peopl e.

22 | went to -- | left Fox Lake after ny
23 wife passed on. She died in 1999. | went back
24 there two years ago -- no, last fall |I went to

25 Gllamto visit ny children. | got children there
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1 yet and grandchildren. | wanted to go down to the
2 But nau, the Butnau Road, they call it the Butnau
3 Road. That's where we used to go hunting. | told
4 ny son and a friend of mne, | said | want to go

5 down to Butnau Road for a ride. Ray says take

6 lots of Kleenex. And | said |'mnot going for a
7 shit, I"mjust going for a ride, why would | want
8 | ots of Kleenex? He says because you are going to

9 cry. What would | cry if I'"'mgoing for a ride?

10 So | went, | didn't take Kleenex. But
11 | went down the Butnau and, yes, | cried. Al the
12 trees were gone for acres and acres and mles of
13 trees were torn down, were bull dozed because of

14 the Keeyask project and the Bipole Il1l. And then
15 | went to Conawapa, another place we used to go

16 hunting, where | cane for hunting. And | had to
17 go through a gate, and they wouldn't let nme in.

18 The only reason | could go through the gate in ny
19 own traditional territory was because | was with
20 ny son and he was working for whoever he was

21 working for at the time. That's the only way they
22 would et me through. And he says, dad, you're

23 going to cry. All our hunting area, mles of

24 trees were gone. |It's bald.

25 When they first started the project up
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1 at Kettle, Premier Schreyer at the tinme net with

2 the people in the north, the chiefs. And they

3 said, we're going to build a project. And the

4 native people, the chiefs were scared of being

5 fl ooded, Split Lake, York Landing, you're going to
6 flood us. And Schreyer held up a pencil and he

7 said the water will not rise any nore than the

8 I ength of this pencil. Wen they inundated

9 Kettle, the water rose 105 feet. They created a
10 | ake in the prime hunting and trapping area of Fox
11 Lake. They created a | ake, they naned it Stephens
12 Lake after sone Hydro guy. They didn't even have
13 the courtesy to nane it for one of our band

14 menbers, one of our elders. So it was a |long

15 pencil he was hol ding that day, M. Schreyer,

16 105 feet, and it inundated Long Spruce. The water
17 rose 95 feet. It was 54,000 acres that was

18 fl ooded when they inundated Kettl e forebay,

19 54,000 acres of prinme |and.

20 Wthin that |and there was Fox Lake

21 cabins. | think there was five, five or six

22 cabins that Fox Lake used. There was a graveyard,
23 graveyard there that they flooded. Fox Lake

24 ancestors are under water. W always figured our

25 graveyards were sacred. | guess they're not to
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1 Mani t oba Hydro. They fl ooded many of our graves.
2 The young girls, the young girls, when
3 | went there in '66, when | was there in '66, Fox
4 Lake was a very small band, very small, very few

5 young peopl e around, young wonmen. M w fe was

6 one, she just canme out of residential school.

7  There was about five or 6,000 of us invaders,

8 young horny men | ooking for wonen. You had

9 thousands, hundreds, thousands, thousands, 5, 000,
10 6, 000 nmen chasing a handful of women. Like Sophie
11 said earlier, they plied us with al cohol, they got
12 us drunk. How would you feel, man, if you had

13 hundreds of nen chasing you as a young girl?

14 Wuldn't that do sonething to you years |later?

15 Wul dn't that cause trauma? They were probably

16 t he nost sought after wonmen in the world. And how
17 woul d you think as a parent, as a nother or a

18 father, to know there was hundreds of nmen after

19 your daughter for only one reason, for one reason?
20 Back then you had to be there three

21 nont hs, 90 days, to get a day off. | was there 90
22 days before we could | eave for a week. And |

23 don't know what you peopl e know about construction
24 wor kers, they're a hardy lot, they drink hard,

25 they live hard. And they all chase wonen, whet her
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1 you're married or not, when you're in the bush

2 doi ng not hing but working. And that's what

3 happened in Gllam | don't know if you can

4 picture that scenario. Think of it this way: You
5 live in Wnnipeg, you got your own house, you got
6 three daughters you're bringing up. And all of a
7 sudden 200 of us fromG|lam Fox Lake, young mnen
8 walk into your house, invade your house and start
9 nol esti ng your daughters. And there is not a dam
10 thing you can do about it. You can go to the RCW
11 and they tell you, we're not doing anything wong.
12 And we start noving your furniture, we start

13 ki cki ng you around, beating you up whenever we

14 felt like it. That's the scenario that |I'm

15 tal ki ng about.

16 At this time | can talk -- | have
17 to -- | can talk 50 years of atrocities, 50 years.
18 |"mnot going to do it in a few mnutes, but |

19 have only given you a few of the things that |'ve
20 seen, the devastation.

21 | didn't tal k about the land. W, as
22 Cree people, hold that |and sacred, every tree,

23 every animal on that land is sacred to us. That's
24  where we lived for thousands of years, off the

25 |l and. That was destroyed tinme and tinme again.
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1 Al'l of our prime hunting areas were destroyed.

2 Qur animals were destroyed by the invaders. They
3 killed all our noose, fish. W had traplines,

4 Li mestone trapline area. Wen we started

5 negotiating in 2000, every trapline was held by a
6 Hydro enpl oyee, with a cabin on it, and they used
7 it for partying every weekend, they would go party
8 there. There was no traplines left for our

9 peopl e.

10 But anyways, ny tinme is up. | thank
11 you for listening to ne. And everything | say, |

12 said is true, not a word of a lie, not one word of

13 alie. It's all true. Thank you very much

14 ROBERT WAVEY: Thank you, Franklin.
15 Sorry | have to rush everybody, | think we could
16 listen all day, but we have a nunber of other

17 speakers that I"'mtrying to save tinme for. The

18 next person is Conway.

19 CONVWAY ARTHURSON: Good afternoon

20 everybody. MW nane is Conway Arthurson. Conway
21 is ny Christian nane. | have a spirit nane,

22 (native |l anguage), Northern Birdman. | was given
23 that name in 2010. And | had a vision that night.
24 | dreant | was teaching -- there was a whol e bunch

25 of people from G llam and Norway House al
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1 together in the bush and we were having a picnic.

2 W were teaching our young people how to harvest

3 animals, and | took a bunch of young boys out to

4 teach themhow to use a slingshot. And |I'm

5 dreaming all of this like it really happened. And
6 as we're going towards this river, it started

7 getting cold, it started snowi ng, and by the tine

8 we got totheriver it was winter. And | seen a

9 | ot of people running away fromthe river, going
10 into the bush. And | seen the car com ng, the
11 police are comng, | could see that cop car com ng

12 down the winter road, on the river. And everybody
13 ran away. And | said, don't run away, we're not
14 doi ng anyt hi ng w ong.

15 So the RCWP pull ed up and they got

16 out. And | said, you' re scaring everybody away,
17 everybody is scared of you. | said we're only

18 trying to practice our traditional activities.

19 I"mtrying to teach our young people howto

20 harvest birds, chickens. And then | woke up.

21 The next day | went into a sweat,

22 never told anybody about nmy dream And this

23 conductor from Sapotaweyak canme in. | offered him
24 sone tobacco and sone prayer flags and asked him

25 for ny nanme, ny colours and ny clan. And he went




RCEA Fox Lake Cree Nation January 19, 2018

Page 86
1 in there and he gave nme ny nane. And it made

2 sense to me when he gave it to nme, because the day
3 before that | was tal king about hydro devel oprent,
4 I was tal king about how the Provincial Governnent
5 was trying to take Fox Lake, Gllam and | think

6 it was Churchill into the Flin Flon riding for the
7 Provi nci al boundaries. They were changing the

8 boundaries. And | went and did a presentation on
9 behal f of Fox Lake, and basically told them you
10 know, that's a bad idea for us because you're

11 basically ripping our famlies apart.

12 And when | was done ny presentation,
13 one of the panel people asked nme how do you feel
14 about that word Rupertsland, how do you feel about
15 that he said to me. | said, wthout thinking too
16 hard, | said | don't like that name. | don't I|ike
17 t hat name because it rem nds nme of Hudson Bay.

18 And I don't |ike Hudson Bay because they used to
19 rip us off for hundreds of years with our furs.

20 And he said we're thinking about changi ng that

21 nane. | said that's good, it should be a Cree

22 nane. And | o and behold, nonths |ater | forgot

23 about that presentation, a report cane out that

24  they agreed on the boundaries for the Provincial

25 borders. Lo and behol d, Rupertsland got changed
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1 t o Keewati nook.
2 And | was talking to the sane
3 people -- we were fasting, | was fasting with five

4 other nmen in 2010. And | tal ked to them about

5 this new converter station and that Fox Lake was
6 our opportunity to nane that converter station,

7 and it was Keewati nook.

8 So when | got ny nane, it nade sense
9 to me why | was given that nanme, Northern Birdman.
10 And I couldn't figure out how that conductor knew
11 what | was tal king about for two days before. So
12 | was sure of that story about ny nanme because |
13 saw a vision, | was told it was a vision. |'mnot
14 exactly too sure what it neans, other than a | ot
15 of our people are scared and unable to speak for
16 thenselves, as well as the animals and the fish
17 and the plants and the trees.

18 As native people we are stewards of

19 the land. W are there to talk on behalf of those
20 peopl e who cannot represent thenselves, such as
21 the animals and the birds. So | interpreted that
22 dream as themcomng to get us, and | stopped them
23 and asked them what are you guys doi ng? Because |
24 knew we weren't doing anything wong. And to ne

25 it showed howny life was. |I'mnot afraid to
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1 speak in public. I'mnot afraid to speak fromny

2 heart. And | think I got the best of ny dad and
3 my nom

4 My nomwas quiet, didn't speak too

5 much, but when she did, she neant what she said.
6 My dad was an aggressive angry man nost of his

7 life. And they taught me at a young age to stick
8 up for yourself, to defend yourself and fight back
9 if sonebody tries to fight you, that's the only
10 way you're going to survive. And that's what

11 did and that's what | have done. And | have been
12 beat up many tinmes. |'ve learned fromit.

13 Agai n goi ng back to my nom and dad, |
14 didn't hear too many stories fromny nom about

15 residential school, other than | had to fight a
16 lot. And | renenber playing basketball and I had
17 to be aggressive because | was short.

18 And ny dad tal ked about ny nanny and
19 ny pap. M nanny went to residential school and
20 she didn't like being an Indian. | felt it, ny
21 sister felt it, and nmy other sister felt it. And
22 |"mgoing to probably hurt nmy dad by saying this,
23 and | think he has heard it before, but | knew ny
24 nanny didn't |ike us because ny nomwas dark. |

25 remenber as a little boy going to pick berries in
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1 our yard, and we lived right next door to her, and

2 we went into her yard to pick berries. | was

3 about five or six. And the next thing you know ny

4 nanny conmes out with a broom and chases us away.

5 Don't eat mny berries, those are ny berries. And

6 she used to call us dirty Indians, ny own

7 grandnother. And | knew it was because ny not her

8 was dark.

9 And the only tine | was allowed to go
10 into that house was during York Boat Days in the
11 surmer when all of the family cane. And ny
12 cousins, sonme of themwere fair, a couple of them
13 were dark, they were treated the sane way. | had
14 atalk wwth themyears |ater
15 So that affected nme growi ng up
16 t hi nki ng, you know what, why is nmy granny treating
17 me like that? | didn't understand. Until years
18 | ater when ny dad told nme how she was brought up
19 and how she had to pray for hours until her knees
20 were raw from kneeling and praying. | canme to
21 under stand why mny grandnot her was |ike that. And
22 over time | forgave her, because she didn't know
23 what she was doing. She was brai nwashed.

24 So we noved to Gllamin '82.

25 remenber going to the school with my nmom W
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1 lived with my granny on Kettle Crescent, and we

2 went to register for school in the nmorning with ny
3 two sisters. And | thought, okay, I"'mgoing to

4 start school today. | knew | had friends that |

5 used to come and visit in Gllam and | knew them
6 already, | knew a ot of them No, Conway, we

7 have to go hone, we will start school tonorrow.

8 So we're wal king hone. Right by about the high

9 school doors on the sidewal k, I'mholding nmy nom s
10 hand, and she | ooks at nme and we stop and she

11 | ooks at ne, and she goes down. And she | ooks at
12 me and she says, Conway, you show those white

13 peopl e you' re not a stupid Indian. And of course,

14 me, | said, yeah, nom I|'Il do that, I'mnot a
15 stupid Indian, I will inpress you, nom And years
16 later I conme to terms with that, and | thought

17 holy man, what did my nomgo through for her to
18 say that to her only son who was nine years ol d?
19 Teach those white people you' re not a stupid

20 | ndi an.

21 And | thought about mny daughter, and
22  thought could | say that to her? And | cried, |
23 couldn't -- | probably couldn't say that to ny
24  daughter. And that hurt. And at the sane tine,

25 ny daughter can pass as a non-aboriginal. Her
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1 not her is French, adopted by |ocal band nenber, so
2 she is a Fox Lake band nenber as well. And deep
3 down inside ne when I was grow ng up, and when
4 seen ny daughter growi ng up, | was happy that she
5 was fair, because | didn't want her to hear that
6 she was a dirty Indian. | didn't want her to get
7 pi cked on the way | was picked on in Gllam
8 | played hockey, and there was two of
9 us native kids on the team ne and Robert's
10 nephew, Chris. | didn't think anything of it at
11 the tinme until | started thinking over and over
12 again, we were always billeted together, every
13 si ngl e hockey tournament we went to, we were
14 billeted together. As | talked to my younger
15 friends, Barry's son and Marie's son, | said, did
16 you get billeted together when you played hockey?
17 OCh yeah, we were always billeted together. And |
18 said, holy snokes, | wonder why they al ways kept
19 t he I ndi ans together?
20 | remenber playing hockey, | was a
21 hal f decent hockey player, | could score a couple
22 of goals. | played on the power play. | even
23 pl ayed goalie if | had to. And | renenber in the
24 dressing roomall of the adults tal king, and they
25 used to talk about this one gentleman who was from
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1 Newf oundl and, | Ad they used to talk

2 about hi m because he had a Newf oundl and accent and
3 they always called it down, Newfie, Newfie,

4 Newfie. And when he cane around all of the

5 parents shut up. And I thought, holy snokes, do

6 they talk like that about ne and Chris when nme and
7 Chris aren't around?

8 | knew the difference between a white
9 person, a fair skinned person and a dark person

10 when | was growing up. | envied the white people
11 and the bl onde peopl e because they never got

12 pi cked on. They never got teased. They weren't
13 called a dirty Indian or jig. | got called those
14 names in Gllamschool many a tine. And |like ny
15 dad, | got strapped lots in school.

16 My very first day of school, | went in
17 and | was in grade four. First recess in the

18 nor ni ng, okay, we're going out and we are going to
19 fight the grade fives and the grade sixes on the
20 pl ayground. | said, okay. | come from Norway

21 House, when you fight, you fight. So I went over
22 there and | beat up about four or five kids all at
23 once, one after another. | didn't think we were
24  just play fighting, | thought we were out there to

25 runmble, so | went there and fought. | got sent
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1 home -- | nean, | got sent to the office and | got
2 the strap, ny first day of school, twice on this
3 and twi ce on this other hand.
4 And that is a normal thing for ne
5 growing up in school, getting the strap. | think
6 | got the strap from M. |l about ten tines.
7 1 got the strap from M. | avbout ten tines.
8 And each tine | remenber them-- | renmenber M.
9O | oractically junping. That strap was
10 about this long, about that wide, and it was thick
11  about like that, | think it was brown, about this
12 colour. And | renmenber himtrying to hurt nme and
13 | was laughing at him | said, you can't hurt ne,
14 you're not going to hurt nme, go ahead and strap
15 me. And he hit nme. That didn't hurt, hit nme sonme
16 nore. And | think he hit nme six tinmes on one hand
17 and seven tinmes on the other, and he got tired
18 out. And he said | hope you | earned your | esson,
19 go back to class. And | thought, hmm | didn't
20 even know what | did.
21 This other time this young kid, he was
22 a friend of mne, we were play westling outside,
23 | think it was grade five. And he got upset. He
24  was a non-aborigi nal kid. _
20N | He started fighting ne and started
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1 punching nme, and | kind of pushed hi mback and I

2 was |aughing. | was playing with him | was

3 westling wth him but he was fighting ne. And

4 t he teacher cane, grabbed ne by the neck, took ne
5 i nside, and throwed ne up agai nst the door, opened
6 t he door and took ne all the way to the office,

7 got strapped, got sent hone for three days. M

8 nmom gets called in, your son is fighting, he's

9 al ways fighting, you need to control your son. So
10 we wal ked away and she said, how come you were

11  fighting? W weren't fighting, nom we were

12 westling. He's the one that started fighting ne.
13 She sai d, Conway, when you have to fight, you

14 fight. And | said, | know, | wll.

15 Pl ayi ng hockey, | knew that sone of

16 the parents knew that sone of us native kids were
17 poor. And | found out years later, when nmy nom
18  was on welfare, that [ NN s-nior used
19 to give nmy nomnoney for me to go to hockey. |

20 used to get $25 for the whol e weekend to spend,

21 and that was lots of noney. And | wondered, where
22 the hell did nmy nom get that noney fronf

23 Sonetimes ny dad woul d send noney.

24 | remenber we lived in this trailer on

25 Gor don, _ | still renmenber that. There




RCEA Fox Lake Cree Nation January 19, 2018

Page 95
1 is an ugly old trailer. | remenber | stayed in

2 the roomin the winter time, sonetinmes ny pillow
3 would freeze to the wall because it was so col d.
4 And in the norning when we woke up, nmy nom woul d
5 be in the kitchen with the oven out, turned up,

6 all of the elenments turned on. Conme and warm up
7 before you wash up. Every norning we would go by
8 that stove when it was winter, and we woul d warm
9 up and wash up and then go to school.

10 And | had a friend who respected ne.
11 | think it was because | was good in sports. His

12 name was . and | spent a lot of tine at

13 his place. Do you want to eat supper? Ckay.

14 "1l ask nmy nom Brenda, his nom "yeah, you can
15 cone and eat." "Do you want to sleep over?" And
16 | would say | have to ask ny nomfirst. "Ckay".

17 So | would pretend to use the phone, but we never
18 had a phone at the tinme, and I would pretend to be
19 talking to my nomon the phone. | didn't even

20 know what ny phone nunber was. And | woul d hang
21 up the phone, oh, yeah, my nomlet ne sleep over.
22 Al'l through that tine | lived on

23 Cordon Street, which was one of the [ast streets
24 growng up, and there weren't any trailers further

25 than that. And | used to wal k to school and wal k
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1 to hockey. It was cold sonetinmes, | guess, but |

2 don't renenber being cold. And when it was cold

3 sonme of the hockey parents would ask if | wanted a
4 ride home. Oh no, no, I'"mokay, I'Il walk. No

5 Conway, get a ride, it's too cold. | said okay.

6 And | was so ashanmed of where | lived, | never

7 showed themwhere | lived. | used to get off on

8 OmMlley at |l o' ace. | used to use

9 that as nmy house, because it was nice enough that
10 it could have been ours, but not ugly enough that
11 | was ashanmed of it. | used to go in there, yeah,
12 this is ny place right here, and I would get out
13 and | would get ny bag and I would walk in and I
14 would pretend to play with snow outside and wait
15 for themto turn the corner, and then |I'd wal k
16 around and I'd go hone. Day after day, year after
17 year, that's how we lived; a |ot of shane.

18 And | remenber | was chosen when | was
19 15 to go to the Peace Gardens Canp for sports.

20 went for volleyball. | was 15. So | went, | got

21 sponsored fromthe Legion. | learned a |ot,

22 vol | eybal | becane one of ny favorite sports. And
23 when | got back one of the |ladies there, the old

24 | ady that has a park naned after her in the Town

25 of GIllam _ comes up to nme and says,
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1 "Conway, did you |like Peace Gardens?" And | said

2 "yeah, | enjoyed it." "Did you wite a letter to
3 the Legi on thanking then?" "Al|l you people are

4 the sane, all you people never give thanks when we
5 hel p you people out.” | said okay.

6 So | had a talk again with Stephen and
7 Richard. | said do you renmenber || GGG > e
8 goes yeah. And | told himwhat happened. And you
9 know what, she used to nake ne feel snall every

10 time | went in the library too. "You people." She
11 was a racist, yet she has a park nanmed after her
12 in Gllam

13 There's another park in Gllamthat's

14 named after another |ady who has passed, ||}

15 [
16 The el ders have talked in the
17 presentation earlier about how-- | think it m ght

18 have been Marie that tal ked about how they didn't
19 want a reserve in Gllam And | did a |ot of

20 research on behal f of Fox Lake when we were doi ng
21 our negotiations, so | read a | ot of docunents.
22 And in those docunents in 66, '67, there was this
23 G llam Planning Conmttee that consisted of Hydro

24 peopl e, Provincial people and Town peopl e. ]

25 _ were on that commttee. And
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1 they wote a letter to the governnent that

2 basically said, we do not want a reserve in Gl|am

3 because it will turn into a slum || GGG
4 and I s oned that document on

5 behal f of that comm ttee.

6 This was how it was growing up in

7 Gllam | lived with a |ot of shame, a | ot of

8 anger, and | lied alot. | didn't want to show ny
9 true colours of where | |ived and how poor | was.
10 | remenber Ms. | driving me home one night,

11 she didn't let ne wal k home because it was too

12 cold. And she knew where | lived, so | couldn't
13 get dropped off at John's place like | usually

14 did. So she took ne hone. She said | want to

15 talk to your nom | said okay. So we wal ked in
16 the door, and we had a bl anket covering the door,
17 you opened the door and you had to get by the

18 bl anket to get into the porch. And then we had
19 anot her bl anket for the inside. So | had to open
20 that up and | called ny nom Boy, she was eating,
21 she was cooki ng chicken gizzards at the tine, and
22 those things used to snell. | didn't |ike that

23 snell. That's what she was cooking that night.

24 She had her hair up in curls, she had her big | ong

25 nightgown. It was like 6:30 in the evening. She
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1 didn't have a job so she stayed in her nightgown
2 all day | guess. But | was enbarrassed that
3 Ms. JJll care to ny house and finally seen how
4 we |ived.
5 And it was that sane house --
6 remenber wel fare day, | always |iked wel fare day
7 because | knew ny nom was going to buy ne
8 sonething. | would conme honme from school; Conway,
9 go |l ook on the bed, I have sonething for you.
10 Sormetines | would get a pair of gym pants,
11 sonetines | would get a car, sonetines | would get
12 a Star Wars figurine. There was always one thing,
13 a coupl e of bucks. | was happy and proud of that.
14 | renenber | got a car, it was one of those
15 transfornmer Gobot cars, when they first canme out,
16 | got one of those. And one of ny friends had a
17 bi rt hday the next day and | didn't have anything
18 to give him so | wapped that thing back up and I
19 taped up ny toy and | gave it to himfor his
20 bi rt hday. That was Nathan, | gave himny toy that
21 my nom bought for ne.
22 | renmenber living in that trailer
23 bei ng cold and hungry. W used to | augh and j oke,
24 | used to eat porridge three tines a day wth
25 toast. Three tines a day, and | loved it, that's
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1 what ny nom cooked for nme. | realized | think

2 maybe that's because that's all we had to eat.

3 Vel fare day nmy nom woul d buy cases of
4 soup, tomato soup, nushroom soup and veget abl e

5 soup, and | knew we woul d al ways go hungry near

6 the end of the nonth, so | used to go hide food in
7 ny room Mishroom soup was good, that's why | was
8 so happy to have mushroom soup. | would steal two
9 cans out of that cupboard and go hide it in ny

10 room knowing | was going to be hungry in a few
11 days. Every nonth | did that. And then finally
12 ny nom seen ne and caught ne, what are you doing,
13 Conway? | said I"'mputting this food in nmy room
14  She said how cone? And | said because | know we
15 are not going to have mushroom soup and we're

16 going to go hungry later, and | get hungry. And
17 she said, oh ny boy, you don't have to do that,

18 cone here, and she gave ne a hug. She was hol di ng
19 me and | could feel her tears dropping on ny head.
20 And | thought, holy snokes, ny nomis ashaned that
21 her son is hungry. M nomcried when she found
22 out I hid food, and she got mad at ne and she told
23 me never hide food again. So | didn't.
24 We used to go to the Northern at

25 school time, to go shopping for school supplies
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1 and gym pants and runners and stuff |ike that.
2 And | always wanted to pick out things, and ny nom
3 said, no, you can't get that, that's too
4  expensive. But ny sister Cndy was allowed to
5 pi ck whatever she wanted. And | said, nom how
6 cone Cindy gets to pick what she wants and not us?
7 Because she is treaty and you're not. How cone,
8 non?? Because | married your dad. How conme, nonf
9 That's just the way it works, ny boy. And | said
10 okay.
11 So again I'mon a healing journey. A
12 | ot of things that conme through ny head, | need to
13 heal. | need to do good things with my life. M
14 first drink of alcohol on ny own, I was five years
15 old. Ov, that's what | used to drink. | remenber
16 stealing it and going to drink because that's what
17 | liked. 1 wanted to get drunk when | was five.
18 So I've got a lot of healing to do.
19 |"'m sober now. |'mproud of that. | was addicted
20 to cocaine innmy lifetime. | was a crack head. |
21 stole stuff. This is the first tine I"'mtelling
22 ny dad, but, dad, | pawned your conputer for
23 crack -- when | borrowed it off you. That's why I
24 don't have your conputer anynore, by the way. And
25 I"'mglad | told you that today, because it has
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1 been on ny mnd for nmany years. You asked nme what

2 happened to that | aptop.

3 But to close off, | just want to say
4 we are doing better for our Fox Lake people, but

5 it is not because of anybody giving us anyt hing,

6 we had to fight for everything that we got. 2019,
7 we're getting a balloon paynent for |SA agreenent
8 of $9 mllion. That's next year. Wen we signed
9 that deal we thought it was ages away that we will
10 get that noney. And our young people will benefit
11 fromthat, we will let themspend it and we didn't
12 want to tie it up. That's next year.

13 But anyways, | want to thank our

14 el ders for sharing their stories. | have never

15 had the opportunity to hear sonme of those stories
16 and it hurt me to hear those stories. And | want
17 to congratulate you for stepping up and having the
18 courage to tal k about the darkest tinmes of your

19 life. And | appreciate that, each and every one
20 of you, Robert, Marie, Mary, ny dad, Sophie.

21 Egosi. You guys suffered a ot for us. And so
22 did our grandparents suffer a lot. Hopefully our
23 kids don't suffer as nmuch as we did. And until

24 that time, | wi sh everybody m no pimatisiwn.

25 (Native | anguage).
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1 ROBERT WAVEY: Thank you so much. Va

2 and Joanne.

3 JOANNE LAVALLEE: 1'mgoing to keep

4 this short because we're running out of tine.

5 My nanme is Joanne Lavallee, |1'ma Fox
6 Lake Cree Nation nmenber working with the -- okay.
7 So part of ny enpl oynent was Fox Lake, working in
8 the environnental departnent. | had to

9 environnmental |y nonitor mny Aboriginal traditional
10 honel and. | get to seek know edge | never

11 acquired growing up. | have been at this since
12 July of 2017, and | honestly feel that a part of
13 me that was m ssing has been found.

14 | would Iike to share with you a few
15 activities of the environmental nonitor. First is
16 the releasing of an -- in October we rel eased,

17 like I went with Andy, he's from Hydro, to rel ease
18 200 yearling sturgeons at the Keeyask boat |aunch,
19 and that was the sane area where ny G andpa

20 Norman's cabin is. Although | was happy to be a
21 part of this experience and seeing the sturgeon, |
22 couldn't help but worry about their survival, for
23 to me having themraised in a hatchery and then
24  converted back to the Nelson R ver is not natural

25 Anot her unnatural event that | got to
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1 experience was the restoration of wetland plants

2 along the newWy made south access road. Those

3 hedges and cattails, | was able to seed al ong the
4 ditch. W went with native plant sol utions that

5 time, the whole entire wetland, Manitoba Hydro.

6 Al t hough I'"m happy to be on the | and

7 and assisting the contractors, | can't help think
8 about sonetinmes we weren't allowed to do so at our
9 own wi |l because of the construction limts. Like
10 the construction limts are ATK nonitoring. So we
11 can't even go on our own traditional territory

12 Wi t hout perm ssion or acconpani ed by a Manitoba

13 Hydr o supervi sor.

14 But on Monday | get to go out with

15 El der Noah Massan to nonitor South Access Road.

16 W will be reflecting on the presence of caribou
17 and mtigation.

18 | look forward to hearing what Noah

19 has to share, and at the sanme time acquire sone

20 Aboriginal traditional know edge.

21 The South Access Road construction and
22 denolition in the area deeply saddens ne, because
23 ny grandfather, Norman Nepitabo and ny

24  grandnot her, Rebecca Peters, raised us in that

25 area. W'd go on Cash Lake, Butnau. And |I'mglad
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1 | got to experience that life on that |and before

2 t he Keeyask project. And they know enough to

3 never all ow anot her Hydro project on Fox Lake

4 territory.

5 VAL MASSAN. Thank you, Joanne.

6 Joanne and | work together with the inpact

7 assessnment unit. Qur contracts are with Mnitoba
8 Hydro. We wouldn't be enployed today w thout |

9 guess Manitoba Hydro projects. But within our

10 contracts, Fox Lake is our priority. W're

11 nonitoring the | and, the water where we're keeping
12 know edgeabl e about construction activity. And
13 Fox Lake concerns are our priority, they' re nunber
14 one to us.

15 Wthin our project, within our team
16 there is four of us. There is two other menbers
17 that are not here, they're at hone. Wthin our

18 proj ect we have Bi pol e, Keeyask nonitoring.

19 Wthin those projects there is al so Keewati nook --
20 Keewat i nook is right there. That's what | don't
21 understand, | don't understand why these projects
22 are all divided. This land is connected,

23 everything is connected, the water, |and, aninals,
24 people, people with -- and I'll get back on track

25 her e.
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1 First I will introduce, I'lIl tell you
2 alittle bit about ne. | was born in Gllam but
3 | only spent ny early childhood in Gllam | left

4 withny famly, we left inthe late '70s. So

5 between ' 70s and ' 80s, | have no know edge,

6 per sonal know edge of what the inpacts were. |

7 didn't see thembut | heard, and they weren't

8 good. Because the inpacts, we're tal ki ng about

9 what affected us as a First Nation.

10 But today | have firsthand experience
11  working with the environnment team The stories
12 are clearer now. It fits together |ike a puzzle.
13 Everybody has their story, and when we slowy

14 bring themtogether, we see -- and so we can help
15 each other a lot nore. The inpacts are not good.
16 There are many stories that have been shared that

17 are hurtful and unforgettable. The stories that

18 are shared have the sane inpact on ne. It was
19 like the first time | heard them Every story
20 there is no -- our nenbers heal at different rates
21 and sonme of us may never heal, but we will have to

22 adapt, because that's how our First Nation is. W
23 adapt, because of all of the devel opnent that has
24  come our way.

25 Bal ance is needed to survive with one
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1 another. And today we're tal king about the
2 i npacts of the devel opnent, but there are al so
3 opportunities for our menbers to becone enpl oyed.
4 And that's only what | see, enploynent. | don't
5 know -- | don't know if anybody in our mnenbership
6 can conme and say that they weren't affected.
7 "' mokay. |'mjust taking everybody's
8 stories today and it hurts, it hurts ne.
9 Fox Lake traditional territory has
10 been affected in many ways that can't be undone.
11 It will take tine for the trees to grow, and it
12 said the official return, but we have had trees
13 that are doing that for us, it's not going to be
14 natural, it's not going to cone back the sane.
15 The land will recover but it will take many years
16 for this to happen. It will never be the sane
17 agai n.
18 A generation of our nenbers have
19 passed on. They do not get to see this change,
20 the recovery of the land and the people, aninmals.
21 Anot her generation will pass. Wen this does
22 happen, | hope I'malive to see that. 1'm 48
23 years old. | don't see it happening in ny
24 lifetime. In this territory are the birds, the
25 water, the land, plants, trees, everything. Wat
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1 peopl e don't understand is everything -- they

2 don't understand that everything is connect ed.

3 And it's not just our First Nation that are in

4 this territory, we share this with our neighboring
5 First Nations; Tataskweyak Cree Nation, War Lake,
6 York Factory, Shamattawa, the Town of G Ilam our
7 visitors, everybody that comes to the area or in
8 the territory, we have to take care of this

9 t oget her.

10 "' menpl oyed with the Fox Lake

11 | mpl enent ati on and Future Devel opnent. | amthe
12 coordi nator for the environnent team And |'m
13 famliar with a lot of these contracts, the

14  protection lands, just all of the work that cones
15 t hrough regarding the projects. This is a |ot of
16 information to take in when you' ve left your

17 comunity, you don't know what happened in the

18 past. And you read all of this information and
19 you have to educate your nmenbers. That's what |'m
20 going to do, I"'mgoing to educate our nenbers to
21 hel p us take care of our land. It's the Creator,
22 the Creator has gifted us this. W need to take
23 care of it.

24 W nonitor these areas, Keewati nook,

25 Bi pol e, Keeyask. Wthin all of these projects, |
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1 did mention that there were small er projects,

2 there's the AC collector line, there's the ground
3 el ectrodes, and there's all of these other little
4 projects within those projects. There is so nuch
5 material to |look at and such a big area. There's
6 four of us that go out, but we have our nenbers as
7 well to hopefully let us know what's goi ng on.

8 Just like | said, Fox Lake is our priority. W'l
9 get answers.

10 W take our know edge from our el ders,
11 our resource users. They know this |and better

12 than we do, than Manitoba Hydro does. W try to
13 take our nonitoring skills from ATK, Abori gi nal

14 traditional knowl edge. And we al so use Manitoba
15 Hydro's western science to do our nonitoring.

16 We're trying to utilize anybody's skills to get

17 sonme of the nessages through and just to learn to
18 get -- hopefully in the near future we'll have our
19 own nonitoring programwhere we're don't have to
20 go outside, or go out, go seek outsiders, like

21 consul tants, specialists that can take water

22 sanpl es, and nmake themjust as inportant as the
23 non-nati ve specialists can. W need that for

24  oursel ves.

25 W take our know edge al so from m no
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1 pimati siwin, good |life. It teaches us to take

2 care of one another, share our know edge. By

3 doing this we can care for Mdther Earth's gifts,
4 which is the water, land, aninmals, just

5 ever yt hi ng.

6 In the past we're were not -- |ike,

7 |"m hearing stories, so | gather information. W
8 had a neeting |ast week, just a brief neeting.

9 And during that nmeeting, it just stirred up so

10 many other stories. Because we went out seeking a
11 little nore answers, a little nore comrents,

12 because we wanted to cone here as prepared as we
13 could. But |I was beating nyself, trying to

14 prepare this, and like |I don't know, like this is

15 a very inportant event, this is history for our

16 people. | hope I'"'mdoing justice to the people.
17 So our Fox Lake nenbers deal with

18 di scrimnation and prejudice often. |gnorance
19 pl ays a key role for both sides. |In the past we

20 were not consulted, so we didn't know that's where
21 i gnorance cane in. Wth this we did not know t he
22 extent of the destruction of our lives and the

23 land. Individuals involved with the projects cane
24 to Fox Lake Cree Nation traditional territory with

25 t he sane ignorance; they did not know the people
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1 that were here. |'msaying here as in Fox Lake,

2 they didn't know, did not know how to deal wth

3 us.

4 Just recently before all this

5 devel opnent, you could not see all these towers --
6 you could see a lot of towers, but as the towers
7 started being nore visible, that's when everybody
8 noti ced how i npacted everyone was. You could

9 stand al nost anywhere in Gllam |ook, take a ful
10 circle and you wll see these towers as sone sign
11 of this, as sone sign of all of this devel opnment.
12 And it's ugly. Sonebody had comrented earlier

13 that it's ugly, and that's a word that |'ve heard,
14 that these towers are ugly. Look at the |and,

15 they made it ugly.

16 Li ke you don't -- | don't believe that
17 everyone should be -- well, it would be nice if

18 everyone was educat ed about the devel opnents,

19 everything that canme through fromthe beginning to
20 now, but we don't. But you don't have to be that
21 knowl edgeabl e to see that this project, this is
22 wong in what it did to the land, to our |and.

23 And there was a comment nade earlier
24 as well about our playground. Qur playground was

25 our background, the bush, the hills. And we can't
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1 go to a lot of the places that we went to go play

2 as children. And we tell our children, our

3 grandchi | dren now what was where. And it's so

4 hard for themto believe because they can't see

5 beyond the towers and all of the destruction.

6 It's not only the people that were

7 affected, it was the hunting, fishing, trapping,

8 harvesting and healthy living. The hunting, our

9 menbers have to go further, or they have to share
10 a line, or like wherever they go there is sone

11 over popul ated hunti ng grounds, |ike people always
12 go to the sanme one. So you're -- it's

13 overcrowded. Fishing, there's Iimted fishing,

14 you've got to go further. Trapping, as well there
15 is other nenbers that are illegally going on other
16 traplines. Harvesting, you' ve got to go further
17 for our berries, our nedicines. And healthy

18 living, that's just having that negativity in your
19 life. Cabins and equi pnent are damaged because of
20 the construction. So you're taking your Skidoo,
21 guad, on these lines, you have to cross every line
22 to get to where you' re going, you have to cross
23 transm ssion |line, access road. And then you're
24 denied it because it's a construction zone.

25 You see, there's always of these
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1 obstacles that are just trying to keep us, trying

2 to push us closer and closer inward and just to

3 keep us there, trying to stifle us.

4 And we nonitor the water, we get the
5 water |level readings, that those are -- we're
6 still in the process of trying to nonitor the

7 water on a weekly basis. W now just get it on a
8 monthly basis, and we get it after the fact. O

9 course, you get it after the fact because you're
10 monitoring the month. W want to nonitor as nuch
11 as we can. Qur harvesters go on the water in the
12 spring, sumer, and we want to nmake sure they get
13 to where they' re going safely and returning safely
14 at a decent tine. Because the water is controlled
15 water levels. Mther Nature is being controlled
16 agai n there.

17 And the quality of the water is not

18 good. We can't fish where we used to fish. M

19 son, he was six years old | think at the tinme, he
20 says to nme, nom they're cutting down our oxygen.
21 For alittle guy to say that... And |I'm sure

22 everybody has a comment, but we're so limted with
23 time.

24 Qur animals, they relocate where they

25 live. Were they first were, they should be the
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1 owners of that area, not the transm ssion |ine.

2 The m gration routes of every species we can think
3 about that conme across Fox Lake traditional

4 territory, their routes have changed.

5 Flight patterns, |ike we tal ked about
6 geese, but what about the other species? They

7 have to fly higher. They have to avoid these

8 transm ssion lines. Sure they have these projects
9 to deter birds fromthe area, but |ike why should
10 they have to leave? Like, | knowit can't be

11 changed now, they are there, but these are, this
12 is -- you're wanting to hear the effects.

13 Cal ving areas, they're disturbed, even

14  though they are marked off as environnent

15 sensitive areas, they're still disturbed.

16 Spawning, | don't know if that's

17 irreversible, | don't knowif we'll ever get those
18 ol d spawning grounds back. |It's hard to say.

19 The past devel opnent, there's mainly
20 like no consultation. |I'msure there was a little

21 nmeeting here and there, but there was no effort to
22 l et our First Nations know.

23 Present devel opnent; we're doing our
24  best today. W have a great team of people with

25 t he know edge, the experience that can hel p any
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1 future devel opnment. But my persona

2 recomendation, the land needs to heal. | don't

3 think that we need any nore devel opment. This is
4 only, like for all of us mankind, this is the only
5 pl aces that we have to live. | mean, we need to

6 take care of some of it.

7 And the professional reconmendati ons,
8 we're going to educate our nmenbership and anyone

9 el se that needs to be inforned that Fox Lake

10 traditional territory is ours, and we're going to
11 take care of it. And | hope that this docunent

12 hel ps nmake those kinds of decision. Thank you.

13 ROBERT WAVEY: Thanks, Val .

14 THE CHAI RMAN: Robert, could we take a
15 short break? | think we need to give Cece a

16 little break here on the witing machine. It

17 doesn't matter that we're running past the tine,

18 don't worry about that.

19 (Recessed at 3:00 o' clock and

20 reconvened at 3:10 p.m)

21 THE CHAI RMAN:  Just before you start,
22 | should nention one thing, |I think we asked --

23 she is asking for some nore coffee, a couple of
24 peopl e wanted coffee, so | think it is com ng.

25 SHAWNA HENDERSON ARTHURSON: |' m not
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1 going to apologize, but it's really quite a heavy

2 day for all of us, and right nowl'mfeeling quite
3 drai ned and shaky inside. But | don't want to

4 drag on either, so |l will start.

5 First I would just like to start with
6 alittle bit of who Il am M nane is Shawna

7 Henderson Arthurson. [|I'mnmarried. | have four

8 children and one grandchild. | worked w th Fox

9 Lake in different capacities for the last 15

10 years. And nore recently | have been on counci

11 for the |ast three years.

12 | grew up differently than a | ot of

13 the people here. | wasn't directly inpacted by

14 Mani t oba Hydro devel opnent in the '80s and ' 90s.
15 | was growing up in Churchill and Thonpson with ny
16 nom She was born in Gllam what is now called
17 Gllam but in 1947. And originally she was York
18 Factory Band, but she lives in Churchill where she
19 lived nost of her life, and she still lives there
20 today. | noved to Bird in about 2000 with ny Kkids
21 because | wanted to reconnect with ny siblings. |
22 cone froma blended famly and I wanted to make

23 sure that ny kids grew up with their cousins and
24 extended fam |y nenbers.

25 Around the tine in Gllamthere was
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1 the Hydro stations, operations and working crews

2 all in full swing and there was a |ot of activity
3 happening in the towmn. One of the things that |
4 noticed first off was the huge difference in the
5 housi ng. Mani toba Hydro enpl oyees and their

6 famlies, their housing units are beautiful,

7 | arge, spacious, with big green lawns. And the
8 housi ng avail able for the Fox Lake nenbers; old
9 trailers with no yards, no garages, no decks.

10 And in Gllam they had |ike the

11 Trapper Shed, or Chester's Fried Chicken, | can't
12 remenber the nanme of it -- it had a different name
13 anyways. They had the Co-op store and the gas
14  bar, the hotel, the restaurant, a bar, the |iquor
15 mart, the rec centre and the mall. 1In the mall
16 was the bank, the post office, the novie rental
17 store, GllamlInsurance, dental office, a gift

18 bouti que and True Val ue Hardware store and | unber
19 store. They had other stuff too, |ike the
20 hospital, fire departnent, Gllam Adult Ed, a
21 school which was Kto 12, a daycare, and nost of
22 these still exist there. There was a | ot of
23 choice activities that people could partake in
24  like curling, baseball, all kind of sports.

25 Hockey was a big one for the community. There was
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1 a bowing alley and youth drop-in centre. The rec

2 centre al so had a snack bar where you can get

3 fries or whatever it is that you wanted, and it's
4 also where our Bird students would go for lunch

5 Because our school in Bird doesn't have the high
6 school program so they travel every norning and
7 they commute everyday. And there was no one spot
8 for themto be at lunch tine, so they get together
9 and go to the rec centre for |unch.

10 And even at that tinme, | know that

11 they were facing discrimnation because they were

12 called Bird kids. You know, | used to wonder,
13 i ke okay, there's Hydro kids, Hydro w ves, Hydro
14 town, and Bird kids. You know, |ike these are

15 young vul nerabl e people and they have to face that
16 on their own every day. No one ever really

17 guestioned what it nmeant because everybody just

18 kind of knew. But what exactly does it nean,

19 right?

20 | remenber the GIlamschool had a

21 fiddle program and it was a big thing and that a
22 | ot of teenagers and young kids |earned how to

23 play the fiddle really well. And whenever there
24  was an event in town, you know, the G| am

25 fiddlers woul d al ways take the stage and entertain
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1 t he people, and people really like it.
2 But one of the things that no | onger
3 exists in Gllamwas the True Value Store. It was

4 operated by Fox Lake, but with the understanding

5 that it would provide a |lot of the supplies and

6 materials for Gllamservices department with

7 Hydr o.

8 At first, when | first noved there it
9 was always busy and had a lot of itens, inventory
10 to buy, to choose and to buy things. But I

11 noticed a few years |ater that the shelves started
12 | ooking enpty. It wasn't as busy anynore, and it
13 just wasn't thriving, and so it had to shut down.
14 But it wasn't until later that | found out it's

15 because the Hydro wasn't actually purchasing their
16 supplies and materials fromthere, they were going
17 to Thonpson and ot her places to fill their orders.
18 And the same thing happened w th what
19 is now called the A d Bakery. Fox Lake had a

20 bakery and it was a good business as well, but

21 then the Co-op Store opened up a bakery and that
22 was like two nonths later. So that was too nuch
23 conpetition for us, and so we had to shut down the
24 bakery too. And strangely enough, the Co-op,

25 sonehow t heir bakery shut down after that too.
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1 So | don't know, like to us those are

2 things that held us back, not having that support,
3 you know, the same thing that Hydro had, you know
4 people to buy things fromthem

5 These are events and situations that

6 occurred and it felt like it was hol di ng back the
7 Fox Lake people fromthriving in their own town,

8 and they weren't given a chance to growin their
9 busi ness |i ke other people did. Oher people had
10 this business, they were fam |y businesses. They
11  were not Fox Lake people, but they had no probl em
12 getting rich over the years.

13 Living in Bird around this tine,

14 felt safe and whol esone. There was a big contrast
15 conpared to what was available in Gllam Bird
16 only had the band office, the school, an outdoor
17 skating rink, and a few other buildings aside from
18 the housing. Qur famly enjoyed a |lot of the

19 out doors and we engaged regularly. W used to
20 have a ot of fun. W used to have outdoor
21 picnics and wal ks to the river, or even a short
22 drive to the culverts. The culverts are |ocated
23 between the quarry and the turnoff to Li nestone
24  Generating Station. The Linestone River flows

25 t hrough those culverts. The water is swift and
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1 deep and it is still alot of fun to swmthere.

2 We woul d take our kids out berry

3 pi cki ng and have canp fires in all different

4 areas. Sonetines we would go for a ride to the

5 ol d Sundance site and just | ook at what remai ned

6 of the foundations there. M brothers and sisters

7 woul d tell us stories about Sundance and what they

8 had there before. It was a whole town. And you
9 can walk there fromBird. It even had a novie
10 theatre. It was diverting for the Hydro workers

11 and their famlies, and even to the famlies in
12 Bird, and it seened |i ke those were good tines.

13 But Hydro dismantled the whol e town of
14 Sundance when they didn't need it anynore and j ust
15 left a big void for the people in Bird who now had
16 to travel to Gllamfor any necessities, services,
17 recreational activities.

18 So over tinme, years passing, you're
19 raising a famly and your kids, | heard nore about
20 Fox Lake, and that the famlies actually lived in
21 G llambefore it became a town. But the terrible,
22 sad, violent and downright inhumane treatnent of
23 the people forced themto relocate for their own
24 safety and survival

25 | couldn't believe half the stories
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1 that | heard. How could it be true? And wasn't

2 anyone there to stop it? Were were the RCW or

3 the social workers or the clergy nmenbers?

4 Sonetinmes | would conpare ny life

5 experiences to those of ny siblings and fell ow Fox
6 Lakers. G ow ng up away fromthe chaos may have

7 been a blessing, but | still struggled with ny

8 identity. | never fully understood. | never

9 fully experienced the land in its original form
10 before projects or developnent. | felt |ike I

11 grew up in an incubator inside of buildings and

12 houses, and | was never a person of the

13 wilderness. | have not been able to speak Cree
14 since | started school. Yes, |I can relearn ny
15 | anguage, but | can never achieve that Cree

16 | anguage perspective in relation to the |l and and

17 be a whol e person in that sense.

18 My nom who is a residential school

19 survivor, maybe was trying to help me when we were
20 [iving in Thonpson and she put me in French

21 i mrersion school. | |earned sone French for five
22 years, and | thought that was a good thing at the
23 time, because | didn't want to identify with being
24  Aboriginal. | didn't have positive role nodels

25 avai l able to nme, especially those who are First
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1 Nations. All | knew about being Aborigi nal was

2 what | was learning in the French textbooks. And
3 in there we were called | es sauvage, and what that
4 means i s the savages.

5 My cl assmat es | aughed about that. And
6 | would get teased and bullied about being |es

7 sauvage. But to nme at that tinme, sonething inside
8 of nme told ne that that's not what it nmeans. It

9 neans a person fromthe | and, a person of

10 wlderness. And when all of that snickering and
11 teasi ng was taking place, ny teacher did not take
12 that nmonment and use it as an opportunity to teach
13 his students about other cultures and about the

14 | ndi an people in Canada. |Instead he ignored the
15 whole thing. And at the sanme tine | felt like he
16 ignored nme too. And to be honest, | haven't

17 really used ny French at all, but | think one day
18 it wll come in handy.

19 In 2008 | was working at what was

20 call ed the Conawapa canp. |It's where the

21 Keewat i nook Lodge is now | ocated. Back then there
22 was a kitchen and maybe ten trailers that housed
23 t he equi prent and workers and experts who were

24  doing environnental studies. There were

25 geol ogi sts, archeol ogi sts and ot her professionals
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1 like the chefs, the pilots and technical support
2 peopl e.
3 My job there was in the kitchen
4  washing dishes. It was not a gl anorous position,

5 but for nme it provided access to the |l and and

6 water which |I enjoyed every day. | wal ked from
7 canp to the Nel son River bank just to breathe the
8 air and watch the water flow by, and nostly feed
9 t he nosquit oes.

10 In the evening people gathered in the
11 di ning area and tal ked about their day, what types
12 of animals were seen, the areas they explored and
13 mar ked of f, and where they would go the next day.
14 | had pride in our Fox Lake nenbers being a part
15 of that inportant work because they were the ones

16 guiding scientists there.

17 For me it was nostly a good

18 experience. | got to enjoy nature every day. But
19 in the end I wanted a better job than being a

20 dishwasher, so | left. And that was the last tine

21 that | saw that area in that state ever again.

22 And we've heard it time and tinme again that we
23 don't have the freedomto go there anynore. W
24 don't have the authority in our own territory. |

25 know as a community that is what we decided. W
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1 voted and all owed Hydro to have this devel oprment

2 there again, in hopes of having jobs and a better
3 life for our famlies.

4 | don't knowif we're there. | don't
5 know i f those hopes are actually being nmet. There
6 is an area on the PR280 between Shamattawa

7 Junction and Goods Creek, that's what the | ocal

8 people call the desert. [It's a sandy area al ong

9 the tracks, like where | used to see a pack of

10 wolves alnost every tinme | drove past there.

11 They' d be crossing the road, two or three at a

12 time, brown wolves, black, white, gray wol ves.

13 And | would say a prayer for them you know, |

14  acknow edged them | didn't know about ny

15 spirituality, nmy culture, | just knew nyself as a
16 person, and when | see things like that, to just
17 give thanks. And | would pray that they would

18 stay safe and not get shot or hit or trapped. And
19 | hoped God answered ny prayer then, because those
20 wolves are not there anynore. Mybe they noved

21 away when the recent influx of sem s and work

22 trucks arrived.

23 Bei ng on council has been a | earning
24 journey for nme professionally and personally,

25 | earni ng about the band, the funding agreenents
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1 and how things operate in different |evels of

2 governnent, the Federal CGovernnment, the Provincial
3 Government. And even Aboriginal politics, having
4 to |l earn about different organi zations |ike MO

5 AMC, AFN, who are those people that you are going
6 to connect to get your nessage for themto bring
7 forward for you and your people.

8 And it takes a lot of nental energy

9 trying to | earn about Aboriginal and Northern

10 Devel opnent of Canada, what AANDC stands for, and
11 then they changed their nane to Indian and

12 Northern Affairs Canada, and | don't know what

13 it's called right now, but |earning how they

14  operate, |learning how to get noney fromthem so
15 that you can operate your band and the people.

16 But actually the big learning for ne
17 was with Manitoba Hydro. So many tinmes | was

18 overwhel ned and di sappoi nted and angry and j ust

19 felt dunb, because it was like trying to westle
20 an octopus. | renenber ny first six nonths,

21 used to dread it sonetinmes, like howam| going to
22 deal with these people, how am| going to deal

23 with -- you know, so many thoughts and questions |
24 had in ny mnd. And | would question nyself, but

25 then a voice would cone to nme and say, you know,
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1 you're in this position for sonething, people

2 believe in you, and | have to do this. Never mnd

3 trying to read the binders and binders full of

4 agreenents and reports. It could be all quite

5 m nd boggling. It has taken all of this tinme and
6 I"mstill just learning snmall pieces of Hydro.

7 They have buildings full of experts,
8 | awyers, engineers and people who do all sorts of

9 work helping themto devel op the work plans and
10 projects and nmaintain everything as it all goes
11 along. And | know there is so much nore that |
12 don't know. W rking with themface to face, they
13 are just people, but it is what they represent
14 that is so imense and uncaring and unforgiving.
15 But as a band councillor, | started to understand
16 how they were able to do things like that in the
17 past and how still today they are able to continue
18 wth these attitudes and behavi ours towards our
19 peopl e.

20 Because we don't have the forma

21 education and degrees and years of schooling that
22 they have, where we are, we have to | eave our

23 hones and honme town to go to school. And at the
24 sanme time trying to juggle everything that's

25 taki ng place on our reserve. Even our reserve is
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1 starting to devel op, things are changi ng, we have

2 programm ng taking place. And businesses, we now
3 have busi nesses. Sone are doing really good and

4 others are still in the early stages. But getting
5 to know t he people and work with them added a | ot
6 of value tony life and to ny work. | amgratefu
7 that | can serve the people, and | try to do that
8 as best as | can.

9 Hearing the elders share their

10 stories, | try to keep that in mnd hoping that I
11 can honour them and respect their experiences,

12 even while I"'mworking with Hydro is a delicate

13 bal ance. It takes a lot to try and nake progress
14 without hurting your own peopl e.

15 We're working on our relationship with
16 Hydro. Since the new CEO Kel vin Shepherd has cone

17 on board, things | feel are getting stable. But

18 chal | enges and situations occur and nmake -- | feel
19 like we're not getting anywhere or taking steps
20  back.

21 Al'l of these inpacts that we're

22 heari ng about today fromour elders to our, you
23 know, mny age group, you know, how does that i npact
24 our people spiritually? As a person having to go

25 to some people facing a discrimnation and raci sm
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1 every day, lateral violence, feeling hopel ess that

2 nothing is going to change, even when you ask for

hel p, it doesn't change. It's overwhelmng. And

A W

sonme people are not strong enough, or | don't know
5 what the word is, but didn't nmake it. Yes,

6 acci dents happen, |ike we heard a coupl e of days

7 ago that young man di ed.

8 There is other things too, though.

9 Li ke suicide has inpacted our conmmunity greatly.

10 |
11 I
12 N
13 [

14 I
15 I

16 |

17 I e
18 I .
10 |
20 I

21 I
22—
2z I

24 -
25
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1
2 I
3 - |
4 |
5 I
6
7 I
| And when | think about healing, it

9 hurts, because | know that | can't change the

10 past, | can't change what happened. | can only
11 [ive right now And that's one of the things that
12 we | earned; you want to be grateful for your

13 breath of life.

14 Last year we went to the Keeyask site
15 and Keewatinook site to celebrate the 2 mllion
16 hours worked, or 2 mllion man hours worked on a
17 project, 2 mllion and 4 mllion hours worked on
18 t hese projects.

19 First we were at Keeyask, and | eaders
20 were there, people fromHydro were there, and it
21 was good. We acknow edged the hard work that the
22 peopl e had been putting in. W acknow edged the
23 rel ati onship that we had been working on with
24 Hydro. Then at the end of the day when we were at

25 Keeyask -- Keewati nook, sorry, we were at
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1 Keewat i nook, at the end of the day | wanted to

2 acknow edge our elders for being there with us.

3 wanted to acknow edge our workers, and | wanted to
4 acknow edge Hydro. You know, that's part of our

5 relationship building, we still have that

6 acknow edgnent and respect. You know, you al ways
7 have to be respectful, and that's what | was

8 doing, it felt like I was doing.

9 So one piece of it was to acknow edge
10 all of the challenges, the | osses that we have

11 experienced with Hydro devel opnment and its inpacts
12 in our area. And | wanted to nake sure that our
13 peopl e, like everybody there, that they knew what
14 we were going through, they knew what we had to go
15 through in order to get to where we are today.

16 And that's all | said. | wanted to acknow edge

17 our ancestors and our people who brought us to

18 where we are today, we woul d not be here w thout
19 them And | finished off thanking people for

20 com ng.

21 And then, | don't knowif he is a

22 board nenber, | won't say his nane, but he worked
23 at these projects early on in the '50s and ' 60s.
24 Right after | was done and | seated nyself, he

25 stood up and he put his hand together, he goes
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1 Hydro did nothing wong, Hydro did everything

2 right. He said that. | haven't shared that with
3 anybody, just with people who were there know

4 about that.

5 And it bothered nme, | wanted to get up
6 and leave. | wanted to | eave. Again, being

7 respectful, | stayed. That was a slap in the

8 face. | didn't say anything about it, not until

9 ny next meeting with the president, CEOQ. And it
10 was nagging at ne and | was scared to say

11 anyt hing, but |I knew | had to because of who |

12 represent, who | speak for. But | did say it, and
13 he was there, and | said, you were there and you
14 know, and he said -- and | even repeated what he
15 said. And | could feel everything in the room

16 change. | could feel, | could feel that energy,
17 t he power happening. So it was tabled pretty

18 much. What are we going to do about this? And I
19 started thinking to nyself, you know, |ike could
20 he be off the board because of this, or is he

21 going to wite an apol ogy, or are we going to have
22 a sharing circle on this? And until today we

23 haven't received that apol ogy.

24 Something el se | want to share about

25 nyself. | feel like |I'mbeing selfish taking up
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1 this time and space, but it wasn't until | started

2 school at the University of Mnitoba, that | took
3 a course called Aboriginal spirituality, that

4 really started to | ook at nyself as an indi genous
5 person, indigenous woman. And the first tinme that
6 | heard the druminpacted ne i mensely. Like |

7 instantly had this lunmp in ny throat and | could

8 hear ny own heartbeat. And | al nost cried because
9 | thought this, this is who we are, this is not

10 | es sauvage. Those people don't know what they're
11 tal king about. They're wong.

12 And | started ny healing journey.

13 started taking ny kids to cerenony. And when

14 was at cerenony one tinme, | renenber ny daughter,
15 she was about five years old, when | was stil

16 like not where | was getting to, but I was stil

17 young with nmy kids. And | renenber she said, nom
18 when | growup | want to be an Indian. And that
19 just blew ne away. Like at the nonment it didn't
20 dawn on ne, but when | was at school, when | was
21 at cerenony, that came back to me and it blew ne
22 away. Al of nmy life before then | didn't want to
23 be Aboriginal, and | felt I have so nmuch to nake
24 up for, so nuch to |l earn and experience.

25 And | becane thankful . | becane
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1 t hankful every day. And it hasn't been perfect.
2 | still have struggles and chall enges. But at
3 | east | know that now I'm okay, |'mokay with
4 nyself, I'mokay with who I am and ny m st akes

5 that 1've nade.

6 There is a lot of healing that needs
7 to take place for our people, but it takes tine.

8 Not only did we |ose our |anguage, but our

9 culture. You know, we |ost our spiritual |eaders.
10 They were replaced by the church. That wasn't our
11 culture, that wasn't who we are. And |I'm not

12 trying to disrespect the church, | used to go to
13 church actually quite regularly. Now I respect

14 both. | can pray, | can pray and | pray every

15 day. And I'm happy and thankful that when there
16 is drumm ng taking place in our community, who

17 shows up? All of the kids, all of the youth, they
18 are so interested, they are so thirsty for

19 knowl edge. They want that pride back. They are
20 letting go of their shane. They're speaking up.
21 You know, we have a lot to be proud of in our
22  young peopl e.
23 So | just want to finish off with ny
24 spirit name, (Native |anguage), which neans Eagl e

25 Cl oud Wman, and I'mfromthe Eagle clan. M
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1 colours are purple, red, yellow and pink. M

2 Spirit guides are the caribou and the raven. And

3 ny spirit protector is a tinber wolf. |'mso

4 thankful I'"mable to share that today.

5 And that's what | want to do for our
6 community. | want to be there for them And |

7 al so want to express ny heartfelt thanks to

8 everybody who is here and who has shared their

9 experiences with us. | knowit takes a | ot of

10 courage. |'mso thankful that we were able to

11 share these things and speak about things that

12 peopl e don't want to talk about. |If we don't talk
13 about it, we're allowing it to stay hidden by

14  silence. Speaking about it brings it to |ight.

15 You have to address it.

16 W still have a |l ot of healing and a
17 long way to go, but we're not going anywhere,

18 we're going to be here in our own land, in our own
19 territory.

20 And | know that Hydro knows this too.
21 They thought we would just go away. They hoped

22 that we would go away. Instead we renewed our

23 ways, we're learning their ways and we're using

24 them trying to use themto our advantage to

25 regain a little bit of what we lost. W'IIl never
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1 be able to restore ourselves fully to the way we

2 were, but we're trying and we're never going to

3 stop trying. Thank you.

4 ROBERT WAVEY: Thank you so nuch,

5 Shawna. Qur next presenter is C ara.

6 CLARA MCLECD: Hello everyone. Thank
7 you for giving us the opportunity to share our

8 stories, our experiences. So | have just a

9 wite-up of what | experienced growing up in

10 Gllam | also have pictures | want to show you
11 t hat never have been up where we live.

12 My nane is Clara McLeod. |'ma proud
13 menber of the Fox Lake Cree Nation. | have grown

14 up in Gllamfor over 30 years, and | noved to the

15 reserve just a few years ago. | wll tell you how
16 it was for me growng up in a Hydro town. But
17 before I continue, | just want to show you sone of

18 the things that we see, and what is -- what we

19 tal k about with our inpacts from Hydro

20  devel opnent.

21 Kettl e construction started in the

22 '60s, and you can see the damage that was done to
23 the land. And there is Kettle, Gllamis not too
24 far fromhere, where we |ive, we had people who

25 lived around here, our elders. This is a railroad
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1 track that goes over the Nelson River. Qur people

2 too used to portage here. W used to fish here.
3 The Kettl e overpass, when you cone

4 fromBird and you go to Gllam this is all you

5 see. Ckay. This is -- Radisson is to the left,
6 Kettle is straight ahead, and strai ght ahead here
7 also is a graveyard in between these towers. You
8 can see across where we have a graveyard right

9 anongst those towers. Right beside Kettle we had
10 the Radisson Converter Station. You can see al
11 of the land. You can see the towers. That's

12 where our people used to live.

13 Long Spruce, we travel a lot fromBird
14 to Gllam This is what we travel and have to get
15 over to go to Bird and Gllam Qur people trave
16 here back and forth. You can see in the

17 background nore towers, nore Hydro devel opnent,
18 nore destruction to our |and.

19 Just down the road fromwhere | live
20 now, Fox Lake, is the Henday Converter Station.
21 And you al ways hear our elders talk about "in our
22 backyard." Well, yeah, this is ny backyard.
23 Li nestone, the largest damin
24 Manitoba, this is howit was when they started

25 clearing our land. 1've had neetings with el ders
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1 and | got a history fromthem of these sites of

2 where all of the generating stations are. And

3 they used to portage, and they say it's gone now,
4 peopl e put a damthere.

5 Li mestone, during construction, and

6 this is the Linmestone Cenerating Station, also

7 behi nd our backyard. That's just for you to

8 visually see what we are tal king about to you guys
9 t oday.

10 | want to thank you guys for taking

11 the tine to listen to us. You' ve just heard sone
12 of the inpacts fromour ol der generation nenbers
13 regardi ng Fox Lake and the inpacts they endured on
14 our traditional territory. It is saddening to

15 t hi nk how t hey were quickly nade to live in the

16 centre of all construction and to see all of the
17 Hydro devel opnent that was built around them and
18 on top of them and now in their backyard. It was
19 al ways there.

20 It is very disheartening to hear how
21 they were not treated as partners in the sharing
22 of governance, social, economc prosperity, but

23 rat her have been treated with arrogance and

24 | abel ed squatters in their owm comunity, in their

25 own traditional territory. | can't inmagine the
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1 pain that they had to go through just to survive

2 and stay alive.

3 You have just heard some of what they
4 shared, and that's nothing -- | hope you take that
5 hone and thi nk about where we're comng from

6 My not her noved ne and ny younger

7 siblings to Gllamwhen | was a very young child.
8 | did not understand the history behind the

9 comunity that | was about to call my hone. |[|'ve
10 always heard of stories of the elders speaking

11 regardi ng how the | and was before Hydro

12 devel opment. And |I'msure sitting there you heard
13 simlar stories, how the water was clear and fresh
14 prior to any Hydro devel opnent, how the fish were
15 heal t hy, how they woul d eat, and how t here was

16 always plenty of game to hunt for food.

17 This is ny grandpa on the right in the
18 bl ue, Sanuel Beardy. And this is Joanne's

19 grandpa, Nornman Nepitabo. They were best friends,
20 they grew up together, sanme way ne and Joanne grew
21 up together. W're like famly, everyone is

22 famly.

23 | grew up with ny grandpa living with
24 me, and my nom and siblings, and | saw how she

25 tried to keep his traditional ways of life.
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1 remenber him al ways going out to hunt and fish and

2 | could see it was his happy place. You could see
3 the smles on their faces. He was out on the | and
4 doi ng what he | oved, and al so what he had to do to
5 provide for his fam |y, when he coul d.

6 | remenber watching nmy grandpa skin

7 the furs that he would kill, how he would put them
8 on boards, let themdry, and then he would go and
9 sell them right? That's how they lived. | know
10 hi m and his hunting partners always had to go far
11  just to kill or catch wildlife.

12 | too later understood this. | was

13 part of the traditional youth project, and we

14 utilized our elders and they showed us the ways of
15 life. They expressed their concern of how we had
16 to travel far away just to go noose hunting, or

17 how we had to go down the Hayes River just to go
18 see a spawning area of trout.

19 These are sone of the struggles our

20 peopl e face today due to Hydro devel opnent. The
21 fish are no | onger good to eat because of high

22 mercury levels, and a ot of our wildlife, such as
23 the caribou, are mgrating differently. A |lot of
24  peopl e spoke to that today. They always used to

25 tal k about how there was herds and herds of
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1 cari bou and how t hey woul d al ways cone around and

2 they would kill what they needed. That was their
3 way of life.

4 Wien | noved to Gllamin '84, | was
5 three years old. | was young. This was also

6 during the tinme when Linmestone Generating Station
7 restarted in 1985 and was conpleted in 1992.

8 can say | was part of the inpacts and | was there.
9 Thi nki ng back to these years, | can recall a | ot

10 of negative inpacts on top of what our elders

11 spoke about. | experienced a | ot of exposure to
12 al cohol. It was a tine when ny grandpa and ny
13 not her got caught up in the scene of alcohol. It

14 was also a tine when | had to grow up way past ny

15 age.
16 | was the second ol dest of seven, and
17 | always had to keep nmy brothers and sisters, just

18 to keep themsafe. And | knew ny nomwas al so a
19 residential school survivor, right, and | knew she
20 was hurting. And I knew grandpa was goi ng through
21 his stuff with everything. And | just tried to

22 take it in. | understood.

23 You can say fromall of the years of
24 i npacts of Hydro devel opnment, not only did it

25 i npact the environnent, but it also |lead to the
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1 social, cultural, and health inpacts of our

2 people. Qur people turned to al cohol because of

3 the pain they endured growing up. W |ost our

4 culture, and nost inportantly we | ost the

5 sel f-sufficiency we once had.

6 It is sad, but along the way there was
7 a |l oss of | anguage between our ol der generations

8 and our younger generation, such as nyself. |

9 cannot understand or speak Cree. It is sad to say
10 that. | know my nom and ny grandpa al ways spoke
11 it, and they regretted not carrying on the

12 | anguage to us. It was because they were going

13 through their own stuff, right?

14 If I could have one wish it would be
15 for ny children and | to be able to speak our

16 | anguage again. This is the big conmunication gap
17 bet ween us young peopl e and our ol der generation.
18 Us as people today are trying to revive our | ost
19 | anguage. We're slowy getting there. W will

20 get there, we won't give up, we'll get it back.

21 Going to school in Gllamwas, yes,

22 English was the dom nant | anguage. W did not

23 have the option of learning Cree the way they do
24 today. W didn't learn it at honme, nor was it

25 taught to us in school. Yes, that may have been
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1 the fault of nmy nother and grandnot her. But when

2 you think about |ost |anguage and if it was due to
3 Hydro devel opnent, it's hard to say.

4 Il wll tell you what | know. Qur

5 nei ghbori ng community of Shamattawa |ives out on

6 the land and they have no contact with Hydro

7 devel opnment, nor any contact w th anot her

8 | anguage. And they're fluent speakers of their
9 Cree | anguage today. | renenber as a young child
10 | had relations from Shamattawa t hat woul d cone

11 and visit, and ny cousins, they were just small

12 kids, like they were younger than nme. They

13 started tal king and they were talking Cree to each
14 other, and | was like totally in awe. And | was
15 baffled, Iike wow, why can't we speak |ike that?
16 | often wonder what if Fox Lake people
17 were left alone and allowed to Iive on our |and

18 and our way of life prior to any Hydro

19 devel opnment? No one will ever know now because

20 the way of life is not there anynore. | can see
21 slowy how our people are trying to get back what
22 they want to be, with the struggles of addiction
23 and nental illnesses that we as people have and

24  will overcone. W're a strong nation and what

25 hasn't killed us before won't kill us now We'll
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1 only continue to grow.

2 Gowing up with all of the Hydro
3 devel opnment was a normto nme. | don't know the
4 hi story behind all of these projects. | grew up

5 going to school in a Hydro town with a | ot of

6 peopl e com ng and com ng. Wen | say people, |

7 will say children of parents who were enpl oyed by
8 Mani toba Hydro. | was friends with sone of these
9 children. | went to the hones of sone of these

10 children. |1 went to their homes where they |ived,

11 and they were the Hydro houses. These are the

12 houses that are nice and big and they have the

13 | andscapi ng and the fences, and they have all of
14 the cars and all of their toys.

15 | did not come froma famly of nopney.
16 We were not rich. W did not have all of the nice
17 hones. | thought it would be nice to live in a

18 hone |ike that, but when you grow up in a hone

19 with love, that stuff doesn't matter. | only w sh
20 it was our people who had the opportunity to have
21 the benefits of noney that Hydro enpl oyees have

22 today. We today pay Hydro bills that are $400 a
23 nont h, and we have Hydro people living on our |and
24  that pay nothing conpared to that.

25 | had sone nore pictures that | want
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1 to show here.

2 Going to school in Gllam wth

3 everything that was going on at hone with the

4 al cohol, school was ny safe haven. It was ny way
5 out. | know ny nom when she went to residential
6 school, she never tal ked about the negative

7 i npacts that affected her. She went to school

8 there for 11 years and she said, | got ny

9 education, and she al ways pushed nme to get ny

10 education. So | went to school, did good, and she
11 praised ne a lot. That's the |ove that we had.

12 School was also a way to get out of

13 the community, because we didn't have noney to

14 take famly trips or vacations. | participated in

15 a lot of sports and it got ne to a | ot of places.

16 | was able to see what not a | ot of our people see
17 t oday.
18 This is between Bird, Fox Lake to

19 Gllam This is ny backyard before Henday. This
20 is what's going on right now Mre towers going
21 up, nore land being lost. They cleared this |and
22 here just to put up nore towers. Mire work down
23 the road, nore towers. And they call them our

24 nmetal trees. That's all we see.

25 This is where all of the Hydro
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1 devel opment has happened and is happening. And it
2 started since the early '60s. W're tal king over
3 50 years of Hydro devel opnent on the Fox Lake Cree
4 Nation people. Can you see the anount of | and

5 that is taken up by Hydro devel opnment? Can you

6 imagine all of the loss of wildlife due to the

7 destruction of their honmes and all of the wildlife
8 that has not returned because of | and

9 destructions?

10 You can't fully understand what our

11 peopl e have gone through wi thout actually |iving
12 where | grew up. Thank you.

13 ROBERT WAVEY: (kay. Now we get into
14 our youth. The first will be John.

15 JOHN PETERS: | found out | was going
16 to be doing this presentation about a week and a
17 hal f ago. And fromthe day | found out, every

18 day, every evening, | stand in front of ny |aptop
19 asking nmyself what do | say? Wat do | say? How
20 do | represent the youth in an effective way? So,
21 | sat there every night asking nyself this
22 qguestion over and over, not having a clue as to
23 where to begin. And this is where I"'mgoing to
24 start.
25 | imagine life for Fox Lake Cree
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1 Nation to be nostly whol esone, peaceful and

2 content. | imagine sitting on the banks of Nelson
3 Ri ver, or what we will call Kischi Sipi, watching
4 the sturgeon fill the clear waters. | imagine a

5 winter hunt with an abundance of caribou and great
6 feasts for everyone to enjoy, as |'ve been told by
7 the elders. | imagine famlies out in the fal

8 catching noose, learning howto be providers. 1In
9 t he hones | earning how to cut neat, |earning how
10 to clothe their famlies with a needle and thread.
11 | imagi ne our people with purpose and a | ove for
12 their rich culture and traditions. This is a

13 people | never got to know. This is a people I, a
14 mllennial, can only imagine through the stories.
15 And |'m saddened by this because this is the

16 peopl e |I' m supposed to be.

17 Kettle Generating Station commenced in
18 the 1960s with two other generating stations to

19 follow, Long Spruce in 1973 and Li nestone

20 Generating Station in 1976, which was suspended

21 but restarted in 1985. During these tinmes two

22 convertor stations were built, Radisson and

23 Henday. These devel opnents forever changed life
24  for Fox Lake Cree Nation, as the adverse effects

25 socially and environnmentally were trenmendous.
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1 Let ne give you a background of who

2 am M nane is John Peters. M parents are John
3 and | sabel Peters. M dad is a long tinme enpl oyee
4 of Manitoba Hydro as a carpenter. M nom a

5 nurse. | grew up always hol ding Hydro in high

6 regards as they gave ny dad the chance to obtain

7 his Red Seal through their apprenticeship program
8 W lived in Hydro housing, paying next to nothing
9 for rent. W had subsidized Hydro bills. W were
10 confortable, and ny sister and | were taken care
11 of. | grew up a spoiled Hydro kid, at |east

12 that's what | was call ed.

13 As | was growing up, | realized |I had
14 a passion for advocacy, human rights and soci al

15 justice. So | got nore involved with Fox Lake

16 Cree Nation, where | was elected junior chief when
17 | was in grade 9. | sat with council in various
18 meetings, negotiations, discussions and conmunity
19 consul tations, where | began | earning about the

20 horrific past of our people and Manitoba Hydro.

21 Know edge is truly power, but sonetinmes the truth
22 is hard to hear. Story after story about -- story
23 after story about sexual violence and physi cal

24  violence nmade nme sick to ny stonmach. Bl atant

25 raci sm organi zed and covered up crine seened to
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1 be the theme. |Is this the Hydro that gave ny
2 famly all of this opportunity? | couldn't
3 believe it. And oftentimes | found nyself
4 accusi ng peopl e of exaggerating and |ying, but
5 when | looked in the eyes of the victins, | saw
6 pain, | saw broken prom ses, | saw confusion and a
7 rightful anger that burned inside their hearts.
8 | began to understand that Hydro,
9 seenm ngly proud, only furthered the oppressive
10 col oni al agenda on who they called the squatters.
11 Let's take a | ook at that word
12 squatter. This nmeans sonmeone who is unlawfully
13 occupying a building or unused land. | find it
14 interesting how the explanation states unused
15 land. So many questions. Wy were Fox Lake
16 peopl e considered squatters as Hydro knew t hat we
17 had been settled in the area? Ws it considered
18 unused | and because it wasn't being used to nake
19 noney? At any point did anyone consider that
20 t hese devel opnents could potentially harmthe
21 well-being of the people in the area? D d they
22 stop to think for a second that the influx of nen
23 woul d be dangerous to the locals? Did they think
24  their enployees were perfect? And when crine
25 occurred because of their workers, why wasn't
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1 there justice? D d they know that the
2 devel opments woul d forever change what we cal
3 aski, or the earth? You see, we |ook at the earth
4 as a very much living spirit who provides and
5 sust ai ns us, and when the devel opnents happened,
6 our food becane scarce, the only way we knew how
7 to live ripped away from us.
8 Did they ever stop to think about
9 these things? It anazes nme, because if soneone
10 did this to their home, how upset would they be?
11 Did they know that the flooding from hol di ng back
12 wat er was going to be destroying traditional and
13 sacred sites, graves, areas that were special to
14 us as a people and have been used for thousands of
15 years? Did they ask? D d they care? O were we
16 just squatters?
17 "' mnot here today to sugarcoat
18 anything. |'mhere today to speak and stand
19 strong along side nmy people in our fight for
20 equal ity and social justice.
21 Mani t oba Hydro will never know what
22 they really have done. And we weren't the only
23 ones. From Fox Lake to Sagkeeng to our farners,
24  everyone in Manitoba has felt the brunt of Hydro.
25 And al though it may feel like it, |I'"malso not




RCEA Fox Lake Cree Nation January 19, 2018

Page 151
1 here today to condemm Hydro.

2 On Decenber 6, 2004, the Inpact

3 Settl ement Agreenent, which is an indenture

4  between Fox Lake Cree Nation and Manitoba Hydro,

5 was signed. It has paved a way for a new

6 rel ati onshi p between Mnitoba Hydro and Fox Lake

7 Cree Nation, a new era working towards forgiveness
8 and equality, a first in a series of negotiations
9 and di scussi ons acknow edgi ng the past and to work
10 hard to stop history fromrepeating itself, as at
11 that tinme the Keeyask and the Bipole Il

12 devel opnments were starting to be negoti at ed.

13 In | ooking at present day, | have to
14 say that a part of ne is just happy to see

15 Mani t oba Hydro's efforts in reconciling with Fox
16 Lake Cree Nation. But another part of nme fromthe
17 trauma of ny people and what we've been through, |
18 have to question Manitoba Hydro's intent. |Is

19 Hydro doing all of this to create a facade for

20 some behind our back business, or is this their

21 truest efforts?

22 | al so have to question ny people.

23 Are you willing to forgive Manitoba Hydro for

24  their neglect, ignorance and social crinme?

25 Forgiveness is so inmportant, | cannot stress it
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1 enough. It is the only way forward. And | can't
2 hel p but think of those who have gone before us,

3 in the past, carrying hurt, bitterness and anger,
4 who did not get to see Fox Lake Cree Nation be

5 able to stand up and actually be heard.

6 As dark as our relationship has been,
7 it is a beautiful tine of growh for both Fox Lake
8 and Hydro. There are so nuch nore strict policies
9 in place to protect the well-being of the |ocals
10 as Keeyask and Bipole Il projects are well

11 underway, but in some ways there are cracks and

12 history is repeating itself.

13 As a young person, | do have nights

14 out and | see the workers comng into our | ocal

15 establ i shments provoki ng argunments and fi ghting.
16 There is still a tension that we can all feel,

17 whet her it be us not being wel com ng because of

18 our trauma, we're trying to protect ourselves, or
19 if prejudice is still a factor. | can't be too
20 sure.
21 Il will close off with a persona
22 story, a plea and a prayer. | recently canme back
23 to Gllam as when | graduated high school 1 [|eft
24  for six years in search of sonething. For the
25 entire time I was gone | could not find whatever
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1 it was that | had been | ooking for. But when
2 noved back, | started ny position with Fox Lake
3 Cree Nation as an executive assistant in the
4 adverse effects agreenent. Learning nore about
5 Fox Lake Cree Nation and who we are as First
6 Nati ons people, | can honestly say now |I'm finding
7 t hose pieces | had been | ooking for.
8 The revival of our culture, our
9 | anguage and tradition is so inportant to our
10 heal i ng, and these were things that the Hydro
11 devel opnments took away fromus. | know it may
12 seem hard to understand and nmake the connection of
13 how Hydro took this away, but if you sit with us
14 and listen wth your hearts, the stories of our
15 peopl e's hones bei ng bull dozed to make way for
16 Hydro, the sexual assault on our wonen carried out
17 by the workers, the violence and the crine |eft
18 undocunent ed, you will understand.
19 When the Hydro bill comes in every
20 nmonth, | can't help but think how we paid Hydro
21 with our lives for the sake of those dans. Many
22 of us know about Conawapa and how it was a topic
23 of discussion for a while, as it was another
24  possible Hydro devel opnent. This area, Conawapa,
25 has al ready been partially destroyed by the Bipole
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1 1l project. Gowing up this was nmy speci al

2 pl ace, this is where ny famly would gather, this

3 is where | grew up, this is where ny nenories are
4 of joy. Wwen | cane hone | took a drive out there
5 and | was so heartbroken. Everything |I had known

6 was gone. The streamthat | used to play by with

7 ny cousins and drink out of is now a septic field.
8 The place where we had fires and nmade food

9 together is now a 500 man canp. |If this broke ny
10 heart, | can't even inmagine what it was |i ke when
11 the Kettle, Long Spruce and Li nestone generating

12 stations went up; what they had felt.

13 So this is nmy plea: [|f Conawapa ever
14 conmes back into discussion, please, | beg you,
15 this is all we have left. |f Conawapa ever goes

16 up, not only Hydro, but you as well wll be taking
17 what little we have left away fromus. Please

18 keep what |'m saying today on your records but

19 al so in your hearts.

20 Lastly, a prayer: | pray that Hydro
21 and Fox Lake Cree Nation's relationship can be

22 heal thy and that a relationship be based on

23 integrity and forgiveness. | pray for ny people's
24 hurt to be healed, for Hydro to truly understand

25 their actions fromthe past, and nost of all
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1 pray for a healthy community for everyone to live

2 peacefully and enjoy. Thank you for having ne

3 here today.

4 ROBERT WAVEY: Qur |ast presenter for
5 t he day, Aiden.

6 Al DEN HENDERSON: Hell o, ny nanme is

7 Circling (inaudible) fromthe Eagle clan, and ny

8 English name is Aiden. 1'm 18 years old and |I'm

9 from Fox Lake Cree Nation. |It's where | grew up.

10 And in that tinme | witnessed a ot of drastic

11 changes because of the work Mnitoba Hydro has

12 pursued in that area.

13 | spent ny childhood living in GIIlam

14 and | watched it grow along side of ne. And as |

15 got older and as | was growing, | started to
16 realize nore, | started to realize that there's a
17 ot nore unfam liar faces passing through. 1In

18 such a small town, it was easy for ne to know ny

19 nei ghbours. But as it started devel opi ng and

20 growng, | felt Iike I no |longer had that sane
21 security, | guess, that | once had.

22 The famlies and workers that noved
23 in, they brought a new wave of personalities and

24 attitudes and perspectives. And although not al

25 of themwere bad, | did start to notice nore
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1 i nstances of bullying and racism And as a kid |
2 could see there was a division around me, like in
3 t he people, even just in everyday |life, Iike going
4 to the grocery store or going to school, playing

5 outside.

6 | remenber | went outside to play with
7 ny cousins, and we were just having a good tine

8 and there was a new group of kids, Hydro kids, or
9 the famlies worked for Hydro. They were playing
10 outside as well, and they began harassing us and
11 calling us nanes, and they started to yell racial
12 slurs and throw ng rocks at us, calling us down.
13 And it nmade ne feel ashaned and enbarrassed. It
14 made nme feel that | wasn't as inportant or

15 entitled as they were. | knowthis is not the

16 case now, but as a child it was so degradi ng.

17 As a teenager | noved to ny hone

18 reserve, Fox Lake. | got ny first job, a sumer
19 job as a sumrer student for ny band. And for part
20 of ny work | had to go to Deer Island, and to get
21 there we had to drive out to Keewatinook and be
22 granted access to a boat |aunch so we could get on
23 the Nelson River. And | was confused, | was
24  confused why we had to ask for perm ssion and why
25 | was being treated like a visitor in nmy own




RCEA Fox Lake Cree Nation January 19, 2018

Page 157
1 territory.
2 And after the sumrer ended | began
3 school, | began conmmuting 100 kil onetres every day

4  back and forth to school for about four years.

5 And |'m so happy | got the opportunity to achieve
6 ny education and get that done. But | also had

7 the opportunity to see the devel opnent taking

8 pl ace right before ny eyes. | could see the

9 progression of Hydro projects, but | could al so
10 see the progression of the lands, all the

11 countless trees, the plants, the aninals, they al
12 began to disappear in what felt like a blink of an
13 eye.

14 | renmenber one day, we were commuti ng
15 back from school, and the bus driver took us on a
16 little detour. He took us up the road a little
17 t owar ds Keewati nook, and it wasn't a very |ong

18 ride. And he showed us where they started

19 clearing the land to nake way for transm ssion

20 lines for the Keewatinook project. And | seen

21 kil ometres of pristine wlderness w ped clean, and
22 | felt a great pain in ny heart, | felt that |oss.
23 And | | ooked around the bus that day, | |ooked at
24 all of my classmates, and | could see it on their

25 faces too. | know | wasn't alone in feeling that.
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1 | don't fully understand why this is

2 all happening. 1Is it noney, power, greed?

3 don't know.

4 | know the land, it won't ever fully

5 be restored the way it once was, all of the

6 concrete and the towers, foundations. Even all of

7 the rivers and | akes that were made consequently,

8 all of the fish and aninmals that were rel ocated,

9 they lost their habitat, their honmes, all of those
10 ecosystens destroyed and disrupted. It has becone
11 harder for famlies in nmy community to hunt and
12 trap aninmals. And that was there way of life,

13 that's how they made noney, fed their famlies.

14 And that's all altered. It's different for them
15 Before | noved away to coll ege

16 always | ooked forward to activities. | celebrated
17 nmy community and my culture, and things |ike Goose

18 Canp, where we could go out in the w | derness and

19 actually practice that way of life. |'mgrateful
20 it enabled us to carry on our way of life, even if
21 it was a little limted.

22 For generations our people have

23 endured and survived the effects of Munitoba
24 Hydro. And even in recent tinmes, |ike about a

25 year ago or so, a sacred site anongst the
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1 devel opi ng area was desecrated, nedicine ties were

2 ripped fromtrees and destroyed. And this one

3 di srespectful act reconfirmed how our people have
4 al ways been treated. A blockade was put up by the
5 Fox Lake junction, and Hydro workers and

6 sem -trucks transporting all of their supplies,

7 they couldn't pass through until Hydro apol ogi zed
8 and made an agreenent with Fox Lake for

9 precautions that they would take to nake sure this
10 woul d not happen again.

11 | know that Manitoba Hydro has

12 provi ded Fox Lake nenbers with job opportunities,
13 al though a I ot of those positions aren't |ong

14 term Once those canps are done and all that's

15 been built, those job will be gone. But the

16 effects of Hydro will always be there. Qur |and

17 will always be destroyed.

18 You know, they say that it's not our
19 land, it's our children's land, our future

20 generations's land. And | agree with that. It
21  will never be the sane for ny future kids, or ny

22 community nenbers' kids, their kids, their
23 grandki ds and so on. The inpacts that Mnitoba
24 Hydro has had on our community has been

25 devastating, and it's pernmanent, you know. Thank
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1 you.
2 ROBERT WAVEY: | have sone quite
3 | engthy closing remarks, but |I'm going to nake
4  them nmuch, nuch shorter. | think I will start off

5 by saying that 1'ma Sundancer. The Sundancer is
6 a helper, and I'"'mso glad to be a hel per today.

7 | want to thank the people and the

8 menbers who spoke so el oquently and descri bed what
9 | could never do. And thank you for that.

10 And | just want to say that in spite
11 of all of the |osses that you've tal ked about, and
12 calling yourself survivors, you're not survivors,

13 you're warriors, all of you, and never forget

14  that.

15 And the last thing | want to say is
16 the forgiveness part. |It's been hard. And as

17 nost of you know, | have worked with the province

18 and sat on Hydro's side of the table for a few

19 years. And you al so know that | never appeared in
20 our community while I was with the province, on

21 purpose. The thing is, | knew that the conflict
22 was too huge for nme to be able to do that. But |
23 think I have been -- | think | can say forgiven

24  for the nost part, but again | will never forget,

25 | can't.
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1 | have a great granddaughter that |I'm
2 raising, and I'mtrying nmy best -- she al so goes
3 to a French school. W live in St. Boniface. But
4 |"'mteaching her, as best | can, what Cree | can.

5 And | have a little story | want to cl ose off

6 wth.

7 So ny wife and | were having supper

8 one evening and we were telling ny great

9 granddaughter, or | was, you're an Indian. By the
10 way, | use that word as well. That's what | grew
11 up with and that's what |I'mconfortable wth.

12 You're an Indian. And she said, no, I"'mnot. And
13 | said, yes, you are, you're a Cree Indian. And
14 she asked ne sonme words, and she said how do you
15 say hello, and | said Tansi. | never thought

16 anyt hing el se about it, but apparently ny wfe

17 told her sone stories that | was a fornmer chief

18 and all of that stuff. So one evening | cone

19 hone, we're having supper, and ny wife starts

20 telling nme the story. She went to pick up ny

21 granddaughter at the school and a teacher took her
22 outside and says -- they were | earning French that
23 day, phrases | guess, being taught how to say

24 hell o, ny nanme is, you know, bonjour, je

25 m appel l e, whatever. And it cane around to her
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1 and | guess she was silent, she didn't say
2 anything. The teacher called her and said what's
3 wong, how conme you're not saying anything? And
4 she said, | don't speak French, | speak chief. So
5 "' m careful what | say around her now.
6 So with that, | want to turn it over
7 to Councillor Lockhart. And before | do that, |
8 just want to say ny spiritual name (Native
9 | anguage). | have been bl essed by the
10 grandfathers, the grandnothers with the nane
11 Rai nbow Man.  And |'m of the WIf clan, which is
12 also ny protector, and I was born in the sumer.
13 Cl osing remarks? Joanne, did you want
14 to say concluding remarks or do you want to go
15 directly to the prayer?
16 W'l go straight to the closing
17 prayer.
18 SHAWNA HENDERSON ARTHURSON: | j ust
19 want to say sonmething before we go into the
20 prayer. W have so nuch energy here and it is
21 weighing on us. | just want to rem nd everybody
22 to take care of thenselves tonight, take that tine
23 to |l ove yourself, take the time you need to
24 debrief, to express yourself. And to give thanks,
25 t hanks that we're able to share here today, thanks
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1 that we have the breath of life with us, thanks

2 that our ancestors are here with us. Thanks to

3 Mot her Earth, to the sky, to the water, to the

4 birds, to the little bugs, to the plants, to the

5 sun, to the noon and the stars. W give thanks to
6 the Creator for being here with us.

7 (d osing prayer)

8 (Concl uded at 4:50 p.m)

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25
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1 OFFI Cl AL EXAM NER S CERTI FI CATE
2
3
4
5 |, CECELIA J. REID, a duly appointed Oficial

6 Exam ner in the Province of Manitoba, do hereby
7 certify the foregoing pages are a true and correct
8 transcript of my Stenotype notes as taken by ne at
9 the tinme and pl ace herei nbefore stated.
10
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14 Cecelia J. Reid
15 O ficial Exam ner, Q B.
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